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PREFACE 



TuE following Memoir was written for the most part 
Dp wards of tea years ago. Tlie Coutiuent of Europe 
was theu scarcely recoveriug from the convulsions of 
1848-49. Euglaad had almost aloue weathered the 
storm ; a safety which, I thiak, she owed mainly to 
the sound principles of Govermnent inaugurated by 
the Whig Ministry of 1830, and afterwards neces- 
sarily adhered to by succeeding Administrations, of 
whatever party denomination. 

The passing uf the rieforni Act had indeed ren- 
dered Government on any other principles imprac- 
ticable ; and in this fact we find the defence and 
jtL^tifiwitiou of that measure, as well as the object of 
its anthors. Certainly, at all events, this was the sole 
object of my father as the leader of the Reform move- 
muot^ to insurti the future conduct of the Government 
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on sound and constilutioiial principles, not, as Las 
been sometimes aa^rted, to ijerpetuate the tenure of 
office in his own party. 

The present volume, however, will stop far short of 
the time when Reform principles achieved their final 
iriuraph ; but I shall often have to allude to that ttnie, 
and to the results that have followed the policy then 
adopted, as aflfording a fair subject for comparison 
with the period of which I am now to speak, when a 
w^idely different system of Government was still in the 
ascendant. 

I do not propose at present to bring down the 
notice of ray father's public life beyond 1817, when the 
alliance which for upwards of eleven years had sub- 
sisted between the Whigs and Grenvillites was finally 
dissolved j nor even as regards that period do I intend 
to enter into anything like a detailed or connected 
narrative of events, which are matter of history, and 
with which I shall suppose my readers to be more or 
less acquainted— -further, that is, than may be neces- 
sary to illustrate my father's political opinions and 
principles of action. I shall take the expression of 
these opinions and principles as much as possible from 
his own words, either written in familiar correspond* 
ence with his family and friends, or spoken by him iu 
his place iu Parliament, My object will be — ^if 1 
cannot i>ersuade the world on all occtiaions, as 1 am 
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lUTself jMjrBuadcd, of tlie general soundness of his 
views— at least to endeavour to impart somewliat of 
my own conviction of the singularly stmigbt forward, 
dbifiterested, and high-miuded motives which ever 
guiilQil liis public conduct. 

I make use of the appellations * Whig * and ' Tory * 
a^ tlier applied to the parties as they stood opposed 
Ui eacL other at the time of which 1 write ; by no 
means as they are now assumed by parties and indi* 
vidimls who have no earthly claim to be charaeterized 
us either one or the other. In fact> since the settle- 
laeDt of all the great questions formerly dividing men 
on soraewhat higher grounds than those of mere per- 
sonal pretensions and individual rivalry, these names 
bave lost all significance. From tJie time that the 
Reform Act was finally accepted by the Conservative 
part}% and that Sir Robert Peel issued his famous 
Tarn worth manifesto in 1834 — (every word of which, 
my father said at the time, he might himself have 
^fitten) — ^ there has indeed been no difference between 
public men as to the principles on which the Govern- 
®*^ntof the country should be conducted ; and the re- 
f<^Jition of the old party names serves no other end, to 
^y way of thinking, but that most mischievous one, of 
«eeping apart those, who, difleriug on no one principle 
^^ national policy, might act together to the great 
^* Vantage of the State, but for the accident which has 
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tbrowD them to thia or tliat side of either Bouse of 
Parliament. 

The Whigs (so called) of the present day have little 
in common with the men who, like my father, were 
ever the unflinching advocates of a due balance of the 
powei-s conferred by the Constitution on the different 
estates of the realm ; who upheld the jnst preroga- 
tives of the Crown, and at the same time asserted 
the privileges of Parliament, and contended for the 
rights and liberties of the people ; who, if they were 
still foremost to resist the undue influence of the 
Court and the corrupt system of Government to which 
it led, — if they opposed the harsh and arljitrary mea- 
sures of the Cabinet or the uncalled for (as they 
deemed it) suspension of the safeguards of onr free 
Constitution,— were yet as forward to resist any un- 
constitutional extension of the democratic principle, 
and that constant * pressure from without " to which 
everything would appear now to be conceded. *I 

* should be anxious,' my father writes to Lord Gren- 
ville, on the state of parties in 1809, * to mark equally 

* the line of distinction between us and the Ministers 

* on the one hand, and those who are urging those 

* popular questions in such pernicious modes on the 

* other,* 

• This ejcprcseion, which is now so uuiversally adopted, was Erst 
us<jk1 by my father in 1834, in answer to Lord Ebriogtou, who forwarded 
n letter to him, signed by numerous members of the House of Cgmmona, 
praying tliat h^ would reconejder his determi untton to resign. 
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The Tory of the present day — I mean the man, if 
such there be, who still assumes the name — would be 
almost surprised to be told that the distinguishing 
characteristic of his party in former times was that 
of the most uncompromising hostility to any approach 
towards civil or religious liberty : coercion with its 
most stringent and oppressive enactments in the one 
case; intolerance in its most bigoted form in the 
other. 

It is unnecessary for me to enter into the reasons 
which have hitherto delayed the publication of this 
Memoir. I regret that delay, unavoidable as it has 
been, for fresh generations have sprung up, or are fast 
springing up around us, belonging to which, I fear, 
there are few who have much knowledge of, and still 
fewer who take any interest in, these bygone times. 
While of those who took any part in the events of 
those days, who had either already entered, or were 
about to enter, upon the political stage, — 

* How few, all weak and withered in their force, 

Wait on the verge of dark Eternity, 

Like stranded wrecks, the tide returning hoarse 

To sweep them from our sight ! — Time runs his ceaseless course.' 

On one account, indeed, I am not sorry for the 
delay. During the period that has elapsed since I 
compiled this volume, many valuable additions have 
been made to the history of these times, and there are 
now few eminent statesmen amongst my father's con- 
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teinix^raries whose memoirs, diaries, or correspoiuIeiK 
haye Dot been given to the world hj their surviving 
friends and relatives. Bat even in such of the^e pnb- 
lications as give an exclusively Tory view of the 
events of the day, I have found nothing to render 
neceasary any material change in what I had written, 
I deal, as I have said, with opinions and principles 
rather than with facts; and even where I discuss the 
latter, m in the case of the dismissal of the Grenville 
Administration in 1807, or the negotiations for 
changes of Government in 1809-11 and 1*2, I find 
no reason to alter the impressions I had already 
formed and expressed. I have merely added pas- 
sages or notes from time to time, as 1 have read these 
works, either to mark some confirmation of my own 
views, or to correct what appears to me to be a mis- 
statement or a misapprehension on the part of others. 
I must here add, that for aU such views and opinions 
as I may express in the course of this volume, more 
especially whenever I compare the times to whicli 
it relates with those that have followed, I am entirely 
and solely responsible. 

I have not attempted to give any accovmt of my 
father in private life further than the short summary 
that will be found in a supplementary chapter at the 
end of the volume, simply because I found it utterly 
impossible, by any description in words, to give 
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an adi>quat4; idva to tliuse who did cot kuow him 
of all that h^ was iu his family. I have, however, 
inserted in Umt chapter extracti4 from hLs letters to 
moUicT, which will abundantly coufimi what 1 
ekwhei'c iiicideiitully allude to — ^hia fondness for his 
home, and his distaste for the turmoil of politics. 
Even these ai^* itisafficient, indeed, to make him tho- 
roughly known a.s I should wish the world to know 
bim, and as he was known to his family, in all the 
beauty of his ehamcter ; his noble and generous nature, 
, the imiulgcut kindlinesj* of his tllsix>sition, his tender 
^ntfeetionate heart ! 

I Of the manner in which I have discharged the task 
I I have set myself I need say nothing ; of this it is for 
I others to judge. I do not pretend to an impartiality 
wkich I should be ashamed of feeling^ — and indeed I 
liave before me the example of othei-s to warn me from 
^)' such profession * — lest while reading others a lee- 
te on the duty of such a quality in a biogi-apher, 
every line I write should be in contradiction to my 
^^ precepts. 

I am well aware how far my execution of the work 
falls i(hort of what I could wish it to be, and of what, 
tvimiderinji: the sul>jcct, it ought to be ; but I shall 

^L* the editufiiil renmrks on tbii ' Diwies and CurreteiKiiideiice of 
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dieerfall J sabmit to any criticism, whatever its nature, 
which may affect myself^ if I shall have helped the 
public in any degree to a better appreciation of him, 
whom I believe from my heart to have been one of 
the most enlightened statesmen, certainly one of the 
honestest and most disinterested, politicians of this 
or any other age. 

iDcorrapta fidee, nudaque Veritas — 
Quando ullum iuvoiient Parem ! 

Ajn-a, 1861. 
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Mr fether, the eldest surviving son of General Sir 
Charles^ afterwards Earl Grey, was bom at Fallodon, 
the seat of his father, in Northumberland, on the 13th 
0^ March ] 764 ; and at the early age of six years 
was sent to a preparatory school in Marylebone. 

At this school, of which, in after life, he always 
^ke with the utmost horror, he remained for three 
jQUTB, and then completed his education in the usual 
course at Eton and Cambridge. 

That he was considered to have distinguished himself 
^t Eton we may assume from the fact of his having 
^n asked to contribute the Latin verses composed 
^y him at that school, to a publication which ap- 
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peared in 1796, under the title of the * Musae Etonen- 
ses;* — and at Cambridge he obtained more than one 
prize for English composition and declamation. But 
he never had himself a good opinion of the system of 
education pursued either at Eton or the University at 
that time ; and used to say that almost all he knew 
he had acquired for himself after leaving College. 

On quitting Cambridge, and not being yet of age 
when the general election took place in 1784, he 
passed some time on the Continent, travelling through 
the south of France, Italy, and part of Germany, in 
the suite of Henry Duke of Cumberland. 

A vacancy, however, having occurred two years 
afterwards in the representation of Northumberland, 
he was returned, in July 1786, at the age of twenty- 
two, for his native county. This seat he held for 
twenty-one years 5 until the dissolution of Parliament 
following the dismissal of the ministry of which he 
had formed a part, in 1807 ; when being unexpectedly 
threatened with a contest, which the *No Popery' 
cry, got up against the members of that Government, 
made it difficult for him to support — at all events 
witiiout an expense that, in his position, expecting 
almost daily to be called to the House of Lords by 
the death of his father, it would have been madness in 
him to incur — ^he declined presenting himself for re- 
election. 

He made his maiden speech in the House of Com- 
mons in opposition to the address moved by Mr. Black- 
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ime to thank hk Majesty for the Commercial Treaty 
France, negotiated by Mr. Pitt ; expressing a dis^ 
trust of the French Government, ^vhich was at least 
greatly modified in after years, when, as first Minister 
cfthe Crown, he studiously and successfully cultivated 
the most friendly relations between the two countries. 
It may also be objected to that speech that the 
oplaions it avows are iBConsistent with the now 
recogmsed principles of soimd political economy. 
But qnestions of finance and commerce were never 
inucli to his taste, and the opinions he then pro- 
ftsaed were those rery genemlly entertained at the 
time by men supposed to be most conversant with such 
sabjects. Be this, however, as it may, the effect of 
tiuit gpeeeh was at once to place him, young as he 
*as, m the foremost rank, amongst the oratoi*s of an 
^cmbly rendered illustrious by the names of Fos, 
•^itt, Burke, Sheridan, &c. 

Mr. Addington (afterwards Speaker) thus describes 
toy father's first appearance : — 

*We had a glorious debate last night upon the 

* mofiou for an address of thanlss to the King for 

* having negotiated the Commercial Treaty, &c. . . A 

' tiew speaker presented himself to the House, and 

"^ went though his fij^t performance with an ^]at 

' wWch has not been equalled within my recollection, 

' His name is Grey. He is not more than twenty- 

t^'o years of age ; and he took his seat (for North- 
*ttiiiberland) only in the present session. I do not 

n2 
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' go too ht in declaring that in the advantage of 

* figure, voice, elocution, aod manner, he is not siir- 

* passed by any member of the House ; and I grievo 

* to say that he was last night in the ranks of Opposi- 

* tion, from whence there is no chance of his being 

* detached/* 

In this belief Mr. Addington was fully borne out 
by the event ; for thougli, even some months after, Mr, 
Fox declared in the course of debate that he * did not 

* 1/et consider Mr. Grey as a party man,' (expressing, 
however, his hope that he would soon become so^) 
my father does not appear himself to have hesitated 
for a moment as to his future coarse. He attached 
himself at once to that eminent man and the party of 
which he was the chief, as the exponents of those 
great priticiplea of well-regulated and constitutional 
liberty, trom his allegiance to which he never, in the 
coui-se of a long public career, swerved for a single 
instant. 

Devoting himself to the sup|x>rt of these principles 
with all the eagerness and energy of a thorough con- 
viction, and of an ardent and generous nature, he may, 
in alter years, have felt reason to regret that he had 
at times been hurried by his anxiety to promote them 
into participation in measures, or into the adoption of 
language, of which his maturer judgment disapproved ; 
but it is given to few public men to be able to look 

* Letter from Mr. Addington to his father, published in hia Me- 
moirs, 
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tk ufym a political career extending over half a 
cetitaty, with the satisfactiou of feeling tliat the 
prioeiples to the support of which he had dedicated 
Mniself at its commencement, had not only been cou- 
coDsistently adhered to by him throughout with an 
erer-increasing conviction of their sonndness, but 
tkt their trnth had been ultimately admitted by Iiis 
verv advei'sarics ; and that they had finally been 
JwJopted by the nation at large, as those alone on 
which any^ future Government could be constituted. 

At no period of his life, however, could my father 
Ixj justly considered as a mere party man. With the 
highest sense of the duties of men professing to belong 
to the same party towards each other, and of the 
aecesaity for the exercise of that forbearance and 
iJioderation in urging individual opinions without 
which he thought no body of independent members 
coold be kept together for any useful or practical pur- 
pose, he never came to the consideration of any great 
question with a mind narrowed to mere party views ;— 
that is to say, he was always far above adopting 
iWT line of conduct with a view to mere pmty advan- 
*^, if not satisfied, at the same time, that it was 
nuchas the true interests of the country demanded. 
It has been well and truly remarked of him, * that 
'instead of lessening himself to the stature of a 
*raere Whig, he would raise Whiggism to his own 

level.'* 

* Solioe of Lord Grey's Life in Monthly Cktonuh, 
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Tlie iratnediate effect of his first speech, wajs, as 
has been already raeiitioued, to rank him amongst the 
foremoat men in the House of Commons; and he 
was shortly afterwards named one of the managers 
charged with conducting the impeachment of Warren 
Hastings ; in which capacity he was intrusted with 
the introduction, in Westminster Hall, of the charge 
relating to the treatment of Chejt Singh. 

From this time till the dissolution of Mr, Pitt's 
first Administi-ation in 1801, he was in constant and 
active Opposition. On the question of peace or war 
in the then state of the Continent, and on those 
afi'ccting the domestic government of the country, 
he was at all times diametrically opposed to that 
Minister. 

During this period, as is well known, the revolu- 
tionary fever in Franco, with all its attendant horrors, 
was at its height ; — exciting in its commencement, and 
during its progress, hope or alarm in England, according 
to the particular bias of meu*8 minds. While, on the 
one hand, encouraged and led by the example of 
France, many Societies sprang up in England, assert 
ing the wildest doctrines of the day, — as furious and 
unreasoning a cry was raised, on the other, for 
the adoption of the most violent and unconstitu- 
tional measures nf coercion and repression; — ^a cry 
that was unfortunately only too successful, as the 
measures which were consequently adopted were 
only followed by the usual result of such a policy 
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thu namely, of aggmyating the mischief it was in- 
lemled to abate. 

If m?" fattier, not sharing in the anti-reYolntionary 
fQTtr which prevailed fimoGgst the adherents of Govern- 
racftt, extending even to many of the leading Whigs, 
deiioonced in strong language the course upon which 
Ministers now entered ] if he even sympathised in the 
earlier efforts of the French people to amend the 
STstem of Grovernraent that hajd so long oppressed them 5 
DO one, not the most violent of the alarmists, not Mr* 
Barke himself, c^uld condemn more strongly than he 
did the subsequent proceedings of the reyolutionary 
larty ill Fmuce. * There waa no man,' he said, in 
tlie course of the discusaiona to which the events in 
France gave rise, * who abhorred more than he did 
'their present Government He thought the Govern* 
^aieut of France was what it had been called by a 
'right hononrabie friend of his (Mr, Fox), a furious 
'and a rigid tyranny. Furious and rigid it certainly 
'waa, and the last form of Government under which 
'he would wish to live. He had rather live under 
'Calignla or Nero, than under the present Govern- 
'ment of Fiunce/ And having, on a subsequent 
l^ccaaion, been reminded of these words, he repeated : 
He was much obliged to the honourable gentleman 
'^ho had done him the honour to remember bis woi'ds- 
He had declared, and he would declare again, that 
*^e would rather live under the most despotic mo- 
'narchy, nay even under the rule of the King of 
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* Prussia, or the Empress of BnsstEi than under the 

* present Goverament of France.'* 

In disapproving, therefore, entirely of the domestic 
policy adopted by the GoTemment under the circum- 
stances of the time, it was not that he sympathized in 
any degree with those by whom the Societies abore 
alkded to were formed. On the contrary, no man 
could disapprove of their proceedings more strongly 
than he did. He w&s at all times opposed to any 
extreme democratic changes in the constitution, and 
many years later, in writing to Lord Holland on the 
subject of those who advocated such changeSi he says, 
*I wa3 opposed to these men in 1792, and I am op- 

* posed to them now.' We accordingly find, throughout 
his political career, that the Radical Partj% even while 
supporting his measures, evinced a strong spirit of 
hostility to himself. And when he at length formed 
the Administration by which his early principles were 
carried into effect, the question of Parliamentary 
Beform was no sooner settled than they became the 
most inveterate and persevering opponents of his 
Government. 

But he believed that the true way to meet and frus- 

• The extnicU given in the eout'fie of this Memoir from mj fatber''a 
speecheo, are all taken from the published Reporta in Hanjsard. No- 
thing could in general be more unsatisfactciy than the manner in wbioh 
reporting w^ conducted at this penod, and it ia sometimes difficult 
tYtn to catch the meaDing of what is ^ven aa a speech in Ftftrliament. 
Nor was my father m the habit, like many Members, of sending a cor- 
rected copy of his BpeecbeB as he spoke them, or intended to speak 
thmn. 
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'fittlbe designs of such men, and to give real strength 
to die Government, and to the institutions of the 
cfluutry, — was by the removal of glaring and acknow- 
ledged abuses ; and if, — after the famous quarrel in 
the House of Commons between Mr» Fox and Mr. 
Btirke^ ending in their final political separation, and in 
the seeession from the party of the alarmist Whigs, — 
if my father then attached himself more zealously than 
ever to Mn Fox,— if he even went beyond that states- 
loati in his assertion of popular principles of Govern- 
JaeQt, and in the steps which he took to support them, 
-it may be fearlessly asserted that it was strictly in 
a spirit — to use the expression he himself adopted 
loany years hiter in speaking of the principle on which 
he had proposed the Reform Bill of 1831^ — a spirit 
*cotLsermtive of the constitution.' 

It was entirely in this spirit that he now joined . 
^tJx other leading membei's of tbe Wbij^ party in 
*kt was named the * Society of the Friends of the 
People ;' a Society formed, not for the purpose of them- 

ives advocating revolutionary doctrines, but for that 
of supporting those constitutional reforms and changes 
vMeh were needed for the removal of acknowledged 
^omalies and abuses in our institutions^ and which, if 
^^ted, they believed would afford the best security 
^ the country against the designs of those who aimed 
^^ the subversion of the institutions themselves. 

The following leading members of the Whig party 
*ttrc associated with him in this Society ; — 
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Lords Lauderdale, Dacre, Einnaird, Ijord John 
Russell (the late Dtike of Bedford), Hon. Thomas 
Jlaitland, Hon. Thomas (afterwards Lord) Erskine, 
Sir Philip Francis, Sir R. Throckmorton, Messrs. 
Sheridan, Whi thread, Lambton, Dudley North, Car- 
wen, Tierney, Piggott (afterwards Solicitor-General), 
Leach (afterwards Yice-Chancellor of England), Rogers 
(the poet), Mackintosh, George Byng, &c, 

Mr. Fox, though not joining it himself, does not 
appear to have discouraged its formation. On the 
contrary, in writing to his nephew Lord llollaud in 
1796, he would seem to give a complete justificatiou 
of it: 'But among all the dangers,' he says, *of 
' which we have the option, I have no doubt that the 

* right part of a man who means well to the country 
' is to endeavour to rouse the people, before it becomes 

, ' too late, to act by other moans than those of force, by 

* ffivin*/ them leaders who mean imll, to direct their efforts 

* to such remedies to tlwpreseiit evils as are host likely to 
' create confimonJ 

Lord John Russell, in the 2ud vol. of his ' Life of 
Fox,' p. 281, says, indeed, that Mr, Fox disapproved 
of the formation of this Society, and that my father 
joined it without consulting him. Still I found what 
I say, as to Mr. Fox not discouraging its formation, 
on what ray father himself told me. During his last 
illness, when no longer able to walk, he used to be 
wheeled about the house in a chair, and on one occa- 
sion, when stopping, as he often did, before Mr. Fox's 
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, and gpeakiDg of the influence he had hold over 
Jum, lie added, * Yet he did not always use it a^ he 
b%ht liave done — one word from him would have 
'kept me ont of all the mess of the " Friends of the 
iVv}ple," but he never spoke it/ When I remarked 
at, considering he only advocated as one of that 
Society tlic principles to which he had given effect as 
Miaister, this was hardly to be regretted, he rrplied, 
"that might he true, but there were men joined with 
'liieiii hi that Society, whose views, though he did not 
' kuiw it at the time, were widely different from his 
' own, and with whom it was not safe to have any 
' eommuoicatiou.' On mentioning this conversation 
to the late Lord Dacre, he told me he remembered 
Mr. Fox used always to say he did not like to dis- 
iiragc the young ones. 

My object, however, is less to discuss the prudence 
01* imprudence of the step, than to show the tnily 
honest and patriotic motives which alone influenced 
'^y father in taking it. For this puipose I need only 
^Uotc the following explanation which he himself 
ive of the principles and objects of the Association : — 
'The fact was that observing an opinion was rising 
in the country that was likely to lead to danger if 
means to prevent it were not taken in time, a set of 
gentlemen, of whom he had tlic honour to be one, had 
Lliought the best possible means of preventing mis- 
chief was to look into the constitution, and to suggest 
ibc correction of such abuses as might be found to 



14 LIFE AND OPINIONS OF 

entirely setting my &ther aside^ when the question of 
Reform is talked of, in order to give the whole credit 
of the triumph that was then achieved, to younger 
reformers, who played, after all, but a subordinate 
part in the final struggle. We have Lord John 
Russell's own admission, on introducing the BiU on the 
1st of March 1831, that my fether laid down the prin- 
ciples on which the measure was to be founded, the 
details of which were worked out by other members of 
the Government 'Although,* he said, *I cannot 

* pretend .to be the author of the measure, neither can 

* I say that I have been kept in ignorance of its 
' nature. The measure itself, after the noble Lord who 
^ is at the head of the Government had formed it in his 
' ottm miiidy and communicated it to his colleagues^ was 
' communicated to me, &c. . , . Sir, I regret that the 
' noble Lord cannot by the law and usage of Parliar 

* mcnt be permitted to explain his measure to the 

* House, in his own clear and intelligible language ; 
' but as that is impossible, I trust the House will 

* favour me with its indulgence, &c' 

And the fight once begun, it was to my &ther, 
above all others, — to the skill and courage with which 
he conducted it,— that the victory was due. Without 
the firmness and, strange as it may sound in Tory ears, 
the moderation he displayed in carrying the measure 
through Parliament ; had he yielded on one side, to 
the attempts of the Opposition to impair the efficiency 
of the measure ; or, on the other, had he allowed him- 
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self to be driven by the clamour of the liberal press, 
auii oi' the more eager of the party, into a premature 
and nuDecessary exercise of the power conceded to 
bim by (he King of creating peers; the question 
ffOuM, ill all probability, either not have been settled 
at all in 1S32, and m 1848 we might, like the rest of 
Europe, have had to deplore the evils and miseries of 
a stat€ of revolution, — or it woiold have been settled 
only after a social struggle which would have placed 
tlie very existence of the Empire in jeopardy, and 
would have proved assuredly fatal to all well-regulated 
anil constitutional liberty. 

As an instance of the pressure, to which I have 
lUaded above, put ni)on him when the success of the 
Ueform Bill seemed doubtful in 1832, I must here 

te a letter from the late Mr. Sydney Smith, 
Written to my mother during the crisis : — 

*I am alarmed for Lord Grey. So are many 
cttliers. Is there a strong probability^ amountiog 
silmost to a certainty, that the Bill will be carried 

without a creation of Peers? No. Then make them, 
JJat the King wiUmt Then resign. But if the King 
wi^ create* we shall lose more than we gain. I doubt 
It Many threaten who will not vote against the 
BilU , . There is not a moment to lose. The charac- 
ter of Lord Grey is a valuable public jxyssession. 
Lord Grey must say to his colleagues to-raon'ow: 

draws near \ you must choose 
and evil." . . . *' I am sure the 
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* Bill will not pass without a creation ; it may pass 

* with one. It is the only expedient for doing what 

* from the bottom of my heart I believe the country 

* requires, I w'dl create, and create immediately, or 
' resign." , . . If you wish to be happy three months 
' henee, create Peers. If you wish to ayoid an old 

* age of sorrow and reproach, create Peers. If you 
' wish to retain my friendship—it is of no sort of con- 
' sequence whether you create Peers or not \ I shall 

* always retain for you the most sincere gratitude and 

* affection, without the slightest reference to yonr poll- 

* tical wisdom or your political errors ; and raaj Grod 

* bless and support yon in one of the most difficult 

* momenta that ever occurred to any public man.* 

The following not^ is added by my mother to the 
above letter : — ' Many of Lord Grey's friends, as re- 

* presented by Mr. S, Smith, concurred in the opinions 
' expressed in this letter, and the whole of the liberal 

* press, the " Times " in particular, urged the neces- 

* sity of creating Peers with alarming violence, and 
' did not scruple to assert, that even the life of an old 

* and timid man should be sacrificed for the good of 
' the country ! And had the Bill been again thrown 

* out, there is every probability that Lord Grey would 

* have nm considerable risk. Fully aware of this fact» 

* it was therefore an act of no inconsiderable courage 

* to resist the entreaties of his friends and the opinion 

* of the public ; but the event justified the wisdom of 

* his decision. Sincerely determined to carr}^ the Bill 
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* if possible, he felt that his best chance of success was 

* ID resisting the ch\mours iif his party, arid the dan- 

* peroos method proposed lor meeting the difficulty/ 
But It is time to return from a digression into which 

^ the natural desire to vindicate my father's right to a 
I share at least of the credit attaching to the Reform 
victory of 1832 has led me. 

The success which has attended that measure — 
jugly marked as it has been by the position main- 
aed by Eagland when not only France, but the 
yrhoh Continent of Europe was again convulsed by 
rerolntion in tlio year 1848— is the best answer that 
can be given to the objection, successfuly urged in 
175*2, against the policy recommended by the Whigs, 
yit, : that the time was not fit for the consideration 
of such questions. 
In giving notice on the SOth of April 1702, * that 

* he should, in the course of next session, have the 
'honour of submitting to the consideration of the 

* House, a motion, the object of which was a TJcform 
' in the repreacntation of the people/— my father pro- 
ceeded to 8ay that, * Abuses had been permitted to 
' creep into the constitution through neglect, or had 
^becn tntnxluced into it through corruption, and those 

* abases were of a nature so dangerous that they 
*llireatcned the very existence of the constitution 
^itselt* . . *Tlie titncs were critical, and the minds of 

* the people agitated. It was to do away every cause 
'of complaint, and to preserve the peace of the public 

c 
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* and the general tranqaillity, that he wished a Reform 

* to take place in the representation. In his mind it 

* was a point of the utmost importance that the Honse 

* should enjoy the good opinion of the pnbllc, and 

* possess their confidence as a true representation of 

* Uie people. . , The loss of that character might 

* produce all the miseries of civil commotion, with 

* which God forbid this nation should ever be afflicted. 

* If there were those who wished to promote confosion 

* and escite mischief he exceedingly regretted it. He 

* disclaimed all connection with such persons, and 
must ever reprobate their conduct. He was con- 

' vinced, however, that the evils which threatened the 

* constitution could only be corrected by a timely 

* and temperate Reform ; and, in his mind, the measure 

* demanded the serious considemtion of every friend 

* of his country, and would be found deserving of his 
' support.* 

Such was the moderate and constitutional language 
in which my father, as the organ in Parliament of the 
Society of the Friends of the People, then advocated 
the necessity of this great measure, and in a similar 
tone of moderation (a tone from which he at no time 
departed), he corresponded with such of the provin- 
cial associations in connection with the Society in 
London, as applied to him for advice. Of this the 
following letter to the Secretary of the Society formed 
at Norwich, may be taken as an example : — 
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* T mvE been favoured with your letter* toge- 
' (her with one for the Society of the " Friends of the 
•P^ple," which I have sent to I/ondon to be laid 

* before tile Couiuiittee. . . . You are pleased to 
'desire my iustructiona aa to what is proper to be 
^doiie. The best I can give you are contained in the 
' diffei-ent publications of the " Friends of the People/* 

* which I have desired to be sent to you, and which 

* contain a fair exi^osition of our principles, and of 
'the m^iia by which w^e wish to carry them into 

* effect. Above all let me recommend to you modera- 

* tion, both in your views and in your language. It is 

* tins that you will defeat the enemies of liberty, whose 
'cMef advantage consists in representing every pro- 
'posal for Reform as tending to subvert the constitu- 

* tion. I shall he happy at all times to receive from 
' yon such communications as you may be pleased to 

* honour me with, and to assist you by every means 
' ia my power, so long as your proceedings shall be 

* temperately and wisely conducted, in endeavouring 

* to obtain such a measure of Reform as will correct 
' the abuses without impairing the forms or violating 

* the principles of the constitution, 
* I have the honour, &c., 



.But strictly constitutional as were the principles on 
^icl) this Society was founded and the objects which 

c2 
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it Itftd in Tiew, and stadlonsly moderate as was 
language m which those Tiews were adrocated. it w\ 
always the policy of the GoTemnieut to seek tol 
eoofotmd it with the other more Tiolent aod really^ 
pevolotionary Societies which no doubt also existed^ 
Contemporary historians, attached for the most part 
to the Tory party, have followed this example; and! 
Qothing can be generally more tmfair or erroQeoos than' 
the impression which has coDseqaeotly been created m 
to the principles and objects of this Society. It may be | 
doubted, indeed, whether, considering the circumstances ' 
of the time, and what was afterwards shown to be the 
character and designs of some of the members, its forma- 
tion was altogether a pnident measure; and on the! 
latter ground especially, my father himself, in later 
years, as I have already mentioned, saw reason to| 
regret the share he had taken in it. It is also certain 
that it tended to widen the breach already existing in J 
the great Whig party. But numerically weak as the 
Opposition already wus^ it scarcely seems that the 
immediate efifect of this Society could have l)een of 
much importance one way or the other ; and on the 
other hand, in its ultimate consequences, when the { 
principles on which the Society was founded achieved l 
their final triumph in 1830-32, there can be no doubt I 
that my father, as leader of the great Reform move- 
ment at the latter period, derived additional strength 
from the circumstance, acknowledged by the most 
inveterate of his opponents, that he was only givij 
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as Minister, to the policy which he had con- 
siatenllj and unllinchingly advocated, through good 
report and evil report, from the time when, forty years 
liefore, he had first agitated the question of Reform aa 
the organ of the ' Friends of the People.* 

In 1793, in pnreuance of the notice which he bad 
given, my father brought forward his motion for 
referring the petition of the * Friends of the People/ 
jiraying for Parliamentaiy Beform, to a committee. 

* He well knew/ he said, * the difliculty he should 

* have to encounter in the argument as to the danger 
' of the times. This indeed was a never-failing argn- 

* ment, in times of war and in times of peace. If our 

* situation happened to be prosperous, it was then 

* asked whether we could be more than happy or inore 

* than free ? In the season of adversity, on the other 

* hand, all reform or innovation was deprecated, from 

* the pretended risk of increasing the evil and pressure 

* of our situation, . . . From all this it would ap- 

* pear the time for Re form never yet had come, and 

* never would come.* In the course of his speech on 
thfe occasion he added in a prophetic spirit, ' that he 
' and his friends hail published last year their opim'ons 
'on this subject, and credit would some time or other 
Mje given them for it' That credit has at length 
been given. The principles of progressive Reform 
are now, wo may say, universally adopted ; but at the 
time we arc writing of, ^liiiistcrs did not appeal fn 
Tiiu lo Uie fears uf the House. Under the terror 
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then inspired by tlie proceedings in France, the danger 
of bringing forward such questions at such a period 
was successfully urged, and the motion was rejected 
by a yast majority, only forty-one members being 
found in the House of Commons, after a two-daya' 
debate, to vote in its favour. That Reform might at 
this time have been safely conceded, my father thus 
records his opinions in a letter, written in November 
X793j to a friend in Northumberland: *I am more 

* convinced than ever,' he writes, ' that a Reform in 

* Parliament might now be peaceably eflected, " Mais 

* cet eflfet ticnt a la minute, et dans pen il ne sera 

* peut-etre plus temps de regartler sa montre/' . . * 

* I am afraid that we are not wise enough to profit by 

* experience, and what has occasioned the rain of 
' other Governments will overthrow this — a pcrse- 
' verance in abuse until the people, maddened by 

* excessive injury, and roused to a feeling of their 
' own strength, will not stop within the limits of mo- 

* derate reformation.' 

* Things grow every day more unpromising/ he 
again writes to the same friend, in March 1794, *and 

* the high-prerogative doctrines of the Government on 
I * one side, and the violence of those on the other 

* whose conduct I do not commend, but whose temper 

* I cannot much wonder at, seem to threaten an 
' alarming crisis/* 



• Leit^m to Thomas &i^&, Esq., kindly communicatetl to m© hy 
Littfion, 



LORD GREY. 



Failing in all his endeavours, renewed in succeeding 
•faBious, to have the sabject of Parliamentary Reform 
referred to the considcratiou of a Committee, my 
father, in 1797, brought forward himself a specific 
plan. But in 1797 the same fears which had hitherto 
indisposed men*s minds to the entertaioing of such a 
qttfistion still prevailed. They still saw confusion and 
reToIation iu every proposal for any change or im- 
provement in our institutions, however constitutional 
Ike proposal might be, and however temperate the 
time itt which it was advocated ; and it was easy for 
Ministers, taking advantage of these fears, to defeat 
alt such proposals, as tending to inevitable anarchy 
and confusion, such as existed in France. The pro- 
posed measure was consequently rejected by a majority 
of tvo hundred and fifty-six to ninety-one. 

Equally unavailing was the opposition which my 
fatber strenuously offered to what he considered the 
lalse system adopted by Government ; that, namely, 
of endeavouring to check revolutionary principles by 
measures only of coercion and repression. The true 
^ay, he argued, to avert danger, was to remove any 
jnat cause of complaint ; whde the opposite course, 
Which alone seemed to be relied upon by Ministers 
ferthe maintenance of tranquillity, could scarcely fail 
^ produce the very evils against which their legisla^ 
ttoa was directed. * If the conduct of any set of men/ 
^ Said, * was calculated to excite insurrection, it was 
%tof Ministers, who, by proclamations calumniating 



24 



LIFE AWB OPINIOKS OF 



' whole descriptions of men as seditions, and announcing 
' insurrections that never existed, filled the minds of 

* the people with false alarms, and taught every man 
'to distrust, if not to hate, his neighbour/ *And 

* certainly,' he repeated upon a similar occasion a few 
years later, ' recourse ought not to be had to measures 

* of terror. He was convinced that such a sj^stem 
^ would create that dissatisfaction and jealousy which 

* had produced such fatal effects in other countries.* 

Let me here state in Mr, Fox's words, the principles 
of the policy advocated by himself and that portion 
of the Whig party which, with jny father, still ad- 
hered to him :— 

'It may be asked,' he said, *what would I propose 

* to do in times of agitation lilte the present ? I will 

* answer openly. If there is a tendency in the 

* Dissenters to discontent, because they conceive 
' themselves to be unjustly suspected^ and cruelly 

* calumniated, I would instantly repeal the Test 

* and Corporation Acts, and take from them, by such 
' a step, all cause of complaint. If there were any 
' persons tinctured with a republican spirit, because 

* they thought the representative Government waa 

* more perfect in a republic, I would endeavour to 
' amend the rei)resentation of the Commons, to show 

* that the House of Commons, though not chosen by 
' all, should have no other interest than to prove itself 

* the representative of all. If there were men dissatis* 
' tied in Scotland or Ireland on account of exemptions 
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'and disabHities, of unjust prejudices and cmel re* 
'strictions, I would repeal the penal statutes, which 
'are a disgrace to our law books. If there were 
*olfaer complaints of grievances, I would redress them 
'where they were really proved; but above all, I 
^ would constantly, and cheerfully, and patiently 
' listen/ 

Every one will judge for himself, according to his 
|Htuliar bias, whether the policy recommended by the 
Opixisition, or that pursued at this time, by the 
ttovernment, is the true policy to follow under such 
ckurastances as the country was then placed in. 
Those who supi>ort the former may, however, be 
allowed to point, with some degree of conidence, to 
tlie resultj which followed the course pursued by my 
lather's Government in 1830 — 33, when he had an 
flpportunity of carrying itito practice the principles he 
DOW advocated in vain. The throne of France had 
again been overthrown by a revolution, which had 
^tended to Belgium, and which had found its usual 
•^cho amongst the disaffected of all countries; and 
inder the excitement caused by the events on the 
f^ontlnent, (rendered more dangerous, as it was, by 
*b existence of a considerable amount of distress, and 
•^ftsequeut discontent amongst the labouring classes 
St borne,)* revolutionary and republican doctrines 

The feeling in London was such, that the Duke of Weniiagtoii had 
"^Ougbt it ueceBsary to advise the King not to paj an intended visit to 
^ City ; whiisi in the agricultural districts incendiarism piuvailed to 
* tearful extent. 
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were rife through the land ; and political unions, 
proclaiming the wildest theories of Government, sprang 
up on all sidea. Great wag the alarm they occasioned, 
and strong the pressure put npon Government to 
indace it to adopt energetic measures for their reprea- 
sion. But though my lather was always prepared, 
by a vigorous exertion of the existing powers of the 
law, to uphold its authority, and to punish its viola- 
tion, he steadily refused to have recourse to extra- 
ordinary means, and, adhering to the conciliatory 
policy he had advocated in 1792, the danger which 
had been apprehended from these bodies passed away, 
and even those who had been the most alarmed, and 
the most clamorous for strong measures, afterwards 
admitted the wisdom of his decision. 

But far different was the coarse pursued by Mr. 
Pitt's Government in 1792, aod the following years. 
Supported by immense majorities in Pai-liament, 
Miuisters obtained a suspension of the Habeas Corpus 
Act ; various enactments were passed, giving a wider 
construction to charges of treason and sedition ; pro- 
clamations were issued against seditious meetings, &c. 
But when, encouraged by the support they thus re- 
ceived in Parliament, they endeavoured to give effect 
to their coercive measures, and under the new inter- 
pretation of treason, Home Tooke, Hardy, Thelwall, 
&c, &c., were in October 1794, brought to trial at the 
Old Bailey, they no longer met with the same success. 
The prosecutions thus instituted by the Attorney- 
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General, resulted, as political prosecutions of this 
mtare generally liave done m England, in the ac* 
[ qaittal of all the prisonei-s. 

' I have written all the news,' my lather writes to 
my mother, * to Mrs. Ponsonby, or rather have told 
' h©r that there m nothing new. The only thing I 

* have omitted, is the arraignment of the prisoners for 
' high treason this morning at the Old Bailey. They 

nil pleaded not giiilty , * . 

* Home Tooke made a speech on the subject, which 
he introdaced by saying, " My lord, you as yet do 
not know what imprisonment is." When he was 
asked, as is usual, how he would be tried? He 
shook his head, and said, *'I would be tried by God 
aod my country *V * * The first trial, which will be 
Ilardy's, comes on on Tuesday. I believe I shall 
attend it in order to learn how to conduct rayselt 
when it comes to ray turn. You see by these new 
rtinst ructions of treason, they have found a much 
better way of disposing of obnoxious persons, than 
by sending them to Botany Bay; and one which 
wiU aavo both you and me a great deal of trouble, 
I am not, however, verj^ aml>itious of being classed 
«ven with Algernon Sydney.* 

My father, again writing from the Old Bailey, where 
^e attended these trials, denounces strongly the ' new 

* constructions of treason under which no man was 
' flife,* aod the 'shocking scenes of infamy* exliibited 
hi the examination of the Government spies. ' 1 have 
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* DO power,* he says, * nor do I believe the English 

* language aflbrds words sufficiently strong, to express 

* my abhorrence of the whole proceeding. If this 

* man* (Hardy, who was first brought to the bar) 'is 

* hanged, there is no safety for any one. Innocence 

* no longer affords protection to a person obnoxious to 

* those in power, and I do not know how soon it may 

* come to my turn.' * And in another letter he says, 
' I am writing from the bench with a judge at iny 
' elbow, who I am not quite sure docs not think I 
' ought rather to be in Mr. Hardy's place at the bar* 
' I went last night,' he adds, * with Sheridan and Lau- 

* derdale, during an interval of the trial, to see Home 

* Tooke in Newgate. I always disliked him, and 

* never before met him but in contest ; but the oppres- 

* sion and persecution of which he is the victim, make 
' me forget all that is past.' Again he says, ' So hor- 

* rible a scene of perjury as was exhibited last night 

* makes one blush for the depravity of human nature. 
' But what shall we say of those who can employ such 
' instruments, to whose means of seduction, which poor 
'men often cannot resist, these horrors are owing?* 
. . . ' Such have been in general,' he adds, ' the last 

* ellbrts of expiring Governments, and they only acce*- 
' lerate the conclusion. God grant that the effect 
^ which experience proves, in most countries, to baYe 



• Wherever, as frequently happ«UB, I quote letters without sajing to, 
whom thoy axo uddreased^ it ia to T>e understood that they are to my 
mother, 
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followed front such causes, inay not happen m this.-^ 
' 1 think the whole procce(liti<,' eqiially wicked and im- 
*IH)litic, and these men, alive or dead, who are now 
*mHicr trial, will be more dangerous than they were 
• before; 

It iras loBg, however, before our Hioisters learnt 
tlie lesson which the failure of these trials was calcu- 
lated to teach — that popular discontent is not to be 
SBccessfully met by suspensions of the Habeas Corpus 
Act and by prosecutions for high treason. And it was 
not till many years later, after repeated failures on 
tk part of a Tory Government to stifle the voice of 
Ihe people by such means, that a'^Tiig Administration 
was at length formed under my father, vindicating by 
tk success of their measures in restoring tranquillity 
b a disturbed country, the soundness of the principles 
ofGoverumeTit which he and his friends had so long, 
in Opposition, advocated in vain. 

Iq 1798 my father was summoned to Maidstone as 
1 witness to character on behalf of Arthur O'Connor, 
^lio, with Dr. O'Coigley and others, were tried for high 
treflsou in consequence of their supposed connection 
Mh the Irish rebellion. This was a very different 
from that of the English agitators, to whose trials 
allusion has already been made. In their case do 
<touht could exist of the treasonable nature of the de- 
signs of the Irish rebels, and the only question could 
e\r far Mr. O'Connor and the other prisoners 
rued in them. ' You will probably hear,* 
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he writes to my mother, * before this reaches you, of 
' O'Connor's acquittal .... This ia all the good I 

* have to tell you» for what will you say of the 

* humanity and justice of the Duke of Portland ' (then 
Home Secretary), *when I tell you that there was a 

* warrant in Court, signed by him, to take O'Connor 

* on another charge of high treason ! Apprehensive 

* of this, as soon as sentence of death had been passed 

* on O'Coigley, O'Connor stepped over the dock, in 
' hopes that he was legally discharged, and might get 

* away before the messengers could seize him. They 

* immediately rushed forward, calling ont to stop him, 

* as they had another warrant. Some of his friends 

* endeavoured to obstruct them, and this for some 

* minutes created a great confusion in the Court, which 

* ended by O'Connor's being seized by the me^engera. 
' He then addressed the Court, and said be would 

* rather be consigned to the same fate as O'Coigley, and 

* suffer death immediately, than drag out an existence 
' under such continued persecution. . .• He is to be 

* removed immediately to Ireland, I suppose to be 

* tried there, wherCj I suppose, the Duke of Portland 

* and his associates think they manage things better.* 
O'Connor was acquitted, as above-mentioned. Dr. 
O'Coigley was convicted, and afterwards executed. 

* And to say the truth/ my father says, in writing of the 
latter, * he deserves his fate.' But against the system 
of government in Ireland which had led to the out- 
break, his voice was raised as loudly as it was against 
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tiiaj ffbich he so long combated in vain in England ; 
Qfifortunately, with as little effect * Alas !' he writes 
m ihe 23 rd of May 1798, in speaking of Ireland, 

* what can we do ? We have no meana of obtaining 
' redress. But, I confess, against those who have I 
' begin to feel almost as much indignation as against 
' the active authors of our calamities/ And again in 
July of the same year :* * Bad as the public accounts 
' are/ he says» * tLey are not worse than I expected, or 
' than I shall continue to expect, so long as that hor- 
*rible system, to which 1 for one shall ever ascribe 
'the present revolt, continues to be acted on* We 

* nsed all the efforts we could to give some check to 

* it, and I really thought that by the last debate in 

* the House of Commons we had made at least such 

* u impression with respect to the conduct of Lord 
' Clare as would probably have occasioned his removal 

* from office. ... In the House of Lords, however, a 

* Tery different tone was assumed, and put an end to 
' ^1 these speculationg. From that moment all hopes 
' of any change, either in the councils or system of 
' feland, ceased in my mind, and with them all hopes 
'^f preserving for any length of time the connection 
*of the two countries. ... I for one/ he proceeds, 

•^anot rejoice in the accounts that are called good* 
^Ven in the view of our Ministers, who rest for the 
oppression of the revolt upon the use of unqualified 
' '*>i'ce alone, I cannot think them so good as they 

* Letter to Mrs, PoQ&onby, July 11, 17P8, 
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* would iToakc us believe. ... To me, however^ who 
' tliiiik the use of the scourge and the bayonet will 
' only create fresh provocation, and that though you 

* may gain victories, victories will not gain the peo- 

* pie, the accounts published every day in the Grovern* 

* ment papers furnish only fresh matter of despondency 

* and dismay.' 

While parties were thus at issue on the subject of 
our domestic policy, the progress of events had also 
involved the decision by this country of the question 
of peace or war. Several discussions on the same 
subject had already taken place, in which my father 
took an active part ; first, on the occasion of a dispute 
with Spain, respecting certain occurrences in Neotka 
Sound; and afterwards, with respect to the circum* 
stances under which an armament had been prepared 
for ix)ssible hostilities against Russia. The details of 
these disputes would now be of little interest, and they 
are only referred to here in so far as their discussion 
afforded my father an opportunity of explaining the 
general principles which invariably guided him on 
similar questions, and more particularly ou that (of 
constant recurrence for so many years), of the nature 
of our relations with the French Bepublic and Empire. 

On the question of peace or war, he invariably sepa- 
rated the consideration of the measures necessary for 
the efficient conduct of a war, if war there was to be, 
from that of the conduct of the Government which had 
led to it. To inquire into the latter, he considered 
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lie special privilege and eren duty of Parliament. 
Nor could the fear, or indeed the certainty, of having 
Lis motives misconstrued or misrepresented, induce 
hiin to forego the privilege, or deter him from the per- 
formance of the duty. 

Having given his hearty concurrence to the address 
moved by Mr. Pitt, to assure His Majesty of the 
zealoiLS and effectual support of the Commons^ should 
the dispute with Spain unfortunately lead to hostilities, 
he afterwards made several motions for the production 
of papers to explain the state of our relations with that 
poMtry. He admitted, to the fullest extent, the wis- 
dom of cur institutions, in giving to the Crown the 
pnjfogative of making peace or war; but he com- 
Ij&led on every occasion the doctrine by which it was 
nought to shelter ministerial responsibility under the 
s^Jiidow of that ])rerogative, and insisted strongly ou 
ll»e right of the House of Commons to full information, 
'As such a motion/ he said, in allusion to one he 
bad made in this view, ' might be construed as if it 
' were designed to embarrass Government and impede 

* their measures, he found it nece&sary to declare, that 

* 'lo man felt more strongly for the honour and dignity 

* "^r the British nation than he did. National honour 
Was thought a visionary' thing by some, but he hardly 
'luagined it would be professed in that House to be 
50. Every nation ought to be careful of that honour ; 
't ought not to be guilty of one single mean submis- 
sion, lest such submission should countenance other 
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* attacks upon its honour, a vigorous mamtenaw 

* of which was the most likely means of preserving the 

* blessings of peace.'* 

* No man applauded more than he did/ he observed, 
upon another occasion, ' the wisdom of the Legislature 
' in giving to the Executive Power the separate right 

* of negotiating all treaties of alliance, and of war and 

* peace* No man felt the principle more strongly or 

* acknowledged its value more gratefully. It was to 
' that principle, maintained and supported by the 
' House, that we owed our honour, and the rank wc 

* held amongst the nations of Europe, But if this 

* principle was so sacred, how were we to secure it 

* inviolate ? Where were we to look for the prescrva- 
' tion of this power from abuse, but to Parliament ?' 

, . . *It was a first principle, in that House, to 

* inquire, when inquiry was safe, and might be adopted 

* without the smallest degree of danger/f And again, 
on a subsequent occasion : ' He could not sit do\\^i,' 
he said, * without taking notice of those doctrines 
' of confidence which were every day carried to a 
' greater extent, and which converted the House of 

* Commons into what was little better than the Parlia- 

* ment of Paris before the late Revolution. If this 
' doctrine of confidence was still extended, that House 

* would soon serve no other purpose than merely to 

* approve and register the acts of the King's Ministers.' 

* May 12, 1790. 

t Speech on moving for Piipera relative to thti CauventioM with 
Spain, Dec. 13, ITW. 



LORD GRET. 



S6 



. . . *They were dcmred to give the Minister full 
'credit for everything he had proposed; they were to 

* act on his bare wort!. This, he contended, was bo 
*|«irt of the necessary confidence due to the executive 

* Gfovemment,' . , , * He had not the smallest objec- 
'lioQ to the Eoyal prerogative^ and particularly to 
'that part of it which enabled the Crown to make 
' fieace and war, and to manage foreign negotiations ; 
' bat he thought they were the best friends of that 
' prerogative who wished to confine it within proper 
' limits.** And in the course of another debate, he 
again asserted * the right of the House of Commons — a 
' right not to be defeated by new^langled doctrmes of 
'confidence or prerogative/ . . . *A right in that 
'House to inquire into the justice, policy, and wisdom 
'of a war, before involving the country in expence in 
' snpport of it/f 

• He hoped,' he once more repeated— on moving for 

pajJers relative to the war between Russia and the 

Porte—* he hoped that the House would never be so 

' attached to a system of blind confidence in Adminis- 

' tration, or so remiss in the discharge of its first and 

'fliost sacred duty, as to neglect all inquiry. This 

' ^'B3 now the third time he had come forward to move 

' for the production of papers, and no ill success should 

'discourage him from persisting in what he considered 

^ Speecb on moviug Beaolutions reepectiiig the PrepaLratio'nfi for a 
^^f with Russia, April 12, 1791 . 

t S|j«9ecb on moTiug for mformation rcspectisg the cauae of the prc- 
'"^ vmafiieiit, June S, 1791. 
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to be his duty. First, when he moved for papers 
' the subject of the Spanish armament, it was then 
urged as an objection^ the necessity which existed for 
' secrecy, and the danger of producing papers pending 
' a negotiation. Secondly, when he had taken an 
opportunity of renewing that motion, when called 
upon for a vote of approbation, it was found that 
though the negotiation was over, the reign of confi- 
dence had not ceased.' ... * Thus with confidence 
' pending negotiations, and confidence after their con- 
clusion, the Minister appeared to have got a general 
indemnity.' ... * The question was, whether they 
should, on that occasion act as became the honest 
' representatives of a free people, or like the syco- 
phants of the Crown, and the flatterers of the people. 
He reminded the House of Her Imperial Majesty's 
answer to the arrogant demands of the right honour- 
able gentleman. She had said that there was a duty 
which she owed to her subjects, and that she was 
bound to convince them that their blood and treasure 
had neither lieen wantonly nor unnecessarily ex- 
' pcndcd. He lamented that it should be necessary 
' to quote the opinion of a despotic monarch, who well 
knew that aljsolute as her jxjwer was, as her subjects 
themselves confessed it to be, and extensive as wero 
her dominions, the existence of the one, and the 
integrity of the other, depended on opinion. She 
well knew that in this country, obedience to the 
Government implied protection to the subject, and 
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Mt vms incumbent on that Hoa^c to take up lier 

* language, and to say that there was a duty which 
^thevowed to their constituents^ and that they were 

to couTLQce them that their treasure had noE 

* been wantouly or unnecessarily expended/ 

It has not lieen my olyject in this memoir to enter 
ihh die liistory of the particular events of the time, 
further than as they serve to illustrate the general 
principles on which my father based his political 
opinions. Otherwise it might not have been with- 
out interest, considering the late war in which we 
b?c lH?en engaged with Russia^ to consider in some 
detail the causes which had almost led us into a 
tprrel with the Empress Catherine la 1791, and from 
«hich, indeed, we only escaped by the abandonment 
of Ik pretensions we had at first put forward: 
Amongst other points that we had at fii*st insisted on,' 
^!is the restomtion of Ocksakow (a fortress on the 
Ti^lit bank of the Dnieper, and opjjosite Kinburu) to 
IHe Turks- We yielded to its retention by Russia, as 
^^U as to the other demands of the Erapresa, whose 
rtmrks, quoted above, had reference especially to 
ti'is object. The dispute respecting the possession 
of tiis fortress, gives a good measure of the advance 
Biatic by Russia in the East since 1791. 

On the general question of peace and war my father 
M thus expressed his opinion : — * There were some 

* tmths/ he said, * which appeared to be so clear and 
' nrideut that no man was dispascd to dispute them. 
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' Amongst these, he conceived^ ought to be reckoned 

* the just causes for going to war.' , . . 'He should 

* maintain thin proposition, that the onlj just cause of 
' war originated in the principle of self-defence ; and 

* no war could be justified on the grounds (to use a 

* fashionable phrase) of political expediency, whatever 
' the consequences of it might be, and however prolit- 
' able and advantageous it might turn out to the State. 

* The principle of self-defence, therefore, was the sole 
' ground on which a war could be justified. The 

* cases in which a war was just, he conceived, might 
' be reduced to three heads :■ — First, when it was 

* undertaken to redeem a right forcibly withheld, and 
^ to which we had an irresistible claim ; secondly, in 

* providing for future safety ; and the last, a right of 

* repeUing an unjust attack. These,' he said, * were the 
' only three causes that could justify any war, except 

* another, which might be included under the third 

* head, and that was, where an ally had been unjustly 

* attacked, lie laid particular stress upon the worda^ 

* W}ju8tly attacked^ not being willing to admit that 
' when an ally was an aggressor, and refused to raaki 
' reparation, the nation with whom he was in alliance 
' was obliged to support him. A nation was bourn 

* to support an ally only in the case of an unjust attac 

* and even then only according to the specific meauiu 

* of the treaty entered into between them. The onlj 
' three causes, therefore, for going to war were, U 

* redeem a right, to provide against danger, and t< 
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* repel an attack ; and any principle of supposed pc»licy 

* that stood ia oppositiou to these tbree causes, aud 
' did not come within one or other of them, coald 
' never be a just cause of war. Omnia qum defend^ 

* rtpeti^ repclli posmtnt, Tliese were the words of 

* Caruillus to his soldiers, and were full of wisdom, 

* policy, and justice/ , . , ' Perhaps he might be 

* tohl that he had admitted that a country wa5 bound, 
^ for its own safety, to guard against the dangerous 
*aggraudi2cment of any one power. This was cer* 
■ tsunly true \ but he must be undei-stootl to suppose 

* that that aggrandizement was aimed at by Tiolcnt 

* and unjust means ; that it was clear and obvious ; 

* that the danger artsiug from it was BYident ; and the 

* not providing for it in the best way in our power 

* would be to neglect our own safety. The country 

* which failed to watch and oppose the aggrandizement 
' of another that became dangerous, would neglect its 
' own interest. But he could not see the necessity of 

* that superfluous caution which was alai-med at every 
'sUght api»earance, and anxious to guard against every 

* remote contingency/ . . , * It was on this principle, 
'on the first view of it, that the balance of power of 

* Europe had been founded/ ... * To that system 
' and to the preservation of it, he had heard the 

* epithets of wild and romantic applied. The balance 

* of power in Europe was, indeed, a matter of the 
itost importance. He would not tell the jieasant 

this bahmoe was wild and romantic. He would 



40 



LIFE AKD OPINIONS OF 



' not seek to conTince Lim that the object which he 

* incurred so many burthens to support was a mere 
' illasioB, If it was necessary, he would advise the 
' peasant to submit to new burthens in order to pre- 

* serve that balance from any real danger. If the war 
' was just in principle, and necessary in policy, he would 

* teU him that, aa a member of the State, he was in- 

* terested in ite welfare, and that his sufferings might be 

* misfortunes, but were not injuries,'* Mr. Adolphus, 
in his historj% says of this speech, that * Mr. Grey re- 

* peated an old observation on the unimt>ortance of 

* the balance of power to the poor tenant of a thatched 

* cottage I !' ' " 

In accordance with the principles thus declared, my 
father wannly seconded the endeavours of Mr. Fox, in 
1793, to prevent this country fi'om being hurried, 
as he thought unnecessarily, into a war with the 
French Republic. 

The main principle on which they acted was^ as 
explained by Mr» Fox, * that it was the true policy 

* of every nation to treat with the existing Goveru- 

* ment of every other nation with which it had relative 

* interests, without inquiring or regarding how that 

* Government was constituted, or by what means those 

* who exercised it came into jxtwer/ And many yeai*3 
later my father stoutly asserted the same principle, 
in a speech against the policy of resting the renewal of 
the war with France, after the return of Napoleon 



6il)««KjUoii Preparatious for a \\"ar with Hussia, April 1?, 17$1» 
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from KWnx, on persoual objections to timt individual 
and his Govprnmcnt. * Tlio nature of a GoTernmeut,' 
lio then arguedj as Mr Fox argued at the com- 
mencemeut of the war with the Republic, * might jus- 

* tify you in demandiug securities for your own safetyi 

* which you might not thiuk it necessary to require 

* wore that CTOVtrtimeut otherwise constituted, but 

* could not of itself be deemed a sufTieiciit cause of 

* war, unless the securities which you might think its 

* existence rendered necessary, were reluscd,' 

He now placed his opinions on this subject, aa they 

applicil to the war of 1793, on record, in the form of 

aa address to the Crown,* in which, after pi*ofessiDg 

the attachment of tie Commons to the Sovereign aud 

the fiituily oti the thrane, aud to the Constitution — 

tl^drzeal, at the same lime, for the_inte rests and honour 

f>r the nation — aud their readiness at all times * to 

sapport His Majeaty in any measures which a due 

observance of the faith of treaties, the dignity of the 

^'rowii, or the security of his duraiuions might compel 

iiim to underlake,'^ — he proposed further to declare .• 

St it was no less their resolution than it was 

duty to second his efforts in the war thus fatally 

aenced* so long as it shall con tinue \ but we deem 

il a duty equally incumbent on ns, to solicit His 

*jestj'*s attentioQ to those rcaaous or pretexts, by 

'""^liidi his servants have laboured to justily a conduct 

, cm their part, which we cannot but consider as having 

• F»Uniarj21, I7i)2. 
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* contributed in a great measure to produce the present 

* nipture/ . . , *We will not dissemble our opinioH 

* that the Decree of the National Convention of France, 
' on the 19th Not. 1792, was in a great measure liable 

* to the objections urged against it; but we cannot 

* admit that a war upon the single ground of that 

* Decree, unaccompanied by any overt acts by which 
' we or our allies might be directly attacked, would be 
'justified, as necessary and unavoidable. Certainly 
' not, unless upon a regular demand made by His 
' Majesty's Ministers of security and explanation . , . 

* the French had refused to give to His Majesty such 

* explanation and security/ ... * The grounds upon 

* which His Majesty's Ministers have advised him to 
' refuse the renewal of intercourse with the existing 

* Government of France, appear to us neither justified 

* by the reason of the thing itself, nor by the usage of 
' nations, nor by any expediency arising from the pre- 

* sent state of circumstances/ ... * Deploring as wc 

* have ever done (the address proceeded), the nielan- 
' choly event which has htely happened in France 

* (the execution of the King), it would yet have been 
' some consolation to us, to have heard that the power- 
' ful interposition of the British nation on this subject 
' had at least been offered, although it should have 

* been unfortunately rejected. But instead of receiving 

* such consolation from the conduct of His Majesty's 
' Ministers, we have seen them, with extreme astonish- 

* ment, employing as an incentive to hostilities, an 
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event wbicli they had made no efibrt to avert hy 
' uegotlation. This iuactiori they could only excuse 
' m the principle that the interual conduct of nations 
* (whatever may be our opinion of Us morality) was 
*D0 proper ground for mterferencc or remonstrance 
*ffom foreign States ; a principle from which it must 
gtill more clearly follow, that such internal conduct 
♦ajuld never be an admissible or justifying reason for 
' war. We cannot refrain from observing, that such 
'fcquent allusions as have been made to an event 
'{confessedly no ground of rupture), seemed to us 
' to have arisen from a sinister intention to derive from 
Mhe humanity of Englishmen, popularity for measures 
'which their deliberate judgment would have repro- 
' baled, and to influence the most virtuous sensibilities 
'of His Majesty's people into a blind and furious zeal 
' for a war of vengeance/ * This address being moved 
luwdy as a matter of form, in order that the opinions 
^"w expi-essed might be recorded on the journals of 
Ihe House, led to no discussion, and was negatived with 
tiut a division. 

But while condemning the policy of going to war on 



j^AtJetter from Lord Grenville to Lord Auctkndj of the Qih 
' l!t92, publiabed in tho coiroapoiideuco of Lord Aucklandj 
'^i^oiild appear that the wnr now entered upoa, was indeed a war 
i"^ta{>ted, as my father Biiid, rather bj peraoiial feehnp, than by 
'***ioniiJ policy. None of the advocates for mamtaJmiig peace with the 
^cb Irtepublio, speak tuore strongly in favour of non-intorveution 
">* «rf keeping * ouraelvea out of the struggle upon the Continent,' than 
^'>»L<)rd Qrenville in thia letter,— C'*me^pflimfc«ce 0/ Williata, Isi Lord 
^«ti»iid, vol. ii.. pp. 4(}4, 405. 
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the grounds stated by Ministers, my father repudiated 
in the strongest manner the imputation of l)cing insen- 
sible to the honour of the country, or of eouuselling any 
course incompatiVjle with it, * It was asked/ he said, 
iu the course of the disctiSF?ions on the subject of peace 
with France, ' was Great Britain to sneak and crouch 

* to Franc^j ? No I neither sneak nor crouch, but 

* negotiate like a great and high-minded nation; and if 

* redress was refused for any injury ofTered, then dc- 

* nounce war.' ... * We were not to be hurried away 

* by our indignation agaiQst the perpetrators of the 

* crimes committed in France ; we are to decide ou 

* national policy, not on personal feeling,' , , , * I 

* will maintain our treaties with our allies, but first I 

* will advise them, if necessary, to concede a point 

* that it may be beneficial to concede, and let it be 
' shown that we have done all in our power to bring 

* the French to an amicable arrangement, and then I 

* may yield to a war, but still with relnctancc.** 

And now, as ever, he upheld the necessity, if war 
should unhappily ensue, of the most vigorous prosecu- 
tion of it * If we must have a war/ he said, * it must 

* be a war of vigour and exertion, not such a petty 

* warfare as some gentlemen seem to think, and the 
' Minister in his speech from the Throne would in- 

* sinuate/f 



• Speech on Mi-. Foi'b motion for scndiug a, MiniBter to Pam, Dec* 
t Ibid, 
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AcUiJg upon tbe principle thus ileelared, the Oppo* 

sitioD showed every readiness to give the Minister all 

the means necessary fur iiu euergetic prosecution of the 

war, and Mr, Fax emphatically declared he would have 

voted for 40,000 seamen as readily as for the 25,000 

demanded by the GovcrDmeut. With this they were 

m the course of these debates, particularly by 

r. Burke, in answer to whom my father said : ' The 

' riglit honourable gentleman had stated it to be a 

' new vma that any member should vote for the sup- 

' ]mi of the war and at the same time condcnm that 

*tfiir; but had the right honourable gentleman never 

' ijeen himself in such a situation ? Had he not sup* 

'ported the war against America, though he threat- 

* eaed Ministers with an impeachment for involving 
' the country in it? It was the duty of that House 
' to sapport a war whenever we were involved in it, 

* kt it was also their duty to examine the measures 
'ftf Ministers, and if they were found to be measures 

* of aggression, it was their duty to address the Crown 
*^or their removal and punishment, and to hold out 

* sucJi honourable terms of peace to the enemy as 
' 'flight induce them to end the war/* 

Surely the extracts alxtve given from my father's 
^'pceches at the commencement of the revolutionary 
^^ are a sufficient answer to the accusations with 
^^ich it was the invariable practice of Ministers and 

speech on ilie Debftl© on Mr. Fox's ResolutiQiia againat tha War 
***H Vrmoff, Feb. 18, ITOS. 
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tBeir partisans to meet the argiiraentg of those who 
coudemned either the policy of the war itself or the 
manner in which it was co!idacted,--of being insensible 
to the hononr of the countiy or of endeavouring to 
thwart and embarrass the Government in its endea- 
vonrs to maintain it 

Mr. Fox, the gi-eat leader of the Whigs, was more 
particularly the object of such attacks,* and a declara- 
tion from Lord Sheffield that he * felt ashamed of the 

* enthosiasra he had once felt for that right honour- 

* able gentleman,' gave my father an opportunity of 
proclaiming, on the contrary, ' that if the enthusiasm 

* of any man for my right honourable friend be abated, 

* mine, if possible, is increased. The state of the 

* country calls upon liim to stand in the gap and 
' defend the constitution. He has said he will do so, 

* and while I have power of body or mind he shall 

* not stand alone. A firm band of admiring friends — 

* not the less respectable, not the less likely to prevail 

* from the present disproportion of their numbers — 

* will faithfully stand by him against all the calumnies 

* of those who betray, while they affect to defend the 

* constitution. 't 

* Tiiia was only natural, and to 1w expected at the time whilo the 
discussiona were in progreas, and when party apirit Vtas at its height ; 
but the virulence of the editor of Mi-. Eoae'a Diaries, whenQv^r he 
Bjieaka of Mr. Fos, whose name ho novex introduoes without aoMe oon- 
turadioua epithet, is quite Inconceivable ; and this, while he ia hmah 
of hia censure on others for writing with a party bias f 1860. 

t Spge«h on Mr. FoxTs motion for sending a Miniater to Pari% Deo^ 
15, 1792. 
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I maj pass shortly over other questions which came 

Quder discussion during this period^ of sufficient ira- 

poruince at the time, but of which the interest has 

now for the most part passed away. It has already 

Ijeen stated that my father took an active part in 

opposition to the coercive measures of the (rovern- 

inent^to the suspension of the Habeas Cori>ns Act, 

tb Traitorous Correspondence, the Seditious Meet- 

mp Bills, &c. ; and in 1799 he joined also in opposing 

the Alien Bill/ on the ground that no case of ucces- 

fiity for such an enactment had been shown. He 

jwkitted that it was the * characteristic of free States 

*to vote extraordinary powers in times of extraordi- 

*narT danger, hut/ he said, 'there was another cha- 

*racteristic of a free Groycrnment, and it wa*? the chief 

* excellence of our constitution ; — it was this: the Ex- 
*ecative Power was never to judge of the necessity 
'of that extraordinaiy power ; it was always the pro- 
' viiicc of the legislature to form its opinion Ujx^n that 

SQbject, and therefore when any power was to be 
'giTeu to the C*rown in cases of emergency, it must 

* be given by Parliament/ In the course of the dis- 
^^lon it had been argued that the King by his own 
P^rogative could do all that was proposed by this 
^'^1; but against that doctrine my father protested 
''^W, as he did again in op]>osing a similar measure in 
^^X7, when the same claim was set up, The oppo 

By this Bill the residence of foreigncTB in this country was eub- 
J'^Hod to very reiatious conditions, and a aummfti7 power was given of 
^^ving them from the kiugdom. 
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sition, as might be expected, was of no avail, and tlie 
measure was carried by the usual overwhelming ma- 
jority that supported the Minister in all his coercive 
|iolicy. 

In 1TD5 my father concurred in the opposition that 
was offered to the second payment of the Prince of 
Wales's debts, which he resisted on the ground of tho 
assurance given at the time his debts were before paid 
in 1787, that no more should be incurred,* The large 
sum of 650,000/. was now farther demanded for the 
same purpose, and it was commonly believed that the 
grant of this money was the main inducement held ont 
to the Prince in order to obtain his consent to the 
marriage which had been proposed to him with the 
Frinceas of Brauswick. Considering the result of that 
marriage, it may perhaps be thought matter of regret 
that the opposition to the gitmt was not successful. 

On the question of the Regency — which was ori- 
ginally raised in 1788, on the occasion of the King's 
fii-^t illness, and which involved a great constitutional 
principle, — my father took the line that he followed 
on subsequent occasions when the subject came again 
under discussion ; arguing in favour of proceeding by 

* In 1783 the Coalition GfoTemment proposed an aDowance of 
£100,000 for the Prince of Wales, on hjjj coming of age— which the 
editor of Mr. Rose's Diaries makea the subject of a sneering remark on 
the claiiDs of the Whigs to he considered * a Uberal Administration.* 
He says nothiug, however, of tho hberalitf of Mr. Ktt'a AdnunistratioOj 
^hick, having paid the Prince's debts in 1787, now came to I'arliament 
in 1795, for X('50/X)0 more for the same purpose I— Diaries of ht. 
0. B08e, Tol i., p. 100. 
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ii\i\rm to Ae Prince of Wales to assame the atithoritj 
which of right belonged to him as heir apparent to the 
tirone, and in support of an unrestricted Regency, 
' The restrictions,* he said, * would obstruct the Regent 
' in the just and usefnl exercise of his power, and 

* woald limit him in the choice of his political ser- 
' vaots, while, should he or his Minister be disposed 

* to abuse that power, they would oppose no strong 

* obstacle to his designs,* 
Now that the question can be judged of free from 

the bias of party politics which then influenced its 
(ieciaion, the highest authorities appear to concur in 
ibe opinion that the course proposed by the Whigs, of 
proceeding by address from the two Houses, was the 
wiustitntional one, though the argument in favour of 
h inherent right of the Prince of Wales to the 
Bftgeney may have been pushed too far. Party 
politics were, however, at this time, as they were again 
tnlSlO, when the Regency Bill was passed, mixed up 
ifilli the question. The Prince of Wales being con- 
sirred the adherent of Mr. Fox, the restricted 
Regency was proposed by the Government, and 
^Foulti undoubtedly have been carried, as it was in 

■ ^^10, had not the King's recovery postponed for the 
^'fte any decision on the subject. 

■ Having failed in all their efforts to promote a pacific 
l^Uey abroad, and a more conciliatory system of 
*»tiT?eniraeut at home, the Whig party had, after the 
*^^teat of my father's motion for Keforra in 1797, gene- 

E 
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rally withdrawn from their attendance in Parliaraeiil. 
Of this accession my father in after years alwaya 
expressed his disapprobation, and resetted the share 
he had taken in advising it. The grounds on which 
that step was adopted were thns stated by him in 
1802, in answer to some taunts on the subject thrown 
out by Mr. Pitt, who ' took advantage,' he said, * of 
' one or two points in Mr. Whi thread's speech to 

* pronounce a general panegyric on his own Adminis- 

* tration,* *The right hon. gentleman,' he proceeded, 

* IB not content with defending his own conduct* He 

* accuses us of despairing of the resources of the 
' country ; of leaving the House under such an im- 

* pression, and of returning only for the purpose of 

* obstructing the measures of Government. I am not 

* accountable to the right hon, gentleman for any part 

* of my conduct, I wish, however^ to say, that neither 
' I, nor any of those with whom I acted» ever despaired 

* of the resources of the country. We reprobated the 

* system pursued by the late Ministers ; we opposed 

* to the utmost of our power their destructive measures, 
' and we predicted consequences of the most disastrous 

* kind, and even ruin, as the result of the adherence to 

* those measures. But with a system of raoderatioti 

* towards foreign powers, instead of insult and in- 
' dignity ; of laudable economy instead of lavish pro- 
' fusion ; of constitutional liberty instead of nnjus- 
- tifiable infringements of the liberty of the subject, 
' we never despaired of the fortunes of our countfy. 
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* We left Parliament, not because we despaired of the 
Mmtioaal resources, bat because our views atid the 

* riews of Ministers, supported hj a great majority of 
' lie House, were so different, that wo saw no good 

* could lie derived from our attendance. Since that 
' time occasions have occurred when we have thought 
Mtour daty to resume our places in this House. I, 
' fir oDe» however, must declare that I have never 
' attcniled without reluctance, and that my attendance 
'has heeu dictated by an imperious sense of duty. 
'Any apology for my cx>nduct at present would be 
' iiDfitTtinent. My reasons for taking the Step are 
'sufficiently well known, and I leave the decision of 

* lium to the public \ or, if they^ cannot be fairly esti- 
' mated by the public now, I leave them to the decision 

* of an imjiartral ixjsterity* If tJie right hon. gentleman 
' looks back with pleasure to the whole conduct of his 

AdmiDistration, I assure him that I look back to the 

* skre I have had in opposition to his general system 
' ^kk no less satisfaction.' 

Ooe subject of debate on which my father resumed 
Ills attendance in 1799 and 1800, though Mr. Posand 
tbe party in general still continued to absent them- 
*lv^was the proposal of the Minister for a legislative 
laion between England and Ireland, and he formed 
oueofthe very small minority by which that measure 
^as opposed throughout. 
%M8 marriage in 1794* he had become intimately 

• To Jlajy Elizabeth, daughter of Mr,, afterwards Lord Ponsonby, 

[Her 
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connected with the leading raembera of tlie 
Liberal party, and the interest which he at all times 
took in the affairs of Ireland was thus uaturaU 
increased. 

It did not, however, require snch a consideration 
make him disapprove of — and condemn as strongly as 
he had done a similar system in England — thM 
eoercive policy adopted by Ministers in their admin is^ 
tration of Ireland, and, as it seemed to him, ulouti^ 
trusted to by them» either for the suppression o™ 
present disturbances, or for the maintenance of futnre 
tranqnillity. A letter to Mrs. Ponsonby, already 
quoted (page 31, ante), contains, as will have been seen, 
a strong denunciation of the policy adopted at this 
time towards Ireland. 

The opposition which my father now gave to th( 
legislative Union lietween England and Ireland, was 
chiefly founded on the means which had been adoptei 
to carry it, contrary to the known feelings and wishes 
of the Irish people. We may infer the nature of 
those means from the correspondence of the late Diiko 
of Wellington, when he w^as Secretary for Ireland 
recently published (1860) by the present duke, 
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Her ^«ndfatber bad been Speaker of the Iri^h House of CoiamonSt 
wa« closely ticmiiected with Lord Shannon and other leading meiuU«rts 
of the Irish Liberal party at that time. Her uncle, Mr. Qeot]ge Pou- 
aontiy, waa Chaiicollur of Ireland during Lord QrenviUe's Admuiistm- 
tiou, and afterwards, on the removal of mj fatlier to the lloiuw. 
Lorda, vfOA acknowledged ae Leader of the Opposition iu the H< 
OommonB. 
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Dieutof Lhe Catholic Question in 1820, whith appears 
to me only to do justice to my iatker and the Whig 
fiarty on that occasion. 

*Ia comiuentiug upon the invidious remarks to 
' which the conduct of the Ministers was exposed, wo 

* have been led to make mention of that pursued by 
tlieir adversaries — perhaps we should ratlier say, 

' those who had been their adversaries. But whore 
'all are praiseworthy there may be some peculiarly 
'entitled to admiration, and w*c doubt if at this 
' moment there is any one so blinded by party jireju- 
'dioe, as not to rellcct with feelings of heartfelt 

* respect upon the course followed by Lord Grey on 
'tliia great question. He sacrificed power in 1807, 

* ffith his colleagues, Lords Grenville, &c., and was 
' inade the object of a religious and political outcry^ 
'fffeich, having driven hiiu from office, deprived him 
'also of his seat for his native coimty. Those who 
''Succeeded upon the clamours thus mised» (some of 
' ^m all the while friends of emancipation^ ) carried 

P * silently a few years later the very measure for which 
tliey had cried him down. For no other reason than 

■ 'tiis attachment to this great question^ has he been, 
' t^uriug by far the greater portion of his life, excluded 
* Trom the service of the State. He now sees it 
' brought forward by his adversaries, and he hastens 
't^ knd them, in completing the work, an aid as 
' ^icarlv and zealous as it is brilliant and decisive. 
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' Yet we doubt not there are who still go on with 
« the cuckoo note, that all politicians are alike, and 
* that there is no virtue in public men.' 

One ground on which my fother opposed the Union 
had reference to the question of Parliamentary Re- 
form, and, strongly impressed, as he was, with the 
necessity of such a measure, had no doubt greatly in- 
fluenced the course which he now pursued. This was 
the belief that the addition of one hundred Irish 
members to the House of Commons, would, under the 
existing system, only serve, as the Scotch union had 
done, to increase the power of the Minister. Influ- 
enced by this consideration, he moved in the debate 
for going into committee on the Union Bill, that it 
should.be an ' instruction to the Committee, to take into 

* their consideration the most effectual means of pro- 

* viding for, and securing, the independence of Parlia- 
ment' His plan was, to make room for the one hun- 
dred Irish members by abolishing an equal number of 
seats for rotten boroughs — buying up these seats as 
was done at the same time in Ireland. He often after- 
wards expressed his opinion that if this had been 
carried into effect, it would have obviated, or at least 
deferred, the necessity for a great measure of Reform. 
He also took that occasion of once more asserting 
the principles which ever guided him in advocating 
Parliamentary Reform. 

' I wish,* he said, ' to guard against the insinuation 
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* SO oflcu tlirown out against those who are favourable 
' lo Reform that they are inclined to be awayed too 
'ninch by theories of government and systems of 
'speculative perfection. These are far from the prin- 
*niple5 which I have ever followed or approved. I 
'flevcr proposed any scheme of Reform to this House 
^upon the mere recommendation of a specious and 
'tatifnl theory. The only reason why I ever urged 
' the Hoose to adopt a measure of Parliamentary Ile- 
' form was because it appeared to rae to be a neces- 
'sarr remedy for an existing evil. Ko man can sub- 
'8cribe more cordially than I do to the maxim, that 
^ in ijkyveniment practical good is infinitely preferable 

* to speculative perfection. I know that it is incum- 

* bent on every wise legislative assembly to be guided 
' % the dictates of this fundamental rule. Without 
^ it, Government would be destitute of all steadiness 

* of operation and uniformity of design. Instead of 
'Hbwing maxims sanctioned by experiencej the 
'course of Government would be continually exposed 

* to tile dangers arising from the ebullition of tenipo- 

* rary passions, to the shocks of incessant experiment, 
*atid to the projects of visionarj' speculation* . . ,, 
'Gf)vernment would be a fluctuating and uncertain 
' 'istablishment, balanced by no stock of embodied 

wisdom — directed by no certain landmarks — obedient 

* ^ no steady principle of action. To a Government 
^ abandoned by all experience, and resigned to 
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* every conflict of passion, would apply the words of 

* the poet in his description of winter — 

" A leafless branch her sceptre, and her throne 

" An icy oar, indebted to.no wheels— 

" But urged by storms along its slippery way 1" * 

The opposition to the legislative Union between the 
two countries was as fruitless as that to the other 
ministerial measures, and it soon passed into a law. 
But in this, perhaps the only matter for regret is that 
it was unaccompanied by that great act of justice to 
the Catholics, the hope at least of which had certainly 
been held out by Mr. Pitt. And thirty years later, 
when that act of justice had at length been tardily 
and ungraciously performed, my father, as Minister, 
gave his most strenuous opposition to the mischievous 
agitation excited and kept up by Mr. 0*Connell with 
a view to the repeal of the Union which had been thus 
effected. 

Constant evidence will be found in the course of 
this memoir of the deep interest which my father took 
throughout life in the affairs of Ireland, and of the re- 
peated sacrifices he made (if, indeed, the abandonment 
of all hope of power could ever be considered in his 
case a sacrifice) to obtain the extension to that country 
of an equality of civil and religious rights. At pre- 
sent it will suffice to mention that he had already 
given practical proof of this disposition during the Ad- 
ministration of Mr. Pitt. The following extract of a 
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letter to Mrs. Ponsonby, written in 1796, shows that 
an OFerture of some sort had already been made to 
him on the part of the Government, and that he had 
refiised it, chiefly on account of Ireland. 

'It is certainly true,' he writes, ' that overtures were 
'made to me when I was in London, which I rejected. 
' I cannot write an account of all that passed. I will 
'only say that one principal cause of my not agreeing 
'with them was their refusal to remove the present 
'Irish Ministers, though they gave me every possible 
' assurance of adopting all the measures in that country, 
'short of Parliamentary Eeform and Catholic Eman- 
'cipation, that I could have wished.* 

It is painftd to reflect upon the return he met with 
ia after years from that party in Ireland, for which he 
^ done so much I 
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CHAPTER n. 
1801 TO 1806. 

PboM tub POMtATTON OP MJB. ADDISG'Kls'a ADMnnSTRATlOS IN 1801, TO 

Mb. Pitt's Death dj Suh^aay 1806, 

Shortly after the opening of Parliament in 1801, 
Mr. Pitt, finding insuperable objectioas on the part of 
the King to that measnre for the relief of the Roman 
Catholics which he had contemplated as an essential 
accompaniment to the Act of Union, and which, it is 
believed, the Catholics had been led to expect sa its 
just consequence, resigned office ; and waa succeeded, 
at the head of the Treasury and of the Government, by 
Mr. Addington. 

This change, however, made little immediate dip 
ference in the relative position of parties in the House 
of Commons, and the Whigs under Mr, Fox continued 
in the same fruitless opposition to the new Govern- 
ment which tJiey had oflFercd to the old. Before Mr. 
Pitt's resignation, my father had moved an amend- 
ment to the address in answer to the King's speech, 
tiskiug the House to pledge itself to an inquiry into the 
state of the nation. He had subsequently given notice 
of his intention to move for the appointment of a comi 
mittee which should be charged with such an inquiry, 
nor did he sec any reason, in consequence of th« 
change, to alter that intention, or to postpone hii 
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motion. He accortUngly brought it forward on 
the 25t!i of March. * The new Admiuistratioo/ be 
said, 'acting, professed!}', on the principles of the old, 
'hewuld not have much confidence in them \ and he 
'died upou those who believed that the system pur- 
'sued by the old Ministers, and to be adopted by the 
'flew, was subversive of all that is venerable in the 
'British constitution/ . . *to renounce a system of 
'blind confidence, and accede to a motion the object 
'of which is constitutional inquiry/ 

But the opposition to the Administration of Mr. 
Addingtou proved equally unavailing with that so long 
offered in vain to the measures of Mr. Pitt Aud notr 
withstanding all the efforts of the Whig party, tlie 
new Ministers were supported by large majorities, in 
the coercive policy which, instead of that great measure 
of conciliation that had been hoped for as the conse- 
qacnceof the Union, was now adopted towards Ireland. 
Mb were passed for proelairaing martial law in that 
ttHintry under certain circuuistauccs,— for suspending 
^e Flabeas Corpus Act, — and for indemnifying those 
*'io had been engaged in the arrest or detention of 
^'^pected persons. 

I must here notice two events which occurred in 
^^ course of 1801, though they belong perhaps more 
f**'<3pcrly to the narrative of my father s private life ; 
*t* they were events which exercised a material 
^^'Guence on his future political career. 

One was the acceptance by his father of a peerage 
p*^om Mr. Addington, without his previous knowledge, 
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and against his known wishes, as being himseir in 
direct and avowed opposition to tte Government of 
which Mr, Addiogton was at the head. 

The other was the arrangement with his nncle, Sir 
Hariy, by which Howick became for the future his 
permanent residence in the country. 

The former event, as rendering his removal from 
the House of Commons inevitable, and that, probably, 
at no very distant period, can only 1)0 regarded as a 
misfortune to the country ; for in the House of Com- 
mons alono could any hope exist of an cffectnal check 
being given to the pernicious system of Grovernment 
which so long prevailed : while the latter event, fix* 
ing him at a distance from London, which, though now 
easily performed lietwecu breakfast and dinner, it took 
at that time four long days to accomplish, made it im- 
possible for him to give that constant attention to the 
proceedings of the party* which subsequent events 
proved to be so necessary. His presence in the House 
on any sudden emergency was put out of the question ; 
and even his regular attendance on the ordinary busi- 
ness of the session, became every year shorter and 
more uncertain. His correspondence with Mr. Fox 
at this time, is filled, on one side, with entreaties for 
his presence, and regrets at the distance which sepa- 
rated them ; on the other, with repeated pleas and ex- 
cuses to justify his continued absence. 

Indeed, all his letters at thia period, speak of his 
ardent desire to withdraw entirely from politics; and 
writing to Mr. Fox in December 1802, in answer to a 
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ppp58ing entreaty that he would come to London in 
(^tiseifDence of the critical stat-e of our relations with 
Fnwic«, he declares his determiimtion * never aguin to 
'take anything like a lead in polities/ And when 
Mr. Fox, in eomlmting such a resolution, urges him to 
consider that if he perseveres in it, * all hope of any 
'good in the country, nay, of any alleviation of evil, 
'or any check to the career of despotism, is at an end ' 
-hfl rcjieatsi *I have formed a juster estimate of 
'myself than your partiality has done, and I know 
' tiat it is in my {jower to do little good— non tali 
'auiilio. If the career of despotism is to be checked, 
' H must be by a more powerful hand than I can 
' oppose to it/ » . * Indeed, if you consider the matter 
' iiDfjaitially, lam persuaded you will think my de- 
* cisioa such a one as a proper examination of myself, 
*4nd of the situation of public affairs^ ought to 
'dictate/ 

Ft is possible that in announcing such a determina- 

titii), and in the unwillingness he showcil to attend 

^^rliament, he may have been, in some degree, in- 

"•'encctl by the feeling that, on the question of our 

'^ Nations with France, his opinions were not in entire 

''^^Cordance with those of Mr. Fox. He had taken no 

Mrt (having been at Ilowick at the time it occurred) 

^tt the debate on the terms of the preliminary treaty 

^'gned in October ISOl. But if we may infer his 

^Vinion from that which he aftx^rwards expressed, when 

Merits had led, towards the end of 1802, to the well- 

ftJUjjfUil four that, tliough the definitive treaty had 
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only been signed on the 28th of the preceding March, 
a fresh mptnre was imminent, it wonld appear that 
he did not materially differ from those who thonght 
the terms of peace scarcely compatible with the 
honour of the country.* 

In the difficulties which had arisen since the conclu- 
sion of peace, Mr. Fox, asserting his belief that France 
was in the right, and that, if hostilities were resumed, 
the fault lay with our Gbvernment, and belieying that 
Mr. Addington was likely to be forced into war, 
against his will, by * the goadings of the War Party,' 
was rather disposed to support him against that party. 

My fother, whatever his opinion of the peace itself 
might be, though equally desirous as Mr. Fox of pre- 
serving it, if it could be maintained with honour^— did 
not see the necessity of supporting Mr. Addington 
with such an object, so strongly. In the first place he 
could not help thinking the conduct of the French 
Government * wantonly offensive ' to this country. * I 

* confess,' he writes to Mr. Fox in December 1802, 
' that everything I have learnt from those sources of 

* public information which alone are open to me, both 

* See letter of December 1802, quoted in the next page, and par- 
ticularly what is there said of * Switzerland, Italy, and Germany too,* 
being all * lefb at the mercy of Bonaparte.' See also what is said in the 
same letter of * making us drink the cup of our disgrace to the very 
dregs,* &c. 

Mr. Windham called it a peace * glorious for France ;* and he said he 
could not join in the general rejoicing ; because he feared many years 
would not elapse before it would be turned into repentance and Utter 
sorrow. 

Mr. Sheridan said it was a peace, of which every man ought to be 
hd, but no man would be proud. 
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' dnriag the negotiation, and since the conclusion of 

* peace, seems to me to evince a disposition in the 

* Cljief Consul, very unfavonrable to such an opinion ' 
(Mr. Fox had expressed his opinion that Bonaparte 
was really desirous of peace). * I do not mean to 
'contend that by any of those open and undisguised 
'iw^ts of ambition by which he has annexed new 
'dominions to France^ either the letter of the treaty 
*f}l Amiens k violated, or that the power of that 

* country is, in fact, extended. Italy, Switzerland, 
'and Germany too, were all left at his mercy. But 
' tiiere may be a way of using power, so threatening 
'and so insulting, as, at last, even under the most 
' disadTantageous circumstances, to force resistance; 
' and he appears to me to be determined to make us 
' drink the cup of our disgrace to the very dregs ; to 
^Jmit no opportunity of studied aggravation and 
' teull, and to push us, point by point, till at last we 

be compelled to take some measures which may 

re him a pretext for the hostilities which he medi- 

'tates/ Nor would my father go the length of 

*yiug with Mr. Fox that the acts by which France 

"^cl given evidence of her hostile dispositions, would 

^othe just causes of wan 'I think Switzerland,* he 

^^ites, * certainly would.' All he said was, that he 

|^i<i uot think *all or any of them came so near us, as 

[* to make war necessary' Again he asks: * Do you 

ttmk there is nothing offensive to England in Bona- 

* partes speech to the Swiss deputies ? '* You must 

p 
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la iws^feeiia^ of £^i1d& wiik w^kjk on- Ci^ker 
kid TM;vr<d dK <9riKr pcrx!ee&s *?f che R^isiKQainTT 

wfajU lad iKcnrrcd saee ibe vireiic of Booaporte to 
pcrtrer, *I nuber oltt too.' ke wrries to Mr. Fox^ 
on the retora of the htter from the T^t wiiicfa he had 
made to Paris during die peace of Amieusw * I rather 
*eniry yoa baring seen all die wonders <rf' Pkris, 

* tfaon^ my hatred to the GoTemment would, I 

* believe, cren if I were at libertr, preyent my going 
' there. Perhaps 70a will think me yenr foolish, bat 
' I certainly never felt a stronger indignation against 
' the principles of the coalition against France, than I 

* do against those o( the Consolar Government.* 

In the next place he did not think that Mr. Adding- 
Urn^H Government, which appeared to him to take 
<!V(!ry opportunity of courting Mr. Pitt and the Gren- 
villcH at the expcncc of Mr. Fox*s party, had any 
chum uiK)n their support; and, above all, he had 
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serious doubts whether, were this otherwise, their 
avowed sapport woukl not, in the interests of peace 
itself, be rather a disadvantage tbau an assistance. 

* Are you sure/ he asks, * that our interference will 
' b« very conducive to the preserration of peace ? 
'There has appeared to me, in all the debates, a 

* leidinesa to seize upon every argument and expression 
*ofyimre, to renew the old con trovers j of last war,' 

Concurring, however, with Mr. Fox, that they 
should sapiKjrt 'any measures which may have for 

* their object peace on honoui-able terms,' he further 
cautious him strongly against showing any appearance 
'of mdifl'ercnce to the power — still more of anything 
'like approbation of the measures, of the French 
'Govenmient.' *I know/ he adds, ' that when peace 
'is the object, topics of irritation ought not to be 
'dwelt u|K>n; but I doubt much whether a total 

avoidance of all subjects of this nature would be 

* either right or iKjlitic. In the latter view it un- 
'Joubtedly affords additional matter of aggravation, 
' wbich has been but too often successfully used by 
'tlwsewho wish to mislead and inflame the country.* 

When on the 8th of March 1803, the King's message 
^ the two Houses of Parliament, informing them that 
in consequence of the military preparations in the 
ports of France and Holland, and as discussions were 
tiow subsisting between His Majesty and the French 
^^emmont, he had thought it necessary to take 
^^tional precautions for the security of his domi- 
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« j-^*P«.TT iziid^'teniined. if i^ ?D7oen f^icmld oome to 

ft 1^ debaied in sudi a ^ssc»e a? ^lacjd afford us a bc^ 

* -jjsai ve migbi. 1»t moagrai^- eomsaeis. cantribute to 

t ^jje preserranoQ <rf peaoe^ I aicicjd be as much in- 

« ciJB€>d as tcph to adopt liaT nise. Bci I bai^T think 

» sQfi a ciaace irill be kft to ns: asd after all that 

* has pa33ed,ai ihe same ume lisM I voiild aroid most 
« decidedlT all ihcee foolifb tirades* vhki, bowerer 

* magnificcntlT ibey socsi add noshiiig to the real 
4 Tigoor of onr measures, asd aerre no purpose but 
« that of irritaiion, I thirk ve sbo-ld take care to 

* obviate the diai^ (a most mjos* ooe it has hitherto 

* been), that we were insensible to the honour of the 
« country, and always disposed to naderrate or to pal- 
i liate the aggressions of France.* ... * Let nsalways 

* remember; he adds, ' that the cause of peace must 

• He sliudes be« to » ^oecb of Mr. aeridKiX on stti I>Member 
W/J, in feT<mr of «r, ^bich was inccb cried up tt the tame by the 
War fittj. 
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'safer, it tlie real friends of peace are mn down by 
' the effect of misrepresentation.* 

The diseassiona between the two Governments were 
still proceeding on my father's arrival in London, nor 
w«re all hoi>es of peace abandoned for some weeks 
later, The oegotiations continued throughout the 
ffiOfitli of April, the speculations and opinions as to 
\k result varying from day to day. Even as late as 
the 7th of May my father wTites : *' I have seen a note 
'froTft Andreossi,* in which he says, "II y a encore 

* (|uclque lueur d'esperance." * These hopes, however* 
proved delusive. On the 12th of May, Lord Whit- 
worth left Paris, and on the lOth, a message from the 
Kiog announced the termination of diplomatic inter- 
course with France. ' I am here in a full house,' my 
Jatler writes on that day, ' waiting in expectation of a 
'message from the King to put an end to all our 
*Iropes. Lord Whitworth slept at Boulogne last 

* night, and Audreossi left town at five this moruiug, 

* Oh I that it were as easy to make peace as war I' 
And the next day he continues, — * You will see in 

* the papers of to-day, the melancholy confirmation of 

* the news I sent you yesterday. We are now actu- 

* allj at war, and we can only say, God send us a safe 

* deliverance, which, under such Ministers, can hardly 

* *>e hoped. Hawkesbury, in moving to have the 

* King's message taken into consideration on Monday 
iiext, was absolutely couvuhjed with fear, and could 

[ *^rdly articulate from the violence of his agitation ; 

* French Ambassador in Loudon, at thfit time. 
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" and CO make l&g- xiimz qiZEte ridKakoBy Adfiagton 
^ ^>p€ared ezi the fiill dresB oi t^ Wioilgor ■dfofm, 
*' and stnitced op due Loase in. c&e- mid&t of a bmsl of 
^ facngkter, ji£«t as the Speaker was leaimg the Medt- 
*" cme Aet a ^ecoad tinie. Pitt went doira to take Us 
^ seat bat was t«xy kkte. He certamlT attends iq»oii 

* tiie debate, and wiO, I belffire, as certafalT sspfMXi 
*tbewar/ 

On tile ISth, a f4>rmal declaratioa was made of the 
causes wMeh had led to a resamptkxi of kostitities^ 
and OD. the 23ni the snbjeet came under docaaaon in 
die Hoose of Commoos. Oa that daj Lord Hawkes- 
hary moved an Address to agsore the King of their 
^ense of his imifwm efforts to {wesenre peace; — of 
&eir conMenee in his disposition again to terminate 
die calamities of war;— of their indignatioa against 
France, kc. ; and of their firm determination to gire 
H» Xajesty their best support in the contest in which 
he was thns involved. 

To this mj ^ther moved an amendment, which 
erinallj assared the King of their determination to 
afford him their vigorous support and co-operation^ bnt 
expressed in stronger terms the satis&ction it woold 
give them to see peace restored, and omitted whatever 
might appear like approbation of the past conduct of 
Mimsters. ^ The debate was adjonmed last night/ he 
writes the next morning. ' Pitt made one of the most 

* inflammatory speeches that ever was heard, and has 

* plraiged the country into another war of ten years. 
' I answered him, and under ail the disadvantages of 
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I' ^jieaking to a house preoccupied aud ioflamed by 
one of the most magnificent pieces of declamation 
t.ltat ever was made. I got through it, however, taut 
Ijien que mai, and ended by moving an amendment, 
» MDerely to say tliat we would support the war in 
* -^which we are engaged, and holding out the hope and 
^^ <l.C£iire of peace. My reason for moving an amend- 
" m»eut was, that I could not con^nt to the original 
^J Address, which implied an approbation of tho en- 
H dcavours of Ministers to preserve peace, and asserted 
Hf t^ war to be unavoidable without sufficient infor- 
H' ¥iialion.* In fact, the perusal of the papers laid be* 
lore Parliament had convinced my father that, how- 
ever justly we might resent the conduct of France, as 
* mmtonly oifensive ' to this country ; and though 
tome of our grounds of complaint might possibly justify 
even a declaration of war ; it was very much owing 
U) the conduct of our own Government^ that aQ'aira 
kd been brought into a position in which war had 
Wonic unavoidable, ' i'}xin reading the papers/ he 
^iad written on the 19th of May, * I am completely 
■ Convinced that it would have been very easy lor men 

* of any ability, and desirous of peace, to have pre- 
*8en'ed it/ And agaiu he says, in still stronger lan- 
pttj5C * I have a satisfaction in haviug joined with 

* Pox in an endeavour to stop a war which I believo 
*to he the most unnecessary of any in which this 
' country ever engaged,' 

This opinion lliat the renewal of the war might have 
Wa avoided, had oui* Oovernment been so disposed. 
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has since been adopted by our latest Tory historians. 
Sir A , Alison says in his history : * Upon coolly i-e- 

* viewing the circumstances under which the contest 

* was renewed, it is impossible to deny that the British 

* GoTemment manifested a feverish anxiety to come 

* to a rnptnre ; and that so far as the transactions be- 

* tween the two countries are concerned, they were 

* the aggressors/ 

In moving bis amendment, however, it is ccrtaia, 
though my father's speech is not reported,* that it was 
quite in the spirit which he had always recommended 
to Mr. Fox ; for, till after Mr. Fox had spoken, the 
amendment was only objected to as interfering un- 
necessarily with the nnaDiraity which it was so 
desirable to preserve on this occasion,— Mr, Thomas 
Grenville declaring that it did not contain a word 
in which he did not cordially agree, and Lord Hawks- 
bury adding that it was the same, in fact, as the 
original address. 

But when Mr. Fox, on the second night of the 
debate, in a speech which my father described as * the 

* most wonderful display of w isdom and genius,* 
before which * everything else shrinks into dust,* had 
been led, in his ardent love of peace, into a vehement 
denunciation of the conduct of those to whom, much 
more than to the French Government, he attributed 
the annihilation of all hope of its being preserved, 
the language of Government and of their supporters 

• The reporterB, my father saya, h*d been eicluiled from the gallery, 
by a now reflation of the Spe«j£er*8i 
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'tiofl whatever. It would, on many accounts, be 
' irapFoper to enter into any particulars, further than 
' to express my entire coniidence that Grey never will^ 

* mt Dever can, either upon the subject of Reform, or 
' on any other, act otherwise than is consistent with 

* ilia own honour and the good of the country.* 

Whatever the proposal may have been (and no 

Petition is made of it in any of the contemporary 

histories or memoirs that I know of), my father, in 

writing to Mr. Fox in December 1802, speaks of its 

fellure as the * happiest escape ' he had ever had in 

bis life; — and he adds (the Duke of Bedford, who, it 

appears, was to have had a principal share in the 

arrangement having died iJi the mean time"), * Even 

' if the Duke of Bedford were living, I would not 

*emf>ark upon the terms which were proposed last 

\vear; now, no earthly considemtion should induce 

'oie tf> do so.' And again in April 1803, when the 

^pture of the negotiations with France was hourly 

Expected, having received an intimation through his 

father, who supported Mr. Addington*3 Government, 

'^t ' overtures would probably be made to him by 

-^ddington, in consequence of the failure of the 

* ticigotiations with Pitt/ he repeats: 'I have an- 

SA;vered, stating my belief that no overtures would be 

* txiaile, and, if any, none that I could accept ; that I 

' IxoTo no reason to believe the Ministci's would offer 

* Vietter terms now than they did a year and a half 

* a^ \ and that I should feel myself compelled by the 

• Francis Duke of Bedford, died 2ad March, 1802. 
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* circumstances of the present moment to insist upon 

* a great deal more. In short, tliat I would not 

* negotiate on any ground but that of having a ma- 

* jority in the Cabinet, Fox being one. This deter- 

* mination nothing can alter.' 

It would seem from the concluding sentence above 
quoted, that whatever the armngement proposed m 
1801 was to have been, Mr. Fos, probably in re- 
ference to the King's prejudices, was to have had no 
Ijcrsonal share in it ; and if this were so, it is quite 
certain that in consenting * at the request of persons 

* for whom he had the greatest deference,' to listen at 
all to such overtures, my father must have acted by 
the direct advice, and in obedience to the express wishes, 
of Mr, Fos himself. Nothing less could have induced 
him to give even this momentary consent to a principle 
of exclusion which he ever after stoutly resisted, and to 
which, as will be seen, not even the authority of Mr. 
Fox himself could again persuade him to submit. 

But, in truth, all my father's own feelings and 
opinions were strongly opposed to any scheme of 
junction with Mr. Addington and his party, of whose 
abilities, as public men, he had the most contemptible 
opinion, ' As to Addingt^on and his associates,' he 
writes to Mr, Fox, in March 1803, * you know what 
' I think. Nothing could induce me to subscribe even 

* to an apparent toleration of them, but the fear that 

* by joining in tlic crj^ against them, we might assist 
' those whoso politics are for war. But when war has 

* actually taken place, tliis danger ceases ; and how^ 
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•crerslrange it may appear, I should have a better 

* hope of peace even from Grcnville, than fram the 

* present Ministiy. An irabcellity nnder which there 

* conJd \ye no ho[ie that the resources of the country 
' couhl be well managed, and which must excite the 

* contempt of the enemy, would not only add to the 

* immediate danger of the contest, but to the proba- 
' l*ility of its, continuance.' 

But he was at this time generally averse to ant/ 
mWtiou* He thought highly of the Grenville party* 

I containing men of ' vigour and ability/ moved too, 
'by a principle which while you are acting with them 
' makes them more to he depended on.* Still, they ha^l 
^beeii iiieniljcrs of Mr. Pitt's Government, and had, as 

ch, been identified with that system at home, and that 
policy abroad, to which Mr. Fox and his party had so 

f'uiiously objected. 'I have not considered/ my 
athcr had already written to Mr. Fox, in December 
1802, * the possibility of joining the Grenvillcs. I 

* a^free with you in preferring the men ; but the lino 
' tfen* have taken puts it quite out of the question, 

J_4iid what may happen when they have purified them- 
olvcs by a long opposition h hardly worth cousider- 
*tDg/ Again, in April 1803,* when the renewal of 
tbe war was imminent, and when he felt, as expressed 
in one of the letters already quoted, that there was a 
^»t?tter hoiKj or peace from them than from the Adding- 

* Se« in • I^urios auil CcrfesponiieDoe of Uie Right Houotiniblo 
^'^(•V* R(we»* an account of the negotiations that took place at tlie 
^ialdQ9 of ^^ month Utween Mr. Pitt and Mr. Addington, vol. ii., 
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ton miQistiy, lie had strong doubte of the propriety of 
an aTowod coalition with them. ' lu the event of a 

* war/ he writes, in answer to some remarks of Mr, 
Fox on this subject, * as the country oever was ex- 

* posed to so great a danger, there never was a time 

* which required so much the sacrifice of all past 

* injuries for the sake of the public defence.* Still, 
feeling this, and admitting that 'unions of parties 

* have often been called for/ he adds that, * the effect 

* of such calls has not been very encouraging ;' and 
esjiresses his fear, that ■ an union amongst those 

* who have had apparently fundamental and irrecon- 

* cileuble dififerences,' could not, under any circum- 
stances, be * exempt from a suspicion which would 

* defeat its object/ At the same time, he observes 
that, * in the common danger which threatens us, it 

* w^ould be right for us to avoid, as much as we can, aD 
' reference to past disputes/ ... * The existence 
' of such a Ministry as the present is surely, in such cir- 

* cumstanceSj a national evil ; and without any violence 

* of manner towards them, I should be inclined, in the 
' event of a war (and, indeed, in the event of a i>eace, if 

* it could be done without the danger of a war), to join 

* with those who call for an Administration which 

* might afford a better hope to the country/ 

As tirao went on, and the incapacity of Ministers 
became daily more apparent, the different parti&s in 
the Hoose of Commons, which disapproved equally of 
their measures, were naturally brought into more 
direct co-operation; and writing to Mr. Fox, in 
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Oetol>er 1803, mj father expressed his opinion, that 
it woald be right ' to smooth the way as ^piich as 
'pofisil^lo for co-operation with those whose sentiments 

* are the same as ours, as without some such union 

* Botog useful can be hoped for/ Still the difficulties 
atteodingan avowed coalition with men towliom they 
lid been so long opposed, were not, in his mind, to be 
ligbdr put on one side ; and in Dccomber 1803, he 
again writes : * Of my general dispofiition and opinions 
'about unions you are already sufficiently informed. 
'The measures of Government have given very 
'geaeral disgnst, and their characters are despised. 
*Bat tben^ on the other hand, the Grenvilles, and 
'Wttidhara still more, are very unpopular. While 
'Pitt keeps away, their numbers will be small; and 

* the general dislike to them will have its full weight, 
'so that I see no chance of any good being done.' 
Etcq in January 1804, when Mr. Fox writes to au- 
noiiBce ' that he had had a direct communication 
'(wholly unsought by him) from that part of the 
' Oppogition which sits at the Bar end of the House,* 
' to the following effect : that it is their wish to join 

^ in a systematic opposition for the purpose of re- 
moving the Ministry, and of substituting one on the 
* broadest possible basis,' and adding that * there was 
^Q openness and appearance of cordiality in the 

. ^oeders from a MiniBtry, or men wlto, though generally opposed 
^J^Qoverament, do not l>elong to the party in direct ami avowed 
j^^Ucra, usually sit together below the ganj^way, or passage that 
S^^on either side of the House, from the fiuor to the back beiiciieB. 
>r» f— T>i Government cenerally sit he low 
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' manner of making the proposal tlaat much pleases 

* me ;^vcn this direct proposal, coming from men of 
whose vigour and ability, and of whose principle of 
fiction in party warfare, my father had, on various 
occasions, expressed a favourable opinion, could not 
at once reconcile him to the proposed step. He 
writes in answer ; * When I have considered that 

* alone we can do little good, and have examined the 

* diifcrent parties with which it might be possible to 

* form a junction, I have always thought that of the 

* Grenvilles the most eligible. Tet now that the pro- 

* posal comes directly from them, aud it is necessary. 
' to say aye or no, I doubt and fear. 

*They certainly are able men; their conduct is 
' direct and open ; we agree with them in opinion, both 

* aa to the character and the measures of the present 

* Administration ; and the overture which they have 

* made appears, from what you say, well calculated to 

* inspire confidence- But on the other hand their oppo- 

* sition has appeared to proceed rather from pe: 

* disappointment than from public principle. 

* nothing of personal attacks. These I am as much 

* disposed to forget as any one. But is it for our own 

■ honour — at once, upon the very first proposal — to 

* declare ourselves their humble servants ? Is there, 

* from our doing so, a fair chance of advantage to the 
' public ? It is upon the answer to the second ques- 

* tiou that the importance of the first seems to depend, 

* For though I think there is something like the ^me 

* principle of honour to which we must bend in private 
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'life, to be observed in oar public condiiot, which 
' cjight give to a too vmy forgiveness of pci*soiml iu- 
'jurror iasult the appearance of interest or meanness, 
' 1 TOulJ by no means allow this to stand in the way 

* of a great aud evideat public good/ 

He doubted, also (and in this opinion he was borne out 
by the result of the different divisions in the House of 
Commona during the contest of the succeeding April, 
vhcD Mr. Addington, up to the very moment of his 
'miming away/ as it was termed by Mr. Fox, had a 
tiijy<)pitr over all the parties combined in opposition, 
iucbiitig Mr, Pitt) — he doubted whether the union now 
|miposf«l between the Whigs and the Grenvilles would 
tlfl more than form ' at best wliat would be called a 
'slrong opposition/ And as one of the conditions of the 
propoads was lliat both Sir, Fox and himself shoidd 
gii?c a constant attendance in Parliament, and syste- 
inalic apposition to the Government^ — * to engage in a 

ng siege of the sort,* the probable success of which 
at all events distant, was more than he felt in- 
to promise. He counselled, therefore, a civil 

Ktr: * expressing a general inclinatioa to support 

^promising it on certaiu occasions— but declining a 

* rifgular luid systematic attendance/ Even this ad- 
vice iifc qualifies before the letter in which it was con- 
•iiiucd was despatched, in a postscript written the 
tuUaffiag morning he adds, * A night s reflection has 
' uol rdievai my doubts. I still fear that an avowed 
* Miiion with the Urcnvilles for the purjxjsc of over- 

a 
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* torning the Ministers would be ill received by the 
' public ; and to give it the strongest effect, if it 
' should ultimately take placc^ it will be better to 

* enter into no engagement at present, except to 3Up- 
' IK>rt them on the Volunteer business ? both sides being 

* at liberty to act as the ix^sult of that may render ex- 
' pedient/ 

This advice prevailed, and the dilTerent jmrties in 
Opposition continued, according to the expression of 
Mr. Windham, to move in * separate columns.' Their 
co-operation, however, as the figbt proceeded, became 
more and more direct; and the various motions 
brought forward by them against the Government 
were so framed as to obtain the combined support of 
all* Even Mr. Pitt, who had hitherto, for the most 
part, held himself aloof, entered actively into the op- 
position to the Government, and opened a direct com- 
munication with Mr. Eox, through Lord Granville 
Leveson, afterwards Lord Granville. 

But the co-operation of Mr, Pitt was only intended 
to be given while the parties were acting in opposition, 
or till the victory was won. Should they succeed in 
displacing Mr. Addington, it did not necessarily enter 
into his speculations that he should share office with 
those by whose assistance that object might have been 
accomplished* *If called upon to form a Govern- 

* meat without them, ... he would be ready/ he 
writes to Lord Melville, on the 29 th March, *to do 

* so as well as he could amongst his own im mediate 
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'friciidf^ united with the most capable and uDcxcei> 
*tioiKiIiJe persons of the present Government.' * 

That ihis was, hi laet, Mr, Pitt s object, my father 
y all along been convinced. As far back as the Tth 
April 1803, he had written to my mother, * All the 
'reports of changes will, T believe, end in nothing but 

' the removal of ■> If any more extensive one 

'happens, it will be for the introduction of Pitt; for 
'as to M^, I hold that no change can bring us into 
yen' And on the 20th of May following, he 
s; *I think I now understand the game that Pitt 
' is playing, which, if I am right, is a very double one. 
' I believe that he secrctlv does not dlsconrafre the 
*^olence of his young friends against Addington, 
'wtio, with the GrenviUes, after the debate on the 

* King's message, will make a series of attacks upon 
' hia. In that dclsate he builds upon our moving some 

* aincndmeut in favour of pc^ce, of which he will take 
'advantage to make a speech to mainlain the liononr, 
' ftnd excite the spirit of the country, and concur in 

_ ' tbc original address, and afterwards again absent 
W himself. By these means he may hope, at the same 
^'me that the present Administration is weakened by 
^'iifiTent modes of attack from the different sides of 
Ojijjosition, to recommend himself both to the King 
■•^d to the country by his apparent forbearance and 
'*^*»itereste<lness/ f In March 1804, when, as has 

^<&^ Letters printed for private circulotion bj Lord Stanhope. 
^**>« Lord Mjdmeabury's Diaiy ; whioh shows that Lord MabnesbiiTy, 

g2 
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been seen, the opposition to the Government had 
taken a more decided form, he repeats a similar 
opinion in still stronger language ; but as the convic- 
tion in 1803, of the advantage which Mr. Pitt was 
prepared to take of any amendment moved by him (a 
conviction that was entirely justified by the result), 
could not prevent my father on that occasion from 
doing what he considered right, so the equally strong 
conviction in 1804, that the defeat of the Grovernment 
would lead merely to the reinstatement of Mr. Pitt in 
oflBce, without any of those by whose co-operation that 
defeat might be efifected, could not deter him from 
giving his best assistance in brlDging about what he 
deemed essential to the safety of the country. And 
though again expressing his conviction, in writing to 
Mr. Fox on the 22nd of April, when the contest was 
at its height, that- it would all end * either in the con- 

* tinuance, under certain conditions, of the Addington 

* Government ... or in Pitt's forming his Administra- 

* tion without you.' He adds : * This does not alter my 

* opinion of the propriety of perseverance in the opposi- 

* tion you have begun, though I wish the event may 

* not exempliiy the old fable of the Log and the Stork.' 

Mr. Fox answered, that he could not concur in the 

* danger of getting anything worse than King Log. I 

* do not think,' he says, * the Stork (which, by the 

* way, is Pitt's crest) would be worse, for reasons 

* which we may discuss when we meet.' 

though a constant supporter of Mr. Pitt, had not formed a very differoat 
or more flattering opinion of Mr. Pitt's conduct and motives in these 
transactions. 



But my father himself took no personal part in the 
pariiameDtary warfare which ended in the abandon- 
neat of the Grovernment by Mr. Addingtoo. Though 
preaeed by almost daily letters from Mr, Fox to come 
to town, and though cordially approving all that was 
done by him, he had been unavoidably detained in the 
Nortli, and when he at last arrived in London on the 
l3t af May, the fight was already over. Mr. Adding- 
toti had, as Mr. Fox expressed it in one of his letters, 
•nm away.' And indeed the resignation of the 
Minister seems to have been rightly characterized by 
this expression ; for though his last majority in the 
House of Commons before that event, had been only 
tiitrty-six in a full house (considered a very small one 
ill those days), and though he was threatened with an 
elFective attack in the House of Lords in the shape of 
a motion for inquiry into the state of the nation ; yet 
there can be little doubt that, if he had possessed 
nerve to continue the contest, supported as he was by 
ffc Court, Mr. Addington might have successfully 
<'<?fied the combined opposition of Mr. Fox, Mr, Pitt, 
*^d the friends of Lord Grenville. * It seems to me,* 
^iny father writes to my mother from the road, on his 
ay up, — 'it seems to me as if the Doctor was dcter- 
txiinetl to fight it out, and if he can really screw his 
<?^iirage to the stieking-place, I shall not be very 
*^mch surprised if he withstirnds the combination 
**gaiDst him, powerful as it is.' Such was also believed 
iiave been the o[>iiiiou of Lord St. Vincent, and one 
^\io of the mure energetic niembei*s of tlie Govern- 
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ment^* and their advire was said to be m accordance 
with that opinion. 

Bat there were traitora in the camp. It is noi^ 
known that at the very height of the contest, whih 
the attacks upon the Government of which he was i 
member were in their full vigour, Lord Eldon wai 
in secret communication with Mr. Pitt ! — that befow 
the motion made by Mr. Fox on the 23 rd of April 
and which was strongly supported by hira, (drawn n| 
and agreed upon, indeed, in previous concert with him,] 
Mr. Pitt had, through Lord Eldon, written a lettei 
to the King, the object of which was to urge thi 
necessity of a change of Government, and to placi 
himself (Mr. Pitt) at the absolute disposal of Hil 
Majesty: the only peremptory condition of thi 
change being, as appears from the letter to Loiti Mel 
ville already quoted, the dismissal of Mr. Addingtoi 
and Lord St Vincent, and his own appointment to thi 
place of the former ! m 

Mr. Fox*s motion had originally been fixed W 
Friday the 20tb, but had been postjjoned, Mr. F03 
writes, * at the earnest request of Mr. Fitt^ for reasoua 

* foolish and fanciful beyond belief, till Monday th* 

* 23 rd/ But the 'fancifuF reasons given to Mr. Foj 
do not appear to have been the true ones. Mr, Pitt 
in charging Lord Eldon on the 22nd with his letter t 
the King, writes that he * certainly feels most attsdou 

■ Mr, AdJington himself Is mipposed to Imve been iufluencod. I 
abajiduidijg the eotiteat, hy the sUte oi the Kiug's miud, though it do4 
nut api c;ixp how this was to operate more stroogiy l-ii pfevt-nt his coi] 
iiimhig thD Govtnitneiit, thdn any ono eli*o from uiiUurtukitig it, '"^ 
twrni * f umiing away,' «tj«iiis to mo, therufore* propsrly ap|)Ueil, ■ 
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ttiat til is letter should be piit into His Majesty's 
' Lauds, if it can with propriety, before the dmimion of 
* fihsnartvw,* 

III B second note of the same date he adds : ' My 

* y>kh is to leave it entirely to your discretion whether 

it Gin be delivered before the debate to-morrow. 

If not, 1 muiously tcwh t/iat it should he hmtm to His 

^ Majesty^ in dm time^ that it was deposited with you 

iu order that it should be so delivered/ &c. 

It may be well doubted whether in all the annals 

of ParUamentary and Party contests, an equal instatieo 

can he found of treachery on both sides. 

My father, as has been seen, foresaw from the first 

tJhat any change in the Administration would in all 

probability be limited to the extent above mentioned. 

He again expresses the same opinion on the day of his 

WTival in London (May 5): *The most probable 

' evcnC he writes, * is that the new Ministry will be 

'f«ir«icd without us.* And before the issue of Mr, 

Pitt's interview with the King, on the 7th of May, 

*a8 known, he again states his belief, that * it will 

*^d in Pitt's coming in without any of us.* 

Tbia jtpecuiation was fiilly confirmed by the event. 
Attcr pressing, more or less strongly, upon the King, 
f^o neecssity of a junction with Mr. Fox, Mr. Pitt 
yielded to His Majesty's objections ; and, failing to 
hidme Lord Grenville to concur in the same course, 
tMed his Admini^itration out of the members of tlie 
Government, with the mere addition of two or 
1ii^^•^ t»r Ids own ix^rsomil friends. 
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A faint disposition had been shown to ofTcr oBee tj 
my father and others of Mr. Fos*9 party, Unt to th( 
exclosion of Mr, Fox himself; l>at to such a proposa 
my father would not listen for a single moment, bm 
he took steps, on the first mmour of sach an intention 
which prevented the proposition being actually made 
*The objection/ he writes, 'being personal to him 

* Fox expressed a wish that his friends, if they couh 

* be admitted as a party to their full share of inllueno 
' and power, and ratlier more than if he himself fonne< 

* part of the arrangement, should accept ; and Pit 

* seemed inclined to discuss this proposition in a per 
' sonal interview with Fox. But I put an absolute 

* veto upon it, and we arc all excluded/ And it] 
another letter after mentioning that Mr. Fox was thi 
ard(/ person objected to, he proceeds : * If by stating 

* Fox to he the only person objected to, they meai 

* that the King would accept of me or any other o 
*" Fox's friends, and that they have hopes of gaining 

* us, they arc, as far as relates to mc at least, com 

* pletely mistaken. No earthly consideration shonl* 
' make me accept office without Fox, How uuceaslnj 
' the persecution of him is ! How honourable to him 

* self— how disgraceful to all those who concur in, o 
*■ snljmit to it!' The disgrace of such submission dii 
not attach to the Gronville party. *The GreuviUes, 
my father writes, 'have also refused, and have indeei 

* behaved in the mcst honourable manner, so t-iat Pi( 

* must make up \m Ministry out of the rump of tl^ 

* old Aduiinistration, and his own imiueiliate frict 
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These friends, however, seem UiemselFes to have 
l>cefl dissatisfied with this result Lord Malmesburj 
Itm bis * Diaries/ says that Mr. 'Canuiug's leanings 
'Here entirely with Fox and the Grenville?, and that be 
-was disposed to think Pin might have done more tmih 
King^ He further says that Mr. Canning had 
him that he did not * conceal frorn Pitt his 
concern and disaaiisfaciu/n, and even dimpprofmtion of 
' ^hat had passed— that he considered the great and 
'" <mly opportunity of nnititig the whole ability of the 
• coanlr)' gone hj and lost.' 

Whether or not the loss of this opportunil}- is to be 
iraputed to Mr, Pitt, — whether or not he was sincere 
in his desire to overcome the King's objection to 
^r. Fox, — are questions which every one must de- 
cade for himself. There seem to me, however, to 
^ strong reasons for concurring in the opinion 
'fliich Lord Malmt^sbnry tells us that Mr. Canning 
<^^resseil to him : that ' Pitt might have done more 
«itli the King/ and for believing that the will waa 
ffaating. 

In 18o2 Lortl Stanhope (then Lord Mahon) printed 
for private circnlation certain correspondence between 
^r. Pitt and Lortl Melville on the state of the Admi- 
nistration at the beginning of 1804. Firmly im- 
l>ftssed, as he states himself to be with the conviction 
tl»at every week for which the existence of Mr. 
Afidlngi, Ill's G^jvcrnment might be protractctl, would 
iciuled with iocreased diiuger to the country, Mr, 
Pitt avows his intention of * eudcavonring by jjar* 
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* liaiaentaiT m<?aiis* to effect a change. With this 
view he proposed to write to the King to explain the 
dangeFs which, in his opinion, threatened both his 
crown and people from the continoance of the existing 
Govemnient, and to nrge npcm His Majesty the ne- 
eemty of a change whicli should result in the forma- 
tion of a Government of ' a strong and comprehenar 

* natoie/ But he adds that varions considerations, an3 
especially the King's last illness, indace him to ' feel 

* that a proposal to take into a dmre of his counsels 
' persons against whom he has long entertained such 

* strong and natural objectionSi ought never to be 
*■ made to htm, Aul in such a maimer m i0 ham Mm a 
*free opium, and t& ctmmnee him thai tf he cannot be 
' sincerely cmvmeed of ii^ expediency, there is nat a 

* to force ii upon kimJ He adds that, from his kiiow> 
ledge of the King*s character, he thinks this would be 
the most likely method to obtain his consent to the 
formation of a strong Government ; and then proceeds 
to say that, having taken this step» whatever might be 
the result, he (Mr. Pitt) would have acquitted himself 
of his duty to the Kiiig ; and if it produces no eflfect, 

* / shotdd then^* he adds, * /uwe na heskaiim in taking 

* mck ground in Parliament as wouki be most likely- to 

* attain the ohjeet* 

What is the plain Engl Ii of this, but that if the 
King persisted in su[)portiMg Mr. Addington s Go* 
vernment, and in exclading Mr, Pitt, he was to be 
forced, if |K)ssiblc, by Parliamentary attacks, into 
ftcccT^titirir the latter as his Minister; but, having coo* 
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sentfti to this step, he was to be indulged in his arii- 
naoeitr to Mr. Fox or any one else ? TTuder no circum- 
st^kJices could that conduct be right iu Mr. Pitt's owe 
^*^^ge which was wroug iu Mr, Fox's ; yet he was, if 
^^t^esaary, to be forced upou the King by l^arIiamenta^y 
F^^-^Gssure, while Mr. Fox*s exclusioTi was to be ac- 
«l*:iiesced in. 

Lord Melville in his answer assumes that if Mr. 

t^itt is called xipoa to form a new Administration, it 

ill he upon what he calls the * narrow basis.' Indeed 

seems hard to imagine how any other expectation 

<2t<5aid have beea entertained after the assurances which 

^^Ir. Pitt announced his intention of giving to the King, 

't.^iat those against whom he entertained *8uch strong 

* and nattiral objections,' should not be forced upon 

tim; and a * knowledge of the King's character* 

sliould have led Mr. Pitt to a directly opposite conclu- 

sloa from that to which he came. But Lord Melville 

adds that be should be * sorry if the business should 

* ead that way * (in the formation of a Government on 

^e narrow basis), * being* he says, * as convinced as he 

* ever was of anything in his life, that nothing can 

* bring the country out of its difficulties except a sus- 

* P<2U8ion of political animosities, and a collection of 
*^ the talents, vigour, and experience of the country 
ill one general mass of energy and action.* Should 

^^^^ Pitt be unable to effect this, he urges the necessity 
^^ least of distinct explanations both with Mr. Fox 
itucl Lonl Grenvillc, and of an understanding with 
^hoin without which, he a.sks in conclusion, whether 




Mtm Boee wippian eIso to bftTe dispiBOfed of 4 
delOBiiifttipii taken hv Mr. FitL, m wfcU ht Ikio^ 
fae ^Ind not icted ii|iaB Us ovn eool sod lemperM 
* JMigfl, ' aad lieribes it (ii^jn^ is it bboos &x)I 
wfat k ibove maiXed) to Lord Melnlle aod the *e^ 
' impatieDce of that nobkioaQ for office.* Mr. Eos 
^xpt^mm great iDdignatioa against tluee wbo iusislie 
OS Mr* Fox's umnedhie admissioa into tlie Oabioel 
tlifti is, against thoee who, like my fiither aod Loi 
GnmTille, would cot acquiesce m the principle i 
exelmkm <m whiefa the new Cabinet was to be founded 
but Jears iniicb, * tboogb Mr. Pitt csn loee no Momcte 
kc.,* yot that 'he risks loss ot Gmaequencs* to a vei 
great extent, and looks upon * the fonning an Adm 

* nistratioa with little more than some of the lal 

* Ministcra (whom we have been holding np to rid 

* cttle for a long time),' considering the attitac 
assumed by ihe Prince of Wales, 'as a despcra 
miderlaking,'* 

* TUt li«Vifr&ad Editcrr of the Dkh» of the Bi^t Honom-able < 
Bo«e, in hii reni&riLA apoo theae transactions (voL ii. pp. loo a «r^ 
ailOtoi A pawige hosi Lord Brougham, warning histdmus ag&iust gj 
Ing unduo faitb to coniemponiry writers, wlio must aec&esKtilv he i 
tlnenced by their party predilection B. And tbeu goes on to o^er bii 
JKslf tm glaring fttt exatntif** (to use hia own eipreaaionsV of * a& obliqui 

* of luent^il vwion, ]>ro(Iueed by party gieal,' and of * fiilsehood embrma 

* fot truth, in order tit iinjuite ill motives to those whom they disiik 
IS ewar cAttm uudcf my obi*«rvation. He can see impropriety in t 
opithetM ai)pli<^il to George Uf, by Lord Broughftm, but uoiio in tho 
ho hitoiuilf taviiihat so fireel^ on Mr. Fo£. Nor doea it seem to &tri 
him OJ" unfair, if not positively untrue, to say <•>[ tliat trrt-at man, 

I Kii >4, that his * lifo, it (« atltu jtted, was a " Uft? '•, aj 

' ftiction," * (fc» if uuiih a charge were tftiU u, Ijo 

Brougham ftpt>li«a the* terms, thus unfairly quvtoJ, t-o the eaj ly foil; 
and wngiahniiisfi of Mr. Fn\'i* Ufe, whicli md been long for^ott< 
' leftvmg*^(aa Lord nrougliAni adds, in the vei^ pajsago from w hich t 
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My falber thus expresses his owii opinion of the 

,coDdiict of Mr. Pitt on this occasion. Writing to my 

on the 8th May, when the nature of the new 

arrangement was known, he says: * I saw Pitt in the 

' House of Lorils, and I thmk ho looked very miser- 

' ahte. We have no right to impute any unfairness to 

' him, for he always avowed that he would do as he 

*ha3 iloiie ; but I woold mthcr be any man in England 

'Ikn him/ And again a few days later, ' I do not 

*&iy so but to those to whom I can speak confi- 

*dcntially, but nothing can exceed my contempt for 

^h meanness of his condnct. In pnblic, I say, as 

Iiffldeed I ara bound to say, that we have no right to 
complain, but I should be sony to think tliat either 
* Fox or I, if placed in the same situation^ could have 
* actcil as he has done.' 

or my father's own condnct In adhering as he did to 
^Mr. Fox, involving as it did the prospect of a probably 
l>rpetual exclusion from office, there can be, I should 

I*-«Jagine, but one opinion ; and it certainly contrasted 
"^ery strongly with the principles on which many public 
^^n of that day were not ashamed to act, and even to 
3V0W that they acted.* 

^k*cw« wortig are taken^ but which the lleveread Editor does not quote) 

* the Doblo hejtrt tind aweet diaposition of that great man unscathed 

^ in [itesing through an oMeaL which, in almaat every other iiistatico, 

' is tj(iiud to dea*bn all the Kiudly aaJ geaerouB affections.' I flud 

ao Ja,|Jt xvitb the Etlitor of these Uiariea for expressing on opiniou iin- 

Me to th« Wliigs as to these tmriaactions. Every man haa a 

form and doclaro hift own, \ will nnly say mine is exactly the 

^•'J7.*j of hia, and that the peruaal of Mr-Rose*8 Diaries coniinoa io 

' ^J^ ^vnd the views wbich I have taken. 

J * H©(> letter from Sir A, namoiid, deacrihed aa a diBtiuatiiished naval 

|w'/ac<j^.^ and I beUeve a member of Geoi-j^o lll.'a hoiisehold, to Mr. 

'■**ti^ ill tlie Journals and Correapondencxj of Lord AucMwad, IwtiVly 
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To Mr, Pitt's new Administration, formed a5 it was, 
my father thought as little confidence was due as to that 
which had preceded it : * For though/ he writes, on the 
17th May, * we would have joined Pitt to form a strong 

* Administration, we never can be supposed to have 
' entertained the opinion that he alone could give that 

* character to what he has retained of the last, and the 

* miserable imbecility which he has added to it/ 

Opposition, therefore, now resumed its natural and 
accustomed course, but with thm iraix>rtant difference* 
that the honourable conduct of Lord Grenville and his 
party in refusing to concur in the exclusion of Mr. 
Fox, had drawn them and the Whigs still closer 
together, and Mr. Fos could write, in October 1804, 
that * Opposition seems now restored, at least to what 

* it was before the Duke of Portland's desertion and 

* the other adverse circumstances of the times/ But 
as my father had again for some months retired to 
Northumberland, he adds, ' Mind I say, seems^ for if 

* you stay away, it will Ikj very far from being really 

* so; and whatever is gained will be thought by all, 

* and most certainly by me, a bad exchange for yoa,' 

publiehed. He congratulfttefl Mr.Eden, who Lad b^en an ftctiFS pftrti- 
san of Lord North, And a strong aupporter of the Coalition Covemmeot 
in 1783, on liia extrication * out of an entanglement that bore the 
' worst of aspects/ i, e, his connectioD with a party out of favour m% 
t'onrt, and with little hoiw of reatoration to power. * As to Charles 
I'^oa,' be ad Ja, ' though I admire his abilities as much as anjbodj' can, 
' yet I atn convinced that nothing but the death of the King, or & war, 
' ean bring him foiwartl, and therefore 1 consider him destined to pas^s 

* the greatest part of his life in Oppoaition. I have heard the King 
' speiUt of liim with that indignation, that I really believe be wouW 
' rather saorifice everything than allow him to come forward, l/r tlitr*^ 

* /on; ouyht it{^t to ex^ttt that jteoph who are no tmy ;ji'f>(itTiirf t/, shtiuki con- 

* timif their (liUteraiJce heifoml eertain limifs,^ — O/tytqiOttihnce (/ WiUtam 

Ut Lord Auckland, voh i. p. 3fi2. 
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Mr, Fox's letters U> my father al>oiind in similar 
(xs^ag^ cxpreasivc of the imjx>rtance which he at- 
tacbed to his advice and co-operation, withont which 
he had said, as already quoted, that *all hope of 
* any good in the country, nay, of any alleviation of 
'ovil, was at an end/ And he had looked to my 
fothnras the fittest person to be placed at the head of a 
libral ministry, if such should be formed. ' Make up 
' your inind,' he writes to him in Febrnary 1804, * to 
' be wbat YOU must be if things take the turn which I 
' tbitik not improbable. / will give you every assist- 
' ance, but ^ou must l>e at the head/ 

WTien, however, the reconstruction of the Govern- 
ment under Mr. Pitt, in May 1804, to the exclusion 
of the parties both of Mr. Fox and Lord Grenville, 
had led to a more direct and avowed union between 
these last, and the acknowledged weakness of the 
Admiaistration hxduced the belief that Mr. Pitt would 
'•0 eoiupellcd to enter into negotiations for the forma- 
iion of a Government on a more extended basis, Mr. 
^ox wrote : ' As to yourself you know my wishes ; 

* biit if a gi*eat sacrifice were made (a sacrifice which 

* t feel quite sure will never be made)* on the other 
8i<le, perhaps it would be expected that the nominal 

I licad should be a person less marked than you or 1/ f 



^. . The rwigiMition, nmnely, of Mr. Pitt, as a preliminaa-y to aoy nego- 
"•**oa for a new Govemment. 

• in Mr, i;o*e'a Diaries, &e,, wo find an interesting account of the 

«^v .. '• ■■■i he hill at tho end of 1804 with the KiHg at Wnymautb 

;i placo, I'uffuells. Mr. Koso eipreasea very strongly hia 

: tljc absolute Decessity of strengthening theOovemmcnt ; 

"" " >dt ■ " 
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No overtures, however, were made by Mr. Pitt, 
tliougli reports of such an iiiteDtion on his part were 
constantly renewed during the whole of the short 
Administration which termiDated with his death in 
Jammry 1806, Attempts, indeed, at negotiations 
seem to have been set on foot during the same period 
from Carlton House, having for tlieir professed object 
the formation of a strong Administration ; but they 
also came to nothing. A sine qu^ non condition, in my 
father's opinion, before any projwsition from Mr. Pitt 
could be even entertained, was the resignation by that 
Minister of his situation as head of the Grovcrnment, 
and a declaration that his Ministry was at an end. 

* I do not think,* my father writes to Mr* Wbi thread, 
on the subject of possible overtures from Mr. Pitt, 
and after giving other reasons for thinking that if 
made they would come to nothing^ — ' he will ever 
' bring himself to relinquish his present oflfice, which I 

* hope Fox will insist on as a sine qua non/ There 
was, my father thought, a material difference between 
coming in on equal terms with Mr. Pitt, and coining 
in to him •, and he was further strongly of opinion 
that if they consented to take office at all, they onght 
to provide a security for their principles being acted 



hitoself^ as Mr. Pitt desired. But in September, I80.j» he eitemled hla 
objections to the whole Opposition, and * stated a poaiLivo detennina- 
* tion against tttkiog a smgle iDdividual from the Uppoaitinu/ &o. Mr, 
n«ee attributed this chaiige of feeling o» the part of tliQ King— tboug]i 
Oiily the ofltural consequeuoe of Mr, Ijtt'a original acqaioscL-ncu in tSe 
exclusion of Mr. Foi—to the secret macliiniitiuiis of lx)rd Dawkeaburyt 
the Chancellor, &c. Tho Kiug*a opinion of his several Miiiistera^ as ex- 
pressed ill these oonverBationsj m uurioua if not voiy tlattering, — iA«r"s 
/Maries nntf <.'itinftiH'H'h>jtrt\, ,{c. vol. ii. pp. h'y tt *t./. 
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upon, by insisting opoii having a m&jority in the 

Cabinet. *In short,' he ooacladea, in the leller to 
Mr. Whiibreaii above quoted, ^<>^ slH sides I see ad 
'mucb diffioultv, and, in eyenr result, so little pnos- 
* pect of good, that, in the fii^t plaeev I cannot believe 
' m new armngemcot including us wiU take place, 
' m] in the next, I have no wish that soch an amuige- 
' fiient should be effected.* 

With such opinions on one side, and with Mr. 

Pitt's well-known arrogance of disiwsition on the 

Miher, which, as Mr. Fox said, rendered him incapable 

of 'acting fairly and on a footing of equality with his 

'qimls^* it was clear that no agreement could l)e 

e to, nor is it to be wondered at that none was 

msequcntly attempted. Mr. Pitt was therefore re- 

^Vimi to the painful necessity of end^vouring to 

strimgthcn himself by a reconciliation with the very 

^Hnister he had so lately joined in opiwsing; and 

^ch a reconciliation (proving however but short-lived) 

^^sis effected in the autumn of 1804. This gave hiui 

'<>^ the time a large majority in the House of Com- 

ens over the united parties of Mr. Fox and Lord 

G-rGQville on all subjects of either foreign or domestic 

licy. He was supported on the questions of the 

ODtinued Suspension of the Irish Habeas Corpus 

«t»* and of the rupture with Spain,f by majorities of 

The first reading of the Bill for sus^Jentling tho Habeas Corpus 
^-^^^ ia IrolauJ was carried by 112 to ^3. The motion for going iato 
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between three and four to one ; while a motion by Mr. 
Windham on the Defence of the Coantrr,* and another 
by Mr. Sheridan for the repeal of the AdditioDal Force 
Bin t (the !att4?r only carried in the preceding session 
by the narrow majority, in a full honse, of forty-four) 
were negatived by majorities of more than two to one, 
The rupture with Spain was the only question on 
which my father (who had reluctantly yielded to Mr, 
Fox's repeated solicitations that he would attend the 
session of 1805) took a leading part On Mr. Pitfs 
motion (Feb. 11) for an address to the King, atfirming 
their con¥iction of the justice of the war^ and giving 
(Government credit for the *fairne^ and moderation' 
which had marked their conduct towards Spain, he 
proposed an amendment by which, instead of express- 
ing such approbation of the conduct of Ministers, he 
asked the House to record its opinion of their * errors,' 
and of the 'fatal conseciuences that have resulted 

* from them ;' and while repeating the assurance of their 
readiness to support His Majesty to the utmost ' in every 

* measure necessary to assert the rights and vindicate 
'the honour of his Crown/ to point out that those 
objects * could never be successfully pursued by uegli* 
*gent and undecided counsels, nor attained by the 

* violation of those engagements on which those with 

* whom they treated had rested tlicir security.' 

My lather admitted in the course of his speech that 
the treaty of 8au lldefonso between Franco and Simin, 
might in itself have been a justifiable cause of war 

• Negativod liy 242 to m, f Ditto by 2rt7 to 127. 
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with the latter power. But having consented not so 
to consider it, if the Bpanisli Government did not go 
beyond the stipulations of that treaty in support of 
Friiioei and having, tacitly at least, aef|niesced in tJie 
iktitution of succour in money, for the stipulated 
SQccoiir in men •, 8pa!n having further yielded to those 
fiemaiifLs on onr part, without which she was infonfncd 
that her neutrality could not bo resiiected ; our con- 
duct in seizing the treasure ships without any previous 
<i*tIaration of war, and in the absence of any fresh pro- 
?(X'ation, was not only unjust towards Spain, but dis- 
picefal to the Government which was guilty of it 

In the discussions relating to the impeachmeBt of 
Lord Melville, lironght forward by Mv. Whitbread and 
<amed against the Government, and in the course of 
whirh the shortrUved alliance Iwtwcen Mr. Pitt and 
iiie Addingtons was again dissolved, my father took 
little part, ITe supi>orted Mr. Whitbread, however, 
'0 ilic coui-se i>roposerl, of proceeding by impeachment 
'0 preference to a criminal information ; and he ro 
Pellwl an attack which Mr. Canning, in an intemperate 
j8p€H*ch, directed against *the friends of Sir John Jervis 
nd die kindred of Sir Charles Grey * for now * join- 
n* to hunt down' the nobleman, who, when * these 
* eminent commanders' were attacked in 1705, for 
^^<*ip conduct in the West Indies,' *had stood forward 

Th*?y had oommanded the goto I tin wl riaval anU military forces by 
"*»ich MartJtiUixie ami other Woat li^JU ia?aiit]fi were capturctl in 17fl-l ; 
^<i RclfUnn, I bplieve^ haa an cordial tin uitilfrstanding exiRfccd twtween 

atfitninvla ^d gonerals is any simikj' expedition, 

h2 
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' iLs the most zealous of their defenders/ In answer to 
thist my father, after detailing the nature of the attack 
then made, and the cireumstances under which Lord, 
Melville, as a member of the Grovernment, had resisted 
it, proceeded : * The right honourable gentleman has 

* spoken as if those noble persons received favours 

* from the noble lord who appeared in their defence, 
*But I utterly disclaim the existence of any snch 

* favours. The noble lord had defended them, because 
' they had served with credit and honour those by 

* whom they were employed. This justice was due, not 
*only to their particular merits, but it was due also 

* to the country whose interests they had promoted.' 

Shortly before the prorogation of Parliament (on 
the 20 th of June), my father moved an address to the 
King, praying His Majesty not to resort to such a mea- 
sure until he should be enabled to give more full in- 
formation as to his relations with Foreign Powers, and 
as to his views and prospects in the contest in which ho 
was engaged. In support of his motion ho showed 
what he conceived to be the generally critical state 
of public affairs. He pointed out the unsatisfactory 
condition of our finances, with a debt increased in two 
years by the sum of thirty millions, in the face of 
the assurance given by the Ministers that the resources 
of the country were sufficient to meet the expenditure 
of the war. On the other hand, he called attention, 
notwithstanding our enormous expenditure, to the in- 
adequacy of our annameuts; no sufficient addition 
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living been made to oar regular army ; and our navy, 
M. mi gpite of tlie attacks made by Pitt on its adjuiuistra- 
^•iBou by Lord St, Vincent, beiug f^till in an ineffieieut 
^ tate, as proved by the escape of the different French 
^s^tijidrons then at sea, and the fears felt at that mo- 
»*enL for the safety of our colonial possessions. He 
\»raised the spirit of loyalty that animated the people : 
' Never,' he ^Id, ' was the spirit of the whole nation 
'more determined to resist every attack on their in- 
Mependcnee, and to defend themselves at all hazai-ds.' 
The state of Ireland, too, he thought afforded 
ground of satisfaction, owing chiefly ' to the concilia- 
' tory administration of Lord Hardwicke,' though much 
remained to be done ; and be urged especially, as the 
only means of converting that country from a sourco 
of weakness, os it had hitherto been, to one of real 
slreugth to England, the necessity of removing every 
obstacle to the entire satisfaction of the Roman Catho- 
lic body, * Much indeed,' he added, ' had been done ' 
Oo producing a good feeling towards England) * by 
*&e example of the consequences of French aid to 
'those who ever looked with any degree of hope to 
' Ihc effects of French co-operation/ , , , * There is 
' ftsi^a to hope tJiat the Irish now see the advantage 
* of Britis^h connection, and that they know that what 
*^C'y have to expect from the libci-ality and policy 
^^ Orcat Britain, would be utterly lost by French 
*^oiirmest } that by contributing to the injury of their 
_ ^^•'Ujal friends by a correspondence with France, 
^^y- wonld only be adding themselves to the list of 
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' those slaves whom France had reduced under her 

* domiuioii, either in an abject depeadcnce, or totally 

* stripped of their name and existence as nations/ 

With respect to continental politics, he fully ad- 
mitted that the 'interests of this country are inti- 

* mately connected with those of the Continent^ 
' because without a great and powerful co-operation on 

* the Continent, there can be no chance of reducing the 
' power of France ; and l>eeause, failing that, auless 

* the Great Powci*s take a part in negotiation in one 

* sliape or other, any hope of permanent peace will im 

* much weakened/ But though he deprecated on 
these grounds the conclnsion of a separate peace, and 
thought that great responsibility would attach to those 
who might eoQcludeone, even thLg might be preferable 
to the continuance of the war, in case the co-operation 
or concert of other Powers in negotiation should 
lead to no result. It was therefore, he thought, ' the 

* imperious duty of the House to call upon Ministers 
' to give us some rational prospect of pursuiug the 

* war with succeas, or to explain to us that peace on 

* equitable and honourable teinna is not to be obtained/ 
The ignomnce in which the House was kept as to the 
nature of the pacific overtures which had beea made 
by France, and as to the state of our relations with 
other Powers, ijarticularly with Russia — added to the 
unsatisliictory state of our finances as well as of our 
military means — were the reasons which induced him 
to move this address. 

The motion was strongly supported by Mr, Wind- 
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bam and Mr. Fox — opposed by Mr. Pitt, Mr. Canning, 

l^d Lord CastkTcagh — and negatived by a m^yority of 

trwo hundred and sixty one, to one band red and ten. 

H Upon the questiona above referred to, and upon 

Koilterfl of minor interest that occurred during this 

"^pcasdon, bat refjuiring no special notice here, there 

^_|aad been a general coincidence of opinion between tlie 

^old and the new Oppositions,* and tJiey had, for the 

laooti part, concurred heartily in their attacks upon the 

Gfovcrnnieut But during the recess another subject 

came under discussion, on which not only was the 

agreement between the parties lesa entire— but in* 

■ volviog no slight danger of ^the revival of former 

■diflTerences. 

^ That question had reference to our continental 
^K>Uuy ; for though my father had admitted, as already 

I stalled, that * without a great and powerful co-opera- 
• tioa on the Continent, there could be no chance of 
* reducing the jx^wer of France, &c, ;* yet both he and 
MjT, Fox were strongly opposed to the system of en- 
dcavyuring to obtain such co-operation by means of 
large subsidies ; and to such a system the Grenvilles 
\af^ been too long parties, as members of Mr. Pitt's first 
Atliftiaistration, t^> admit of their now uniting with 
Ihe Whigs locondiiun it. They cousecjuently objected 
t«> the attack which, before the fatal result of tho 
German campaign of 1805 was known (though all 

* U Unt corrcftpouctuiico botvroon my hiher and Mr. Fox, tJio Wbig 

""^ OnsnrUlo p<irtie«^ «u>[> conuianttjr t.buA distiuguisbed. 
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the intelligence received seemed to point surely and 
inevitably to that result), Mr Fox thought ought to be 
directed against Mr. Pitt, for having * set on foot the 
' ill-timed, rash, and ill-concerted attack of the 

* Austrian^, without waiting either for Prussia, or 

* even for the Russian armies that were to form so 

* main apart of the strength/ The chief reason given 
by them for objecting, was the fear that such attacks 
\¥ould *tend to destroy all hope and spirit here/ 
And Mr. Windham, in writing on the subject to my 
father, expressed his * regret and alarm at the extent 

* to which Mr. Fox carried his doctrine of not resisting 

* by force.' The difference of opinion between them on 
this point, would^ he thonght, render it necessary that 
they should in the ensuing session, ' move in two or 
' three separate columns ; all, however, he hoped, assist^ 

* iugeach other, and tending to one point/ M}' father, 
however, saw in these 'separate columns, or mther 

* these separate armies,' a probably * great advantage 

* to Pitt/ and he feared that 'instead of meeting in one 

* point, it will end in some of them joining him/ 

When the news arrived of the catastrophe of Aus- 
terlitz, this danger seemed to be materially lessened ; 
and my Mher, in writing to Mr. Fox, expresses his 
hope that * should the continental war be over, the 
'motions for inquiry that will be obvious; and of 

* censure, if upon the result of that inquiry it should 

* appear that we urged Austria to acts of direct hos- 

* tility before Prussia was engaged, before the Uussian 
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*anny could arrive, and even Ijcfore we ourselves 
*were prepared to make the slightest move in her 

* sopimrt,' . , . would aot occasion ' any diversity of 
' opimon.' 

The tiirn^ however, that affairs might take in the 
mmitig session seemed still doubtful ; and Mj, Fox 
ffpoto on the 10th of January 1806, that ' he was 

* more sanguine than he hwl been about our all agree- 

* ing, though God knows far from feeling anything 
*likc certainty.' * I do not think/ he proceeds, *that 
*my of our friends, or even the Ministry, are mad 
*ajoagh to wish for another campaign in Genua uy, 
•eroa with the Russians; but the difficalties will be 
*of a minor kind^ arising from apprehensions which I 
' (l^?m unreasonable, lest the condemnation of the par- 
' licular attempt should imply a condemnation of the 
'general system/ 

AJl these doubts and speculations, however, were 
ily set at rest by the unexpected death of Mr. 
Hit which occurred soon after the openiug of the 
ion» without his having been once able to appear 
iu Parlianieiit ; and whatever might have been the 
wtiscquences of the differences above alluded to, had 
tfcetwo imrties continued to occupy the Opposition 
WdiIk^s, they were soon cordially and firmly united 
autierLord Grenville, in un Administmtion ijoworful 
ID ever)' thing but tlie support of the Court- 
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CHAPTER III. 

Fbom the Death op Mr. Pitt, and Fobmation op the Wnio MntisTRf 
IN 180C, to my Father's kkmovai, to tuk House of Lobds !>■ 1807. 

Ok the deatli of Mr. Pitt^ the parties of Lord Gren- 
ville and Mr. Fox came intxj power ; and were united 
I under the former as First Lord of the Treasury, and 
the latter as Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, in 
a Government — powerful, as I have already remarked, 
in aU but the support of the Court. 

The King, it is believed, liad done all he could to 
avoid the necessity of calling the Whigs to his councils ; 
and during the five days tliat elapsed before he com- 
missioned Lord Grenville to form a new Administra- 
tion, is supposed to have endeavoured to induce Lord 
Hawkesbury, or indeed any other member of the old 
Administration who should have nerve for the task, 
to undertake the responsibility of still carrying it on. 

But though it would thus appear that the new 
Government was, in a manner, forced upon the King, 
and he seems to have been ready to seize the first 
opportunity of getting rid of it, yet the cucumstances 
attending its formation appear greatly to strengthen 
the suspicion that Mr. Pitt was not sincerely desirous, 
in 1804, of obtaining the co-operation of Mr. Fox in 
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the Adiumistration ; and that, asul he been 8o, he 
wimld have fmind no insuperable objeelioB on tlie part 
of tie King. For Lord Malmesbury teUs us that, on 
Uk; deatb of Mr. Pitt, the King spontaneously adopted 
the opinioa, contrary to that expressed by the Duke 
of York, that the presence of Mr. Fox in the Cabinet 
ffas easeutial to the stability of any Government that 
might now be formed. 

Mr, liose, also the devoted friend of Mr. Pitt, sees 

^ prolmbility that this inference may be drawn from 

»&at now occurred: *His Majesty,* he says, *hfld 

'nade up big mind to admit of such an Administration 

'ttabould be recommended to him, wiihoiU any exclu- 

'iioiu The promptitude with which that determina- 

''ton is taken may, I think, lead to a suspicion in 

*acn3ie inuads,that Mn Pitt had not made all the exer- 

I ' tioos he stated to his friends he liad done, for pre- 

liog with the King to admit Mr, Fox to his 

>nacsls ; the certainty of which, however, is as clear 

' U» me as my own existence.** 

In the Government now formed, my father was ap- 

pouiicd First Lord of the Atlmiralty, and was made at 

<flHie to experience all the annoyances to which men in 

jwwtT are ever subject, and which to Mm were pecu- 

iy pain fid, arising^ from the imj)atience and unrea- 

Wc complaints of friunds, either angry at being 

pasBedover altogi'tlicr, or dissatisfied with the arrange- 

JttHts i»ro['ostd fur thera, 

* Uuuia^ u( Bight Uoti. U. Uose, vo]. ii., p. iaa. 
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No man was ever less exacting for himself ; and he 
was at all times ready to abandon any claims of his 
own to those of his friends — happy if, by so doing, he 
could satisfy and remove discontent on the part of 
others. To a dear personal friend, and one of the 
most unreasonable of those who considered themselves 
aggrieved by not being included in the new arrange- 
ments, ho thus writes: 'The very few words you 

* uttered to me te-niglit have hurt me beyond expres- 

* sion ; not only as they showed the mortification you 
' suffer, which can never happen without pain to me, 

* but as they conveyed something like reproach for my 

* neglect of you. What could I do? ... I stated my 
' wishes to Fox. ... I am, for myself, the worst soli- 
' eitor in the world ; and perhaps the same feeling 

* may make me not so good an advocate as I ought to 

* be for my friends. But could I do more than suggest 
' the arnxDgement which would be most gratifying to 

* me, and leave it to him (Fox), to take the necessary 
' steps, or rather such steps as he could take, for that 

* puipose ?' 

Again he says, * Indeed, the subject which appears 

* to hurt your feelings so mucii, is not less painful to 

* mine ... I cannot ask for the -. Fox has 

' heard me say enough to be out of all doubt as to my 

* wishes. Upon this I shall not say another word, for 

* I cannot be pressing for myself. With this feeling I 

* play at a very micqual game, for I do not meet 
' with the same forbeamnee in others, particularly in 
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'some of my new colleagues,' And in real bitter- 
ness of spirit at gacli repeated and unjust accusa- 
tions of neglecting his friends, he writes at another 
' time : * I have not had a moment's happiness since 
'this cursed arrangement Iwgao; and I am now 
'goiug to have another sleepless night. I wish to 
'God I could satisfy all discontents by resigning my 
' own office/ 

I must take this opportunit)^ of protestiog against 

theijross injustice which has, since 1830, been done to 

m father on this question of patronage ; for I may 

brlessly assert that, of all the unjust accusations that 

We ever been made against a public man, there is 

floae that is more unjust, or more unfonnded, than that 

^hich it has been sought to fix upon him, of nepotism 

'Ji the distribution of his patronage, when Minister 

from 1830 to 1834. Aiid I have sometimes doubted 

^vliethcr we have been right In treating this charge 

^^ idi the silent contempt with which it has ever been 

•**et^ when repeated, as it has been, ad nauseam, by 

"^"^Igar opponents in speeches and newspaper articles. 

^^veral relatives no doubt held oflSce in his administm- 

^•i^^ti^ but they were all, with scarcely an exception, 

*^ Close who had already achieved for themselves a posi- 

*-*on in the Whig ranks that would not have allowed 

^^em to be pai?sed over, totally irrespective of their 

L^^^Uuection with my father, in any Liberal Government 

^"tiat was formed. Without going into details, thougli 

t-Uis would be easy, mv short answer, then, to the 
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charge of nepotism is, that to no one of his own family 
did he give either pension or place, as a means of pro- 
viding for them, during his tenure of office. Coram is- 
sionerships of Customs and Excise, and of Greenwich 
Hospital and other places, which have usually l3eca: 
considered by Ministers, both before and after his time, 
as fair appointments for sons or ncphowsj &:c., fell to hig 
disposal; but he invariably gave them to those who 
had the strongest elaimg upon the Party — and this 
with seven younger sons of his own, all indifferently 
provided for, not oiib of whom, benefited in the rmnotest 
degree by his being for four years at the hmd of ih^ 
Govemmeni, As he himself says, in the letter quoted 
above, no one was ever so little pressing for himself. 
And yet this is the man who is to go down to posterity 
with tlie charge of nepotism affixed to his name !• 



* Since the above was writtes, I hare read the QrenriJle Correspond- 
enoe, published by the Duke of Buokingham, and the Diaries, &c. of 
Mr, Q. Rose, edited by Mr, Vernon Haroonrt. Who that haa read tha 
former, baa not turned with somethiDg approaching disgust from U19 
pertinacious advancement of personal pretensions j the querulous com- 
pkinta for claima diBregarded ; the demand for places and pensions or 
tlio reversion of ainecure offices ; the eagerness, in short, with whjdi m 
' provision' from the public purse was sought by those who figure in 
this oorreapondencJB, for tbemBelvee or friends J Even Mr. Pitt, wtiofls' 
diainterestednesa (against which I do not wish to say a word) it hn» 
been the fiwhion to exalt at the eipenae of my father, made it his dying 
I'eqtiest, according to Mr. Rose, that penaiona of from £1200 U> £1500 '| 
A year should be gi-anted to each of hia three nieces, daiighters of Lortl 
Stanhope, and of £1000 a year to each of his two nephews J Mr. Pitt 
rpoeived, I believe, the sflkries both of the Firat Lord of the Treasury 
and Ohancellor of the Exchequer^ — besides being Warden of the Cinque 
Ports— a toUl of from £13,000 to £15,000 a year. My father had the 
^wkry of Firat LoiHlof tho Treaisury alone, which it was one of th& 6rBt 
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measures of the Grenville Administmtion are 
_4Batter8 of history, into which 1 do not wisU to enter 
ber than as my father was personal iy eoneenied in 
Aeni. And while he was at the Iicad of Uic Ad- 
mimlhr, the duties of the office being too heavy to 
admit of his taking mnch part in the general business 
of Government, his name seldom appears in the de- 
ttttes of the House of Comnioua, where, indeed, big 
Btteailance during this time yms very uncertain. 

Of hm adtninistration of the Adintmlty I may con- 
lently uilirmj that at no time was more energy dis- 
played in preparing the means for defeating the mari- 
time enterprises of France ; never were those means 
more judiciously applied ; and never was the success 
^hjch resulted from them more signal or decided. 

Bat he was only too soon called to a more proini- 
Qcnt [Ktsition in the party antl Government. Towards 
liiemiiJdle of June Mr. Fox's health had become such 
« !*► excite the alarm of his friends ; and some time 
bc'foiv the concliLsion of the session he Imd ))een forced 
to tibcontinue his attentiance in the House of Commons, 
It soon became apparent that there was only too much 
reaaon to apprehend a fatal result to his ilbiess. Still 
It woH not till towards the midtUe of August that all 
^'>pe uf his ultimate recovery was abandoned. On 
lilt 2ml of that month my &,ther wrote to Mr. Wliit- 
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*cii of Ilia foremmaat to reduce front £(1000 to Jt'SOTK) a year : nor will 
'** •'-'4 b« ftnuid id hi» most pnvsUc correspjudence, from fimt to 
U«a or tlenuuid for place, pension, or any jiulilio 'proriaion 
•^•tMT^^ eUMV for buniiolf or ttiiy of hia friendu or relfttioiii>. 
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bread : * I am happy to say that the good appearance 
' and good spirits of Fox to-day, but still more the 

* good symptoms, have given me a little gleam of hope.' 
This glimmering of hope, however, soon faded away ; 
the disease made steady progress, and on the 8tli of 
September my father again writes : * I myself called 

* at Chiswick, and if Esculapius himself were to assure 

* me there was the slightest chance of poor Fox's reco- 

* very, I should not believe him. I had not seen him 

* before since he was last tapped, and I was shocked 

* at the change since that time. If ever I saw the 
' marks of death in a man's conntenance, they were 

* legible in his, and my own belief is that he has not a 
' fortnight to live/ 

The end was even nearer than he anticipated. The 
next day he again writes: * Poor Fox is going more 
' rapidly than I expected, A sudden failure of strength 

* took place yesterday, about eleven, and he was only 

* supported through the day by strong cordials and 

* brandy. The account is a little better this morning, 
' but I should not be surprised if he is dead when this 

* reaches yon.' From this to the 13 th he merely lin* 
gered on without a ray of hope. On that day my 
father's last communication from CMswick aanounees 
that he was * at the last extremity,* and before it 
closed this illustrious statesman had breathed his last 

Attached as my father had been to Mr. Fox for 
twenty years, and that with a depth of devotion whifh 
the endearing qualities of that greot man and his trans- 
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out talents were so Tvell calculated to inspire — hj 
Done was hk losg more keenlj felt or more bitterly 
deplored. Ho hml lost not only the political chief 
by whom, from Ms first entrance into public life, he 
had been distinguished above all others, and by ivhose 
prec(?pts and example he had beea confirmed in his 
attachment to constitutional liberty, and to principles 
based u^jon a benevolent and comprehensive philan- 
thmpT ; but the friend between whom and himself there 
existed an afl'ection, which mutual generosity of feeling 
awi abnegation of self could not fail to engender. In 
troth, these two great statesmen (surely I am justified 
ia so qualifying my father) had been united in a 
cter, more intimate^ and more enduring friendship, 
flian is often found to smooth the path of public life. 
Their whole correspondence breathes the spirit of two 
noble, generous, and unselfish natures, whose only 
aspirations were for the good of their common country. 
To the last hours of his owm life my father clung with 
"laakted affection to the memory of his early political 
^ideand friend ; and in his latter years it was a source 
t*r self-congratulation with him to reflect, that through- 
^*ftl his connection with Mr. Fox there had never been 
^e slightest approach to difference between them, that 
hi^ had stood by him through evU report and good 
^port, when some of his earliest friends for a time fell 
from him, and tliat he had deserved the reciprocity of 
wifideiice and affection with which his constant devo- 
^on had been rewarded. 
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My &tlier has recorded his feelings of love and ad- 
miration for Mr. Fox in an inscription nnder his bnst 
at Woolbeding in Snssex, at that time the seat of Lord 
Robert Spencer, and a great resort daring the intervals 
of Parliamentary business for the chief members of the 
Whig party. In 1822 he also had an intention, why 
abandoned I know not, of further recording his affec- 
tion for the memory of Mr. Fox by a similar inscrip- 
tion under his bust at Howick. He wrote one for the 
purpose, which, after some slight verbal amendments 
by Mr. Tate of Richmond School in Yorkshire, stood 
ultimately as follows : — 

Carolus Jacobus Fox 
Vir 
(Si quis alius) 
MoribuB simplex, pnestaus iogeuio, ractd tenax, 
Amicus, jucundus, comis, benignus. 
Utilitatis uegligens privataa — 
PublicsB studiosissimus. 
Ob Eloquentiam vi, fulgore, abundantii 
Nee minus, festivitate et venustate excellentem. 
Inter celeberrimos oratores — 
Ob Fidem, Benevolentiam, Probitatem, Constantiam, 
Inter Optimos Cives, numerandus, 
Et dignus quem homines Universi amarent 
Ut humanarum injuriarum presentem vindioem. 
Immortali Viro, 
Carolus C!omes Grey 
Per viginti annos 
Sanctissimft cum eo amiciti& conjunctus, 
Ejusque preceptis, exemplo, auctoritate. 
Ad Instituta Majorum 
Et Civium jura tuenda, instruotus 

Hoc pro se, 

Quod sui omnes diu contemplentur, 

Pietatis et Desiderii 

Monumentum 
Ex animo dedioat. 
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the death of Mr. Fox my father lost no time in 
fjaying the last mournful tribute of affection to his 
memory J by armu^iug with his other friends, and with 
*he consent of bis nephew, Lord HoUaud, for his funeral 
in Westminster Abbey* 

My father now stood in Mr, Fox's place as leader 
<^f the WMg section of the GJovemraent* and it fell 
iipoii him to discuss with Lord Grenville the new 
arrangements rendered necessary by the untimely 
<ieatb of that great man. 
He proposed three plans:— 
1st. To take the Foreign Office himself, with the 
lead of the House of Commoas, Mr. Thomas Grenville 
saceeeding him at the Admiralty, and Lord Holland 
being appointed Privy BeaL 

2nd. To remain himself at the Admiralty, Lord 
Holland succeeding his uncle as Foreign Secretary, 

And, 3rdly. To go out of office altogether himself, or 
to go np to the House of Lords either as President of 
Ihu Council or Privy Seal, Mr. Greorgc Ponsonby (then 
Irish Ciiaucellor) taking the lead of the House of Com- 
Qums and tlie Home Department, Lord Holland the 
Foreign Seals, and Lord Spencer the Admiralty. 

The only condition on which he thought it was due 
U> Mr. Fox's friends that he should insist as a sine qua 
on, was tlmt either Lord Holland or himself should 
ococcd lo the Foreign Office. 
The Prince of Wales was at this time an avowed 
(ttrtUsao of Mr. Fox's ; and I must here insert two 

I 2 
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letters written by him to my fother, when he first 
heard of the loss which the Whigs had sustained in the 
death of their great leader, and of the arrangements 
which were in contemplation for the reconstruction of the 
Ministry, These had been immediately commnnicated 
to him by my father ; and I insert his answers, both 
because they show how completely at this time the 
Prince identified himself with the Whig party (a 
curious fact to note, considering the relations in which 
he afterwards placed himself, both as Regent and 
King, towards that party), and because the tone of the 
letters must set at rest many idle stories that have 
been related of an estrangement of long standing, and 
of ite causes, between His Royal Highness and ray 
father. 

* Kuowaley, Sept, 18, 1806. 

* My dear Gret, 

* I am hardly in a state to write at all, much 

* less to answer your very friendly letter. As to my 
' feelings it would be superfluous to say anything, as 
Hhey exceed all belief, and all power of description, 
' I consider the loss we have sustained as incalculable 

* to the country, and irreparable to all his friends, and 

* to myself in particular. Having, from the earliest 
'period of my life, when I first entered a political 

* career, looked up to no one but to Fox ; having been 

* constantly and invariably attached to him and to his 

* principles ; having trodden that path which he marked 
' out for me ; and having been guided through it by the 



LORD CiREY. 



117 



'supi>ort of his band; I do candidly acknowledge to 

'you, that the difference is so prodigioos, the loss so 

'immeuse, that my thoughts are quite bewildered, and 

*tliat as yet I have not been able to collect my ideas 

*So as to bring them to any one point. 

* As to Lord Grenyille, for whom I entertain the 
*F'ery highest personal regard and friendship, I felt 
'<^viite confident that you would find him everything 
'ttiot could be wished or expected from a strictly 
*t»^3iioaniblc and great-minded man ; which opinion I 
'ta^ve long entertained of hiih, and which induced me 

s^D anxiously to wish to bring him and our de- 
*i:*«wted and for-ever-to-be-laraented friend together, 
^^3d to frame and consolidate that union in which 1 
^ llerwanls so fortunately succeeded. But as to our^ 
Solves, my friend, the old and steady adherents and 

*^^^ends of Fox, wc liave but one line to pursue, one 
^^^urftc U) iiteer— to stick together, to remain united, 
^^aid to prove by our conduct, in our steady and un* 
l^tmken adherence to those priuciples which we imbilxsd 

'^*x)iu Fox, when living, that now, though alas I he is 

^*^o wore ! that wo were not merely nominally his 
^Viends, but that we are not unworthy of him, and that 
^i*j memory will for ever live in our hearts. In say- 
ing this, all I mean to convey is, what my sentiments 
^UQ as to the line which it behoves us to trace, and 

- ^^htiractcdlfj uttaclies to u^, as the old^ Jirm, and unU 
^4/rm adherrtUs of Fox. 

* As to my opinions, if I can form any at the present 
imnnent, and to which 1 profess myself perfectly 
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* unequal, it does appear to me that eTerythiog ouglit 

* to be done which caii be done, for every possible 

* reason, to convince and to Bubstantiate to our own 

* nation, as well as to foreign powers, that such is the 
' respect, such the regard, that the present Ministers 

* not only i'eel individually as men, but collectively as 
'a Government, for the memory of our dear departed 
'ftiend, and such' the estimation in which they hold his 

* principles, and the reverence with which they view 

* the great and enlightened system which he had pre* 
' pared, and was so indcfatigably pursuing ; and which 
' no one was able to frame but himself; and which there 

* is no doubt he would have successfally brought to the 
'desired point; that tliey are resolutely resolved, 

* steadily and firmly to adhere to, and to follow up 

* those ideas, those views, those plans, which were laid 
' down by his masterly hand, and which line will be 
' attended > I have no doubt, with the happiest conse- 

* quences, as it will infallibly be the means of esta- 

* Wishing confidence at home, as well as all over the 

* Continent, 

* The simplest and most natural mode, it does, I 

* confess to you, appear to me of effecting this in the 

* first instance (subject always to better and wiser 

* opinions than mine, and subject also to any subsequent 
'arrangements that it might be thought necessary 

* or advisable to make) would be, without any delay, 
*not to make any change whatever just at the present 
•moment, but to put the seals for the Foreign Depart- 

* ment into the hands of Holland. You know HoUand 
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* too well to make it necessaij to say one word about 
* liijn ; but as far as I cau allow or induce myself to 

* view anything that tends to business under our 

• present most distressing situation, this is what appears 

* to mo to be the most correct, as well as desirable 

* measure, and it cannot but be attended with universal 

* satisiactiou, and peculiarly so to all Fox's old friends, 

* a.i]€), though last, most singularly grateful to myself. 
* With respect to what you so delicately state to me, 

i3Qy dear Grey, concerning youi'self, as you know me 

tAj detest all flattery, and all prolixity of expression, I 

^mll merely say, that the regard and admiration with 

"^^hich I have viewed your talents, and the friendship 

'Vrhich has always subsisted between us, decide my 

«»pinioii upon the propriety and wisdom of those duties 

^^hich rested upon that great and fo^-€vc^to•be- 

Xaiinented man, devolving upon you* It remains only 

Mor me to assure you how truly happy I shall be, and 

*^liat comfort it will afford me, to communicate iu the 

fullest confidence with you, and by every means in 

my power, to aid and strengthen the views and wishes 

of tlic Government. 

* I am, ever, 

* Very affectionately yonrs, 
•(Signed) Geobqb P,' 



!y fother having told the Prince the pkn which 
been proposed for reorganising the ilinLstry^— the 
llfficulties which interposed— and having alluded to 
the possible alternative of having to declare to the 
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King that they were unable to form an Administration 
capable of meeting the present crisis, Ms Royal 
Highness wrote in answer, as follows :— 



* Private and Secbet. 



'Mt peah Gkby, 



' Doucftster, Sept. 22, ia06. 



* ALTHouon it is now past three in the morning, 
' and that I am quite knocked up with the long journey 
' of this day, I cannot delay writing a few lines in 

* answer to both your letters, the one of which I ro- 
'ceived at Knowsley this morning previous to my 
'departure, and the other which I have this instant 
'found on my arrival here. I think myself peculiarly 

* fortunate that the cureory view I took in my letter to 
^ yon of our present situation coincides so entirely with 

* your opinions ; but I must candidly and most canjideti- 

* tlally acknowledge to you, that it grieves me much 
' that any of Fox's old friends should, of themselves, 

* think of retiring from their situations at a moment 

* like the present : as there never was a moment, in my 

* poor opinion, that could so imperiously call upon tlieni 

* to remain in office, were it only by eveiy exertion, on 

* their part, to further and bring to bear, as far as lay 

* in their power, that general system, but more espe- 

* cially that system upon the Continent, which the great 

* and powerful mind of our poor friend would soon have 

* effected. I think it is a duty they owe his memory^ 

* and a duty they owe to this country, as well as to 

* Europe. For God's sake talk not to me of such an 
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alternative as you mentioned in the letter wliich I re- 

'ceived from you this morning. I really conceive H 

'would be ruinous in every point that I can view it ; 

'raiooQS to the country in the iirst instance, and ruinous 

* to jour own reputations in the second ; and I am cer- 

*laiD, were he alive, it would be what he would deprecate 

'more tlian anything else ; and last of all it would be 

*cflQsi(Jered as a miserable copy of the grounds which 

'ikkst despicable and odious Administration took, 

' upoii the death of Pitt, for sending in their resignations. 

'Jfy dear friend, this is a sti'ange world we live in, 

'and nothing can be done in it without a little temper 

'and a little policy* We must do the best we can, and 

'because we cannot have everything our own way, we 

'must not^ therefore, instantly throw up the whole 

*game, and by that means become the tool of others. 

'Tbis would not be consistent with what we owe to our 

*ow^ cbaractcrs ; to the langnage we have held ; to the 

*ljtie we have publicly pursued ; and, last of all, to what 

'»e ought never to lose sight of, — the precepts we have 

'learnt from Fox, and what I am confident, were he now 

'aWe to advise, would be his wishes. At die same time 

'•^t I say this, I desire, my good friend, that you will 

'clearly understand me— that I by no means mean that 

^^ should relax in any one instance, to carry such 

Nats as may be necessary to the completion of those 

S'^t views, nor in any effort that may tend towai-ds 

^p accomplishment of them : though there may be 

'J^^icultiea and dehtvs. still we must not be dls- 
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* heartened, but boldly meet them, and, if it should be 
'necessary, reasonably to sul)mit to them. I should 
' hope that when you mentioned such an alternatiTe to 

* me, you were influenced by the distress under which 

* we were both suffering, and which may mislead the 

* very best judgment. Besides what I have already 

* said, reflect one instant how fatal it would be to me^ 

* in this peculiarly delicate and awful moment, to be 
' left in such a situation by all my friends, exposed to 

* the accumulation of distress both public and private. 

* I need not, I am sure, my dear Grey, say more to yon 

* than this — only to call upon yon to rouse all the 
'energies of your mind — but, proudly and with cool 
'judgment, let us meet whatever may arise, thereby 

* performing, to our best, our duties to the countiy, as 

* well as those which we owe to the memory of our 
' departed friend. 

* I really am so fatigued that I cannot answer for 
*any inaccuracies you may find in this letter ; but I will 

* an8ii^s7' for my finn and steady adherence to these prm- 

* ciples and opinions, 

* I am^ ever, my dear Grey, 

' Most truly yours, 
' (Signed) George P.' 



It will be seen from the above letters that the Prince i 
wished Lord Holland to succeed his uncle in the 
Foreign OflQce ; and Mr. Pox himself, in the only con- 
versation iu which he seems to have alluded to the 



armngeinents to he made at his own death, expressed 
a similar desire to Lord Lauderdale, My father also 
stated in writing to Lord Greaville that of the three 
plans he liad proposed he thought the second (that, 
namclr, which would simply transfer the seals of the 
ForeigD Office to Lord Holland) * would be the moat ac- 
^oeptable to Fox's friends,' adding that ' the last (that 
'which involved his own retirement, or removal at 
*/east^ to the House of Lords), whatever surprise it 
'ttiight at first create^ would ultimately prove the 
'most advantageous.' He then proceeds, with that 
a^tmegation of self which invariably marked his con- 
duct in such matters: 'As far as T am myself eon- 

* oemed, I am equally ready to accede to any one of 

* tlae three* if no other arrangement should suggest 

* itself to you. My wish is to make all personal con- 

* ^i<ierations subservient to the general interests of the 
<3overnment ; but I could not give yon any useful 

^^pport if I should appear to Fox's friends to have con- 

■^^tited to too great a sacrifice of their influence; and 

-^ leel it to be absolutely indispensable in any armnge- 

**^^nt which may be made, that the Seals of the Foreign 

^" apartment should be held either by Lord Holland 

^^^^ myself. I must at the same time declai'e, with 

^t^e most perfect sincerity, that I would^ on all 

^^<:!«ounts, infinitely prefer seeing them in his hands to 

•^^Iding them myself/ 

*trhe great objection to the second plan was the dif- 



*i^«^ 




\ilty which my father might find in adding the busi- 
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ncss of the House of Commons to the very heavy detail 
duties of the Admiralty ; and that it also required a 
greater re-armngement of offices, entailing uiwn others 
what tliey might consider as personal sicrificos. And 
such, though ever ready to make them himself, he 
says he should be * unwilliog to urge with unreason- 

* able importunity upon any one else,' 

The advantage of the third plan was that it would 
be a final settlement ; and that on the death of his 
father, and his own consequent removal to the House 
of Lords (an event, as it seemed, in all probability not 
far distant), no new arrangement would be necessary, 
*I foresee,' he writes to Lord Grcnville of this 
plan—* that it will startle you ; but upon the whole I 
' believe it to be the best. Sacrifices must be made by 

* somebody, and those which I have offered will be made 
' with the most sincere satisfaction, George Ponsonby, 
' 1 am persuaded, will prove, if not at firsts after a 

* short time, the most effective Leader of the House of 

* Commons \ and, according to this arrangement, no 

* farther changes would be necessary/ 

The first of the three plans proposed, waa, as might 
be expected, that which was decided upon by Lord 
Grenville, and finally carried into effect. Indeed, he 
(Lord Grenville) had never cont-emplated any plan as 
possible, in the existing state of the House of Com- 
mons, which did not give the lead in that assembly to 
my father, and seems to have looked forwartl to his 
probably early removal to the House of Ijords, as 
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likely to Inrolvc the breaking up of tbc Adminis- 
tration. 

The political connection between my fatlier and 
Lord Qreuville which was thus commenced in 1806, 
ctHitiiJued without intciTuption, and in a spirit of mu- 
tual confidence and respect worthy of such high-minded 
slatesmen, till 1815, In that year the difl'erent view 
taken by tlicm of the policy which it became England 
to adopt on the return of Napoleon from Elba, followed 
IB 1816 and 1817 by more important diflx^rences on 
tie anbject of our domesiic policy (and which will be 
wore particularly noticed in their place), led to a final 
political separation: withoutt however, impairing those 
Dintual sentiments of attachment and respect, resulting 
' fit>in their long union, and the knowledge each had ac- 
'luired of the character and high principle of the other. 
Xjyftl Grenvillc's oorrespondenee proves, not only 
\^^ iju[>ortanoe he attached during this period to 
[ttio continuance of my father in the House of Com- 
mons, bttt that his own connection with the Whig 
*u.riy, through many years of opposition, waa main- 
entirely by the confidence he felt he could 
in him, * I had great confidence,' Lord Gren- 
Je writes, after the dipmissal of the minLstry, and in 
ting, in November 1807, of the prospects of the 
sition in which tliey were then embarked : ' I 
[Imd great e<>nfideucc in Lord lIowick*3 principles; 
"temper, and management. But Lord How ick being 
i ' (be had tlien been removed to the House of 
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Lords by the death of his father), * I have no conec|v 

* tion that the opposition in the House of Commons can, 
' by any other pei'son whatever, be kept within many de- 

* grees of those limits which I should prescribe myself/" 

On tlie other hand, my father s*iys, in speaking of 
Lord Grenville's own conduct duriag the discussions 
consequent upon Mr. Fox's death, and in language 
equally applicable to the whole period of their political 
connection : * Everything he has done, and every view 

* he has taken of this melancholy subject, has been 

* entirely in that fair and liberal spirit in which the 

* union between him and Mr. Fox was originally 

* formed. Nothing indeed could have been in every 

* respect more cordial and more open than the whole 
*of his conduct.' 

To my father himself the re-arrangement of the 
ministry had not been without a repetition of the an- 
noyances to which he had been subjected on its first 
formation ; and he now writes to the same friend of 
whose conduct he had had to complain on the former 
occasion, that they ' would at once have decided him 

* to give the whole thing np, if he had thought he could 
*do so with honour, or without giving jjoor Fox's 

* friends, a right to complain of him.' 

When my father succeeded to the Foreign Office, 

* Mr. Wm, Frcmantle also, in writing to Lord Buckingham, st^eftka 
of ' Lord Ho wick *a losa m the Hotise of Commons as irreparable— per- 
''f&ctly so, as long as the connection emt^i between your friends ftnd. 

* him, and I am sure you will see with me tbat nothing can Uk» 
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first, incapalile of attending to any business. *ne 
*lia8, from the licginninf^ of his illne&s,' my father 

(writes to Mr. Whitbread shortly before its fatal termi- 
aation, * banished from his mind all subjects which 
*give him any uneasiness* He never inquires, and 
^gencmlly changes the subject if you attempt to talk 
'to him on the conduct of the war or the progress of 
*thc negotiation. The whole of the latter has indeed 
*heeii carried on in his name without his reading the 
•papers which he has signed.* 
Hi<opiaion, however, was well known to his friends ; 
ami in raentioning his belief that Mr. Fox had * never 

* read the instructions to Lord Lauderdale, though he 

* signed them/ my father adds: * But I can answer for 

Bi Clieir being iu strict conformity with his opinion/ 
I may here quote a letter which my father wrote to 
*C*, Whitbread in July 1808, in which he again 
*«i verts to this attempt to fix ui^on those who succeeded 
^Tjw, Fox in the conduct of affairs, and particularly 
*tJOii himself as his successor in the Foreign Office, 
^^^y blame that might attach to the rupture of this 
ogotiuiion. *I have always/ he says, * thought it a 
lillle hard, Uiat a sort of distinction shoidd be made 
«[Kin the question of peace l>etween the other members 
of the Administration, and particularly between 
iH and Fox, You may be assured that there 
^as not a single point insisted njion in the late nego- 
" tiation, which he did not think tnaterial to be insisted 
* <ni. Above all, the acknnwlcilgnient on the part of 
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* the Frencli of the principle on whieb we had beoii 
' invited to treat This he thought the more essential, 
' as he had trusted to their good feith in the sort of 

* irregular commanication we had received -, that it 

* waa quite intolerable, and destroyed all hope of a 

* flucccasful iaBoe, after having drawn us into a nego- 

* tiatiou upon a stated ground, afterwards to receilo 
' from it; and that they mii3t be brought back to it. 

* or the negotiation must cease. It was on this point 

* that the last letter he ever wrote was written ; and 

* though ashxs malady increased, his attention to these 

* mattera lessened, I can most confidently affirm that 

* there was nothing done that had not his approbation/ 

Our contemporary historians have generally ap- 
proved of the course pursued by the Government with 
respect to these negotiations. But their conduct of 
the war has been as fiercely assailed. The failure of 
the expedition to Constantino[)le under Sir John 
Duckworth, the fruitlcsa result of that sent from Sicily 
to Eg5'pt, and the disastrous termination of that to 
South America, have been constantly and more ps^r- 
ticularly dwelt upon, as proofe of the want of judgment 
or capacity on tho part of Ministers, both in planning 
and conducting military enterprises. The narrative 
of these events belongs properly to history; and as 
the War Department, and the conduct of the war, 
was not under my father's direction, and he had oniv 
the limited responsiliility which attaches to every 
mem Iter of a Cvabinct by which a [>articular c^jurso is 
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ftdcptetl, any lengthened notice of them lioro would be 
(icxt ot place, I may remark, however^ thut the jndg- 
rrt^€2nt whk'h haa been jwisscd upon the Whig Ministers 
h>r these expeditions seems most uudeaerved ; at all 
ft-^B'^nts as wgards thos^ to Constantinople and South 
Ajnerica. Of the former, even that high Tory historian, 
Six A. Alison, admits it to have been well conceived* and 
only to have failed throngh the incapacity of Sir John 
I>Bckworth, and his positive disobtnlience of orders. 

Bat the failure of this expedition^ although owing 
to causes over which they had bo control, was yet a 
scmipo of deep mortificAttoii to the Government which 
iMni planned it, but which had left office before the 
•HBoe was known. My father in writing on the 2nd of 
Way to Mr. Adair, at that time our Minister at 
Vieiiim, Uius expreases his feelings on the occasions 
*Tbe business of Constantinople has mortified me 
m beyond all description. I had thought the arrival of 
*^ powerful a fleet must have been decisive, nor do 
I lliink it could have failed of its eifect, if bo much 
time had not been so unaccountably lost in negotia- 
tion. A prompt compliance with our demands, or ira* 
[lediate hostilities, should have been the alternative, 
if tins had been acted upon, in the state of 
preparation in which the Turkish capital appears to 
* have l>een on the first appearance of our fleet, it 
to rao nearly certain that the business would 
dve iMjeu completely done. I have not seen 3if 
,* 'iMUa Diu^kwDrtliV de^sfmk'hcs, and ilo not know how 

k2 
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he will justify his conduct ; bat his iogtriictions were 
precisely in the spirit in which I have been writing, 
and it will require some strong facts to excuse him 
for having departed from them. Of course it will be 
the object of the partizans of the present Ministers 
to throw the blame on us, and their newspapei-s are 
teeming w i th attacks of this nature. The chief charge 
is our not having sent troops; as if any number we 
could have sent would have been of any use in such 
a sitnation, either to attack Constantinople, or to 
hold the castles of the Dardanelles, which might have 
been immediately wrested from them, if they could 
have gained possession of them, by the immense 
military population of those countries. But the 
great object was expedition. The delay of a pre- 
paration to carry any considerable land force, and 
the embarrassment which it would have occasioned 
to the fleets were, in this view, to be avoided. If 
we had done this, time wonld have been given to 
make an effectual preparation against our passage, 
which any number of troops that we coald spare 
would afterwards have been unable to assist in forcing. 
But nothing of this kind was required, or even 
hinted at, by Arbulhnott.* All he desired was, a 
strong squadron, as sure of its effect This j>assed, 
as we had been encouraged to believe, without muth 
difficulty or material loss ; and if it afterwards failed 
from uncertainty and indecision, the fault is not ouiu' 
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Sir John Duckworth's own despatclies show that 
lie prompt and decided opei-atious which were ie- 
lended by the Government, were in the power of the 
British fleet in the first instance, and that the oppor- 
tunity was only lost by his own indecision and hesita- 
tion. He states in his official desimtch, that for a few 
lioure on Sunday (i. e., the day after his arrival) 
the wind was favourable for carrying the 8f|uadron 
under the walls of the Seraglio, And that entire 
success would have followed such prompt action on his 
^part (which would indeed have been only in accord- 
ice with his instructions), we have the indisputable 
wvidenee of General Sebastian!, the French ambassador 
fhon at the Porte. 

On the 4th of March, Sebastian i writes to the Due de 
*^^ase, then commanding in the Illyrian provinces: 
i€on G^n^ral, nous avons amuse les Anglais avec des 
i4gi>ciations pendant tout le temps qui a ete neces- 
lire pour raettre cctte <^pitale en etat dc defense ; 
'ttfiis des que les ouvrages ont &tk termines, la Porte 
signifie h ramiral Duckworth qu'elle ne pouvait 
icr k aucnne dc sea deraandes/ . , . ' Nous avons 
*?ouTO ici des dangers. Si ramiral Anglais le lende- 
ctiain^ on le sur-lendemain de son arrivee, avait tenlo 
^'entree du Port, nous ne pouvions lui opposer aucnne 
et sa r^usaite ^tait complete. Nous 
tttrions m;a notre logement aux sept tours/ 
If ?^elmstiani had reason to rejoice at an unexjK'cted 
^««:5n>c from the Seven Towers, Sir John Duckworth had 
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no ]em reiison to congratulate himself on an escape 
from the Court Martial which surely awaited him (as I 
have often heard ray father declare) had the Wliig 
Ministry remained in office. 

Of the expedition to South America, it is well 
known, that it was undertaken without orders from, 
or evon the kiK)wledge of, the Gk)yemraent at home ; 
that the support given to it in the first instance, when 
the news of the opening snecesses reached England, 
was in fact forced upon the Ministers; and that they 
marked their disapprobation of the enterprise, by 
bringing Sir Home Popham, the chief author of it, to 
a Court Martial for having acted without instraetions. 

But on the subject of the last-named exiiedition, as 
well as upon that of distant operations generally, we 
have my father's opinion on recoi-d, in a minute drawn 
up by him at the time, and docketed as ' objections 
' intended to have been submitted to the King, if the 

* plan for more extended oj^erations in South America 
' had been persevered in.' 

In that paper, after expressing his concurrence in 
the opinion that it was expedient to send out * a general 

* officer of higher rank to take the command of the 
' troops in the River Plata/ with instructions, sfaoald 
Buenos Ayre* have been retaken before his arrival, 
to keep possession of it till he can receive further in- 
stnictions from home—and, in the meantime, to collect 
and transmit all the information he can as to the state 
and disposition of the country — he thus proceeds:— 
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' Here, I am afraid, tuy coiicun'ctice in the pro^i^jwil 

amiiikiuret^ euda, I liavc been from tlie bcgimiiug 

^Mlverae to distant e:xpediiions for the jiiirpose of ex- 

•-^mdiDg our colouial possessions, llicy are aeces* 

^sarily attended with a turther tlivision of our force, 

s.mud with a diminution of our means of acting in 

Jtiiurope, Whilst we are acquiring colonics, the 

ncaiy is subjugating the Continent ; and though T 

by no means dIsfK>sed to mise doubts of our 

sk^bility to maintain tlie content in this manner^ I can- 

siot help fearijig the cfl'ect of any system which might 

^•oable the Fa»nch, either completely to suMuc the 

^vnittiuiiig Towers of the Coutintiit,or to engage them 

:in opiniun againnt this country. 1 Ijclievc a chief 

«aase of our failure in the last wai* to have arisen from 

tUie want of a suHicicnt union amongst the mcmtxTB of 

the Con feile racy against France; and we shall be 

ag^ ij] danger of incurring the i^ime evil, if, whilst 

^m allies are eallijig upon us for assistance, we 

%lia]l ap})ear to be pursuing scpamte objects of oui* 

«wm 

' In Europe the most formidable danger exists. It 
is there that every effort should be made to stop the 
Career of the enemy. Our intere^ and our reputa- 
tion atti equally at stake. Our alliea have a right to 
look to us for support, and our lionour requires that 
We should not appear to be wanting to the common 

• With a view, thcn.ilV>iv, to a continuance of the 
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' war on the Continent, I am strongly of opinion that 

* wc should immediately collect and prepare for em- 

* barkatiou the largest possible British force that can 

* be made applicable to such a service. The point to 
' which this should ultimately be directed I cannot 

* pretend now to indicate ; either in the north of Ger- 

* many, or the coast of Holknd, or on that of France 

* itself. Engaged aa the French armies now are at an 

* immense distance from their own frontier, there must, 
' I think, if the war continues, arise opportunities of 

* acting for wliich we ought to be prepared, either to 

* assist Russia as a diversion, or to encourage Austria 
' and Sweden to take an active part in the contest. , * . 

* No time should, in my opinion, be lost in concerting 

* the means for such an operation.** 

In a defensive point of view also my father thought 
that as large a force as possible should be kept in rea- 
diness at home, and tbat all further diminution of that 
force by 'distant expeditions' should be avoided. 

* lliese opinions,' he proceeds, * would undoubtedly 

* have compelled me to object to an original expedi- 

* tion for the purpose of makmg conquests in South 



* Mr. AU&on is loud in his oeusure of ibe Whig Ministry for not 
hftving assisted BuaaiA heTote the b«tUe of Fnedland. 8ut as Lord 
Ofuiivi lie's Admiutstntion waa dismies^d tvnj moistha before the navi- 
giitioa of the Bajtic waa oi>eo^ be ought, in &irneii8, to attribute the 
blMiw of Uua inaoUviiy to the voooeeding {JoTemment. Thej found m 
oonaldenUe bodj of tnx^ oollooted mt Cork on thdr accession to 
offiea^ bal mot^ la evidentlj appe«ra ^m tbd Above Pbper, iutended, »» 
Sir William Na{ii«r mwtrtngjt; imiauAtea, for * QmxoUc enitriiisns * in 
South Amerio*, 
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..inerica. Such an expedition being untlertakeii, 
' <:-fcough without the authority of Government^ obliged 
' ^^M^s to support it, and I further acciuicsced, though 
^^^ erj reluctantly, in the expedition under General 
-raniurd, which was proposed as a consequence of 
at which had succeeded against Buenos Ayrcs, and 
* ^1 *^ith a view to securing the full advantage by a posi- 
fc^^on on the opposite coast, which might be derived 
^^£"^10 that conquest. In the same manner we must, 
-■^ :f Buenos Ayres should already Jiave been retaken, 
^*»fter a full view of all the circumstances neces* 
^*arjr for our information, decide upon the expe- 
^3iency of retaiaing it. But if no attempt should 
tiave been made previous to the arrival of the officer 
proposed to be sent out, it becomes in some degree 
^n original question, and all the objections which I 
' have already stated apply to it.' . . . * I feel ray- 
* self compelled, therefore, to dissent from the pro- 
' posal contained in the minute of the Cabinet, being 
*»f opinion, if Buenos Ayies should uot ha?e been 
' i^e taken, that no discretion should be left to the officer 
' to be sent out to pursue that object. ... * That hia 
'^cistructions should be to send to St, Helena, to 
^'^dia, and to the Cape, whatever force may be re- 
^ Hired to supply the deficiency in these places •, that 
^ Af aldonado should be found a tenable position, a 
®^6ficient garrison should be left to secure that posses- 
^*ua as one which, from aftbrding a good anchorage 
'^r cur ships, ma}' enable us to command the uaviga- 
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* tioii of tlic river La Plata.' ... * And that with the 

* force which may remain after proyidiug for these oJi- 
' jects, he should he ordered immediately to return to 

* England; 

While these cventa were in progress abroad, and 
before any tidings of the probable results could reach 
this country^ the Administration of Lord Grenrille 
had ceased to esiat; and it affords another luelau- 
choly prooii amongst many, of carelessness, if not of 
Boaiothiiig worse, in those who obtain the name of 
great historians, that Sir A. jilison says, in speaking 
of these events, that public confidence in the Govern- 
ment had ' already been shaken ' by these * i-epeatetl 
' ^ilnres abroad,' when the Catholic QuesUou was 
luised on which the Admin^tration broke up. The 
slightest attention to dates would have shown him tJbat 
two of what he calls the failures had not even occurred, 
and that the news of the third could not have reached 
England till long after the dismissal of the Govern- 
ment. 

That dismissal took place early in March 1807, in 
consequence of the endeavour of the Government to 
modify in a very slight degree the existing hiws as 
they affected the EomanL Catholics. 

The claims of the Roman Catholics to an equality 
of civil rights with theic Protestant fellow-subjects hail 
long enlisted in their favour the sympathy and active 
4ixertions of those who were now the leatling members 
of the Government. Lord Grenville had concurred 
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ml801 in Mr. Pitt's resignation, oit the groumJ of his 
mh'tWiy to give effect to the cxi>cetatioiJs which had 
been held out to the Irish Komau Catholics during the 
tliscosjong 00 tho Union; but he had been no party 
1^ or even oognisant of, the oflFer which, before the 
AddiDgtOQ Ministry was confirmed in office, Mr, Pitt 
M made to abandon the Catholic Qncstion if allowed 
to retain the Governraent.* 

Mr. Fox had ever been a strenuous supporter of the 
liriiiciple of religions as well as civil libertj\ ' If/ he 
aud, in explaining the principles on which he and his 
friends actetl in the early years of the French revoln- 
tion, *If there were rooo dissatisfied in Scotland or 

* Ireland on acconnt of exemptions and disabilities, of 
^i^ost prejudices and cruel restrictions, I would repeal 
'the penal statutes, which are a disgrace to our law 

* books.* And in 1803 he had only been prevented 
i|f the opinion given by Mr. Grrattan and ill'. George 
ftiusonby, that it was inesi^fedicnt at tliat time, from 
^giBg on * the question of Ireland,' with reference 
to the jxisition of the Roman Catholics. He had 
'*<^iniesced most reluctantly in the opinion thus given, 
**Hi in writing to my father gave strong expression to 

[tie vexation he felt at what he termed the 'cowardice' 
' **f Uie party. My lather waimly espoused the same 

* Mj. Pox, in writing to my father on tho 19th April 1804, to relate 
I *•« purport of » coDversatioa he had had with Lord GrenTine, on the 

"^<x;l of O&tholio Eiu&notjjatioUf mmitioua tlmt, m tlia Qoursu uf it, 
' txinl GnnvOle ooikfinued the extraorJiaary fact of Pitt*a never having 
' t«Al him of hia oflfer to coDiinue without it iii 1801.' 
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'views ou this subject, and wrote iii answer to theeft 
complaints of Mr, Fox ; * I do not wonder that you 

* are vexed at being restmined fitjm bringing on the 
*- Catholic Question ; but do not give it up too hastily. 

* What are Grattan's reasons? Do they convince 
' you ? If not, why not follow your owu judgment ?' 
At the same time he himself thought that the policy 
of bringing on the Question ' must depend — first on 

* the wishes of the Catholics ; and next on the proba- 
' bility of its being well supported, . . It is a question/ 
he adds, * on which you will, of course, be prepared 

* for the old cant against disturbing the unaninfiityyi 
' which the general danger requires, by the introduc-( 
' tion of subjects of partial grievance. Of the uusound- 

' ness and injustice of such pretences, which I should 

* call foolish if they did not answer the purposes of 

* those who use tliem, nobody can be more sensible 

* than I am ; — but they serve as an excuse for the 
' wicked, and seldom lail to impose upon the weak. 
' I should therefore be apprehensive that it will not 

' be a very good question for a division, and in your | 
' view of the policy of moving it, it should be well 
' considered whether the appearance of a strong deteiH 
' mination in the Court, and of a large majority iiiil 
' the House of Commons against them, would not be I 

* more likely to confirm the despair of the Catholics J 

ii 

* than powerful arguments and respectable names, if] 

* supported only by small uumbens, would be to I 

* encom-agc their hopes.' 
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These considerations, which liacl operated to pre^^ent 

Sfr. Pox and his party from moving the Catholic 

<)nestion when in Opposition in 1803, operated eqtiallj, 

afU^r the fornjation of Lord Grenville's Adrainistrationf 

to prevent the introdnctioa by the Government of aay 

general measure of relief for the Roman Catholics* 

j^ach a course waa most reluctantly acquiesced in by 

my father and the other friends of the cause ; but it 

w!is hopeless to expect to overcome the objections of 

tlie King to any such measure, — and tlie objections of 

Ihe King being unfortunately supported by public 

opinion throughout England, it was felt that the con- 

ssquence of moving prematurely in the question, 

voiild be, as my father wrote to the Duke of Bedford 

(tiien Lord Lieutenant of Ireland) in December 1806, 

'to throw the Government into the hands of those 

who would be pledged to resist this great measure of 

'^nciliation, and the aggravation of all the dangers 

^^''isiiig from the present state of the Catholic body, 

^^y throwing them into absolute despair.' 

tjnt while yielding most reluctantly to the obstacles 

*^^ich made it impossible to do full justice to the 

^tJiolice, ray father turned his most anxious atten- 

^'^n to the possibility of introducing other measures 

^^^ pmetlcal benefit for the Irish people, * Could 

Nothing/ he asks the Duke of Bedford, 'short of 

* Oatholic emancipation, which might of itself afford 

' ^^'^jiddeiuble relief, and would have the incalculable 

^^vautage of showing a disposition in the Govern- 
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' objectioiis to making any concession upou such a prin- 

* dple, BO hope can any longer be entertaiDed of keep- 

* ing it back.* We must then look to the consequences 
' of the renewed agitation of this measure, and these I 

* have already stated to jou. They can be productiye 
' of nothing but mischief, and chiefly of mischief to the 

* interests of the Catholics themselves. There is no 

* possible view of the case in which they must not l>e 
' the losers. They can hope to gain no new advocates 
' to their cause. Some even of those who have for- 

* merly supported them may, very possibly, on account 

* of the manner in which the measure is brought foi^ 

* ward, withdraw their assistance ; all must lament its 

* premature aud ill-advised discussion at the present 
' moment ; and those meml>er5 of the Government w^ho 
' have hitherto given the most imequivocal proofs of a 
' favourable disposition to the cause of the Catholics, 
' may perhaps be divided amongst themselves, but 

* must inevitably be exposed to the necessity of 
' choosing between a line of conduct which may occa- 

* sion Buspicions of their sincerity, or of breaking up 

* the Administration/ 

' If all attempts,' he writes on the same day to the 
Duke of Bedford, ' either to stop or give a different cha- 

* racterto the Petition should fail, what must be done 



* Lord Grenvill© alao m,js in the letter to Lord Pocsoiilv a!n->ire 
quoted : — * It would be wLolIj improper, for the purpose «'i rig 

* a petition, to hold out to the Catholics any other mduci ; nm 
'those which arise out of a c&hri tmd unprejudiced coneideratiuti of wbat 

* their own interesta and those of the empire at large bo evidently ro- 

* quire.' 
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' (JnestJon at tk* present moment One of two tilings 
•in«5t be the inevitable consequence. Failure wonld 
' ki certain, and we shoald either continue in office 
' weakened, and, to a certain extent, discredited, by 
' the resolt of an ineBTcctual effort, or we should resign 
^)Tir sitimtiona to those who wonld come in on the 

* avowed principle of supporting that system which 
'has already been so fatal to the peace of Ireland/ 

While, therefore, the Governnient was anxiously con- 
sidering what measures it might be in their power to 
intpoduce with any chance of success for doing partial 
juslit-e to the Roman Catholics ; it was deemed essential 
to such success, to avoid any proceedings calculated 
still further to inflame that religious animosity against 
them, which was already so strongly excited in Eng- 
"fed. Above all it seemed desirable to prevent the 
P'^sentatian of a petition which had been proposed by 
^f, Keogh in a most inflammatory speech, and adopted 
^^ un aggregate meeting of the Irish Roman Catholics. 
^f^ that speech Lord Grenville writes : that ' for its 
B* intemperance and inflammatory tendency * it had 
t*^trdly ever been equalled/ And he adds of the 
^^neral conduct of the Catholics — 'They kjiow that 
%Jieir petition cannot be carried; they contrive to 
^^mljaiTa^iS the only public men who are friendly to 
tJicir cause, and put upon us the necessity of either 
^ \ireakiug up the Government for their sake, and 
*" giving it over into the hands of their avowed op- 

* |>oiients, or of ranging nut^d ves also in opjxisition, not 
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* to the caua> itself, but to the time, aiul still more to tho 

* maimer, in which it is brought forward, without having 

* given Government the time even to deli berate npoa 

* it, much less the means of reconciling the innumerable 

* difficulties which attend their cause ; and, above all J 
' to the public avowal of the sentiments and langnag^ 
' of Mr. Keogh, which of themselves are enough, withal 

* out any other cause, to create insurmountable ob- 

* stacks to success here.' 

All the endeavours of the Irish Government to stop 
the presentation of this petitiou having proved vain. 
Lord Grrenville appealed through my father to Lord 
Ponsonby (my mother's brother), requesting him to 
go over to Ireland and exert the influence which * the 
' confidence that had been phced in his father and his 
' family * by the Irish Roman Catholics, would giveJ 
him, to prevent a step which would not only be 
embari-assing to the Government, but positively inju- 
rious to the cause of the Catholics themselves, ' Youpj 

* Lordship's opinion and advice,' Lord Grenville writes' 
to Lord Ponsonby* * must on every account have great 

* weight with the temperate and considerate part of 

* the Catholic body in Ireland. . . , There can t>e no 

* hope, founded on any of the circumstances which 
' affected the discussion of this question in the last 
' Parliament, that it could now be renewed with a 

* better chance of success, and the evil it would in-.^ 
' evitably produce is great and obvious. Whatever 

* of prejudice or clamour hns lieen at any former time 
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'excited ag^iinst thi« meastire, would be much in- 
' creased by the inteniperance of the course now pur- 
'sued. ... An impression geTierally unfavoui-able to 

* tlie conduct of the Catholics would thus be created ; 

* no i>art of the former opposition to their wishes would 

* l>e softened ; many fresh pei'sons would be pledged 

* fi^tust them ; and even their warmest advoc^ites 
' niast acknowledge, in this instance, a total want of 
' Umt temper, moderation, and discretion, which on a 

_• former occasion they were eimbled justly to applaud/ 
H ' The Catholic Question ' my father writes at the 
^M^Yue time to Mr* George Pousonljy (then Lord Chan- 
^^ciUor of Ireland) * certainly carae upon us with little 
j^revious preparation. We were discussing the ques* 
^on of tithes as one, the anungement of which might 
«3iost essentially contribute to the peace and security 
of Ireland. , . . And so striking a proof of the dis^ 
IKwition of GoTernment to consult the interests^ and 
tii attend to the feelings of the people of Ireland, I 
not help believing might have materially assisted 
us under the difficulties which must attend the appli- 
'' <^tioti of the Catholics, though it could not be con- 
" sidenrd as an immediate concession to them/ Having 
tben shown the hopelessness of Government being 
^^iialjled to carry the measures which had been sug- 
K'&sted as concessions to the Catholics, in order to 
*<itliice Ibem to withhold the threatened Petition, he 
l»roewKh4: 'If, then, the Catliolic petition can only be 
^avi-fr»d liv siiieli concessions, independently of the 

L 
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of March), to my father, of the conversations which 
he liad had with the King on the subject. Lord Sid- 
month was known to be opposed to the measure, and 
had indeed tendered his resignation. But it apjifears 
that he had not waited for its acceptance to communi- 
cate with Mr. Perceval, and even to concert with him 
the means of defeating the Bill. 

Doubts had indeed before arisen, whether the King 
quite understood the full extent to which it was pro- 
posed to go by this Bill. At all events, he pleaded 
such ignorance as a reason for objecting, after the 
introduction of the measure, to certain of its provi- 
sions. Whether this ignomnce could be /aiVty pleaded, 
— though the historians of the day have for the most 
part admitted the plea, and, Tory in their politics, have 
sedulously echoed the cry that the King was deceived 
by his Ministers, — may be well doubted. 

Before the introduction of the measure, a despatch 
bad been written by my father (in the abBence of 
Lord Spencer, the Home Secretary) to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland,* for the express pm'pose of 
calling the King's attention to the difference between 
it and the Irish Act of 1793, He had also verbally 
explained the measure to His Majesty on the 4th of 
March, and left him under the impression that he had 



* The Itiah Act, in opeQisg the armj to Catholi<», did not aQow of 
their rising beyond the rank of Colonels. They could Qot lie Generals 
on tho Stafl'. The diatinotion was felt tct be not only invidious btit use- 
leBa~aa a Catholic might, as a Colanelj, commaoti as lai^e a iMjdy (if 
troops as if he hod heeu a. Cie&eml. 
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Ms conseiit^a reluctant one, certainly, but still his 
I'otiseDt— to pixxjecid. On the 5th March, the Bill was 
aeconlingly introduced ; and on the Gth of March, the 
% following, my Father writes to the Duke of Bedford : 
' YoH will perhaps hare been surprised at my despatch 
' tk other day, which I had not time to accompany 
* Itrany private explanation. It was written for the 
'fmrpose of attracting the Kings attention to the 
^trterit of the measure we profwscd, which there was 
'mine reason to apprehend that he might not uuder- 
' stand to proceed further than the Act of the Irish 
'Parliament/ 

And from this day till the 12th of March, when my 

*atlier wrote the note above-mentioned to Lord Pon- 

90txhr — that is, during a whole week, while the conver- 

^tions with Lord Sidmouth were taking place — not 

•^fiG word was said, nor any hint given, in any of the 

iattrrviews which Lord Grenville had with the King, 

^ lead the former to suppose that His Majesty's objec- 

^^^Bs to the Bill were insuperable. 

it seems hard to imagine that, on a subject on 
l^tiieh, above all others, he took a deep if not an 
^*^sorbing Interest, and with regard to a measure to 
^^^ iutroductioH of which he had in the first instance 
^^^^usented with the greatest reluctance, the King should 
^^:>t have made himself thoroughly acquainted with i\b 
^^^visions ; but it is still more difficult to believe that, 
^*^teii his attention was specially called to the subject 
^y a despatch written for the express purpose of clear- 
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ing up any misapprehension he might be under, as to 
the nature and extent of the measure to which he had 
given his assent, — he shoQld> eontrarj- to hia wells 
known habits of industrious and laborious attention td 
public business, have passed that despatch over in 
so careless a manner, as still to remain in ignorance oj 
the intentions of his Ministers ; more particularly a£ 
the subject to which the despatch in question related, 
had been for some time matter for discussion betweeil 
the King and his Ministers. As early as the 10th oi 
February, Lord Grenville, speaking of the changes iii 
the Mutiny Act, which it was prepared to make ui 
fevour of the Roman Catholics, says : ' In this Form a 

* despatch was drawn, and was last night submitted to 

* the King, whose answer, received this morning, ig 

* perfectly calm and collected, but such as to leave no 

* hope of his consenting even to this measure/ ^ 

The next day, however, he adds, * I have just t^H 
' to tell you that the business I mentioned yesterday 
' is, I trust, in a train of being satisfactorily arranged/ 

Whether or not the King had really misunderstood 
the extent of the measure to which he had given hia 
sanction, the objections, now raised by bim» made the 
re-consideration of the BiU, with a view to its pos- 
sible modification, a matter of necessity. 'It is imJ 
' possible for me,' my father again writes to Lor^ 
' Ponsonby (March 1 7th )/ at this moment to enter int<^ 
' a detailed explanation of the embarrassing eircum-< 

* stances in which we mv placed. 1 can only say thall 
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I are under the necessity of giving up some parts of 

tlic Bill ^ but that I have very great doubts whether 

<?vcn this disposition to concede will enable the 

Cfovernment to go on/ The event proved that this 

ir was only too well founded- Even the total 

withdrawal of the Bill, *a saeritice/ my father writjes 

U> the Duke of I^edford, ' he had brought himself to 

* make in deference to tht? opinion of Lis colleagues, 

* aiid of a great majority of their friends in Parlia- 

* nieiit, and, as he believed, of the public in general/ 
did not suffice ; and on the 19th he thus announces 
to Lionl Poosonby the dissolution of the Administra- 
tion : ' I have only a moment to say that things are 

nc>"w brought to a crisis, and that the Administration 

nitty \)Q TOa>>idered at an end, I have not time for 

tiio dctiiil of the circumstances which have led to 

this/but the result, after uH that has happened, is 

l^t* only one under which I could have felt com- 

' fc^rtablc, We hati, contiury I confess to ray opinion, 

'H^reed to give up the Bill; but, upon reserving the 

UVxTty of projH>sing such measures as we might horc- 

"'^i^er find necessary, the King declared, in an answer 

'^ceived this mornings his positive determination 

'^^ver to concede anything, and required from us a 

t>romise not to propose any further concessions to 

^liio. To this, of course, there can be only one 

*Xiiswer, which we meet for the purpose of framing 

t4>nigbt, and to-morrow I hojie the thing will be de- 

U?nniued in such a manner as to admit of its being 

i niaile public* 
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The demand made by the King, named above, and 
on the refusal of which he announced his intention oi 
changing his Ministers, came as a most unexpected 
and welcome relief to my father. It was with the 
greatest reluctance that he had given his consent to 
the withdrawal of the Bill he had introduced. In giv- 
ing way on that point to the opinion of his colleagues, 

* The cousideratiou/ he writes to the Duke of Bedford^ 

* which weighed most with me was the state of Ireland, 

* and the danger of adding to ail the bad effects of so 
' severe a disappointment to the Catholics, the cahA 

* mity of establishing a Government there founded oa 

* principles of exclusion. The evil of this was strongly 

* urged by Gmtlan, and his opinion against onr resig- 

* nation was earnestly pressed. The consciousness,' 

* however, of acting from these motives did not recon- 

* cile me to the measure we had taken. Notwithstand- 

* ing all that could be urged in their favour, I had a 
''feeling which argument and reason a^ssailed in vain, 

* and which told me that the character and the strength 

* of the Government must both be materially impaired 

* by such a concession. From the time I had con- 

* seated to it, I never had a happy moment ; and! 

* pci*sonany I stood in a more unpleasant situation 

* than my colleagues, being so publicly committed, 

* both by the despatch which, iu Lord Spencers ab- 

* sence, I had written to you, and by the introduction 

* of the Bill into I*arliament, 

* You may imagine, then, the relief I have found in 

* the conclusion of this busiJiess by the King*s vci\M 
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' iflg OS to withdraw tlie reserve we had made of entire 
'frtetlom in the advice we might hereafter find it 

* iie(?essarT to give respecting Ireland, and to give him 
*an aissnrance that no proposal connected with this 
'^object should be made to him in future. This Icll 
' us uo alternative ; and our answer conveyed, in 
' fecpt'Ctfnl bat decided terms, our inability to comply 
* ^th a demand so incompatible with our duty. 

* The result shortly is, that the Oovernment is at an 
'find, and that we consider ourselves as only holding 
*ODr oflSees till the King has made his arrauge- 
'ments/ 

On the same day my father wrote to Lord Pod son by, 
ta answer to a letter in which the latter strongly con- 
demned the concessions to which the Government had 
conseutcd in even modifying the Bill for the admis- 
sion of Roman Catholics into the army and navy. ' I 
* entirely concur with you,* he says, *in the feelings 
' and opinions you express upon the concessions we 
' Were induced to offer. I yielded to the opinions of 
' cithers, more jKirticularly those of Grattan, and to 
' *Ae fear of re-establishing an Orange Government 
*'i Ireland, I therefore regard our present situation 
^ a great escape from the concession which we had 
*^ftered, and of which, notwithstanding the powerful, 
^^4 I may add conscientious, motives which had in- 
**^ic^d me to acquiesce in it, I never coidd bear to 

iiik from the moment I had consented to it.' 

^n the 23rd March my father statt 
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permission, in answer to a question put to him, that 
tbough he had not yet received His Majesty's com- 
mand to 'deliver up the seals of his office, he had 

* reason to believe, from such facts as are generally 

* known to the public, that His Majesty had sent for 
' persons not at present in the number of his servants, 

* for the purpose of making arrangements for a new 

* Administration/ It was not, however^ till the 2611t 
that Lord Grenville in the House of Lords and my 
father in the House of Commons were enabled to an- 
nounce the actual dissolution of the Government, and 
to explain the circimistances which had led to it 

Thus ended the Liberal Admiiiistrntion of 180C ; 
and, considering the question which was the immediate 
cause of its downfall, it is curious to observe that in 
1817 Lord Sidmouth, as member of Lord Liverpool's 
Administration, himself introduced a measure, as my 
father described it, ' in substance and effect neither 

* more nor less than that for proposing which the Ad- 

* ministration of 1807 went out of office,* in producing 
which result Lord Sidmouth himself, as we have seen, 
was an active agent. It was a Bill for placing Roman 
Catholics, as regarded oaths, on the same looting as other 
Dissenters— a Captain Wright, of the navy, having 
complained in a jwtition to Parliament, presented by 
my lather, that having been promoted to the rank of 
commander, the oath imposed on Roman Catholics had 
prevented hk deriving any advantage from his promo- 
tion. 
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The formation of the new Administration, of which 
the Duke of Portland was placed at the head, does 
not appear to have been exempt from difficulty ; and 
before the arrangements for effecting it were dcfioi- 
tively coDcladed, my father writes ; ' I am not with- 

* out some apprehension, from the fears which appear to 

* prevail in the Court, that, notwithstanding the King's 
' Jippareut determination, an attempt may be made to 

* compromise matters in some way or other. This 
'would be escee<lingly perplexing; but, I hope I may 
' add with coufideoce, that there will be no disposition 
^ ifi any of the member of the Cabinet who have con- 
' ciirred in this point, to consent to retain their places 
' but on such terms as would carry with them their 

* own JTLstification to the public' 
E?eTi after the formation of the new (rovemment, it 

*^^d not appear impossible that events might lead to the 

old Mijiisters being recalled to office. ' I do not think 

*^ Very probable,' my father writes to Mr. George 

*^'isonby, ' that the King will easily be brought to 

^^HOTi to us again ;' but in the very unlikely event of 

^ doing so, it was desirable* he thought, to ascertain 

^ Once ' what might be expected from the Catholics.' 

^'icerely attached as he was to the principles of reli- 

^^^Us liberty involved in the question of Catholic 

^Uncipation, and firmly impressed with the eon vie- 

^^ti of the necessity for the safety and tranquillity of 

**^larid that that question should be set at rest in the 

way in which it was possible effectually to set it 
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at rest, 3 et he saw and admitted the hopelessness 
success in that object during the lifetime of the King, 
supported as the King was in his objections to any 
concessions to the Catholics by the general feeling of 
the country. He therefore put the question to Mr. 
George Ponsonbyj whether the Catholics * after the 
' experience now acquired, might not think it better, 
' for their own interest, to abandon for the present all 
' endeavour to obtain any concession whatever beyond 
' those already granted, and to express their wish that 
' we should accept of office without any other means 

* of serving them than those to be found in our own 

* disposition and the present state of the existing 

* laws/ 

As to the mode of communicating with the Ca- 
tholics, he adds, *that care should be taken to do 
' nothing which might give ground for a suspicion that 

* wc are desirous of office, and anxious to be courted 

* to resume it. God knows, nothing is further from my 

* thoughts and from my wishes. It is no bed of roses 

* which we have left, and I can say to you what to 

* another might expose me to the charge of insincerity 

* and affectation, that what I am now doing is at- 

* tended with a considemble sacrifice of my ]>ersonal 

* ease, ftom motives of public duty.* 

It is perfectly unnecessary to defend my fether from 
the charge that has sometimes been made against Ixird 
Grenville's Ministry, that in rcfmhiing from bringins; 
in a measure to give fflect to the opinions and jjrin- 



LORD GREY. 



159 



|cipl€?5g professed by thcin in Opposition, they were 
iicluaicd hy an unworthy lovo of office. His whole 
farecr, and more particularly the sacrifice of all hope 
of power which he made to this very question for the 
uext three and twenty years, is a sufiBcient refutation, 
as far aa he is concerned, of any such imputation. His 
sole desire, both in acquiescing in the non-intioduction 
of any g:cncral measure of emancipation by the Go- 
vernment of which he was a member, and in the 
smggejjtions he now made to Mr, Ponsonby, was that 
lliat course should be adopted which should appear 
most atlvantageous to the Catholics themselves. 
Thus he writes (certamly in no factious spirit of 
Mjsitiou to the new Government) after the dismissal 
f*^ the Grenville Ministry : *I am more anxious tlian 
'ercr that the Catholics should, if possible, be kept 
'<|uiet. Their hasty proceedings, and above all, the 
'speech of Keogh» have not only produced the dissolu* 
*tioii of the Adininisti-ation, but have indisposed the 
*miud of tlic public heix* towards them to a degree 
' thsit will not easily be recovered. The only chance 
' of repairing the unfortunate consequences of the 
isiires into which they have been so unadvisedly 
*Uu Tried, will be to show now the greatest patience 
•and moderation, I, therefore, anxiously hope that 
will not, on account of what has happened, 
>^ for a discussion in Parliament on their jietition. 
' ^--t'ly our sincerity lias been suiliciently proved to 
' i^ V' US «oiiio title to their confidence, and the sacri- 
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* fice we have made establishes some claim upon them 

* for atteutioa to oiir advice. It is for their sake more 
' than OUT own that I am induced most strongly to 

* press this reqoest, a compliance with which can 
' alone, in my opinion, afford us a hope of serriog them 

* more effectualiy hereafter/ 

How easy would it have been for my father, and 
how much more consonant with the usual tactics of an 
out-going Minister, to have endeavoured to inflame 
instead of to soothe the minds of the Irish Catholics 
under a sense of disappointment, with a view to the 
embarrassment of his successors in office l But neither 
the embarrassment of an adversary, nor the mere 
triumph of his own party, were ever actuating motives 
with my father during any part of his public careen 

Before dismissing the subject of Ireland at this 
period, it may be mentioned that the system of conci- 
liation at all times so strongly advocated by my father, 
was not intended by him to apply only to the Roman 
Catholics. All parties, he thonght, should have equal 
justice done to them. None, not even the Orangemen, 
should have just cause to complain of exclusion. In 
putting an end to the domination of one party which 
had been exercised with such fatal results to the peace 
of Ireland, he had no wish to establish what would 
probably be the equally mischievous domination of 
another, and hence, probably, the secret of the nnre- 
leu ting animosity with which, after full justice had 
boon done to the Roman Catholics, he was in after 
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jcars assailed, aa the reward for all the sacrifices he 
had nmdc for them, by the leadei-s of Umt party. 

The moderate and conciliatory spirit iu which he 
wislied tlic Irish GoYcrument to be conducted, is 
stirocigly exemplified by a letter which ray father 
Wrote to Lord Pousonby with reference to the elec- 
tion for the city of Cork in October 1806. Lord 
^ODSonby had written on that occasion : * If you 

* leaTe a Government of such pure skim milk you 
' ^*ill lose all your old trusty friends. They are 

more afinid of the ckmoar of a clerk than of 

* a-bandoning the best, firmest, and most powerful of 

* their supporters/ ... * I really am quite disgusted. 
' I am favoured with plenty of fine speeches, &c,, but 

* power is always^ somehow or other, exerted against 

* 14% . . , and I seriously believe that there is not 

* one of the immctiao cla^^s of underlings who lives or 

* J'cspects the Government,— a Government which has 

* supported them against the voice of millions who 
deniandcd justice, and, I am gorry to add, at the 
expense of its own honour.' 

To this my father replies :^ — 

* Nothing will do if the system of conciliation on 
'^irbich the Duke of Bedford very truly says the present 
Coveroment was formed is not pursued. Even to- 
wards the Orangemen it must be adopted ; for if, by 
a proscription of tliem, we force them to maintain 
Ihcraselvcs as a distinct party, looking to a change 

of Government again to give them the ascendancy, 
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' all hope of permanent tranquillity for Ireland must 

* lail* It ought to be our policy to prolong the eflect 

* of any measures we may be able to cany beyond our 
' own Administration, which cannot be done if the 
' country is to be kept divided between two invetemte 

* parties, alternately gaining power, according to the 
' changes which may take place in England. It 

* was, therefore, not so much with a view to the ease 

* and convenience of the Administration, as for the 

* sake of Ii'eland itself, that we originally wished to 

* conciliate the leaders of a party, whose princii)les 

* and conduct you cannot raore strongly condemn 

* than I do/ 

And writing to the Duke of Bedford at the saii^^l 
time on the subject of Lord Ponsonby'a complaints, h^^ 
says: 'On the general jwlicy of conciliation, and 

* indeed of the necessity of doing away, as much as 
' possilile, all former animosities, which cannot bo 

* effected if either party is to be absolutely proscribed, 

* nobody can more cordially agree with you than I do- 

* You say truly it was the principle on which this 

* Government was formed, and which was cvcu more 
' necessary in Ireland than here/ Still he considered 
that there must be some limit to such a policy : * and I 
' confess,' he proceeds, * (and this I know was Fox's 

* opinion,) that it would be carrying this policy too far, 

* and i>crhaps risking its proposed eflect, if the direct 

* countenance and support of Government was given to 

* any persons remarkably prominent in the cruel ti* 
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' committed at the time of the rebellion : at least till 
' the people had bad soDie reason to place entire cou' 
'fidenee in the Administration, and till the altered 
'ctwiduct of these persons had rendered them less 
' obnoxions.' 

It has been mentioned that notwithstanding the 
patriotic and disinterested nature of the motives which 
alone iallaenced the members of Lord Grenville*s 
GoTernment in the course which they adopted with 
regard to the Catholics, both as to what they did, and 
what they did not attempt, they were attacked for the 
ajprent inconsistency of their conduct in office with 
the opinions which they had professed and advocated 
inOpiiosition.* And some years later, in writing to 
hiti Holland on the occasion of a motion which he 
had made, and in which he had given expression to 
some strong opinions, my father alluded to what had 
^Jpeued in 1807, to Lord Grenville's Administration, 
*fl^ to the experience thus gained, as teaching a lesson 
ffliieh future Oppositions would do well to profit by. 
Though I admit,' he writes, * the complete accuracy 
of ail you sa^j as to your known opinions and inten- 
tions on this subject^ I could have wished that you 
^*d not made the motion. I have now had between 
twenty and thirty years' experience of discussions of 

' Atttoka Of! a very different nature were made upon them by some 
^^%&ibordiitate mc?mbers of their owtn Ailminietration, who could 
*** Bothing in what had occjurred but the loss of ttteir ealaries, and 
*«y indulged their vexfttion by eneering at those who not only knocked 
J^ lieada gmtuitoualy against a wall, but who built np the very wall 
'"ftli^pttrpose. 

M 2 
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* this nature ; and unless they are likely to meet witli 

* even more popular support than hitherto has followed 

* them, that experience would serve to prove that their 

* principal effect has been to give to Grovemment ad- 
*' ditional facilities in the prosecution of the very mea- 
' sures they are intended to counteract. But their bad 

* effects do not stop here i and the Administration of 

* 1806 furnishes a further instance of the sort of attack 
' to which you will be exposed both from the Court 
*and the democrats, . . if you do not» wheniu Goveru- 
' raent, carry into formal effect all the measures w hich 
' you have urged in Opposition. It is in vain that 

* yon carry on a Government in the true spirit of those 
' measures — that you are modei-ate, forbearing, and 
' libcraL If you do not force their literal execution, 
' if you enter into any compromise with those whom 
*you have formerly opposed; in a word, if you do 
'not make it utterly impossible to fonu an Adminis- 
*■ tration in which you can take any share ; you will be 
'branded aa an apostate. This happened to your 

* uncle and me in 1806 ; and the same fate will be ex^ 

* perienced by you unless you determine to sacrifice 

* every other good that may be within your re^^h, for 
' points in which many with whom you are connected 
' could not concur, though in the practical conduct o! 
' the Grovernment there would be no diiference betweee 
*you. 

' The lesson that I have learnt, therefore, is h 
yself to as liitk as pos-fibk whilst in 0/yposition 
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'anil, when in Grovemmont, if ever it ehouU be my 
Mot to be again in that situation, to' do m muoh as lean* 
But thougb inculcating upon the Roman Catholics 
ilietnselvi's, and upon their supporters in Farliament, 
ibe oe^ssity of the utmost moderation in their con- 
dact, roy father soon convinced himself that the power 
of S€ttlinj^ the Catholic Question must in future be 
made a sine <jna non condition of his own return to 
ofTice. And m 1809, he writes to Lord Grenville 
that \m mind was made up, *• I thinks unalterabbj^ not 
'to take office unless the power of immedititelj/ propos- 
ing measures for the couciliatioti of Ireland be con- 

* coded to us*' 

This determination on his part, consistently adhered 

^ as it was, resulted in his exclusion from office for 

•ipwards of three and twenty years. 

To return to the events of March 1807. 

The e3q>lanations relative to the change of Govern- 

itit liad i)ceu made by Lord Grenville and my father, 

>8 already stated, on the 2Gth of March ; but the 

^^ Ministers in the House of Commons were neces- 

*^tnJy alisent at that time on account of their elections, 

*ti^ it was not till the Bth of April, that the fnubject 

•^•Mu© to a formal discussion on a resolution moved by 

^i-. Braml, * tlmt it was contrary to the first duties of 

*^^ confidential servants of the Crown, to restrain 

_^cixiselves by any ploilge, express or implied, from 

ring lo the King any advice that the course of cii^ 

* cwDstanccs might render necessary for tlic wellto 
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' and security of any part of His Majesty's extensive 
' empire/ 

It was with reference to the probability of this re- 
sol ation being carried that my father wrote, as already 
noticed, to Mr. George Ponsonby, to ascertain what 
the wishes of the Catholics would be in the event, im- 
probable but not impossible, of their being recalled to 
the Government. The motion was seconded by Mr. 
WiUiam Lamb, the late Lord Melbourne ; and being 
met by the 'previoos question,' w^as rejected by a, 
majority of two hundred and fifty-eight to two hundred 
and twenty-six. 

In the course of the debate on Mr. Brand's resolu- 
tion, my father alluded to the belief which he could 
not help entertaining, that the course taken by the 
King upon the measure proposed by the Government^ 
had been concerted with certain members of the Op- 
position, Whether this were so or not must ever re- 
main a subject of controversy and speculation for the 
curious in history, on which every one will decide 
according to his political bias. It certainly is remark- 
able, as I have already observed, that though my father 
(in addition to the despatch to the Duke of Bedford, 
before alluded to) had personally explained to the 
King the difference between the proposal measure and 
the old Irish Act of 1793, of which it was an extension 5 
though he had introduced the measure under the im- 
pression that at that interview he had obtained the 
King's consent, — * an unwilling consent certainly,' but 
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still Ms consent, — to proceed; thongh a week had 
elapsffd since the introductiou of the Bill, during which 
His Majesty had had more than one interview with Loi-d 
Grenville, the head of the Ministry; it certainly is 
remarkable, considering how strong the King's feelings 
upon this su})ject were supposed to be, that during all 
fAis time no hint was given of the objections he entcr- 
'aincd to the measnre being insuperable, Surely 
-''Ofjiethingmust have happened between the 5th March, 
"'hen my father introduced tlie Bill, and the I2th, 
ftlien he wrote to Lord Ponsonby that the * Court wa^ 
taking an active part against it,' to give activity to 
^ose objections. At all events it is known that on 
ttk^s 14th, the Saturday before the pledge was de- 
'a^fcuded, on the refusal of which the Government was 
dismissed, Lord Eldon had an interview with the 
^ijig. * What passed at that interview,' my father 
^'Si^-i^iiin his speech on the 9th of April, * he did not 
™ * l^i>3tend to state. He would leave the House to 
*^^njeeture/ Lord Eldon, indeed, denies that at that 
I *ti teiview, either he or the King once alluded to a 
^P^^Uect which both were known to have equally at 
^*^^rt I It is surely not very uncharitable, however, 
^ ^onbt the truth of this denial ^ particularly as it is 
■^^tain that Lord Sidmouth, a member of the Cabinet, 
^^*s already in commnuication with the Oppositiou, 
^Hli a view to the deleat of the measure ; and Lord 
•itlou^s conduct in 1804, in aiding Mr, Pitt to over- 
^l*ti the Government of which he was himself a mem- 
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ber, shows that lie was capable of plotting not only 
against an Administration U^ which he was openly and 
avowedly opposed, but against one to which he him- 
self belonged.* 

*I haye said nothing,' my father writes to the Duke 
of Bedford, * of Lord Sidmonth. His opinions on the 

* general question are well known. His consent to the 

* Bill I believe was originally given under a misappre- 

* hcnaion of ita extent. TVhcn the point was cleared 
*up, he stated his objections, but did not, to my ap- 
' prehension, express an intention of separating from 

* the Government, or making a decided opposition to 
' it in Parliament. This intention, however, he soon 
'afterwards manifested, and accompanied it by an 

* offer to resign. So far there is nothing to complain 

* of. But he has since acknowledged that during this 

* interval, when he had been desired by Lord Grenville 
' to suspend his resignation, and when the means of 

* accommodation were under discussion, he had a direct 

* communication with Perceval, which originated in a 
' proposal made by him to concert their measures in 
'opposition to the Bill.' 

Lord Sidmonth had also had several conversations 
on the subject of the Bill with the King, and was, 
indeed, the first to tell my father of His Majcstty's 
strong objections to it. Is it probable that, in those 
conversations, he had left the King in ignorance of hia 
own sentiments with respect to it, or of the means he 
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taking to defeat it? — and does not this make it 
111 11 more improbable that nothing passed on the 
subject iQ the interview betweea the King and Lord 
KldoQ ? 

This howerer is, as T have said, a matter of specu- 
Ltion, which every one must decide for himself. 

The new Ministers had been supported in two great 
riab of strength in the House of Commons, by 
lajorities of thirty-two and forty^ix in full Hoases, 
I'^^ith every probability too that this would prove a 
arrowing majority, as they became coniirmed in power. 
2*^otwithstanding tbis^ however, and though the exist- 
ing hiriiament had only been called iu the preceding 
fOcto!)er, it was considered desirable to take advantage 
of the * No Popery * cry which had been most in- 
^tistrionsly excited throngh the country^ in order still 
Airiljep to strengthen the new Government; and 
iiugly before the end of April, Parliament was 
: dissolved. 
The event fully answered the expectation of Minis- 
ter— and on the first great trial of strength, which 
took place in the new Parliament upon an amendment 
t» » the Address, moved by my father, the Government 
showed an array of three hundred and fifty supporters 
«gaiiist only one himtlred and Ofty-fivc op^wnents. 

My fatlicr had himself lost the seat for Northnraber- 

hiiMl^ which ht* had retiiincd ever since bis first return 

\o Parliament, one-aud-twcnty years before. An 

<1'p«»itioti liad most unexpectedly sprung up, which 
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he had no reason to anticipate, having been assured 
by the Duke of Korthumberkud that he wished the 
county not to be disturbed. He had, therefore, 
delayed his departure from London, and had adopted 
no steps for canvassing the county, when he was 
taken by surprise by the information that, on the pre- 
tence of a requisition, set on foot apparently by the 
Dukes own agents, Lord Percy liad been suddenly 
brought forward ; and that, in a way to insure a 
doubtful and expensive contest to my father, if he 
chose to persevere in it. 

Lord Percy had supported the late Government, 
and had been brought in by their influence, on the 
death of Mr. Fox, for Westminster, He had even 
spoken in favour of Mr, Brand's motion above re- 
ferred to, though he had in the course of that speech 
expressed opinions unfavourable to concessions to the 
Catholics. But now, by the course pursued by the 
Duke's tenantry, in withholding their second votes 
from my ikther, and by Lord Percy's own advertise- 
ment, in which the ostentatious profession of his 
attachment to the ' Oonstitution in Church and State/ 
was an apparent echo of the cry which had been 
raised of * Danger to the Church '• — the movement in 
the county seemed directed particularly against my 
father's seat. The result was that the latter found, as 
his canvass proceeded, that * there was no hope of his 
* success.' * At least,* as he writes to Lord Grenville, 
' without an expense which, in justice to my family, I 
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i-onld in no case encounter; but which, with my 
*precariotis tenure in the House of Commons, would 
* t^e quite madness/ 

He, therefore, withdrew from the representation of 

his native county, and wius returned, by the influence 

^f Lord Thanet, for Appleby, for which borough he 

«at for the few months during which he still eontinued 

« niember of the House of Commons, The speech in 

H'li ieh tie took leave of his late constituents was long 

't'niembered in the county, and the enthusiastic dc- 

^onstmtions of jjoi Hilar respect and attachment with 

^liich that farewell was responded to, were well eal- 

*^*iated to soothe the mortification which could not 

"d t, attend the loss of a scat he had so long held, 

3fclr. Ord» member for Newcastle, and himself a 

*^*^*3sistent Whig, thus describes the termination of the 

^'^^^«^tion :— ' May 19, 1807. WeU, it is all over! 

^C^oor dear Lord Howick has given it up in a speech 

't laat harrowed one's veiy soul, and roused alternately 

^*-ll one's passions— of admiration for him, of hatred for 

*^i3 vile betrayers^ and of contempt for the miserable 

"^^'^tches that were opposed to him. The multitude 

^^^t»e aflccted to the greatest possible degree of en- 

^*iU,siasm. They would not bear to hear of another 

^^ct^e than Howick. ... Sir Charles Monck moved 

''"G thanks of the county to Lord Howick for Ms long 

^*^^\ faithful services, which was carried unanimously.' 

^^y father attended regularly in his place during 

^^ aliort Sesaion that followed the meeting of the new 
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Parliament, and stoutly defended the course which had 
been adopted by the late Grovermnent with respect to 
Ireland, and their refusal to take the unconstitutional 
pledge demanded from them by the King ; and almost 
the last words he ever spoke In the House of Commons 
were in recommendation of that coucUiatory policy for 
which he and his friends had forfeited office. In 
moving an amendment to the Address in answer to 
the Speech from the Throne, on the 23rd of June, *be 

* eamestl}^ pressed His Majesty's Minister to attend to 
■ the advice of an honourable gentleman, unfortunately 
Rno longer a member of that House, the late Attoruey- 

* General for Ireland, Mr. Flunket, to make Ireland 
'• the first and the last object of their thoughts. Too 

* much anxiety could not be shown on this subject. He 
' should be glad to hear that some system of conciliation 

, ' was proposed. He did not allude to any extension 
P^ of indulgences, but to other regulations which would 

* tranquillize the people/ 

tAnd, again, on the 6th July, he repeated that * he 
' considered that part of the empire as the most im- 
* perative in its calls for attention and care ; and 

* though he woidd not say that any measure of 

* Catholic indulgence should now be brought forward, 
_ * he w^ould say that good policy called for a general 
m system of conciliation and kmduess.' 

^ On the I4th of August Parliament was prorogued, 
and with the close of the Session terminated my 
fathers career in the House of Commons. His 
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ifektber's health had long been failing. On the 10th 
I^OYember he grew suddenly worse, and his death on 
the 16th, finally removed my father from the place 
where his presence was more than ever required, as 
events soon proved, to control and regulale the pro- 
ceedings of the combined Opposition. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Prok kt Fatheb's Removal to the House of Lobds in November 
1807 to End of Session of 1809. 

My father now took his seat in the House of Lords by 
the side of Lord Grenville, as the leader of the Whig 
section of the Opposition, but with a vastly dimi- 
nished power of eflfecting any good. The influence of 
the House of Lords was, even at that time, compara- 
tively small, and the House of Commons was then, as 
it is now, the place where the fate of Ministers was 
decided, and, with them, the nature of our national 
policy. 

In that House the loss of my father's influence was 
not long in making itself felt. Formed as the Opposi- 
tion was of parties between which, on many important 
questions, a considerable difference of opinion existed, 
it had required all his tact and judgment during the 
Session of 1807, to prevent these differences from be- 
coming apparent. Without a recognized leader in 
the House of Commons, there seemed no hope of pre- 
serving anything like unity of action ; but though all 
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parties appearctl equally cotiviiieed of the absolute 
nec<»ssitr of such aii appoiatment,, it had proved uo 
^*5y matter to induce them to agree as to the person 
hy ^hom it should lie filled. To reconcile conflicting 
<^'aiiiis, to soothe jealonfiics, to satisfy the exigencies 
^f vanity and self-conceit, was no whit easier fifty 
years a^ than it has proved in our own times ; and it 
^as not without the greatest difficulty, and only after 
ioof^A discnssion, lliat an unwilling acquiescence liad 
**^eij brought about in the nomination — as the best 
^'^nic'h under the circumstances of the time could be 
^ Piade—of Mr. George Pousonby (the late Chancellor 
|V^^ Ireland) to succeed my father as Leader of the 
r opposition in the House of Commons, 

If it liad been found no easy task to obtain general 
'^*nsent to this arrangement, it proved sttU more diffi- 
It to procure obedience or defeix^ncc to the authority 
bad thus iicen agreed to set up \ and it soon became 
^r*parent that the parties composing the Opposition in 
f^ llouse of Commons were little dLs[X)sed to own tlie 
utrol of any leader. All seemed bent on pushing 
^^eir separate views and opinions, without regard to 
rcumstances or seasons, and thus all assisted in 
iWng increasetl strength to the Government it was 
'^e professed common object of all to oppose I 

X«>Td Grenville had long foreseen this state of 

tblng?. While still in office he liad looked to tlie 

rv!H.fi.«! rtuno\^d of my father from the House of 

s «.« Ukely to break up the Administration, 
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and now that they were in Oppoehkn, he saw sdD ksp 
hope of niatters being so condncted in that Hoosc^ ^ 
to make it prohable that the good understanding whieh 
had been hitherto maintained, not without some diffi- 
culty, could be long preserved. In contonplation, 
therefore, of the differences whidi he anticipated, he 
had, before the opening of the Session of ISOS, ex- 
pressed a strong desire to withdraw from anytliing 
like a constant attendance in Parliament, a desire 
which, shortly before his own depertnre from Howick 
to attend the House of Lords, mv father thos com- 
bats: *What,* he writes to Lord GrenviUe, January 
3rd, 1808, * will be the consequence of yoor relin- 

* finishing that active superintendence of a numerous 

* fiarty, which, however painful it may be at sach a 
' moment, I wish to inspire yon with a belief is a 

* duty from which yon cannot, without hereafter find- 

* ing reason to blame your conduct, withdraw your- 

* self? Though you are absent, you must be aware 
' that others will continue their attendance. If they 

* were left merely to themselves by your retirement, 

* the want of your advice and control would be felt in 

* their conduct, and, above all, in their language. It 

* is probable that many, from discontent at such a 

* measure, would become regardless of your opinions ; 
' others, affecting to consider themselves as left at 

* liljcrty to form new connections, would join the « 

* Administration. In short, it is hardly possible that ^ 

* Ihe party, under such circumstances, should not lose 
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' «i its numbers^ fall into beats and divisions, and that 

' prefiLsely tliat sjieci^ of opposition should not be 

pJTodaced, which in such a crisis you would think 

most detrimental to the interests of the country/ * . . 

* These are, in fact, the very evils we apprehend when 

* we express so much anxiety for the appointment of a 

* leader in the House of Commons, Can such an 

* appointment be effectual for any good purpose? Can 
' it give the necessarj^ authority to George Ponsonby, 
'or to anybody else, if you adopt the measure of 
^secession?* . . . 

IBut while thus doing his best to dissuade Lord 
(SrJTcnvillc from any such intention, he adds as regards 
hi mself : * After what I have said it will appear an 
<x3d conclusion to state that it will hardlj^ be possible 
f<>f me to give a very close attendance during the 
•^•tisitifig Session. If I had remained in the House of 
^--^mmons T certainly would have done so, whatever 
tto inconvenience to me might have been ^ but I do 
'^^t take my family to town, and this, and other 
'^ircjamstances, will naturally render me anxious to 
^^ike ray stay there as short as possible. This, if 
^*^U take the part I wish you to take, will be of no 
^^nsequence, and if you do not, my dislike of Par- 
liamentary business will be so much increased, that 
* am afraid considerations of dut^^ will have but 
little power over me.' 

Of the different parties in the House of Commons, 
^i\^* one most difficult to control was one that would 

ir 
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ikcsw be otDed a ' Btmot^-^ar^^fBiot^ F^ity/ ^ pn>- 
<ieedin^ of iiiiki^ IS beaiig€iD6iT directed by Us own 
mar caoseciaan sod carhr polixacal Mend, Mr. Wbit- 
bPBftl v'ere liie booiw of peeuliu' azmojuoe to m j 



Ii bK mbcadr be«D fieen. litit tho^b coidudhr 
j ^gT P B ui g iriA Mr. Fox in bis jodent desre for peiioe, 
and eaEiie£8}T scoooidii^ aJl b]« «&n? tD presore it, 
be bad uprcr sraif qiuiie a» &r as Mr. Fox in aidvo- 
caosc jadSe przocquks. a2>d bad mont tbaa onoe ex- 
f cviSiEid scroiQc dcobis vbeiber ibe diqpllay of an over 
KUXVT kr peace was ib^ vainest itvr to obtain it. 
Jfj vus dcnbi vas dov added tbe i»r of eodaacaiag 
vut pxd GDdersiaiidii^ vitb Lsd GreaTilie and bis 
i^^ciuisL Tbe q^iesdoa of feioe vms ^ ooe of all 
^jfb^is, iLe diseiBEioii of wbieb was bk^ daagercwB lo 
ib(& cQEttfsiKd imion of tbeir pardes in cftposhftoa ; far 
ii tooid 06C be raised witboot leriTis^ lo a eenaia 
exte&t tbe recdkcdoa of ancieiLS aiLimasQes^ vbu 
tbe friec#is of Mr. Fox aod tbt:^e «:>f Lead GieaTille 
bad bci&n diiectlT, and erea fieit(!eiy, opposed tt> eaeb 
ocber ofjoa it, durijig the first Admiiiiistiaiioii of Mr. 
Ktt. 

These cofisi^lefatioDS made my &tber mtiec ^n-rinng 
to mrjderate, if poeeibie, the course which the peace 
puny .seemed inclined to poisae, and ia I^-eiober- 
I "07, h(t ha/l written to Mr. Whitbread to express bis 
' hope that nothing will be hazarded either in hyigiaiazie 

* This WW whUen in ISoo. 
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' or action, without the most seriona consideration of 

* iAeeonaequcnces it may produce. Afjove all, I hope 

* ibnt nothing will be doue to encoarage a clamour 
' for peace, against which I must set my face decidedly 

' nud strciioously.' And he now repeats in January 
'808j * I am, belieye me, as desirous of peace as you, 

* l>elieving that real peace is the only cure for all our 

* evils. And it is precisely for this reason that I 

* tl^precate measures which can have no possible effect 
' l>iit that of removing peace to a greater distance,* 
And a^in, a few da3^s later, he writes on his way up 
to Xoodon: 'The i raped iraents which these Yorkshire 
' na^eetiiigs must throw in the way of peace seem to 
' m.e pretty obvious* In the first place, they will 
' I>ro{lace counter petitions, which may have the 

* cilTect of encouraging Ministers iti as I really do 
' net believe, they arc disiiicliuetl to jx^ace. In tlxe 

iicxt, they cannot fail to inspire Bonaparte with 
aja exaggerated opinion of our distresses^ and to in- 
flame the pretensions which he is alreatly but too 
Well disposed to urge/ 
But it was not easy to turn Mr. Wlii thread from 
**"^y course which he had ouco persuaded himself it 
^'fe right to adopt ; and at a dinner at Lord Gren- 
^*^eX soon after my father's arrival in London, whero 
^»e leaders of the Opposition met to consider their 
^<>ur8ein the ensuing Session, *he begun/ my father 
^ntes, • upon the subject of peace in so liot, and, I 
"i"stsay, so wroug-hca<l(»d a manner^ that I am afraid 

n2 
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* the impression must have been very unfavourable to 

* him ; the disposition being already to consider him 
' as a most impracticable man to deal with. Grenville 

* seemed quite dumb-foundered, and hardly spoke a 

* word, and I very much fear that all the pains I had 

* before taken, as I thought with some prospect of 

* success, to bring him off his project of secession, will 

* now be fruitless.' 

Fortunately there was at this time the most perfect 
agreement on all the great public questions of the day, 
as well as upon the course which it became the Oppo- 
sition to pursue, between my father and Lord Gren- 
ville ; and this alone seems to have prevented the line 
taken by Mr. Whitbread from producing the conse- 
quences my father had apprehended from it. * Lord 

* Grenville J ' he writes, on the 27th January, * is all 

* activity and good humour ; notwithstanding, I must 

* say, some provocation to the contrary, for Whitbread 

* shows more and more a disposition which, for his 

* own sake, as well as for that of the public, all Lis 
' friends must lament. He gave yesterday notice of 

* a motion for peace, without even taking time to see 

* the papei-s on which it is to be founded. Even this, 
' however, does not seem to have discomposed Lord 

* Grenville, which I can only attribute to our being 
' as perfectly agreed as we are, and his being con- 
' vrnced that this kind of proceeding is more unplea- 

* ^nt to me even than to him/ 
All attempts failed to induce Mr. Whitbread to^ 
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adon this intentiorij and he drew up his motion in 
tttG form of three rosohitions,* * for one of which,* my 
nether writes, *I certainly could not vote, and to 
another of which I should have considerable ob- 
jection He sent them to j^onr uncle ' (Mr. 

Gt^sorge Poiisonby) * to be commuaicated to Lord 
Cjrenvine and me, and I expressed my opinion ujion 
ttiem; 

For a short time, indeed, it was hoped that an open 

|^U3phiy of division in the Opposition, which must 

noc«ssarily occur if these resolutions were forced into 

cliscib<sit>ti, might lie avoided, ill', Whitbrcad had 

accepted an address, drawn up by ray father, which 

lie proposed to substitute for the resolutions, and which 

Ihcixj was reason to hope LordGreuville and his friends 

migU concur in. * It was a very handsome proceed- 

* ing/ my father says of his own part in drawing up this 
address, * l)eeausc I disapjjrove of any motion at pre- 

* seiit on this subject ; but 1 could vote for the address 
' whicli I have written, and \t& practical eflx*ct with 

* txsspcct to the object which Whitbrcad has in view, 

* Would, perhaps, be greater than that of his own 
•■^eaolutions/ 

The hopes of thus preserving the appearauce of 

'^"'^>n in the party were, however, short lived; for 

' though,* ray father writes, * Lord GrenviUe in the 

wiii€l^>mest way possible has concurred in it (the ad- 

'ireas), expressing, however, the opinion which I 

Hm Kanaard for tho Resolutions and the debate upon Ibem. 
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* entertain, that it would have been mach better to 

* have had no motion on the subject of pt'ace at pre- 
' gent,' and though Mr Whitbread !uid coiLsented * to 

* further alterations in it, tending to soften the strong 

* expressions of a desire for peace^ far beyond my cx- 
' pectations,' yet at a meeting held at Mr. Gteorge 
Ponaoaby's, to consider the subject, * Windham and 

* others,' my father proceeds, * strongly objected to the 

* motion even in this shape ; and the consequence is, 

* that the original resolutions are resumed. We go, 
' therefore, to the House of Commons quite divided. 

* On the two fii-st Resolutions, though I do not like 

* even them, your uncle will support him (Mr. Whit^ 

* bread), but on the third he will declare his opinion 

* of the impropriety of moving it now, and support the 

* previous question. This is most unfortunate, if not 

* fatal, to the party/ 

The appearance of division in the party when the 
debate took place was even greater than he had anti- 
cipated. The meeting at Mr. Ponsonby*s had been 
allowed to separate without a clear understanding as 
to the course to be pursued ; and the most general im- 
pression seems to have been that the resolutions were 
to be supported. When, therefore, Mr. Ponsonby, 
immediately after Mr. Whi thread's opening speech, 
took the course which had been agreed upon Ijetweea 
himself, my father, and liord Grenville, and moved 
the previous question, it * occasioned/ my father 
writes, * great surprise and disappointment amongst 
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' our friends, who were io no degree prepared lor it 
* Ijy what had passed on the preceding night, and who 
c3ora plain loudly that, without any previous comrau- 
uicatioD, a course should have been taken so coutrary 
*o what they had reason to expect. . . . Tlie eouse- 
<iacnce was that a great majority of the Opiwsition 
lumbers present voted with Whitbread, and very 
rtf'cw followed your uncle ; and I am afraid that the 
:B*esnlt, in every view, must be considered as fatal to 
*he future union, and, at all events, to the power 
' :^iiid consequence of the party. In this fear I ought 
*- <o aild that there are some who do not participate, and 
* "^1)0 think the present uneasiness will soon disappear^ 
' sand that we shall pull together again upon other 
*^Uestions.' 
If his fears were not realized to their full extent 
V^Jiough this difficulty was only a fair sample of similar 
^*ies of constant recurrence), it was very ranch owing 
tc* ]xiB own exertions to maintain the peace of the 
P^rty, These, indeed, had from the first been mire* 
if^itting^ Before the commencement of the Session, in 
speaking of the want of union that prevailed, he had 
*aid: *Thougii I have the character of a hot^ in- 
' lempcrate fellow, I begin to think I am the most 
' reasonable person amongst them/ And now, after 
^ division on Mr. Whitbread's motion, he repeats : 
*^o endeavours that I could use to reconcile differ- 
eJJoos, and to prevent what has happened, have been 
^'^autitig (in my |mrt, and i>erhai)s the evil has been 
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* answering the taants to wbich he wonld be exposed, by 
'distinctions and explanations which are never received 
' by an adverse party, and which it is not easy to make 

* generally understood* ... * If George Ponsonby, 

* Petty, and Tiemey,' he proceeds, ' thoroughly under- 

* stand one another, and act cordially together, the 
'mischief of last year may, I b<^, be in a great 

* degree, prevented. We most not expect, however, 
' Uiat) u|K>u whatever system we act, some unpleasant- 

* uess will not occur, or that, in any state of party 
*ctHUuvtion, some concessions of opinion, and some 
^ devitiUons of conducts may not occasionally be found 

* neoosssan/ 

While emleavouriiig to soothe the irritation which 
(he piw<><>iings in the IIou^^ of Commons had tended 
(o excite iu Loni Gn^nville's mind, he was no less 
anxiotis to mo^lenit<\ if pctssible^ the conduct and lan- 
guaf>> of that section of the Opposition, of which he 
thought U^i GresiviUe bad bad such just cause to 
ooiu^^in. With this view. beioK? the <^>»ung of the 
S*>:5:5ik^i xsi 1 SOji* he wrote as feUows to Sir Arthur 
l^J^Mt^ >Rhi> havi K»ii Sv^lSdu^^jeDetal in the late Ad- 
niiin,<4PUio))« a;>d vhc^ wa> a:: active meanber of the 
Wliior }v«ix\ A:>d ii>i>r»i* "it bo bi-lieve that the Govcan- 
mo:j erf the A^rwy, uuoer oiiir jwrliamentarr system, 
«a onily Iv c^M)Kioot*\^ l\v mca^s of panr oflmnection, 
vofloio 3i^ 'w tuj t** lay lo bean ^ comeel which my 
j:.xiit»r um? aiKoujtus^ ii> imjsvs? upcm the Whigs of 
i Mt^ , • 1 am tott £lad k> tiki* ht- sivs*. ' thai vou 
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rith mc in tliiuking that the present state of 

'aAiis is sach as to make it pcciiliarlj incumbent on 

* ns to avoid giving any fair occasion to the charge of 

I * o^nying on a vexatious and harassing opposition. 

* '^Vhat led me particularly to use that expression, was 
W t-lie proofe I have had from many quarters, most of 
^ ^liem extremely well-disposed to us in general, of the 

• -^rery Imd effect pi'oduced by the character of the de- 

I« fc^ates in the Ilouse of Commons during the last 
^ Session of Parliament. It is not because opposition 
• ^^as merely fruitless, but because what happened last 
* ^^ear did more to lower all public men, and, with 
' t.l)PM, Parliament itself, in the general estimation, 
tian ever was done before, that I stated my utter 
<3es|)air of doing any good either now or hereafter, 
**nles3 things were carried on with a very different 
1^* spirit; . . . 

" ' That in a large party, composed of liberal-minded 
^nd independent men, there should not occasionally 
*^ccar differences of opinion, cannot be expected. If 
^itcli differences are fundamental, the party necessarily 
separates, with honour to all the pei-sons concerned. 
If liey are of a subordinate nature, and such as may 
^^t without destroying the general principle on 
'''^ich the party is imited, they must be modified and 
^ftened by mutual compromises and conccSvSions. 
'*^ithout such a temper of conciliation I need not 
Hi y^Q j-j^jj^t no party can long exist either use fully 
^^' lioiiouralily, and it is the want of this conciliatory 
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* Spirit, that I think, too frequently api>eared i 
'last Session, which many of our friends, and I in 

* common with them, have greatly lamented. 

* If this evil can now be avoided, I shall sincerely 

* rejoice ; because there is nothing that 1 have more 

* at heart, whatever part I may be able hereaft€r to 

* take in it^ than to preserve the connection which was 

* formed, so usefully I think for the public, between 
' the friends of Fox and Lord Grenville, It has been 
*mo3t honourably adhered to by the latter, and I 

* think he has some right to expect that degree of for- 

* bearance with respect to particular questions, which, 
' from various causes, might be embarrassing to him, 

* which was necessarily understood as the veryground- 
' work of our union with him, and to which every 
' person connected with us was at the time bound to 
'make up his raiud, or to have declared his positive 

* objection to the junction, which would have prevented 
' his being a party to it This, again I say, was not 

* the character of the proceedings in the House of 

* Commons during the last Session, and you must not 

* be surprised, therefore, that Lord Grenville, wisMngi 

* as I know he does most anxiously, to preserve the 

* party in all its weight and respectability, and being 

* nowise disposed to pass over the extreme misconduct 

* of the present Miuistens, should wish to take such a 
' line as may prevent his being implicated in measures 

* of which it is irajMssible he should approve.* . . . 
have often said, a cordial and conciliatory sph 
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'in those who arc to act together is the first requisite, 

*aii(I if both the appearance and the reality of this is 

*lost by pertinacity and impatience in individuals to 

'force on even questions on which we might agree, at 

' their own time, and in their own mode, all hope of 

' doing any good must be abandoned.' 

I am afraid I may have dwelt too long on the 
difficulties and party differences with which at this 
time the leaders of Opposition had to contend. But 
as similar obstacles have at all times been found to 
impair the power of a party in opposition — springing, 
too, from the same cause — namely, the impatience and 
wrxongheadedness of individuals in pressing their par- 
tioalar views without regard to the wishes and 
oi>imons of others, this notice of the consequences 
^^lifch followed such a line of conduct in 1808, and 
'^tich must ever follow a similar one, may not be 
^^'itbout its advantage. 

The questions that principally engaged the atten- 
*'^Oii of Parliament during the Session of 1808 were 
^**ose aflfecting our relations with neutral Powers, as 
^^Volvc^ in the Orders of Council of November 1807, 
^*cl the policy which had led, also in 1807, to the 
attack on Copenhagen and the seizure of the Danish 
^eet. On both these questions, as well as on all 
fibers of public interest, there was at this time a 
t>erfect agreement between Lord Grenville and my 
talher: *lt is a great satisfaction to me to find,' my 
fatlier writes to Lord Grenville on the 3rd of January 
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1808^ ' that of the jrablic measures which mast eoino 
« under ilbcoision, none are likely to produce any 

* difference of opinion Ijetween us. On the question 

* of peace — on that of Ireland — and on the conduct of 

* Governniont towards neutrals^ we entirely agree. 

* Only with respect to the last I must remark, that 
' though I ct^ndcmn as strongly as anybody both the 

* iwlicy, and what I conceive to be the illegality, of 

* the late Orders in Council, and though I think we 
' should have shown ourselves desirous of encouraging 

* all fair (?oninieree^ just in proportion to Bonaparte's 
' wihl attempts to destroy it, and, therefore, that we 

* nhould have sought conciliation with all neutral 

* Powers, and particularly with America, to the 

* utmost limit of i*easonable concession \ yet in the 

* language antl the conduct of the latter Govemmont, 

* enough has apix^ared to create a well-founded doubt, 

* wht Ihcr this iH>Iicy, however carefully pursued, 
' wouhl have been successful. Upon this subject, 

* llieix^Iore, as upon that of peace, we should be care- 

* Mt m censuring the rash attd impolitic measnniB 
^ of our Minivers, not to say or do anytluDg which 
^ nuky eue^HUugc a bcUel that there esisto any dls- 

* |M¥!aliuu ill a party h^re, to eoooede any importaol 
^ rights or to abstain front a prompt mod severe exer- 
^ Ikm la' the power oi tiie ommtty^ if dmtmsiaiices 
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the Danish business/* my father continues, 

* I had some apprehension that there might be a 
' shade of diffcrcueo between us ; but your letter is 

* quite satisfactory to lue. I do not wish to go farther 
' llian to state that, as at present informed, there docs 
' not appear any suiBcient ground to justify such an 
' ftttaek, and to condemn, as wicked and diabolical, 
*the principle of resorting to the practice of the 

* enemy with regard to other powers, and fighting 
*hijii, as it is called, with his own weapons/ 

It was on a (inestion connected with this subject 
(hi my father spoke for the first time in the House 
of Lords, and he thna describes the imprcssiau which 
it made upon hira. * Yon will see,' ho writes, * by 
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'oa M ii^iltAt' (thttt of obtaining J^merican oo-operaUon in the war 

^^«t Engl&nii) * ftucun sacrifice no dera.it nona cout«r, et il ^tiiit 

*''»i«-f'-'iit qu« pour Tobtenir il Mlait d'abord &inj ceaser toute 

t« foudi^'e des AmdiicaiDa contre nouA, afin qne laar irritation 

JcduMiveiuant tournde oontre l^Angteterro. 

^ ^^"yulier spettaclo,* ho adds, ' donn^par deux grandja Gouvernemenita ; 
tie Ja Franccj ajant toutes lea liimiiTea du g^oio— Fautro, ce- 
tigletsm, toaiw lee lunii&reti de la Jibei-td — ei tons deiix 
de am paastons, entrant a IVgard de l*ADa6riqu@ datis tino 
.•ctUTonoe des {aut«a ; car il faut malheurouaement b rocon* 
Leu Pays Hbrai Be paa«ioiuient «t fa'a^'Qu^eat oomme les 
^ *«t»->^3|, . getilemont gu peut dire, que la Ubertc cat encore de toug l«a 
^^^^^de« ooutru ra?ei]glemont des paasioufi, le plus swe ot lo ptm 

*^'*h« expedition agiunat Cop»aUagen in the preceding autumn^ nn- 

**■*■ ^^le Mmtaand of Lord Catlnsit t aiid Lord Oambter, which endwJ in 

**• ^omhafduMsnt uf tbu town froui the l»t to the 7th cif Scpteniber, 

•M ^ c4pittil«tion, hy 'wluch the Haniah fleet, the object of the tjxi>9' 

"J*****!, «niii »urrondc«red to us, The defence of the tneaaiire wa*v that 

"Cl^lttliiid did not (fot hold of thiw floet, Fm»oc wmikl. 
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* the papers, that I made my debut in the House of 

* Lords last night * What I said was, I believ«, 
' neither good or bad ; and it was a snbject oq which 

* I had so grcAt a disinclination to speak, particularly 

* for the first time, that I should have remained 
' silent but for the extreme unhapplness Holland 
' seemed to feel at being left without support. But 

* what a place to speak in I With just light enough 

* to make darkness visible — it was like speaking in a 

* vanity by the glimmering of a sepulchral lamp, to 

* the dead ! It is impossible I should ever do any- 

* thing here worth mentioning/ Aud a few days 
later, when he was about, for the first time, to make 
a motion in the House, he says : ' I feel so unaccount- 

* ably nervous, and have, besides, so many papers to 

* read l>efore the debate of to-day, that I can literally 

* only thank you for your letter. Why a new thentre 

* should occasion all these feelings, particularly one 
' for which I have no great respect, I do not know ; 

* but anything I ever before experienced has been a 

* joke to this. My hands are so cold, and I have such 
' a nervous trepidation, that I really can hardly write. 
' Yet I have plenty of matter in my head, and do not 

* see why I should be afraid of getting it out. But 
' fear is an unaccountable thing, and I am, at this 

* moment, subject to all its influence.' 

* On the 27tli of Januo:^, on the motion for a Tote of tbanks to 
the Forces omployad at Copeuhageaj Tvord Holland objected to it j i^t 
aQ evente to the navy, who bad not baem engaged, beiug m eluded in 
the votft. 
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Tills feeliog of nerrousaess before a debate in which 
lia was to take jmrt, never forsook kiiQ. Neither 
ha.l>it, OOP the conisciousuess he must have felt of 
gdxienal success, sufficed to conquer it; aud he cou- 
itly alludes in his letters, on such occasioDS, to 
it he termed his ' oppress/ I believe this feeling 
oa the p&rt of Parliamentary debaters, eveu of those 
wllo have achieved the most unequivocal suceeai, is 
nioTe geneml than those who have heard or read their 
speeches would easily believe. But to return U> the 
aSTairs of ISOB. 

I The Danish question was the one on which the 
B06t vigorous and effective efforts were made by the 
Opposition, and which led to the most acrimonious 
^ debates. It was the practice of Ministers, in defend- 
^ ing their policy, to endeavour to divert the attention 
^ of Parliament as much as possible from the real 
H merits of the case under discussioD, by attacks on the 
H eondact of their predecessors in office ; and the effect 
■ of tlug ^^^ from the maimer in which it was done, 
^^ the tone of the debaters which it occasioned, to 
*Wer' as my father expressed his belief, *more 

t*sati more the character both of Parliament and of 
' ^ partios enj^ed in these disputes, in the opinion 
^ti% of the country and of Europe. . . There is 
***ticr a man nor a party/ he adtls, * in whom any 
^"^5i«e of confidence is placed ; and the want of this 
^iiir.lioFity and respect, at such a crisis, is not the least 
^ %lie evife which surround us.' 

o 



194 



LIFE AND OPINIONS OF 



I 



Mr, Canning seems to have been the greatest 
offender in this respect. In advocating the policy pur- 
sued by the Government towards Denmark, he 
adopted the lino of argument which my father thus 
30 thoroughly deprecated; asserting that those who 
had sanctioned the expeditions against Constantinople 
and Alexandria, and who had meditated the seizure of 
the Portuguese fleet, were the last men who had any 
right to find fault with the attack on Copenhagen, and 
the capture of the Danish ships. He also endeavoured 
to create the impression, by reading partial extracts 
from my father's despatches, when Secretary of State, 
to our Minister at the Danish Court, that the late 
Government had contemplated a similar measure; 
thus insinuating that it was merely their change of 
position in Parliament, which caused the Opposition 
now to object to the policy of the present Ministers, 

This mode of meeting an attack by a sort of argu- 
mentum ad hominem, and by carrying, as it is called, 
the war into the enemy's camp, may generally be 
taken as a symptom of the weakness of the cause 
which it is sought to defend. There can be no doubt, 
however, that it has often been found effective, and 
up to a certain point, perhaps, it is even allowable. 
But it seems to me that a Minister is greatly wanting 
in the self-respect and dignity that befits his position, 
when he rests the defence of his policy on aught but 
its own merits. The mistakes or short-comings of his 
predecessors in office can afford no legitimate excuse 
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yr his own, and this sort of * tu quoqne ' ailment 
generally recoils upon him who uses it» So did it 
prove now with Mr. Cannings and it will be seen that 
be was himself the person chiefly damaged, in the 
eoiirs^ of the very bitter and acrimonious debates to 
which the coarse he pursued gave rise. These de- 
bates were not confined to the Lower House. My 
(ather, as having been the Foreign Secretary in the 
late Administration, felt that he was the person whose 
coiidnet was principally brought in question ; and the 
diseussions which followed the explanations he thug 
found himself compelled to make in the House of 
^-ords, were not altogether free from the same tone of 
recrimination which marked the proceedings in the 
I louse of Commons. 

Of Mr. Canning's speech on the occasion alluded to 
"^y father writes on the following day : ' It will, T 
Have no doubt, be very much celeLrated. It cer- 
tainly was eloquent and powerful, at least the parts 
I heard of it ; but for audacious misrepresentation, 
i^^d even for positive falsehood, 1 never heard it 
loalled; 
^gatn my father says, a day or two later, * We are 
to have the Copenhagen Debate on Monday, and I am 
t^ make some motions for Papers on Thursday, the 
^^"bjcct of which is to enable me to make a statement 
refutation of the charges brought against the latfi 
lovemment This has been, perhaps, delayed too 
iioog, but the scandalous uiisreprescutations, not to 

2 
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* aay felsehoods, resorted to by Canning in the Hi 

* of Commons, make it impossible to put off the justifi- 
' cation which we owe to onrselrcs and the country, 

* any longer. It is impoadble for any person nnac- 

* qnainted with the facts, to conceive the length of 

* audacious falsehood to which he has gone. If I 

* had been in the House of Commons I hardly know 
' how I could have spoken of it at the time without 
' violating the rules of Parliamentary decorum. The 

* heat occasioned by all this is becoming very great, 

* and will probably prodnce some Tiolences in the 

* House of Commons ; but the gravity of the House 

* of Lords will prevent similar explosions, though not 

* so much so, I hope, as to diminish the effect of a 

* strong exposure of the most unlimited system of mis- 

* repposentation and fallacy that was ever practised.* 

In fact, the conduct of Mr. Canning in q noting ^r- 
Hal extracts from despatches not before the Hotise, 
and the production of which he was at the same time 
resisting, in order to create an impression uiifavour- 
ablo to the consistency of the late Administration, 
was felt on all sides to be most indecent. When 
attacked on the 8 th of Febrnary in both Houses for 
such conduct, scarcely any defence was attempted, aiid 
Mr. Perceval was compelled to deny that there was 
any ground for the ' unfavourable impression ag^iost 

* Tji*rd ITowick, which some gentlemen seemed to ap- 

* prehend ' (from the quotation of those exti-acts), and 
to disown iu explicit tenna that it was * the intention 
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* of his right hoQoui'aljb friend to produce mj such 

* impression.' 
The subject continued, howerer, to foe discussed 

^ritJi much warintli m both Houses. Ou the 11th 

i»"*cliniary my father made hia motion for Papers^ aad 

^Imo next day he writes : ' We hatl a most triumphant 

* cJebate laat oigbt in the House of Lords. My open- 

* ijig speech must, I think, have appeared long and 

* "tiresome,* but our statement remained uncoutra- 

* <3icted, and we eveu extorted from Uawkesbury an 

* iicknowlcdgment of the total want of foundation for 
^ .^ome of the diarges which have Ijecn so industriously 

* "fDPopagated against us.f The remarkable feature of 
' "the debate w&& Lord Bathurst's calling Lord llut* 
*■ ohinsou to order for stating what was contained in 

* oonfidentiai despatches. This produced, of course, a 

* %)attle on this point, in the course of which, after 

* lowing Uiat LonI Hutchinson was perfectly correct^ 

* 'we fell without mercy on the indecency and unfaii*- 

* X1CS8 of those who, after quoting partial extmcts from 

* papers against others, denied them the means of 

* deleiice, by endeavouring to stop Ihein when, in con- 

* 8oc|i]eaoe of the attack they had sustained, they were 
^ving the explanations which that attack had made 
o^Ottssary. The Chancellor acknowledged that the 
p^t^tic<^ of reading Papers of this sort, by whomsoever 

Xt 'm impo«8ibl« to form (my opinion of it from Bansard, where it 
** ^<>«* |giw > & d into little more than two i>agoa. 

I ^ftiduliirly for not Imving nutde a Jivoniiuu to faTmir of Ruaaia^ 
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* it might have been introduced, was a breach of duty 

* to the King and of the oilers of the Houae/ This I 
' fixed upon him, and applied the censure to Canning 

* and Hawkesbury, who had begun this mode of war- 

* fare, The whole of this scene was veiy amusing, 

* and prmluced a temporary animation not usually 
' found in the House of Lords. The strong way in 

* which Canning*9 conduct has been condemned thus 

* publicly by the Chancellor, and in private conversa- 

* tion by many of his colleagues, proves that there 

* cannot be any cordiality amongst them/ 

A report was also current that the King had * ex- 

* pressed a strong disapprobation of Canning's con- 
' duct,' and this, added to the state of the Duke of 
Portlaod's health, and the 'evident symptoms,* as my 
fether wrote, *of internal discontent and division* 
amongst the Ministers, led to a very general belief in 
approaching changes in the Government ^ and *■ every 

* one,' my father adds, *was ready to infer that 

* Canning either was, or must be out/ ... * At other 
' times,* he proceeds, * and with other persons, all 

* this would lead me to concur in the opinions which 
' are now verj^ much afloat. But my answer now 

* always is, that these men cannot separate. They 
' have no hope but in remaining together, however 

* ' Be (the ChanoeUor) was clearly of opinion that it was disorderly 
' in any person wbo had been employed in a public capiwjity to read a 

* part and disclose the contents of a public despatch without the leave 

* of His Majesty/ . , , * If a breach of order liad been committed and 

* [>ertnitted in another plaue, that was surely no rtaeoa why tt sitnilar 

* lireach of onlur should be tolerated by thuir Lordship**.' 
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' iDQch they may hate one another, and however 

£i«qiicnt Uieir disagreements may be> &c., &c/ 

Mr. (3aimjDg*s conduct in making use of his official 

l>c>sition to read partial extracts from despatches which 

yMTcre not before the public, was so gcuerally coudemned, 

^a:m4 the incessant attacks made npon him in Farlia 

ir*<?tJt, were felt to be so damaging to his character, 

tl»At on the 2Gth of February he foimd it necessary to 

eome down to the House, and hunself to move for the 

prodnction of many of the very Papers which he had 

before refused. U'his was a great triumph to the 

Op|M>sition, and they appear to have made the most of 

it — attacking him lioth on account of the Papers which 

^ 8Lill kept back ; and» because, having refused to 

^ow the production of documents which others 

thought required for the vindication of their char 

**<?t4^r, on the gi'ound that their production would be 

'm^irious to the public service, he was no longer 

•'^ftiienced by this consideration when his own position 

*®^tnc<l to make it expedient to produce them. 

* Ministers arc going on/ my father writes on the 

^ • til (the day after Mr, Canning had moved for those 

^■Jiers), * in a way that I believe would make me 

*^«ng myself, if I was one of them; and, to say the 

^rutli, tliey look as miserable as heart could wisli, 

X-ASt night I hear that Canning was literally pulled 

"^ pieces, and tliat he seemed to feel it to the 

greatest degree.' 

On the 4th Man^h Mr. Adam hmught the subject 
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of mcli quotations from official docmnents, formaily 
befoi-e the House of Commons— moving resolutions 
which, after reciting what had been done by Mr. 
Canning, and strongly condemning his conduct, con- 
cluded with affirming ' that such conduct Is contrary 

* to the trust which is reposed iu the confidential 

* serrants of the Crown.* The Minister, however, was 
not deserted by the majority which the general elec- 
tion had secured to him ; and Mr. Canning having 
made his defence, and then left the House, the motion, 
after a debate, rery shortly reported in Hansard, was 
rejected by one hundred and sixty-eight votes to 
Bixty-sevcn, 

My father had been necessarily detained in town as 
long as these discussions lasted. * You will see,* he 
writes, * how much the conduct of the late Gk)vem- 
' ment is brought into discussion, and how much my 

* piurticular department and the papers written by me 

* are concerned. There are many more moved for 
' than have been yet produced, and till this contest is 

* over, in which not only the character of the late 

* Gcivornment but my individual character is so much 

* involved, it will be impossible for me to stir/ 

I need not allude at any length to the other qriBs- 
tions which occupied the attention of Parliament 
during the Session of 1808. My hJ^et look little 
part in their dlsouanon, and early in April left town 
for tlie North, V\x>n the most important of those 
qut^Klitinjs ami that which^ next to the Danish basi- 
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^^ti?, came ftrost frequently ander discussion — that, 

A^^jitely, relating to the Orders in CouDcil of the 11th 

-^^*or ember 1807, and to our general policy as regarded 

itml powers, his opinion ie fully expressed in the 

iter written to Lord Grenville before the opening of 

le Session and already quoted. It has been seen 

it he doubted the po^ibility, under any system of 

alicy, of long keeping out of the quarrel which the 

'nited States seemed disposed to force upon us; 

't-^Bciough, at the same time, he strongly condemned the 

ji»«3liey, and questioned even the legality of the course, 

jz^Ttarsued by the Ministers ; and denied, what the 

C3S- <>?cmment endeavoured to assert, that the principle 

B«*^" the Orders in Council issued in January 1807, by 

*^^^e fjabinet of which he had been himself a member, 

^*>d of those of the 11th No^emberj issued by the 

^^^■'^eseut Grovernment, was in any degree the same, 

^le anticipated but too -correctly what must be the 

^^^snlt of the present state of things, and in one of his 

^pst letters from London had said that be * looked 

' iipou an American Tfar as inevitable.' 

J must, however, shortly notice another question 

vhich was brought forward before my father left 

^^^^, and in the discussion of which he took part ; 

Dot ^g being in itself of general interest, but as 

l^^iDgafiForded him the occasion of once more record- 

^^ ^tlioge opinions in favour of progressive Reform^ 

^'^'^li he had so often and so fruitlessly advocated 

^^ since he had held a seat in Parliament : and of 
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again combating that alleged dread of innovation, 
which was so long successfnlly pleaded hj those who 
resisted all improvement ; also, as presenting a rather 
curious illustration of Parliamentary tactics ; of the 
state of parties in the House of Lords, and of the 
forms of that House. 

Towards the close of the Whig Administration, an 
address had been carried, deprecating the practice of 
granting offices in reversion. The snbject had been 
refetred to a Select Committee, on whose recominenda- 
tion a Bill had been subsequently introduced, to which 
the present Ministers had given an unwilling eouBent, 
for the pnrixjse of preventing such a practice in future. 
This Bill had passed the House of Commons during 
the preceding Session, but was thrown out in the 
House of Lords. It had been revived in the present 
Session, and, having again passed the House of Com- 
mons, now stood for consideration iu committee in the 
House of Lords, It was violently opposed by Lords 
Arden and Redesdale, as not only interfering with the 
Royal Prerogative, and encroaching on the privileges 
of that House, but as a measure dangerous in its 
principle, from the consequences to which it would 
lead, and which should, therefore, be resisted in the 
very beginning. In answer to these objections, my 
father, having first shown that it was no infringement 
of the Royal Prerogative ; and that, on the contrary, 
it was as a friend to the * Constitutional Prerogative 
authority ' that he * culled ui>o* 
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* ♦ilie House to put an end to a system above all 
' '«:>lhen3 calculated to strip the Crown of those rights 

"^wbich are so necessary to its honour and security/ 
►mr«ceeded thus : — 

* But says the noble and learned lord (Redesdale), 

JK cannot reconcile myself to support the principle of 

^this measure, because in ita operation, or in being 

^niade the precedent for succeeding innovations, it 

:»n}ight possibly, or probably, be attended with most 

^fcmischievous and dangerous consequences, Heally, 

^mnx Liords, it is impossible to answer this argument 

^nt by others which have heretofore on many occa- 

«ong been introduced Into discussion. If^ indeed, 

^5tich an objection was to succeed — if the spirit of 

' improvement was to evaporate from the influence of 

* j)088ible dangers, and probable apprehensions — if 

* «prors were not to be corrected, or evils remedied, from 

* «n overweening dread of innovation, — then this coun- 

* try would have to lament the want of all those great 
SUd glorious privileges and securities w hich constitute 
®o deservedly our national boast and our most essen- 
tial safeguard. For what was Magna Charta but an 
innovation ? What else was the Petition of Right ? 
VVTiat else the Revolution, that glorions epoch when 
^^hi country obtained a recognition of its liberties ? 
1 r»dced, I would ask the venerable bench of Bishops, 
>vl»)m, on this occasion particularly, I see in such 
iotmidable numliers arrayed against me, whether if 
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* this dislike to innoTatjon, this hostility to inippore- 

* meni, had existed some centuries past, this comitry 

* would have participated in the enlightened wisdom 

* and Dumerous benefits of the Reformation ; or whether 

* they themselTes would have ever had a seat within 

* these walls, with power to decide on this measure of 

* Reform, which they are now perhaps prepared to 

* oppose/ Having then traced the calamities of the 
French Revolution, and the melancholy fete of 
Louis XVI., * to the obstinacy with which every 

* improvement was opposed, and to the unbending 

* diBinclination tx> conform to the spirit of the times 

* imd the progress of mental advancement,' he asked^ 

* Wlioro can we find a more signal and melancholy 

* exempli lication of the danger of not yielding to those 

* plans of salutaiy and wholesome correction, which 
' the defects of all human institutions render absolutely 

* necessary ? ' And he called upon * those who are so 
' particalarly attached to the Court, aod upon the 
' illustriouii and Royal personages opposite * (the 
IHikos of York* Cumberland, and Cambridge), * who 

* «re 1^0 active in their of position to the measure,* to 
consider tlie stale of foreign sovereigns, reduced * lo 

* the lowest vassalage to the great and inordinate 

* power of FraiHH* ! Be assured/ he continued, ' that 
*■ much as the tin rivalled eonqneror of the European 

* CoutiiK'nt owes to hk own escteiisive taleuls for 
^ 8iiQem»--»«eh us lie i9 iodebled to the ondisikiiled 
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* agacitr of liis plans for his gigantic elevation,— he 

* lias kaii great and [K)werful auxiliaries in the selfish- 
'DesSj the sonHd views, the illiberal jealousies of the 
' djmasties he has subverted ; ia the apathy and torpor 

* of the oppressed and despised populations over whom 
'helms triuraphed.' 

The following is my Either g own account of the 
abore disciiasion, and of the proceediDgs which led to 
the final rejection of the proposed measure. 

'W^e had last night a moat curious scene in the 

' House of Lords. The Princes, four in number, came 

'^wn in force with all the household ti^oops and 

' ^isiiops, and endeavoured to throw out the Revei'sion 

' Dillon the questioii for going into Committee. They 

' heat us in the numbers present, but the majority of 

proxies being on our side, we were equal upon the 

* '^lioie, and, according to tJie established usage in the 

* Hcnse of Lords, the question was therefore decided 
'in- the negative^ so that the motion made by the 

* enemies of the Bill for discharging the order for the 
' Committee was lost. In the Committee Hawkesbury 

* ttvoved an amendment to limit the duration of the 

* Bin to two years.' * Ministers,' my father explained 
m another letter, * being against the measure iu their 

* hearts, had,* to avoid the unpopularity of a direct 
^Poffltion to it, *hil npon this expedient, declaring 

* tliat without this limitation they must be against the 
Measure; They therefore ' moved this amendment, 
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' to which Lord Holland and I objected as making th^ 

* Bill worse, but declared that we did not mean to 

* press our objection (feeling that the Bill would be 
' lost if the amendment were negatived) ; though, if 

* we were compelled to vote, we must do so in sup- 

* port of the Bill as it stood. We did not intend, 

* therefore, to divide ; but the courtiers, who held the 

* Ministers pledged to oppose the Bill if the amend- 

* ment was lost, divided the House, and voted with 
' us against it, and the Ministers were left in a 

* minority of only twenty-one. The Bill, therefore, 
' passed the Committee without any alteration, and 

* on the third reading was opposed both by the 

* Court and the Administration, and thrown out ao 

* cordingly/ 

The small minority in which the Government was 
left when deserted by the * King's friends,* showed 
the real strength of the party now in power without 
the Court, while the result of the division on the third 
reading of the Bill, when the Court and Ministers were 
again united, afforded the best practical answer to tlie 
assertion of Lord Eedesdale, that the influence of the 
Crown was decreasing. * The increasing influence of 

* the Grown was a topic,* Lord Bedesdale said, * which 
' in all times it had been fashionable to dwell upon. 

* Since Mr. Burke's famous Bill, he would, however, 
' contend that the influence of the Crown had been 

* diminished rather than increased.' 
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Mr father had been most ansious to attend the 
tpectcd debate on the Romaii Catholic petition, but 
te state of ray mother's health, and the death of hia 
le, Sir Harrj' Grey, at the beginning of Aprils 
ade his continued attendance in Parliament impos- 
sible for the remainder of the Session. lie concurred 
^^ntirely with Lord Grenville and other friends to the 
^Eioman Catholic cause, in thinking the presentation of 
*:rhe petition at that time ill-advised. But the Catholics 
ticiug determined to take that step, and having himself a 
strong conviction not only of the justice of their claims, 
iDnt of the expediency, not to say the necessity, of 
^rranting them, he was desirous of giving them his best 
^^pport. 

But he disapproved most strongly of the course 
i^liich the Catholic party subsequently adopted. In 
tti^ debates consequent upon the presentation of the 
petition, Lord Grenville in the House of Lords, and 
^ T, George Ponsonby in the House of Commons, had 
SLnnounced the consent of the Roman Catholics to 
giTiug the King a veto on the appointment of their 
Bishops, and much stress had been laid on the im- 
portance of this concession on their part. Lord Gren- 
viJle adduced it as an ' unquestionable proof of their 
' solicitude to meet the kindness of their fellow-sub- 
/scts, and to accede to any practicable means of 
'^moving even the most groundless jealousies ; ' 
^cUxig^ that * this provision formed a part of the plans 
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* intended to be brought forward U the period of the 

* Union ; and what we then knew/ he said, ' of the 

* sentiments of the Catholics respecting it, left no 

* doubt upon our minds that ihe matter might be 

* easily and satisfactorily adjusted.* 

It was therefore with extreme surprise, and stiE 
more indignation, that my father heard from Mr. 
Ponsonby in October following, that the Boaiaa 
Catholic Bishops had repudiated this condition. 

* I will not dwell,* he writes in answer, ' on Dr, 
' Milner's conduct further than to say, that it proves 
' him to be a man not to be trusted. The authority 

* he gave you is a full justification of what you said in 
' the House of Commons, and in my opinion it will, 

* at some time or other, be necessary for you to 

* produce it. 

* It is now incumbent on us,' he proceeds, * to cgb- 

* eider what should be done to retrieve this unfortuuate 

* step of the Catholic Bishops, and to preserve our 

* own consistency and honour. You must know enou^ 

* of the public opinion in this country to be convinced, 

* that unless the negative on the appointment of the 

* Bishops is given, particularly after such an expecta- 
' tion has been held out, and so much stress laid upon 

* it, all hope of carrying the question iu favour of the 

* Catholics must be abandoned/ 

Attempts should therefore, he thought, be nvade to 
get the CathollQ Bishops to resiind their reeohition^ or. 
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if thy would not do so, to separate the moderate 
Eiomao Catholics from them* 'Our conduct,' he pro* 
cet'ds, *as a party who have hitherto supported the 
' Calbolic claims, must necessarily be regulated iu a 
^ great degree by the same views as the moderate 

* Catholics themselves, ... at the same time that we 
' uiust be actuated by a due regai-d to our own cLa- 

* raeter and influence in the country. These, in my 
*opiaioQ, imperiously require that we should maoifest 
' a determined resistance to this ill-advised measure of 

* tile Bishops. I hope it is unnecessary to make any 
'professions as to the abstract principle of not ex- 
' cJiidiug men from civil rights on account of religious 
'opiaions. Ko man more readily assents to, or more 
*<X>rdially cherishes that principle than I do. But 

* there are few circumstances in human life, I believe 
' ^ iHay say none in politics, that can be reduced to 

* «iei^ abstractions. Expediency must operate in all, 
And he who pretends otherwise is either a hypocrite, 

' ^^ unfit for the affairs of this world. 

* If therefore the negative on the appointment of the 
bishops be a thing reasonable in itself; if it be a 
®^*iurity which, considering the particular character of 

L ^"O Papal Power (nothing like which prevails in any 
^tlier sect) may properly be required, either to allay 

* f^rs or to obviate prejudices ; if it is a point which 
*^uiot be stated to affect injuriously the rights of the 

' Catholic Church, and to which we have something 
^Huai almost to positive proof that the Catholics feel 
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* no conscientious objection ; above all, if we i 

* morally certain that without it the question cannot 

* be carried, and have pledged ourselves by recent 

* dcclarationa to an opinion of its expediency and 

* importance ; it seems to me that the interests of the 

* Catholics, no less than onr own consistency and 
' honour, require that we should make an early decla- 
' ration, that this concession is indispensable to our 

* future support of the cause.' 

At the same time my father wrote both to the 
Buke of Bedford and Lord Grenville to suggest the 
propriety of such a declaration being at once made, 
which * coming/ he said, * from those who have hitherto 
' so zealously maintained the claims of the Catholics, 
' and who have given such unequivocal proofs of tlieir 

* sincerity, by the sacrifices they have made for them, 

* could not fail, I should hope, in giving to the 

* moderate Catholics a decisive weight in an appeal, if 

* ultimately an appeal should be nece^^ry, to the 

* general body of that religion.' And to Mr, Whit- 
bread he says, in sending him a copy of his own 
correspondence on the subject with Mr, Ponsonby, 

* I am convinced that if it ' (the resolution of the Ca* 
tholic Bishops) * is persevered in, it will be impossible 

* to carry the question either in this or the succeeding 

* reign, even if there should be a King and Govem- 

* raent friendly to it ; and the only chance, as it appears 

* to me, either of preserving our own credit in the 

* country, or of destroying the influence of a malignant 
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I' pajrty amongst the Catholics, and bringing them to 

* a |X)licy absolutely neceasary for the accomplisliment 

* of t.lieir object, is to be found in tUe immediate adop- 
' tioiA of the measuie I have suggested to George 

I • Ponsonby, viz. : that it should be signified to Lord 
•Kin gall aud those amongst the leaders of the CatholiLS 

* witli whom we have been in the habit of coramuui- 

* eating, that we cannot again bring forward or sup* 

* port their question till this resolution is explained or 

* Rescinded.' 

The Duke of Bedford and Lord Grenville^aa well as 

Mr. Whitbreatl, disagreed with my &ther as to the 

propriety of such a declaration; and as its effect 

depended entirely, he thought, on the unanimity with 

which it was adopted, be had no alternative but to let 

it drop. Not that hia own opinion was in any way 

clianged : ' But when I found,* he writes to Lord 

OrLniville, * that you did not approve of my proj)osal, 

'and tliat the Duke of Bedford and Whitbread, as 

*wel] as Lord Holland, were decidedly avei^e to it, 

*as there could no longer be any question of a 

* nieasure, the whole effect of which depended on our 

*a(^recnieot^ 1 deferred it* (that is, writiug to him 

'^in on tlie subject) ' till wc coold have an oppor- 

*uoity of more full discussion.' ... * I will now only 

atat*?^' be adds, ' that everything I hear confirms me 

'^ the opinion that such a measure as I proposed 

'"OrclcMl us the only chance of again putting that im- 

p2 
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' portant question on a footing which might enable us 

* all to agree, or which could reconcile either the 

* King or the people of this country to it* And he 
further adds, with how much truth the subsequent 
history of Ireland, with its long years of selfish and 
demoralizing agitation too miserably proves, * But I 
' am convinced that the resolution of the Bishops was 

* forced upon them by the activity of a party of the 
' most malignant description, who are still most assi- 

* duously, and, for want of resistance, I fear too suo- 
' cessfuUy, employed in kindling and inflaming a 

* general spirit like their own.* 

Mr. Whitbread not only disagreed as to the pro- 
priety of such a declaration as my &,ther had thus 
suggested, but he also, unfortunately, with some of 
the more violent members of Opposition, took very 
much the same line as that of the extreme party 
in Ireland above referred to; and having hinted 
that Mr. Ponsonhy was not justified in affirming so 
positively the assent of the Catholic party to the veto, 
my father replied: 'I cannot think that (George 

* Ponsonby outstepped his authority in what he said 

* in the House of Commons. You will observe that> 

* he not only had the direct authority of Dr. Milner 

* speaking his own opinion, and what he had every 
*■ reason to believe to be the opinion of the Bishops, but^ 

* that of Lord Fingall also ; and both confirmed by the 
*■ knowledge that the negative had been formally/' 
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'offered, at iho time of the Union, by the BMiops 
' tijeruselyes.** 

'It is true that till the last Sessioa the question 
'h^ been brought forward without makiug this veto 
*a preliminary consideration; but I do not imagine 
' that anybody ever thought the claims of the Catho- 
*iic8 were to be simply cooceded, without any securi- 

* ties against the dangers which might be apprehended 

* from such a concession. Such, I am sure, was not 
' F'ox's opinion \ and I well remember his answer 

* when Pitt taunted him with his magniiicent and 
' 3 Weeping way of doing things, without any regard to 

^« provisions which might be necessary for the 
^^fetj of the Protestant Establishment ; his answer 
Was ; ** that Pitt had no right to represent him as 
*^etng less friendly to the Establishment, or less 
^tixious for its safety than he was; and that, un- 
•^Odoubtcdly, all proper securities ought to be 

I ^-QJcen/' He mentioned to me this very measure 

I *^f the negative as one of them.' 
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^1t. PonBonby being questioiied ia the House of Commonfl a& to 

'^ Authority on whicti he affirmed the readiness of the Irish clergy to 

^ ^^^»«tit to & veto oa the appointment of their Bishoi*8, replied : ' that 

^ "^ tfiade his statement on the authority of Dr. Milner, who waa a 

^ ^^t-lielic Bishop in this country, and who w&s authorised by Catholic 

^ lollops of Ireland to make the proposition, in case the measure of 

^ ^*K*aiioipation should be acceded to, that the person to be nominfttcd 

any vacant bishopric should be submitted for tho King's approba- 

^ won ; and that if the approbation was refused, ajiother peraon ebouM 

^ "8 pPopostnl, and so on in succeasion mitjl Hia Majesty's approbation 

*«oiijj |j^ obtained, so that the appointment should tin ally rest with 
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It will be seen that two years later Lord Gren- 
ville found himself compelled to write to Lord Fingall, 
as the representative of the Irish Catholics, very much 
in the sense of the declaration which my iather now 
advised. But it had not then the eflfect he believed it 
certaiol}' would have had, if it bad been adopted at 
the time that the conduct of the Irish Bishops afforded 
so complete a justification for it. 

Without anticipating what occurred with regard to 
this question in after years. I ninat here give some 
extracts from one of my father's letters to Mr. Whit- 
bread, written in January 1810, as explaining the 
principle on which he then and at all times acted with 
respect to it. 

* With respect to the Catholic Question,* he writes, 

* I must coutinue to be of the opinion that nothing can 
' be more prejudicial to the hope of carrying it in time 
' to prevent the most fatal consequence or more 

* embarrassing to those who have supported it on the 

* gn>unds on which Lord Grenville and I have sap* 

* (wrttnl it, than a renewal of the motion at the present 

* uioment t\in\ uiider the present cireumstances. . . , 

* With thegso opinions' (as to the consequences which 
would follow its introdaction) * I most deprecate the 

* dia'Ui^bii i though, if it takes pkoe, I shall not fail 

* to gi^'cv ttot a <^^i and whictant, but the most 
' )iC4ilou» :AipiH>H I cau give, lo the princtplea I 

* Mtevtv to h^ souml ; upon tke grotitid and with the 

* ^'X|4«uiMliiUtH bv which, «£« ii aiipear? u> roe, 
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f >iHncipIc3 ought pmctically to ha regulated. These 

opiaioDS aro, after much reflection, so deeply lixed 

in my mind, that I must act upon tUero, and I must 

l>«g leave to lay all considerations of popularity 

out of the question. If popularity follows me in 

doing what I believe to be right, I shall always 

l>e glad of it; but I never have, and never will, 

SELcrifice one item of what I believe to be right 

t*o obtain it, any more than I would for Court 

fcLvoar. The desire of the one may at one moment 

■" lx» imputed to rae^ and at the next the pursuit 

' of the other; and I must trust that eventually 

* my conduct will satisfy the public that neither 

* imputation haa been just. Now, I have very little 

* cioubt it will be said, as you apprehend, that the 

* last is my object ; but, probably, a ver}' short time 

* ^irill prove most unanswerably that it could not be 
' So, when, in opposition I believe to the opinion of 

* almost all my friends, I shall make the immediate 

* SeUlement of this question, the sine qu4 non of my 
^* acceptance of ofiBce.* 

What can be added to this clear and noble exposi- 
tion of his principles of action on this subject, to prove 
the high-minded singleness of purpose, which, dis- 
daining all personal cod siderat ions, made the euccesa 
of the cause his one and only aim, and to show how 
little he was disposed to make the question a weapon 
of Parliamentary warfai-e, or a stepping-stone to 
. tlicre were not wanting men, and in the 
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time, and thai if be could bat maintain a footitig upon 
the soil of tlie Peninsula, tlie time must surely and 
inevitably arrive when the restless and insatiate am- 
bition of our great enemy, leading him ever to fresh 
enterprises against the liberties of the world, would 
give the British army the opportunity of contributing 
effectively to his linal overthrow. 

At the commencement of the struggle, however> my 
father's whole sympathies went with the 8paniardB. 

* What a scene of perGdy and atrocious cruelty,' he 
writes to Mr. Whitbread in June 1808, 'this has been 

* in Spain ! Surely this villain will push things too 
'far at last, and I am sometimes inclined to hope more 
' from the despair of a people, than could at any time 
*have been effected by any combination of power. 

* If it should once begin to be attended with success 

* anywhere, there is no saying to what It might lead. 
'Spain, if the energies of that country were once 

* brought into action, affords perhaps greater means 

* for permanent resistance than any country in Europe 
^ except this, I wish Lord St. Tinceat had been otfiT 
^Cadix at tliis moraent' 

* Oao hanlly dare hope,' lie writes agmn, a few days 
latfr, ' tlial the poor Spaniards can be successful. Yet 

* their country atTords means of re^stance, and presents 
'difllciillica lo ihe attacker which be has not yet met 

* with. Mvich depends oo the man at their head, and 

* on (Im oondocC ol our QoTemiiettU This Is indeed 
*» mm ii wkwii no sactiftce would be too great 



LOKD GREY, 



219 



I 



' Men, money, ships, to the utmost exteot that the 
'country will afford them, ought to be sent without 
'delaj. It is provoking that at such a raoment so 
^gteat a proportion of all should be wanted in Sweden, 
* ^hm'&, by this time I take it, Ministers have found 

* ^h^i it was easier to blame us for not supporting that 
''iiad King, than to da so themselves. The advantage 
t>o U3, and the security to Sweden, from the attack on 

'Copenhagen, are now pretty strongly exemplified/ 

IMr. Sheridan brought the state of Spain before thQ 

ffosuge of Commons on the loth of June, but the 

ni^nner in which the motion was made by him^ and 

m^^thy the Ministers, was equally condemned by my 

fa. tier. *I never read anything/ he wrote to Mr. 

^^^ liitbread, * better contrived to do mischief in all 

'li^^aj^ as tending/ he thought, * still more to damage 

* tile character of public men, of jiarties, and of Parlia- 

'Edent ;* while 'as to its professed object of indicating 

M ^ general feeling here which might i>rove useful in 

I ^Pain, nothing could more completely fail. In thia 

^ '^ie^, however,' he adds, ' I am inclined to think soma 

SOod perhaps might have been done, if the subject 

*^5ul been introduced by a person who had not looked 

' ^Xclasiyely to the gratification of his own vanity, and 

' ^f we had not Ministers who never see anything to be 

* gained in a debate, but an opportunity of throwing 
some slur on their predecessors in office, or their op- 

^pODenta in Parliament/ 
^st strongly opposed as he was to the general tone 
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and policy of tlie Goveninient, his at l(^ast was no fiic- 
tious opposition ; aiitl he was ever ready to express Ma 
approval when the conduct of Ministers seemed to him 
to deserve it. Thus he writes to Mr. Whitbread, in July 
1808 : ' Nothing can, in my opinion, be more proper than 
the manner in which this subject is treated in the Kings 

* speech' (at the close of the Session), ' and if the Hinis- 
*ters pursue the line which their language indicates^ 

* they will have ray hearty approbation.' And in writ- 
ing to Lord Grenville, a few months later (Dec. 29th, 
1808), he says, in allusion to the assistance given to 
Spain by this country*, and to the Ministerial decla- 
ration that accompanied it (on both of which points 
Loi'd Grenville seems to have expressed an adverse 
opinion) ; * I certainly am one of those who approved 

* of giving assistance upon the largest scale to Spain, 

* and who still think if a powerful army had been sent 

* there in sufficient time, and upon a reasonable plan, 

* it might have contributed to the ultimate defeat of 

* Bonaparte's attack upon that country* I think, too, 

* that it was right first to secure Portugal, though not 

* to lock up an array there after the expulsion of tbe 

* French.' With respect to the * Declaration/ he pro- 
ceeds : * Do not think I mean to defend Canning's 

* foolish flourishes, or that upon reconsidering the 

* matter I am prepared to contend that it might not 
' have been better to avoid the pledge which has been 

* given. But of all the infamies ever incurred by & 
' nation* I think the greatest would have been, iu the 
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* then Bituation of afTairs (not quite so desperate, I 

* r€t ho|>e, as you dQnm it), to Lave appeared to aban- 
' lion the Siiaiiiards, or to have treated tuider the idea 

• of acknowledging Joseph Bonaparte as King of Spain, 
I must think that we were bound by everj' tie that 
oan bind a uation, both in interest and honour, to 
3\xpport the Spaniards as long as they have the meaos 
or resistance, aud do not themselves abandon their 
c:>^u cause/* 
H\ii feeling on this point was so strong that he says 
to Mr. Whitbrcad: *l1iis is the only thing that I 
* V>clieve could make me feel a moment's wish to be in 
office,* 
tThe Kinguine hopes, however, which he expressed 
^ti Jaly 1808» *That the Spaniards would succeed in 
their glorious enterprise,' and that * Bonaparte would 
find reason to repent of this most atrocious of all his 
* viUanics,' were soon damped, owing chiefly, as it ap- 
peared to hira, to the misconduct of our Ministers, 
EAnd on the 2 1st of April 1809, having first pointed 
out^ in a powerful speech, how the * hopes of the nation 
' ImmI \iecn raised and all their most generous syrapa- 
' tliies excited, as he trusted they would never foil to 
^ 0?«rrtur€« had been mado hj both Kusala and France* from Erfarth, 
ta 'te^fti with Englftu4 on the btujui of the ' Uti possidetis,* but m the 
VWoeli uuiiBt<*d that tbia condition dhouW embrace the ^occ^gnitiou of 
^*>""*ph BoQA(«rte m King of StJAiu, tlie overture went no further thau 
» «*<iSSk Mchaage of notes. On the l&th of December, 18C)H, tbo 
^l^teli QoTernment iaaucd n d^UratioQ (Teferred to in the »bove 
'*^^^*') apkiotng tho grottnda on which ikey had tthwbd to entertain 
^* prxHiortilion. 
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* be, when the contest is between justice, freedom, and 

* public independence^ on the one side, and the highest 

* degree of atrocity and oppression on the other ;' and 
having also shown how, under the universal sympathy 
with the cause of the Spanish people, * the voice of 
' opposition had ceased, and a liberal indulgence was 

* given to Ministers cf all they pleased to demand/ he 
moved an address to the Crown, to declare the opinion 
of the House, that it was owing to the want of informa- 
tion and foresight on the part of Ministers ; to their 
Bupincnoss, rashness, and mismanagement, as con- 
trasted with the activity , foresight, and prudence of 
the enemy j to the inadequacy of the supplies sent to 
the army •, and to the want of * any rational plan of 

* operations, either for the direction of our own exer- 
I * tions, or for combining them with those of the Spanish 

* and Portuguese nations ; that the hopes which the 
' nation had been led to entertain have been disap- 
' pointed ; a large and useless expenditure of the 

* means of the country has been incurred ; a great and 

* dangerous accession of political, naval, and military 

* strength has already been attained by the enemy ; 

* and above 7000 of His Majesty's brave troops, toge- 

* ther with their gallant commander have been sacri- 

* ficed without advantage, in an enterprise without 

* plan^ combination, or foresight, and equally ill-timed 

* and misdirected/ 

This motion was powerfully supported by Lord 
Grenville ; and the large minority, as it would even 
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low lie considered, of ninety-two peers voted in its 
Lvonr. 

X'he state of jmrties in Opposition, of which my 
fxitlicr had seen so ranch reason to complain during 
the Session of 1808, and which has been alluded to at 

I^oine length at the beginning of this Chapter, was even 
worse in 1809, and to the old causes of dissension was 
now added a new one. A Colonel Wardle had 
brought forward charges against the Duke of York 
relative to his adrainistratton of the army, and was 
supported in them, to the unspeakable disgust of my 

I father, by a large number of the more violent members 
of the Opposition. It will sufliee on this subject to 
wooTil the opinion which, id a letter written on his 
wi^r t(> London in May 1809, he thus expresses of 
Oolooei Wardle and his supporters : * From the ac- 
* counts of the debates that I have seen in the papers 
' on the road, the enrages ' (so he termed the extreme 
party by which these proceedings were instigated) 
'seem to be going on more absurdly and extra va- 
* gautly than ever* . . . The effect of their latter pro- 
* oeedings» however, J am inclined to think wiU be 
' ipood, as they must disgust all persons of sense and 
'toriouroblc feelings; and indeed it seems as if 
^^ Ministers, and House of Commons lE general, 
"''^ix^ beginning to take a little heart against them. 
' ^*U5 verj^ glad to sec that one Member spoke of 
* ^''^^^ile as 1 think he deserves, and said he would as 
^^'^'A vote thanks to Mrs. Clarke for her virtue as to 
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* him for his patriotism. I really think they stand on 

* pretty much the same ground ; oor can I conceive 
' anything Imser than the conduct which is now held 

* up as entitled to the gratitude and adiniration of tiie 

* whole countr}% An informer, however nsoful his in- 

* formation may prove, is generally shunned as an 

* infamous character •, and I do not see that Mr. 

* Wardle, who, by his own acknowledgment, formed 

* an intimacy with a vile prostitute to get into her 

* secrets, and to induce lier to betray the man whose 
' confidence she had before abused, and who stole her 

* letters for the purpose of supporting his charges, de- 

* serves to be viewed in a much better light,' 

' The violent party in the House of Commons/ he 
repeats, on hia arrival in Loudon, * are going on worse 

* than ever.' And after condemning their proceedings 
as such as would never have been countenanced * in 
' other times or by men of liberal spirit,' he proceeds ; 
' but now a new code of political morality and honour 

* has been adopted, and everything seems greedily 
' taken up that can tend to throw discredit on the 
' gene ml system of the Government. Lord Grenville 
' seems very uneasy upon this pointy as well as upon 
' the general course of public opinion, and it is impos- 

* sible not to atlniit the reasonableness of his feelings, 

* It is very difificult, however, to find a remedy for 
' evils which have been brought on by Uie manner in 

* which the present Ministers came into office, and by 
' the conduct which they have been pursuing ever 
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* since; the more especially as they seem to have no 

* plao or foresight, living from day to day, and trust- 

* ing to what accident may produce in the course of 

* each debate as it arises. They are more divided than 

* eyer amongst themselves, and a very general senti- 

* nent prevails that they cannot stand/ 

Bat as this state of things led to changes in the 
Qovemment and to negotiations for other changes 
which will require particular mention, I must reserve 
all fartlier notice of it for another chapter. 
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CHAPTER V. 

FaOM mn OvEBTtrRB BT Mb. PERotvAL TO TiJK Wmoa, Df Septembeb 

1809, TO THE COMUKSCEHEKT OF TttE ReOENCV, IN FEBRUARY 131 L 

Reports of divisioDS and dissensions amongst the 
members of the Government had been more or leas 
prevalent almost from its first formation in 1807; 
but they bad become much more general towards the 
beginning of 1809, and my father on arriving in Lon- 
don in May of that year, after writing, (May 10 th, 1 809,) 
as already quoted, that * the Ministers are more divided 

* than ever amongst themselves, and a very general 
' sentiment prevails that they cannot stand,* proceeds 
thus:— * This language, Indeed, is openly talked by 

* some of the most considerable of their adherents, and 

* even by some amongst themselves ; and if I could 

* persuade myself that anything would induce Canning 
to go out, I should believe from facts that have come 

* to my knowledge since my arrival, that his detemii- 

* nation is taken, and will be publicly announced even 

* in the course of this week. 

* If this should take place, the Administration must 
' break up ; but then I really do not know who are to 
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take their places. I have bo idea that the King 

* will submit to the conditions which we should think 

* mdispensable for our assuming office ; and, to tell 

* you the truth, this is oue of mj greatest comforts, 

* for I never looked at anything with more real horror 

* than the prospect of being called upon to take a 

* share in the Administration, in the present situation 

* of the country. The reports of my being sent for 
' are more prevalent than ever, and I have no doubt 

there are very few who do not believe that I am 
^^ome to town with that expectation. They little 
* ictiow how reluctantly I came^ and how anxiously I 
^tn looking to the moment when I may be allowed 
*o return to Howick/ 
Slit the violent section in the House of Commons, 
w Kose proceedings^ as has been shown in the preced- 
**^ chapter, my father had always so strongly depre- 
*^ted, had continued, notwithstanding all his endea- 
vours to moderate their course, to act in a manner 
'W'liicli he could only consider as, in fact, breaking up 
tlxe Opposition. * I look upon the party/ he writes 
on the 20th May, * as quite disbanded in the House 
of Commons. Thus Minis fcers have obtained a new 
* Isase by the wise conduct of those who wish to exhibit 
' thenigel^es to the country as the purest of patriots, 
^^d the most effective of its benefactors. Their 
^^**tions, however, seem to have slackened, aud if^ 
^ *^ X. think probable, they find the public growing 
^^^^ of their nonsense, they will have time to reflect 
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* on what thej have done.* And again : * The Minis- 

* ters are set up \ aod to them (this violent section) 

* the conotry will owe the benefits, whatever they may 

* be, of their contmuing in office. Not that they do 

* not yet talk of a desire to strengthen themselves, and 

* this is very generally expressed with regard to me, 

* The report of my coming in is still prevailing all 

* OTer the town, I do not think this will lead even to 

* a proposition \ but, if it does, it will be on a ground 

* to which the answer will be short and easy. If they 

* had declared^ as ten days ago I feared they would, 

* their inability to cai'rj* on the Government, it would 

* have been more embarrassing. But a proposal to 

* come in as an auxiliary to these men can admit of no 

* hesitation. The truth is, if I would treat on these 

* terms, I have no doabt I might have the Duke of 

* Portland's office before the end of the week, and aU 

* I shall get, probably, by holding off, will be still to 

* be represented as a person desirous only of place. 
' It must be confessed that there is not, in the gratitude 

* of the public, much encouragement to political virtue/ 

The dissensions in the Cabinet were soon maile pub- 
lic by the celebrated quarrel, ending in a duel, between 
Lord Castlereagh and Mr. Canning, and their conse- 
quent resignation of office ; and the Duke of Port- 
land finding it necessary, on account of the state of 
bis health,* to retke about the same time, an applica- 

* He Had a tevere {wralirtic stroke in Atjguat, autl di«d in OcloLor, 
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tioQ to the leaders of the Opposition conld no longer 

h avoided. On the 23rd of f^eptember Mr. PerceTal 

wrote to my father and Lord Greovillo to ask them 

to come to town to confer with himself and Lord 

IiVerpool, *for the puqjose of forming an extended 

* and combined Administration/ * But the proposition 

^eingj as my father had anticipated it would be, to come 

^ as auxiliaries to the exiatiog Administration, he 

Answered, without a moment's hesitation, and by return 

of post, as he had already announced his intention of 

doing : * that such an union was, with respect to him, 

riiider the present circumstances, impossible/ and that 

^ts being the answer he found himself under the 

i^^cessit^r of giving, there conld be no advantage in hig 

c^^mplying with Mr. Perceval's request that he would 

<^*>^e to London, where his appearance 'at such a 

* moment might be attended with some inconvenience.* 

Lord Grenville*3 answer was to the same effect as 

''^garded the proposed junction, but there was this 

difference between his mode of meeting the proposition 

^U<i that of my father, that he thought it right to go 

^P to London as requested by Mr, Perceval. My 

fathers only doubt as to his own course was, lest his 

^fofiil to do the same should be misconstrued ; and 

^e afterwards wrote to Mr. Whitbread, that * though 

' ^*iJte satisfied upon reflection that the line he took 

'^as, in all views, the best ; if he could have been 



^*tr. Pei'ceval'fl letter to my father, auJ tlie answer of the latter, 
^ found at length in Appendix L, p. j2f). 
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' qoite sore that Lord Grenville would have decidedj 

* to go to town, he certaialy would have met hiim 

* there/ In seading Mr. Whitbread a copy of hig 
answer to Mr. Perceval, he again says : * I am satisfied 
' in my own mind as to the propriety of what I have 

* done on the main point, though I was unfortmiately 

* without any person here to considt upon it. As to 

* the mauner, I hope there was nothing very wrong, 

* though I am by no means so confident that I onght: 

* not to have gone to town. I thought it better, howJ 
' ever, not to do so» in order to give the most decisivo 
' proof of the settled resolution, from which my refusal 

* to enter into any treaty with the present Minister^ 
' has proceeded, and to obviate, as far as I conld^ the^ 
' speculations which would necessarily arise on myj 

* appearance in London at the present moment, I 

* can hardly expect that I shall not meet with blame 

* frt>m many qnarters,^ — from many of my friends, fo^ 

* having lost what they may think a fair opportunitjj 

* of bringing back the (jOTernment to a better systemj 

* — from the atlherents of the Court, for what wilt 

* perhaps bo condemned as a hanghty and uncomply^ 

* hig di?4iHisiUon,— and from the patriots of the Crowfl 

* and Aiichtnv aii having been inQuenced by a sordid 

* i\vHm^ of itfliciv to whicli sufficient allurements wer^ 

* not hi>ld out. All this I must bear ; but I sbal 

* hopo llmt fW>m yourself and those who know me 

* HV>" ixuvduct will iikhH with a more aindid intcrpr^ 
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Mr, Whitbread quite approved of the course my 
riier liad adopted. * 1 rejoice/ be says in answer, 

* ill the decisioa yoa have made, and in the manner of 
*cioiiig it. ... I could have no doubt as to what 
' y «a would do, and in a letter to Tiernoy I antici- 

* I>abed that you would not come to town^ unless the 

* mx^m&g^ to you was directly from the King, com- 

* ixianding your attendance/ 
^r. Homer also writes on the 30th September: 

* 'OOho Cifurier (newspaper) I understand states that 
JLiOtxi Greuville is arrived ia town, but that Lord 

' Carney has declined to come. If the summons was 
from the King, how could Lord Grey refuse ? And 
if it was an invitation fi-om Perceval, how could 

* I-'Ord Grenvillc accept ? 

^Vhile at the same time Sir Samuel Romilly says of 

^is proposal : * It was probably not intended as an 

ixiault to Lord GrenviUe and Lord Grey. But surely 

' Ho greater insult could be offered to any public men, 

tba.Q to suppose them to be so eager to be in power, 

' tkat they would unite in an Administration with per- 

* 8aris whom they have constantly represented as 
^^'ing supplanted them by a dark and disgraceful 
intrigue. . . . and as having entered on their office 

' '^Poa the most unconstitutional principles.' 

^f the extracts given in a former chapter from Lord 
'^'^y's letters to Mr, Fox during the Administrations 
^^ iff. Pitt and Mr. Addington have not been for- 
^^^t^n, it will be seen that the coui-sc he now adopted 
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■Was etrlctly in accordance with the opinions he then 

■expressed as to the ouly conditions on which men 

who had been long opposed to each other in public, 

could honourably come togetlier either in or out of 

office. 

I Mr, PercevaUs overture having been thus rejected 
by the OpiKtsition leaders, the GoTcrnment was at 
lengtli reconstituted, though not till the month of 
November following, under Mr, Perceval himself, who 
added the office of First Lord of the Treasury to that 
which be already held of Chancellor of the Exchequer. 
Of this arrangement, and of the delay that took place 
in eflFecting it, my father thus writes : ' I always be- 
' lieved that the King would encourage his Ministers 

I* to try anything rather than abdicate the Government ; 
* and I also believed them to be men not to stick at 

* trifles ; but I confess I had no idea that they would 
' have the coumge, or the folly (which should it he 

* called ?), to keep the country without a Govern- 
' meut for two months, and^ after all, to venture 

* upon such an Administration as has at last been 

* formed.' 

Considering that on the declaration of the Regency, 
in little more than a year from this time, the Prince 
of Wales continued the Administration thus formed in 
office, and that he confirmed them in power at the ex- 
piration of the year of restrictions, it is amusing to read 
Colonel M'Mahon's account of the manner in which His 
m Royal Highness now received the notification of the 
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/Jirmation of Mr. Pcpceval's QDvernment. * The Prince,* 
0>loiiel M'Mabou writes to my father, 'further de- 
' SI res me to say that he is only prevented^ at this in- 

* stAfit, from writing to yon himself* by the laughter 

* ^^B^hich 80 ludicrous a ciraunstance has necessarily 
e:x:citcd; 1 I 

The Government thus reconstituted, weak as it was 
iix talent, and low as it stood in the estimation of the 
p^ililic, was strong in the support of the Crown, and in 
tl:».« continued divisions of the parties in Opposition ; 
a-MTKl notwithstanding that it was defeated in the House 
«>'f Commons on the 26th January 1810, on a motion 
fo*' inquiry into the policy and conduct of the expe- 
^ition to the Scheldt^ when the Opposition was united 
"^^ the moment, it maintained its ground successfully 
*:S^inst all attacks, till violently terminated, two years 
iater, by the assassination of Mr, Perceval in the lobby 
^^ the House of Commons, 

J^ short notice will suffice for most of the questions 
tliat were agitated in Parliament during the Session of 
18 1€. To enter into any lengthened detail of them 
vrould only be to reproduce, as far as my father 
•was concerned in the discussions that took place, the 
expression of opinions which have been already suf- 
ficiently explained. 

He concurred entirely in the condemnation so gene- 

^'^r felt and expressed regarding the Walcheren ex- 

P^'^iition^ on the ground that the object itself was per- 

^^Uy Unattainable, and if attainable, that it could have 
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DO effect whatever on tbe general result of the war. 

* When he held the seals of the Foreign Department,' 
he said in the Debate on the Address at the opening of 
the Session, * the expedition to the Scheldt, which had 
' been undertaken by the present Ministers, had been 
' frequently pressed npon him, he therefore turned his 

* attention to it, and after making every duo inquiry, 

* he waa convinced that the object of destroying the 

* arsenals at Antwerji and the shipping in the Scheldt 
' waa not attainable.' But he objected to this cxpc- 
tJition still more as pai't of a system of Mttering away 
our ibrcc in isokted and unconnected efforts, when it 
was most essential to a successful conduct of the war, 
that our resources should be husbanded with care, and, 
if we would effect any great purpose, that they should 
be concentrated and directed, in undivided power, to 
one well-considered and practical end. This was cer- 
tainly not the principle on which 40,000 men had 
been employed in the Scheldt^ 15,000 in Sicily, and 
46,000 in the Peninsula. 

With regard to the operations in the latter quarter, 
he felt it to l>e a painful duty, while doing fiill justice 
to the gallantry and good conduct of the officers and 
men who had fought at Talavera, and speaking at the 
smuo time of Lord Wellington as an able, actives, and 
enterprising officer, to object to the vote of tlwnks 
proposed by Ministers for that battle. The thanks of 
Parliaments he maintained, were only properly be- 
stoweii for decisive victoiies, !blk>wed by all the con- 
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SBfjucnces of victory * This coiild not be said of 

^'alavem. The enemy was indeed repulsed, but he 

^as not defeated. He retired in good order, and took 

''p a position where we could not venture to attack 

^hn, within sight of the field of battle. On the other 

^ard we were ourselves compelled to retreat in order 

^^> extricate the army from a jiosition of great peril, 

/^^ving our sick and wounded to the care of the 

^X^^fi^'^i^^* the resalt of which was that they fell into 

tfcfc« hands of the enemy. There was also, as it ap- 

I>'^Mired to him, a culpable want of mformation as to 

tt».« strength and positions of the French, and an 

ii.:»:»dae reliance on Spanish co-operation, which, after 

tl^* experience already acquired, could not be excused. 

But having stated his oljjections to the vote of 

***^nks to the general (not, however pushing them to 

<3ivtsion), he gave his hearty concurrence to those 

pt^oposed for the officers and men of the army, who 

**^<i, he said, 'done their duty in the most admirable 

toanncr,' 

The majority against the Government on the ques- 

tiozi. of the Scheldt expedition, had led to revived 

tX'porta of a change in the Administration 5 and my 

■ J^td Liverpool kimeelf admitted this principle in moving a vote 

«l ihaiika to Lord Wellington, in 1814, when he said, ' he was perfectly 

^^*dy to admit thai it was not merely a brilliant action that was en- 

'titled to that high honour.' But he defended the former deviation 

^^ tfcfcja principle at the time of the battle of Talavera, by adding, 

^^'^y e«r8 ago when victory appeared a stranger to every standard in 

'iittro^p^ eicept that of FraucOj it became higbly expedient to court the 

'^ adtiances of victory on the part of this country/ &c. 
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father writes, on the 30 th January 1810 ; 'My specu- 
' lation is that a new proposal will be made to us, not 
' go much for the purpose of obtaining our services, as 
' for that of making out a case which shall deprive us 
' of the support of the public \ and this attempt will, 

* I think, be successful. We shall break off on the 

* Catholic Question, and I am convinced there will be 

* a greater clamour against us than on any former 
' occasion/ 

That question was again in agitation, and the pro- 
ceedings of the Irish Catholics were as embarrassing 
us ever to its real friends. Lord Grenville bad at 
length felt it necessary, in consequence of the course 
they were now pui'suing, to write to Lord Fin gall in 
tho sense of the declaration advised by my father in 
1808 on tho repudiation of the veto by the bishops.* 
Ot tJiis letter my father says (February 3, 1810) : * I 

* am 8ony you do not approve of Lord Greuville's 

* letter, aa my advice had a material influence in its 

* being written. We must look not only at what is 

* mvcasary to gratify the feelings of the Catholics, but 

* to what is due to our own characters and to the feel- 

* ings and opinions of the people here. 

* Whilst the Catholics of Ireland, acting under the 
' iulhiontT of j)or90iis whose views are of the most 
' nii;*chievou5i nature, reject all reasonable measures, 

* all atttHivpts to carry their question must be hopeless. 

* Wi> have, Itesides, n duty imposed upoa us not to 
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a^cquiesco in pretensions which, both in themselves, 
skod much more in the manner of urging them, are 

* cjiiite uryostifiable. In such circumstances it ap- 

* j>oart?d to me that the only line we could take, either 
^witb advantage to them or with honour to ourselves, 
^^SJA, at the same time that we gave them what must 

•" 1^6 considered by all reasonable men as a sufficient 

* plctigo of our sincerity, to endeavour to bring them 

* l>ack to a more reasonable consideration of their own 

'interests; and on the other hand, to prove to the 

* people of this country that in contending for the ad- 
' mission of the Catholics to the full enjoyment of the 

* civil constitution of their country, we are not indif- 
'fcrent as to the best means of securing our own 

* €«tal>lishmcnts, civil and religious. It is with a view 

* to this double eftcct that Lord GrcnvLLle*a letter was 

* written.' . . . ' Determined as I am,* he adds, * not 
' to iicccpt office without the concession of full power 

* Jo settle ^this difficult question immediately, these 

* ptjvious fsteps will, I think, also be useful in showing 
P ^e reasonableness of our views, though I doubt mucli 

f whether tliey will be sufficient to obviate the clamour 

J wlui:h, after such a refusal, I foresee will be raised 

Lost us.* 

^^^ effect of the letter in Ireland disappointed my 

»*ihet'8 ex|X'c tat ions, without, however, changing his 

^lioa as to its propriety. *The accounts from 

' 'Inland,* he writes, on the 5th of Fcbraar)% * arc 

''^ry bad. Lord Grenvillc's letter has been very 
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' badly received, and the violent party are doing all 

* they can, and, I fear, with too mach success, to 

* inflame the body of the Catholics. I do not» how- 
' ever, alter my opinion with respect to the propriety 
' of the measure, though what I hear increases my 
' regret that it was not taken when I first proposed it' 

On the 22nd of February my father presented the 
petition of the English Catholics to the House of 
Lords, but stated at the same time that considering 
' all the circumstances of the case in another part of 

* His Majesty's dominions,* he did not intend to make 
any motion on the subject during the present Session. 
He saw the hopelessness of success unless some check 
could be given to the course pursued by the violent 
party in Ireland. The unprincipled men, however, 
who composed that party found their own advantage 
in the agitation they kept up for so many years ; and 
to them, fully as much as to the selfish English poli- 
ticians who were content to compromise their opinions 
on this important question for the sake of office (and 
to both these parties, much more than to the regular 
opponents of Catholic Emancipation), may be ascribed 
the long and injurious delay that took place in its 
settlement. 

But when Lord Donoughmore, in presenting the 
petition from the Irish Catholics, moved that it should 
be referred to the consideration of a Committee, true to 
the principle he had ever professed, of giving his most 
zealous support to the question whenever it was 
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*>roiigiit forward, however unseasonable he might him- 

^f consider the discussion, my father made a powerfid 

speech in favour of the motion. He did not, however, 

^^Qcttal, in the course of it, his opinion of the un- 

^ortuimte consequences resulting from the conduct of 

i^e bishops on the veto, and explained clearly the 

principles on which he had ever acted in accordance 

'^ith the expressed opinions of Mr, Fox in advocating 

»^© measure of Emancipation, 
2sotwithstanding the appearance of union in the 
C> japosition displayed by the majority agaiust Govcrn- 
- tt^^^nt in the House of Commons on the question of the 
B ^^^^heldt exjjeditioUj the state of the parties composiog 
't- had at no time been more unsatisfactory, and the 
^^'^^^^aiduet and language of the violent section had latterly 
l*^^come such as to make it imperative both in my 
fe^. ther's and Lord Grenville^s opinion that they should 
t^^«ablicly disclaim being pai-ties to them. 

The doctrine which has now become so fashionable 

^ i d not then prevail ; that the leader of a party, 

i^^liether ia or out of office, was justified, in exchange 

^<>i the votes of his followers when they were required 

on a great emergency, in allowing them at other times 

'^^ atmost license of language and conduct. Even in 

*^l>|iosition, the leader of a party then felt himself 

^^Und to control, or if he could not control, to disavow, 

*^<3 proceedings of his followers whenever they over- 

^^pped those limits of discretion and moderation 

-^tliiu which he thought they ought to be confined. 

1*hus, on the occasion of a dinner given by the 
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Livery of Londoa to Mr. WMtbrcad, at whidi tl 
language used seems to have beea more than on] 
narDy violent, Lord Grcnville had thought it necessai 
publicly to mark his disapprobation of it ; and havii 
communicated to my father the steps he had taken fi 
that purpose, the latter, writing from Woburn, thi 
replies — h 

' I cannot give you a stronger proof of my M 
' currcnce in the propriety of the measure itself an 

* of the sentiments which yon have expressed, thaa h 

* telliog you that in my way hither, in conversing c 

* this matter, I expressed to Tierney, who acoompauic 

* me, my wish that you might be induced to do exactl 

* what you have done/ ... * Bat whatever we ma 
' ultimately resolve upon, whether to persevere in 

' regular Opposition, reduced as it must be in number 

* and standing between two parties to whose views, 

* opposite ways* we are equally hostile ; or to wi^ 

* draw ourselves from a very constant and act 

* attendance iu Parliament ; It is equally neces 
' ccNiatdQriiig what we owe both to the country anc 

* our own character, that we should mark by 

* such declamtion as you propose, the principles 
' which wo act* . * ■ After stating hts objectioij 
on© or two modes that had been suggested for 
ing this object, he proceeds; *Now I she 

* anxious to mark equally the line of distinetic 

* twceu u^ and the Ministers on the one hanj 

* Ihiw who are lirgiug these pi^ular questions 

* [HTnicious modes oa the other. Ithadoccund 
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' tiiercforv, that the best way of doing this would be 
* to move ati address to the King, con laJQiug a general 

* statement of the di^ercnt clrcumstaQces which mcoace 

* the safety of the country, in which all these topics 
f might be introduced. This being done in both 

* Eooaes would mark clearly to the country the priu* 

* ctple« on which we act, in such a manner as ought to 
lie above suspicion, and would also show what is the 
niimber and character of those on whom, acting upon 

' these principles, we can depend for support, 
* Should this plan appear to you advisable, such a 

* motioQ would naturally come after the other great 

* subjects, guch as the Spanish and Catholic questions, 
' Jtfe disposed of; and would, I think, be a satisfactory 

* way of winding np the Session. If you approve of 
''t I should have no objection to move such an 
' address, unless you feel that it would be more proper 

t^ $\*n to do it yourself In drawing it up great 
*i^ will be required, and for this we must necessarily 
T^ly chiefly on you.' 
The course my father thus suggested seems to have 
■feo only partially adopted, for I cannot find that 
'^^y address, in the sense proposed, was moved in the 
House of Commons. But on the 13th of June, in 
*^Pdaoce with the views above expressed, he himself 
"^^Vcd an address to the King in the House of Lords, 
*•» the state of the nation. In the course of the speech 
*^ introducing that ninti»uu he marked strongly tlie 
drlTf rorus' lt.>nveeu himself and those of whose condiict 
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lio had expressed such stroDg disapprobation, more 
particularly on the two questions then most violently 
agitated out of doors — those of Parliamentary Reform 
and the Priyilcgcs of Parliament. 

The subject of the latter, of which my father was 
over a stout upholder, had become involved in a 
question that had been raised relative to the printing 
uiul publication of the debates in the House of 
(\niuuous. A Mr. Gale Jones, President of a de- 
l^aing siKioty called the * British Forum,' had spoken 
of Ihi^ proooodings of the House in enforcing their 
onloi^ \m this subject, in a manner that had been 
uiuMiittHHUi^ly voted to be a breach of privilege, for 
\^hioh» bv Another vote of the House, he had been 
v\xtumiitK\i U^ Nowgat4>. The power of committal 
jhus& ckiiuhxl by tho House of Commons, had, how- 
vxvr, Nvu Kmil^v called in question, and the part 
^ivu b\ Sir Ftnmoi? Buidett in the discussions that 
A*\v«\\ Au<i WKMV i^ttrticalarly a letter written by him 
vst^ (t^^ s^^^^^( tv^ h^ vvastituents, had also been voted 
^\\ ^IK' Uvsit!^ tv> b^ a Aurrant breach of their privi- 
K'fiilvviK »:Ki Wft^i M to hb oMomittal also to the 

\1vtx %^Ht ;-Xh >s£;cr»I vr the m<]6t violent outbreak, 
M^^^ ,>^»«j:tv\^ 9v.» »cix^ jMur.OfeW <n the part of the 
U*vM\^V< A* i-K" ^x<c«: Euc^ w>ir CTMT to be caUed^ 
U'x'vx x.^vwvv ss^ )d»r vVCft5ft.Ni oc Sir F^nntis Burdett'^ 
K V X vN>.*\\>vv A' vV D'vw. tv^ulsBHr m k»B of life ^ 
^v«x; ^v^vv;v>a.x ^\\t:;r«^jt .aT ivst ;^ pizt$ of the oonntrr^ 
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ikoiietic notions^ and those general and vague specu- 
lations, whicb it was the * folly and presumption of 
' the present day ' to adopt ; and hia dissent from 
tlosc ' dangerous errors which were not then for the 

* first tinje propagated in this country by mischievous 

* or misguided men ;' supiiorting his argument by the 
auUiority of Mr, Fox, ' than whom,' he said, * there 

* never existed one who more fully understood the 

* principles, or more affectionately appreciated the 
blessings of the venerable Constitution under which 
^t^ lived. If in hig political creed there was one 
^*'ticle which he held more steadfastly than another, 
It Was, that while a system was practically good, he 
^<*tild always abstain from mending it by theories.' 

* Never, my Lords/ my father said, 'can I forget 
^'8 powerful observations when, in his place in 
^**rliaraent, he stilted his conviction of the absolute 
^^Possibility of providing for all the variet}- of 
«Unian events, by any previous speculative plans. 
^r, said he, I think that if a number of the wisest, 
^^lest, and most virtuous men that ever adorned and 
'*^ proved human life, were collected together and 
setitcd round a table, to devise, h priori, a Constitu- 
••^Oti for a State, it is my persuasion that, notwith- 
standing all their ability and virtue, they would not 
sueceed in adapting a system to the purposes rc- 
'l^ired, but must necessarily leave it to be fitted by 
^''^at alterations in the pmctice, and many deviations 
•^in the original design. And this opinion he was 
^»ii t to illustrate by the familiar but apt example of 



38^ z^^si .^30. LEianie je 

' ^ysmty wad. wnadBssantL Tafprmtsx icsi^wd ipon 
"a/h whaa. wm lex^^ y^ kznwT 9 a^yLjt ercty 
^ v£UL TT *i TTPnoE^ iZ. -Bi!^ upaaui a m agian vki^ in 
" iu: mgrnrxKBTB - MmiuMLiiiL if iL ^v«R is^id to be 

' isu: "Vf ivjL u. X rzifor psscr pba nigfrt be, 

* XT' imst w ?9 sa^icOiiiur sd ^^ccBEBonfioiis is one 

* To -i* prin^fpfe rf prx^al EefTfn," mt fiulier 
fif/r.<i:3VifL * TO wTseir ezf:«ei by uat creM stetee- 
' losu^ Le vas <kteaiafE*i to adsere.* aain repemting, 
^ tJat tb<e remedT be soc^i sb^ki be limited by tbe 

* *na?X{ZJi defect?. sbooM be cmked oox by the Con- 
^ rtitQtiori iueU; and tbat be vonld not launch 

* oat into any extraragance of tbeofy, which even 

* af/fjK:aracc<^ might recommend.' . . . These opinions 
trfrfv; tb<^ same as he had held in 1792, when, as <Nie 
of the Society of the Friends of the people, * it was 

* hia UXfi thr^n, as it was now, to have their motives 
' M\i\ (*/fw\n(tt made the subject of great and nnmerited 

* (AfUt*\uy by the same description of persons who now 

* H^fWtrilH? IIS a« no sincere friends to Refonn — ^no real 

* tulvtHsiU'H for the rights of the people — ^becanse we 

* wf-rf', not prf»f)arc<l to support; what was then, as it 
' \h now, called, and most falsely called, a Radical 

* Itofonn.* 

My fatlK^r ilion (jnotcd the declaration wbich, in 
«'cniwMjii(»niM! of the proceedings of other societies, with 
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iriicb they declined all intercourse, the Friends of the 
People thoaght it right to make ia 1792, explanatory 
of the moderate and constitutional principles on which 
they bad themselves acted on this question. 

* We profess not/ it was stated in this declaration, 

to etitertain a wish that the great plans of public 

benefit which Mr. Paine lias so powerfully rccom- 

monded should be carried into effect ; nor to amuse 

oixr fellow-citizens with the magnificent promise of 

ola> taining for them the Rights of tbe People in their 

full extent — the indefinite language of delusion 

"^^liich, by opening unbounded prospects of political 

a^ venture, tends to destroy that public opinion which 

*s tlie supfiort of all true Governments, and to excite 

^ spirit of innovation of which no wisdom can foresee 

^^e effect, nor skill divert the course. Vfe view man 

^^ he is, the creature of habit as well as of reason. 

*^e think it, therefore, our bound en duty to proix)se 

^^ extreme changes, whicii, however specious in 

tlieory, can never be accomplished without violence 

^ the settled opinions of mankind, nor attempted 

Without endangering some of the most inestimable ad- 

^U tages we enjoy. We are convinced that the people 

*^ti,r a fixed attachment to the happy form of our 

Government, and to the genuine principles of the 

. ^^tigtitutioD* These we cherish as the objects of 

®Uo|j attachment, not from any implicit reverence or 

*^^-*itual superstition, but as institutions best calcu- 

^t<»d to produce the happiness of man in civil society ; 
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* and it is because we are convinced that abases are 

* undennining aitd cornipting them, that wc have 

* associated for the preservation of those principles 

* We wish to reform the Constitutioa, because we wisb 
' to preserve it.' This declaration, which concluded 
with declining all further intercourse with a Society 
whose views appeared to be * irreconcileablc with 
' those real interests ' on which the Society of the 
Friends of the People * professed to inform and en- 
' lighten the people/ was signed by the late Duke of 
Bedford, then Lord John Russell. 

My father then added : ' These are the opinions 

* now censured and misrepresented by the very same 

* men with whom I still disclaim all intercourse or co- 

* operation,* And he cohol tides his remarks on the 
subject by declaring : * The only Reform which alone 
' I will support is that which amends— not that which 

* would subvert the Constitution. The change which I 
' desire to see effected by temperate and constitutional 

* means, is one which has for its object the restoration 

* not the ruin of the Government When I act, my 
' Lonis, it will be in opposition to men, who, under the 

* pretext of Reform, would drive us into wild and 
' extravagant theories, wholly inconsistent with the 

* fundamental principles of our system/ 

Here spoke the true Conservative statesniau ! 
Strange, that so many years should yet have to 
elapse, before those who proFessed more particularly 
to be the rhampions of the Constitution, could learn 
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wbiit appears to lis at the presetit day the self-evident 

troth— that to maintain an admitted abuse from fear 

of the iK)8sible lengths to which ionoyation (as it 

was called) might be pushed, was a source of weak- 

oesSy not of strength, to the cause they supported. 

rfaviog thus once more placed upon record the 
principles on which he had ever supported the ques- 
tion of ParHamentary Reform, my father exprcj^cd 
an ecioal anxiety ' to meet and correct those peruictous 

* errors, which are industriously propagated out of 

* doors, respecting the privileges of Parliameut/ These 
privileges he considered to *rest upon their knowu 

* utility, and upon their being uecessarj' for preserving 

* llu^t freedom of discussion and power of inquiry, 
*witlioat which Parliament would be inctipacitated 

* rn>in discharjriug its mast imixjrtant functions. . . , 

* Beprived of such powers what security has Parlia* 

* weuf ? What security have the people, for that just 
*afl«J nuprejudiced discuasion, for that freedom of 

deliberation, and for those ministerial functions on 

* »hii»I|^ above all other privileges, our most valuable 
*^Sbt« depend? . » . And though such powers should 
^ Curried to the extent of imprisoning persons? guilty 
™ a. eon tempt of its authority, it must still be rc- 
^^^^Ti Ijered that they are exercised for the protection of 
*'**^ r>eople, and the maintenance of public liberty. . , 

-^fi^ainst what obstructions,' he proceeds to ask, 

ft ie ^ 

I " It that the privileges of Parliament are intended 
I ^ T>t-^*vidf' '^ If it not a^rainst (he influence of the 
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* Crown ? Certainly, niv Lords ; and there is no mt 

* who would go farther than 1 would in oppoeitic 
' to an uDJastifiable exercise of that inflnence. But 

* it not possible for other persons to excite again 

* Parliament a popular indignation, equally fat^| 
' that oncontTOlled discussion which constitutes i 

* eflaence ? If its deliberations may be interrupted li 

* popular insult and commotion, as well as by Koy 

* encroachment — if its decisions can be made tl 

* subject of the most degrading calomnies, and widel 

* extended slanders — is not the " Civiora ardor pra^ 

* juljentiam *' as necessary to be resisted as the onco 
' stitutional invasion of the Crown upon its frcedon 

* In either case, PaHiament, I contend, mnst posse 

* a power commensurate to the evil, to be esercisi 

* internally and separately by either House, witbo 

* recurring to any other branch of the legislature,^ 

This doctrine he proceeded to show was that of 
ancestors. It had been held by the best and abl€ 
of our statesmen ever since the Revolution. It w 
the doctrine of Mr. Fos, of Mr. Pitt, Mr» Burke, ai 
other leading men of that day. ' But,* he added, ' 
' will not rest my argument upon authorities howev 
' eminent and distinguished. It stands upon t1 
' broad basis I have already stated — of general utilit 
' and the absolute necessity of such powers, in opd 

* to preserve to Parliament the due exercise of the 
' imiwrtant functions with which it is entrusted/ ^ 

Havingy then, combated the ' popular argumH 
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' which,' he said, *liacl been employed to excite in the 

'pRblic mind an aversion to the existence of tbose 

'privileges,' — haTing sbown how little Sir Francis 

^urdett was entitled, by his conduct on this question, 

* to Ijold himself forth aa a martyr in the same good 

* olfl cause for which Hampden died in the field 

'and Sydney and Eu&sell on tho scaffold : ' the 

' ftiTictions of the Crowrj,* he proceeded, * are those of 

benignity and mercy ; and it is impossible in their 

^^cffcise to bring the Monarch into such a conflict 

i "^^ith the passions and prejudices of his people as 

B ''^oald render such a jiower necessary. . . But with 

V **^^rd to Parliament the case was widely different. 

V **u,rl!anient has often to originate harsh measures. 
■ ^rom it spring all the revenue laws ; indeed, all their 
" ^fdinances are restraints npon the people; and, as 

*^^r, Burke observed, the very imposition of taxes 
■^Tings them and the people into perpetual conflict 
^vith each other. But though severe and nnpalat- 
^Ijle, their measures are still necessary, and they 
*^^ht to possess the means and power of protection 
sxgainst any effort of popular discontent.' 
Resolved, therefore, to assist to the utmost of his 
Pov^cr in upholding privileges, the maintenance of 
^'liich he considered so essential to the best interests 
^^r the conntry, he thus concluded : ' In following this 
«^oai>sc I am by no means insensible to the danger of 
^^misrepresentation which I incur, nor of the obloquy 
^ which my motives and conduct will probably be 
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' exposed. I know how easy it would haye been lo 
' have taken up the popular side of the questiou, and 

* meanly to have courted popular applause at the 

* expense of sincerity and principle- But such a 
' line is little suited to the habits of my life ; still less 
' consistent with the feelings and principles by which 
' my public conduct lias been governed, I am not* 

* however, ignorant/ he said, with that indignation 
which the proceedings out of doors had so justly 
excited, * of the degrading artifices by which this 

* applause is acquired,^ artifices with which neither 
' virtue nor talents have any connection, — arts which 

* men possessed of neither are best fitted to practise — 

* mensu ch as we have lived to see in the present day, -^ 

* who» renouncing the obligations of faith and honour, 

* breaking through all the bonds and engagements 

* that hold society together, have, m their career oP 

* foul slander and dirty calumny, entirely set them- 

* selves above all the decencies of private life— above 

* all the courtesies which men who really endeavour 

* to discharge their duty, willingly concede to their 
' adversaries. For such arts, and for those who have 

* recourse to them, I shall ever feel a sovereign con- 

* terapt ; by me they can never be practised, even to 
'- acquire the highest favour that my coimtry can 

* bestow. It is true I cannot but feel a deep regret 
' if I should see myself deprived of my popularity by 

* any misunderstanding of my views and objects on 
' the part of the people. Tliis is, however, a sacrifice 
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*H'hich I am eomfyellcd to make in common with men 

* in all ages much greater than I can ever hope to be, 

* But, my Lords, it excites my warmest indignation 
I* lo lye robbed of it through the basest misrepresenta- 
tions and vilest delusions, practised by men who, 

* vithout auy regard to truth, sacrifice eyery virtuous 
L^aud truly patriotic object to the shouts of a vulgar 
[*claiiiour. Yet even to this mortification I can submit 

' Wr'ith patience, feeling that it is the result of a defect 

I' inherent in all free Govern men ts. It has indeed 
*be©u truly said, that, in the distribution of her 
* favours, popularity is as blind and fickle as fortune. 
* If it should follow my humble efforts in that pursuit 
' which I feel to be alone compatible with mine own 
'botiour and my country's interests, I would hail it 
**» a most grateful proof of having faithfully dis- 
' charged my duty; but if I am reduced to the 
'^t«.»niative between jjopularity and freedom of 
' thought and action, I cannot ever hesitate a moment 
^ ^luit decision to make. 

^PBteer every sacrifice I never could endure that 

weirdest of all servitudes, that lowest of all degrada- 

■ * tions, that most despicable and abandoned of all 

" * pttrstiits— the deep and inexpiable guilt of flattering 

* the worst passions of a capricious multitude, only to 

^ttde and betrav thorn !' 



* LAudo manentem. Si oeleres quatit 

' Peimaa, redgno quiB dedit, pr^baniquo 

* Ftiuperiein sine dots qufflro/ 
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He coold no more condescend, then, as a leader o 
tbe Opposition, to conceal or compromise his opinion 
for the sake of popularity out of doors or support ij 
Parliament, than he could in later times stoop to th 
degradation (too eommoQly submitted to since hi 
time) of standing, as he himself expressed it, tb 
* shadow of a Minister/ unable to guide the coarse c 
his own policy, in order to retain power. 

But the violence of an extreme party waa not th 
only danger which threatened the unitj^ of OpftOHitioi 
in 1810. Towards the end of that year the return o 
the King's malady had again raised the question of i 
Regency ; and this was the source of a much more legi 
timate fear lest the good understanding which liad si 
fi^ existed between my father and Ijord Grenville» ai 
the leaders of the different parties c^^mposing thi 
Opposition, might not be maintained. ^M 

When the question was last discussed in 1788, 1^ 
Grenville, as a member of Mr. Pitt's Goveruinenl^ 
which proposed to proceed by Bill, and my father, aa 
a follower and supporter of Mr. Fos, who stoutly 
upheld the inherent right of the Prince of "Wales to 
supply^ as heir apparent to the Crown, the want occa- 
sioned by the incapacity of the King, and who argued 
that the proper moik of proceeding was by address ta 
his Royal Highness to assume that authority which 
of right belonged to him, had been directly opposed 
to each other oti a question of constitutional 
ciple which admitted of no compromise. 
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iVCitiisters now propo^scd toiidoptthc precedent of 1788 
Lxx all tlic proceedings rendered necessary by the Kiug*s 
p^x'^sent iliuesa, the same question of priociple came 
sk..^aiD into discussion, on which the Opposition leaders 
ntmnst necessarily be a.L^in diTided against each other. 

That spirit of forbearance, however, wliich had 

ta^itherto distinguished their political connection, and 

oxa which, indeed, it had beeu origioally founded, suc- 

C5^eded in averting this danger, and that too without 

tiao slightest compromise of principle, or unworthy 

c3C»acealment of opinion on either part. 

On both sides the principles which had guided the 
*5otidact of each iu 1788 were again avowed, but with- 
*^titauy unnecessary vehemence, or any revival, except 
^0 the part of some of the more violent members of 
*^e House of Commons, of bygone differences.* 

In fact, the dilTerencc between those who advocated 
tte procedure by Bill, and those who supported that 
V Address, was only one as to the means by which 
»n end, equally desired by both parties, was to be 
ifrived at. All agreed as to the Prince of Wales 
^ing the proper person in whom the authority and 
fttiictions of the Sovereign should be vested during 
*te incapacity of the King, and the only question was, 
whether he was to receive that authority m delegated 
^ Um by the two Hoases, or to assume it as an 

Sir Somnel Rorailly, io particular, made a violent attack on tho 
f i!**^^* of Mr. Pittt in a speech of wMcb be luinaelf eajs, in hia Diajy, 
jj** Jt gftve as much diapleasure to tie lea4era of the Oppoaition m to 
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inherent right, belonging to him as heir apparent to ihe 
Crown. Lord Holland, on the 27th December, in mov- 
ing his amendment to the second resolution of Govern- 
ment, affirming the right of Parliament, &c., said : * It 

* was a resolution on which there was a recorded differ- 

* ence of opinion. . . . Some persons thought the Heir 

* Apparent had a right to the office of Regent^ some 
' thought the right to appoint was vested in the two 

* Houses. All these jarring opinions, these metaphy- 
« sical niceties in discussion, resolved themselves into 
^ arguments of logic and grammar. But all men knew 

* there could be but one Regent, and the universal 

* wish was that the Royal authority should be con- 

* ferred on the Heir Apparent.' 

An important constitutional principle was no doubt 
involved in the question, and one that could not 
lightly be put on one side for the sake of agreement ; 
but this point once decided, the accordance between 
the Opposition leaders on other points was as cordial 
as ever, and any hopes that the Government might 
have entertained of exciting dissension between them 
on this subject were happily disappointed. 

My father did not, however, himself attend the 
discussions that now took place on this question. He 
had gone up to town, indeed, on the first announce- 
ment of the King's illness, and waited till the expira- 
tion of a second adjournment of a fortnight, to which. 
he and Lord Grenville had equally objected, without, 
however, pushing their opposition beyond objections in. 
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«kbato, DO division being taken on the subject. * We 
' have deternained/ my father writes, * to acquiesce 
' Under a strong protest/ ... * I should have been 
for more vigorous measures, but excessive prudence 
is the order of the day.' But when on the 2Dth of 
-N'cTember, in consequence of a report from the phy- 
sicians exaraiDed before the Privy Council on the 
2 Stfa, fiivourable to the hope of a re-establishmeut of 
tfae King^s health, Ministens proposed and carried a 
further adjournment to the 13th of December^ my 
^^ther at once returned to Northumberland. He had, 
i IX fact, remained in town most reluctantly even for so 
loDg. He was extremely anxious to get home in con- 
®€<jtience of my mother's expected confinement ; and in 
'^^riting to Mr. TVhitbread, shortly after his return, to 
^'motince that event, he said, * I would not have been 
absent, to be myself Regent or King.' 
But though thus prevented from taking any per- 
gonal part in the discussions on the preliminary reso- 
lutions proposed by Government, or in the debates on 
t^e method * proposed for giving a legal existence to the 
Parliament, my father's friends had the full benefit of 
^ia opinions in writing ; and the proceedings of the 
^''tig party in the House of I^ords, in opposition to 
the course pursued by Ministers, was entirely in 

* Of thia method Lord Holland said that it had been ' ludicroualj, 
* but ikappUy and accurately called by ita opponents " the Phftntom."* 
^^^ fey this name, during the discuasiona upon it, the procseeding by 
^'^^ UmiateTB proposed to imply the Royal Asaant to their meaaurea, 
•^ »ei7 generally known. 





258 



LIFE AND UPlinONS OF 







accordance with tlie advice given in the foliowing 
extracts from a letter of the 17th December to Lord 
Holland : — 

* If the Ministers intend,* he writes, * to follow, tvr 

* bfUim et literatim, the precedent of 1788, they will 
^ begin, I presume, with resolutions ; — for these, how- 
' ever, there cannot now be urged the same pretence, _ 

* There has now l3een no assertion of right, nor any 
' claim made, or insinuated, which can be stated, as it*^ 

* was then, to l>e a bar to the functions of the tw 
' Houses. Such resolutions would now, therefore, 

* a mere gratuitous assertion of a right which, thongli 

* perhaps disputable, has not been disputed, and ar» 

* calculated, therefore, oaly to recal diOferences, 

* create diTisions, and to produce an unu 

* delav in a proceeding which nobody can now coi 
' tend ought to be delayed beyond what absoln 

* necessity may render unaToidable. These resol 

* tions should therefore, I think, be in the first i 
' stance objected to on this* ground, and the Previoi 

* Question moved upon them. 

* If this should not be thought expedient, as creatii 

* a superfluous debate (the force of which objection 

* acknowledge), or if the question should be lost;, y 

* must then amend the Resolutions, it being impos&i 

* for us to assent to them in kbe form in which th 

* iraro mofed in 1786. And as I thought it mi 
' siiTQ you some trouble^ or at least aSbid a gro 

deliberation. I have drawn up what follows, 
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beginning of this letter, reconcile Lord Greaville, or 
at least some of those who were implicated with the 
Qovernment of 1788, to this mode of proceeding. 
The words I have adopted have been carefully framed 
to prevent our beiag supposed to imply any opinion 
as to the expediency, in any case, of any limitations 
on the power of the Regent. They leave it open, 
hoM'ever, to those who think such limitations right 
and ueceasaiy, to propose them, and impose as strong 
» restraint as the united authority of the two Houses 
can impose on the Regent, with respect to the exer- 
cise of all such powers as can be supposed to be the 
' subject of limitations, till the matter shall have been 
'discussed in a Parliament legally comixjsed of the 

I' TTiree Estates/ 
Iti the commencement of this letter my father had 
alluded to the probability of Ministers being 'driven 
to ibe necessity of proposing some measure for the 
issue of money* which, in any form that such a thing 
can be done,* he said, * appeared to him so decided an 
^isnrpation of the Royal authority in one of its most 
important functions, and so complete a subversion of 
the securities of the Constitution, as far as they may 
*^^Pend upon the principles of an hereditary monarchy 
' ' . , that he could not help l>elieving that Lord 
^'^aville, feeling him self compelled to choose between 
I tUs^ and what we contend to be the ample, correct, 
M *^ only constitutional course, will determine in 



^^:^T of the latter/ 
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While, howerer, my fotlier was tbos anxionSr in 
fmmiug resolntioDd which sboQld express his opinions 
and principles on the constitutional qnesfcion that was 
now under discosgioD, to do so in the manner most 
likely to nemoye Lord GrenviBe*s difficulties in coin- 
ciding with them, he felt that the open and decided 
assertion of those principles must be the Itrst objects ^ 
And if, notwithstanding all his endeavonrs to aroid it, 
the division of the party shonld be the result, * the 

* case is too important/ he writes to Mr. Whitbread^. 
' not to impose upon us the duty of maintaining 

* own opinioiis, and of moring an address to the Prin^ 

* to assame the functions of the King dmii^ his inca^ 

* pacity, as the plainest, the most direct, and onl^ 

* constitutional mode of supplying that deficiency/ 

The course suggested by my father was exactly 
&>llowed in the House of Lords ; and Ministers having 
proposed the resolutions which had been adopted in 
1788, Lord Hollaad moTed amended ones, nearly woid 
for word as they bad been drawn up by my father. 

It is no part of my parpose to gire any account of 
the debates which took pkce on the subject ; but I may 
mention that one main atgnment against the proposal 
of Ministers was based upon the ground of its being 
an infringement upon the prerogatives of the Crown, 
wfakh waa» in fiurt^ an infirtDeemeni of the rigtits of the 
people. 'I contend/ Lord HoUand ^$id, 'that these 
' prerogatives have been eonJerred for their Beiiirity — 
' that they are a part of ibeir rights^thut niilesd 
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to their interests and conducire to their 
fetr, they ought not to exist at all — but being their 
right, and being necessary for their eecimty and wel- 
iro, there exists no other power bat that of a full 
T*arliament competent to wrest them from them/ 
My father also spoke on a subsequent occasion of 
tlie Royal prerogatives as *not given for the personal 

* advantage of the monarch,' but as ' trnsts vested for 

* the benefit and advantage of the people.' 

The opposition to the Government proposal was 
followed by the i-esult which m}' father had anticipated ; 

* for do not imagine/ he says in concluding the letter 
Above quoted, * because in some parts of what I have 

* Written respecting the amended resolutions, 1 have 

* expressed myself as if they might be carried, that I 

* think there is the smallest chance of such a result. 
' I liave no doubt that the Ministers will carry sub- 

statitially whatever they propose/ And so indeed 

it proved. The amendments were all negatived ; the 

^binl and fourth resolutions* as drawn up by my father 

(moved as a single resolution by Lord Holland), the 

«lilj ones which were pressed to a division^ being 

*^J0f.ted by a majority of one hundred to seventy-four. 

Ijtjrd Greiiville voted in the majority, and reasserted 

*i» the del«4i(^' the princit>les on which the Government 

**f 1788 had acted. But the division which had been 

"f^jri'lieiided as likely to result fmm the opi>ositc views 

*^*^trortiiiniHi on Uiis question by the different {xirtievS in 

*^S •position, did uot oceur. Lord GrenviUe stated the 
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gjroiuids cuk wiudi he dilfared finom his picseiii frienfa 
OD. this point temperately and calmlj': nor nas thfl 
cordiality with which he acted with tiieiii on ewer^ 
other point, interrupted for a sii^ moment bj this 
partial difference of opinion. 

The preliminary resoIiiti<Mis having been cairieds 
they were followed by five others defining the con- 
ditions and limitations nnder which it was proposed ta 
confer, by Bill, the Regency on the Prince of Wales ; 
and these haying been i^reed to, after considerable 
discussion, during which several amendments were 
carried in both Houses against the Government, they 
were communicated to the Prince by a joint deputation 
from the Lords and CJommons on the 11th of January 
1811. 

My fother had been unavoidably detained in the 
country during the whole of these discussions, and 
only arrived in London a day or two before Lord 
Liverpool moved the final resolution, to declare it 
expedient that letters patent should now issue und^ 
the Great Seal, * on the authority of the two Houses,' 
to name a commission for opening the Parliament in 
the usual form, simply adding after the words * by the 

* King himself,' the additional sentence, ' by the advice 
' of the Lords spiritual and temporal, and Commons of 

* the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland^' 
The House of Commons having concurred in the reso- 
lution, the 'phantom' was duly constituted. Legal 
effect being thus given to the course of proceeding 
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•wrhicb had been resolved upon, my father took that 
opportunity of shortly expressing his full and entire 
coQcurrence in the sentiments expressed by his friends 
^iirmg his absence, on the principle of the proceeding 
proposal by Ministers. 'Now that the period is 
arrived/ he added, * when this House is called upon 
to join in affising, by its own authority, the Great 
Seal to a commission for the purpose of procuring the 
sanction of the Royal name, it is impossible for rae 
to neglect this opportunity of entering my formal 
protest against that proceedmg^a proceeding, my 
Lords, which, in my estimation, formed npon all the 
uiferences that I can draw from the analogies of the 
Constitution, the spirit of our laws, and the practice 
'^f our ancestors, is at once unprecedented and unjus- 
tifiable. It goes, in my opinion, under the form of 
^w, to violate all law ; professing to preserve the 
Coastitution, it counteracts its most essential prin- 
<^iples; and pretending a scrupulous regard to the 
I itionarchy, it tends to subvert the foundations on 
which it stands,* 
On his way up to London my father had been met 
^y letters informing him that the Prince had * at last 
^ ' Beat for Lord Grenville, and had also i-equired his * 
(my father's) * presence.' His Eoyal Highness, who 

I up to this time had always identified himself to a 
certain degree with the Opposition, was universally 
believed to entertain the intention of changing the 
Gk^vernment as soon as he should be established ss 
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Regent And he now gave public evidence of thia 
mtention, by referring it to my father and Lord 

pGrrenville to draw up an answer to the communication 
from the two Houses already referred to. But what 
occurred respecting that answer gave a sad foretaste of 
the difficulties which were likely to be thrown in the 
way of the Prince's MinisterSj whoever they might be, 
by the secret advisera of Carlton House. My father, 
in writing to my mother on the 12th of January 
1811, thus relates what then took place : — 

f * I told you,* he says, * that Sheridan was acting in. 

* his usual spirit of mischief. The Prince had referred 
b it to Lord Grcnville and me to draw up an answer to 
W the two Houses. We hatl prepared one accordingly,* 
W with some difficulty in reconciling our different 

* opinions on the subject of restrictions. Lord Gren- 
' ville, however, gave way as much as I thought 
' necessary, and the answer, though it certainly ueciled 
' correction, would, I think, with such corrections as 
' might easily have been made, have done very well. 
*■ I rt^ad it to the Prince on Thursday evening, saying 
' 1 w;fcs at HoUaad's, ready to receive his commands if 

* he wished for any alterations. Instead of taking this 
' course he set to work with Sheridan and Adam, after 

* At tli« eod of Hw fotnoitt (App. 11^ p. 431 i« mj .) wiU b« foxmd a copj 

»ur Uw MMwvr »» «gn«it ii|mo betwieen bjj &kher and Lord Qren viile^ and 

Hkibtiutted by them to llie PttDoe. Also ofon^ proposed in the first ia- 

vtiuioo bjr my EiUmt^ huk lo wfaiok Lord GresTiBe could not agre«, from 

tike nuMtuw iu wludi the pgo |iM iti * iaciit«tiatu ' were mentioned ; as 

well tm of tlMl tlt«im up bjr Hr. S^wrMan, and gaally Adopted by tlio 
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'dimier, to examine it; and the former, after pulling 

'k to pieces, paragraph by pamgraph, finally per- 

' siiaded the Prince to reject it, and to substitute one 

' of his own. They came to me with the information 

' of this result at Holland's between eleven and twelve, 

'aod desired me to read the auswer that had been 

'agre^id upon. I did so, saying that I should do 

nothing more? that as the Prince had rejected 

the answer which I had framed with Lord Grenville, 

i could not eoucor in framing another, and that my 

opinion of tliat proposed was^ that it was, in its whole 

teiioar and character, utterly objectionable,' I added 

*^t the Prince had certainly a right to adopt the 

*Dswer which he approved most of, but that it must 

^ understood that it was adopted without the con- 

*^*iJ'j'ence of Jjord Grenville and myself, and that we 

*^^iUd not lie responsible for it. Sheridan attempted 

^*^iiie dbcussion, which I declined, seeing that he was 

t*tirauing it in a way which I thought extremely 

****proper, and feeUng that I could not very well 

I ^^limand my temper. I therefore, after expressing 

,^ ^*«^se opinions, remained very silent, and showeti what 

liear he has represented, with less departure from 

**^Uth than usual, a good deal of haughtiness and ill- 

^^naour. I afterwards remonstrated privately with 

-^^ l-tOTd Ijaiidcrdale and Lord Holland who were also present when 
^^* ^fceridan read it, expressed, a eimilar opinion ; as it appeared to 
^T^*^^" througbout an imbecoming sorenesa on tlie subji^ct of the restric- 
^^«, ftiid was, ^jesides, ©zpreased, in many places, in a very undignified' 
^^''*^^«r. See loiter from Lord Lauderdale to my father, Appendix IL, 
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* Adam on the impropriety of having the advice which 

* Lord Grenville and I were called npon to give, sab- 

* jected in this manner to the cxamimition of an iaferior 

* Council, and stated that if such was to be the practice, 

* I must decline giving any in future.' ... * I heard 

* from Lauderdale that Sheridan afterwards resumed 

* the discussion with Lord Holland, who expressed as 
' strong an opinion upon the impropriety of the whole 

* pTOceeding as possible. Yesterday morning I had a 

* note from Adam, saying that he had been kept up 

* till half-past three at Carlton House, and enclosing 
' the answer which had been finally agreed upon. He 

* called soon after, and we went to Camelford House, 

* from whence Lord Granville and I sent a short note, 

* thanking the Prince for the communication of his 

* intended answer, upon which we did not presume to 

* offer any opinion, aa it did not appear that he re- 

* quired any of us.* We afterwards sent a long 

* written Representationt on the treatment we had 

* received, where the matter now rests. 

• In the coui-se of the transaction *s lying 

* and baseness have been beyond all description. 



* * Lord Qiey and Lord Grenville desire Mr. Adam to exprei» on 

* theii' part their dutiful acknowledgments ki the Prince forihegraicioiis 
' cominujii cation of the answer which His Royal HighQeas iuteuds 

* making to the deputation from the two Ho uses this day. On the 
' tenour of th^t answer it woxild he presumptuous in them to ofier any 

* opinion in a case wher« their advice is not required hj Hid Bojal | 

* Highness— January II, 1811, 

t See cop) of this RepreHentatlon at length, at the vnd of tho 
volume (Aptwtidix II., p. 43b). 
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'Adam, on the contrary, has behaved as well as 
'possible. Upon the whole I think it lucky that the 
' thing has occurred, as it has given ns in the outset an 

* opportuiiity of meeting and repelling a danger to 

* which we should have been continually liable. The 
'aaawer you will see in the papers, with its puling 

* phrases of ** reverential delicac}^/* &c., in the style 

* of a Tulgar novel, but it is infinitely less objection- 
"* able, bad as it sttll is, than in the way in which it 
' first appeared/ 

In the Representation to the Prince above referred 
to, mj father and Lord Grenville protested firmly but 
*"t?spectftilly against the course which had Ijcen pur- 
8^e<l, of submitting the advice of those who had been 
comiiiissioued by his Royal Highness to prepare his 
ansffer, to the judgment and decision of an 'inferior 
^^uncil,* and deprecated such a system aa being 
*^PpOsed to those * principles of constitutional respon- 
^*bility, the maintenance of which they deem essen- 
*^1 to any hope of a successful administration of the 
I I^Ubiic interests.' 
J The stand thus taken by my father and Lord Gren- 
^P^*l^ against the interference of secret advisers, though 
B* ^*iay very probably have influenced the Prince, to a 
^*"tain degree, in his subsequent determination to 
'^titinue the old Ministers in office, yet seems to have 
^ ^^^a,tly alarmed him for the moment, and he called 
™ t^^rsonally on Lord Holland the next day, and seemed, 
^^ Xord Holland wrote to Lord Grenville, * ansious 
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* to do away any uopleaeant feelings on the subject of 

* the answer to tlie resolutions of the two Hooscs ; and 

* Bftid he thought it best to have no more said on the 

* subject. At the same time he observed, and autho- 

* rised me and Adam to repeat to Lord Grey and 

* you, that tlie misapprehension had arisen from the 

* different views which he and you had talcen of this 

* stage of the proceeding ; in which, according to his 

* notions, yon were not yet in a situation when his 

* advisers would become strictly and constitutionally 

* responsible, but which you had considered aa placing 

* you in that situatiou/ 

Of this explanation my father said, that it was * in 

* fact acknowledgmg that he had no answer to give, 

* and was, aa anything would have been, short of 

* dofendiug the practice, sofEcient for our satisfao- 

* tioD, What has happened will not, therefore, I 

* thii^k, be without its advantages.' 

The difficulty which had thus arisen having been 
smoothed over, my father and Lord Grenville applied 
themselvoii to t]ie consideration of the other questions 
which I ho IViuee had at the same time put to them, 
Fir}«t, with r^5pect lo the pnofmeiT, under the existing 
rinnim!*tnn««, of * changing the Administration if a 

* Vu Imild tsiikc phioe;' and, second^ * as to the 

* mnm of f^muing a new 011&* 
aslte v«3 om which it was not found 
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Buujv difflcultiea were raised, particiilarly by Lord 
GreonJle, which more than once threateDed to compel 
tbem to declare tlieir inability to form a Government. 
On the ICth of January my father writes, that as he 
'lad objected to the coui'se proposed by Lord Gren- 
v^Ule, of seeking assistance from the ranks of their 
f^ipoiients, *his (Lord Grcnville's) present determiua- 
' lion seems to be to say to the Prince that, not 
having it in our power to form an Administration 
Which would have a fair prospect of permanency, we 
cannot undertake the Government, and consequently 
cannot, as far as depends on us, advise him to make 
uiiy change. In this declaration I have told him 1 
cannot agree, being satisfied that with our own 
^ ^rtneogth, supported by the influence of the Govern- 
*tient, tliere is a sufficient prospect of stability to 
impose it on us as a duty, not to shrink. from the 
that tic Prince has proposed to us, and that, 
iough I cannot undertake the Government without 
^m (Lord Grenville), I feel it necessary to except 
*nysclf fVom the opinion he has formed, and to 
*3oclare that, if he had seen the matter in the same 
^ight that 1 do, I certainly would, however ardnous 
^ike times may be, have undertaken the Administra- 

On tlio 18th he again writes: *The night before 
l^st I tbund a sort of manifesto of fifteen pages from 
t-ord Greuville, This must have led to an answer 
ft^^m me, which would perhaps have endangered our 
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* connection, but in tbe course of the day tbey took 

* fright, desired to withdraw the paper, and everything 

* seems now more likely to go on well ; but still there 

* are difficulties. In the midst of all thia turmoil I 

* continue quite well, and begin to feel that I am not» 

* and ought not to be, afraid of any of them/ 

All preliminary points were, however, at last satis- 
factorily arranged, and on the 21sfc of January my 
father and Lord Grenville returned an answer to the 
Prince's questions. In that answer they stated that 
H after taking measures for procuring the raost 
precise information that could be obtained, as to the 
state of the King's health, he (tbe Prince) * was satis- 

* fied that the duties on which he was about to enfcer, 

* must, in all human probability, be of such duration 

* as to impose on his Royal Highness an absolute 

* necessity of exercising his own judgment on the 

* policy and measures of the Government which he 

* was called to administer ;' in that case, the opinion 
they had always expressed of the system pursued 
during the last four years, founded, as it was, ' on a 

* fiiU consideration of the state and interests of the 

* country,* would lead them to advise ' an immediate 

* and total change of public councils. Nor,* they 
added, ' would they decline to take upon Uiemsclves 
« all the responsibility resulting from this opinion, if^ 

* upon full consideration. His Royal Highness should 
' deem it expedient to carry this, their humljle advice, 
' into execution.' They further informed the Prince, 
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that haTing considered the means of forming a new 
AdministratioD, * thoj had couccrted with each other 

* mh general outlines of the arrangements as they 

* had foQnd most practicable in the present divided 
'fitete of parties, and onder the very embarrassed 

* state of public affairs,* and that they were prepared 
lu enter, whenever required to do so, into the details 
of these arrangements. 

Oq the same day they had a long interview with the 
Priuce, of whieh my father writes, that Mt was satig- 
' lactorjr in all respects ;' and that, though they did 
^ ' get the length of talkiug of particular arrange- 
' ments, all the preliminary points were completely 

* agreed upon, liord Greuville and 1/ he adds, 

* 'Jnderstand cue another so well, that, with respect to 

* our views, everything will go on smoothly ; but I 

foresee other difficulties, particularly a long list from 

^^Hton House, which may produce great embarrass- 

^^H.' The very next day showed that there was 

^'y too good reasons for entertaining this apprehen- 
sJOfl, ,^ijg Prince' he writes, (22nd January,) *is 
^J^king au effort for Sheridan to go to Ireland as 
^t*etary. To this it is impossible that we should 
*?**^e. I foresee/ he repeats, on the 29th of January, 
^ i3iany difTiculties with the Prince when we come 
^ *tiore close conference about arrangements, that I 
*^*itiot see how they are to be got over. Sheridan 
^^^y still fight for. If it were a mere question of 
lowcver hi eh, with larpie emolu- 
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' ments, nobody would he more ready to consent to it 

* than I sliould be. But I really caniiot make up roy 

* mind to sendiug a man witb a lighted torch into a 

* magazine of gunpowder. It would be imposgible to 

* preTent his communicating with the agitators of 
' Irehind ; and in the present disposition of that 

* country, of which we receive daily more alarming 

* aecouots, who could look at the possible, or rather 

* the probable, consequences of such communications 

* without horror ? If it were not for this, it certainly 

* would be most desirable to get him out of the way j 

* but, with such an apprehension on my mind, how 

* could I hope for sleep or peace T 

It was, therefore, with something like a feeling of 
relief, that three days later— uamely, on the 2nd of 
February—my father could announce the Prince's 
intention not to change his Ministers. While the 
discussions above referred to were going on, and 
while the Regency Bill was still under consideration 
in Parliament, confident reports were industriously 
circulated that * the King was recovering.' And on 
the 28 th of January my father wrote that he was 

* persuaded, if the present reports of the Kiog 3 

* improved state continue, that he (the Prince) will 

* not dare to make any change in the Administration. 

* This,' he adds, * will not, as you know, be an unwel- 

* come event to me, if it happens by no fault of 

* mine/ 

On the 30th he mentioned the Prince having 'had 
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?|| letter from the Queen, saying that Pcrceyal had 
^* soon the King yesterday, and bad laid before him 

* tho whole state of the business now pending in 
Parliament. The letter is evidently written in 
concert with Perceval, appe^ars^ indeed, to be of his 

* diotation, and is evidently jmrt of a plan to intimi- 
date the Prince, by the expectation of the King's 
imuaefliale recovery, from changing the AdminLstitir 
tion. So barefaced a plot, and so much of the same 
oI*aracter aa the proceedings of 1804, ought to have 
^ directly contrary effect ; bnt I believe it will be m4C- 

On the 1st of February, my father says, *Tho 
[^Kiiig is certainly better; but no time can be fixed, 
^en by the most sanguine of the physicians, for his 
ovory ; nor arc the hopes which they express such 
to justify me in advising the continuance of 

* Ministers of whom I think as I do of the present. 
I * Hiit^ as I have already said, I believe the Prince 

^^rtainly m\\ not remove them. To this I have, 

Personally, no objection.* And on the 2nd, aa 

l^^li'^eutJy referred to» he announces the fall confirma- 

^*-Hi of this exf)ectation : the Prince ' having at last 

•*^a<le up his mind not to change his Ministers. He 

^^^iijiot bear, he says, the idea of doing a ttung 

wbkh may have the effect of throwiug the King into 

n<!W paroxysm, or of being thought to do so. This 

^cision was communicated to Lord Grenville and 

* me last night l>y Lord Hutchinson and Adam, and 

t2 
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* IH iff \>H ftfttamnixsss^ s- *■ 
' I'riiu'ji UHM/rtf^w, fe k. I ^mn&oL i. m 

* uui, I am wjw taKa^&ati Jnm. -&& mfcnb 

* ihiif[(ir of taking acLj cftr: iL -int *^wsnnt3L 

* hy no fault of mr r/irx. 'Vnc me- im^ 
wU\h, * liaM v^iSHU OK sock sa. iiPBrtc nm -^ in 
' Htiit'i of thirign under a us^ ^iw^nnessL ' 

' iiuiut'ti uui to take a shar^ zi IV 

In KfK:ukin^, liowc-ver, of liiS' •kixet^ iiiisietL i 
ri'iiK!*?, Iio t^Kik a vary Indal^'icz -rjtw •!£ ais -m 
' IIJM fwlinjTH and hiB f«w«' b* wr^ut. -mT«» 

* wort«;<l ii|iri;i ho powrrfuliv, sz^ ?> in^g) 

* jrtirtirnlarly hy our friend H , wic- 3;tf p 

* liiiiiHnir a iiutHt cjnuifimm^te /'C'^^l'i.'&m (•! wi 

* a|»ply a liaiMhor name), that liis ^"si^jIl ^b 
' tiuu'h i'Xt'.uM:, His situation was c^rvunsr ai 
' ImrniKHin^r on^ ; and if he had not EL^rres to 

* tutmt'. liiH difTir:iiUieH by facing them at ooce. Ihe 

* hf; \thU'A\ niiher than blamed. There can resi 

* him no imputation of deceit or treaeheiy 

* wJHhcH vfcra to act otherwise; his dislike < 

* \)r(^:ui MiiiiHicrs is unafifected and strong; 

* ovcrythin^r ho has done and said with resp 

* us, has been as kind as possible. Afte 
' ht lias only relievwl us from a situation of 
'difficulty and danger; and as I have neith 

* complain of him nor to reproach myself^ 

' better pleased with this event, regarding my 
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* personal interest, than with any other that could 

* bave happened.'* 

IHowever nnwilUngly the Prince may, in the first in- 
st-Ornce, have been driven to continue a Tory Adminis- 
trsktion in office, he soon identified himself heartily 
-wm^h them; and the 'old, firm, and uniform adherent 
* of Fox,' as he had delighted to boast himself in 1806, 
l>^oame, for the rest of his life, the equally staunch 
i:tj>liolder of a system of Government, and of a policy, 
to which Mr. Fox had ever been diametrically op- 
posed! 

^ Snoh, M r^ards my father, is the expression of ' disappointment 

* fltja^d nge/ which, with that charity that distinguishes all his remarks 
"^rben speaking of the W'higs, the Editor of Mr. Rose's Diaries attri- 
Inxtcs to * the Opposition,* when the Prince ' determined to retain hia 
* fivtber^s Ministers in office.' — Diaries, &c., vol. ii., p. 447. 




Fbom the Commencement op thb RKOKKfTf iv 1811, to the Tsmnvi- 

TION OF THE VAIUOUS NEGOTliTIOSB FOU A CUAKUE OF GOVRONITKNT IS 



The Prince in parting -with my father and Lord Gren- 
ville at tliis time, assured them of his unchanged senti- 
mentSj and of his determination, as soon as the restric- 
tions on his power should expire, again to have recourse 
to their advice. But from the moment he had made 
up his mind to make no immediate change in the Go- 
vernment, ray father foresaw that he would gradually 
become identified with the system and policy of the 
Ministei-s whom he thus retained in oGice, and ex- 
pressed his fears to that effect in a letter to Lord Hcd- 
land ; * Though/ he pays, ' I see nothing to make ns, 
' as far as we are personally concerned, regret the 

* Prince's decision, I fear that he will find himself in- 

* volved in great embarrassments by it, particularly 

* with respect to Ireland.' 

The system to be pursued in Ireland wae» in fact, 
the question on which the Ministers and the party 
with which the Prmce had hitherto identified himself 
were most directly opposed to each other, and my 
father little foresaw the entire change in His Royal 



IXJRD GHEY. 



279 



I 



^(ghfless's opinions on this subject, which now com- 
meiicetl. 

to epite of many reports to the contrary which 
readied him from London in the course of the year, 
^^y father stJU gave the Prince credit for those un- 
ckiaged sentiments towards himself and Lord Gren- 
^'Ho which he had professed in parting with them; 
^Qd in the October following, when the langnage and 
^tidttctof Carlton House had created a very unfavour- 
able impression amongst their friends as to the inten- 
i^iotis of the Prince, he wrote strongly to deprecate the 
I tti patience that had been shown, and to counsel the 
propriety of * remaining perfectly quiet,* and * marking 
*^o distrust/ He could not but admit, indeed, that 
*^liei-e was ground for such distrust ; nor feel, he said, 
*^ Malting to Lord Holland, much surprised that late 
^"^onts should make his friends impatient and violent ; 
*^t for himself, he said at the same time, * he bad little 
*3o[ibt that the Prince really entertains the intention 
^^liich he voluntarily professed both to Lord Gren- 
"^ iJle and me last winter.* *Kor/ he adds, ' will any 
-'^alure in the execution of such an intention make 
**::fce think that it has not had a sincere existence, 
-^l^lie same causes which have so long delayed its exe- 
^^Xation, may finally prevent it altogether, or, what is 
*^*^ore probable, lead to some such proposal as you 
*^int at — of a coalition/ 

* To such a proposal,* he again writes, wlien the be- 
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of mon and measures which had been looked for at the 
tcnnination of the year of restrictions, an attempt 
would be made to bring about a coalition between 
some of the present Ministers and their opponents — 

* To such a proposal I should have little fear in giving 

* as short an answer as I did two years ago ; — though 
it might possibly, he thought, be prudent, with a view 
to U\king such ground as the public would understand 
ttud approve, that the questions on which an insur- 
mountable dilTerence of opinion existed should be first 
bi\>Ujrht forward. ' To coalitions,* he proceeds, * where 
^ oircum^tana^s have occurred to render them useful 

* to the public, and honourable to the parties concerned 
^ in (hom« lam, as you know, no enemy. I feel strongly 

* au\l warmly in the moment of contest, but perhaps 

* no nuui Khss cborishes permanent resentment, either 
' (H^litical or (H^r^oual, than I do. This good at least 

* I wuist ^jH^k of myself. But to give to coalitions 

* tho olwraotor which I have assumed to be indispens- 

* «bU\ »ud without which the mischief they do in 

* U^xxoriu^^;: tho obaraotor of public men, and giving 
' cunvucy to aU tho vulgar calumnies against them 

* V^^M^o of tho ^r\\«ost ovils of the present time), is in- 

* xH^cw^^Wo ; to givo ihom this character, some pre- 

* \ u>«s a^*ir\vmo;it* ivp, at le*?t^ a marked approxima- 

* Un^)^ tv^ ;^iii\v\v,or,ts i:t tho gwai features of the policy 

* i\^ U^ t\NUx^\x\NJ At tho tinH\ must have taken place. 
' \>N\\ uo\h\5Xi; v>?' tl^is ki-wi oan be said to exist with 

* ^>v>^v\ ^ ^\^ »W jvrc;«^^;;t Minisroi^ as &r as we can 
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* judge from their language and conduct ;* and he adds 
that * with Perceval, the only one with whom a 
* coalition would be worth forming, it is certain that 
-^vc agree in no one of the most niaterial questions of 
the moment/ So completely, indeed, in his opinion, 
iMras any union with the existing Ministci's out of the 
qtaestioE, tbat in counselling forbeai-ance to his friends, 
as already mentioned, he had stated that his own for- 
iloearancc would not extend beyond the opening of the 
p Session, if it should then be evident that no change of 
, ay stem was to be espected. * We must then,' he said, 
l>e cither in declared Opposition, or Ministers with 
t!ie confidence of the Parliament and the Regent 
The very fact of opening the Session, without any 
Sit tempt at a change, will be of itself an unequivocal 
<iet:laratiou of the Prince*s intention to make none, 
- ... In short,' he concludes, * my motto is : For- 
bearance to the last po«!sible moment 5 — but when the 
poriod of hostilities arrives, vigorous and determined 
War.' 
'When, thercrorc, at the close of the year of restric- 
^•oris, instead of giving effect to the intention volun- 
l^ar^iy aunounce<l to my father and Lord Grenvllle in 
i"^ti.iiQary IS 11, of then making that change in the 
'^o^crnment, which the supposed improvement in his 
ttliers health, and the limitations on his own i)ower, 
*1 alone prevented on his assumption of the Regency, 
tUo Prince wrote to the Duke of York,^ merely to 

S«t Wtlen &i the end of the ▼olmne, Appendk III., p. 441 ci itq. 
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express the 'gratification he would feel if some of 

* those persoDs with whom the early habits of his life 

* were formed would strengthen his hands and form a 

* part of his Gk)vemment ; * when he at the same time 
declared that he should be anxious, *in the critical 
' situation of the war in the Peninsula, to avoid any 
' measure which might lead his allies to suppose that 

* he meant to depart from the present system ; ' adding 
that ' he could not withhold his approbation from those 

* who had honourably distinguished themselves in sup- 

* port of it ; ' and further stating that he had * no pre- 

* dilections to indulge, no resentments to gratify, Ac* 
— When this appeal to his former friends only went the 
length of asking them to combine with the present 
Ministers, in forming a * vigorous and united Adminis- 

* tration upon the most liberal basis ; * — there could be 
but one answer ;* and my father and Lord Grenville, 
in a formal reply drawn up by the latter, and com- 
municated to the Duke of York at a personal intei^ 
view, stated that the dififerences of opinion, which they 
described as * embracing all the leading features of the 

* See opinion of Sir Samuel Bomillj, on the proposal made by Mr. 
Perceval, in 1809, quoted in a note to the last Chapter. He now says 
of this proposition through the Duke of York : ' He (the Regent) has 

* proposed indeed a coalition with Mr. Perceval, a proposal which he 
' knew must be rejected. The very proposal indeed imports that a total 

* sacrifice of honour and character was a necessary qualification for en- 

* tering into the Prince's service. - He says in his letter, that he has no 

* predilections to indulge, and no resentments to gratify ; a most dan- 
' gerous statement at the commencement of his reign considering his 

* past conduct and his past professions. It will be understood to mean 

* that there are no injuries he will not foigive, and no services he will 

* not forget. 
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* present policy of the empire,' were • too many and 

* too important to admit of such an union/ TIic Duke 
of York, indeed, contended in the conrsc of the inter- 
view that the intention of the Prince in making the 
communication through him had been misundci-stood, 
aad that it was by no means meant to imply, neces- 
sarily, a junction with the existing Government ; but 
his explanation was not thought sufficient to induce 
any change in the answer, and it only remained, there- 
fore, for the Duke to report to the Regent the utter 
fa-ilurcof this appeal to his former friends. And may 
^^ not here ask, whether the Regent could fairly ex- 
pect any other result from a step so very different from 
^liat he hud led my fatlier and Lord Grenville to expect 
t^ would take, as soon as he should find himself in 
Poesesgion of the full powers of the Sovereign ? It 
9^^m3 indeed very qncstionahlc whether he desired 
**>j other result. Nor does it show any great lack of 
^^arity to suppose, that the offer, such as it was, was 
"^^^de rather to satisfy any scruples of conscience he 
**iglit have felt at the abandonment of those *with 

^whom the early habits of his life were formed,' than 
^^ rth any expectation that it would be accepted. He 
'^^ighfc now flatter himself that he had shown his desire 
^ eontinne the political connection which had so long 
^^istcd, and, if this desire waa not responded to, he, 
^t l<5^t, was not to be blamed. 

^ith respect to this overture, my father afterwards 
^^I>Tessed his belief, in the debate which took place 
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after its failure, on Lord Boringdon's motion respecting 
the formation of an efficient Administration, tliat it 
had been made by the adTice of Ministers. ' But did 

* the noble lords opposite,' he asked — * they who were 

* the advisers of the Regent on the occasion — who 

* were his Ministers before, and had cotj tinned to be 

* his Ministers since — did they expect that, in conse- 
' quence of the Regent's letter, his noble friend and 

* himself would have condescended to coalesce with 
' them ? Would they venture to deny that they were 

* consulted on the letter ? . . . , Suppose he and his 
' friends had been in power, and had scut the noble 
' lords opposite such a letter, would they have acceded 
*toit?' 

Amongst the aubjects of difference with the present 
Ministers which made any junction between them and 
the Whig party impossible, the question of Ireland 
appeared to ray father and Lord Grenville to be of 
the most immediate and vital importance. *We are 

* firmly pei-suaded,' they said, in their answer to the 
Duke of York, ' of the necessity of a total change in 
' the present system of Government in that country, 
' and of the immediate repeal of those civil disabilities 

* under which so large a portion of His Majesty *3 sub-- 

* jeets still labour on account of their religious opinions* 

* To recommend to Parliament this repeal is t!ie firsr 
' advice which it should be our duty to offer to Hu^ 

* Royal Highness. Nor could we, even for 

* shortest time, make ourselves responsible for ai 
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* further delay in the proposal of a measare without 

* which we could entertaia bo hope of rendering our 
'services useful to His Royal Highness or to our 

* eourjtry/ My father entered warmly, in the course 
ot the interview with the Duke of York, into this 
aibject, and alluded particularly to the Princess former 
opiuiotis upon the question, expressing his apprehen- 
sioa of the effect of the disappointment which would 
consequently follow if the Government which he 
Qiigtit form should continue to act upon the principle 
of resisting the claims of the Catholics. This opinion 
«e repeated in the debate which was raised on a mo- 
tion by Lord Boringdon on this overture. * A very 

K^neral hope/ he said, * was entertained that the 
^Hnce Regent was favourable to their claims, and 
"^at a new era would, by the course of nature, 
^''rive, when bigotry and oppreasion should no longer 
**Ppose thein. That new era had now arrived, but 
J^Btead of its bringing to the Catholics a consum- 
'^^tion of their hopes, they saw the whole power of 
^^^ Government embodied against them, under some 
*^rsed and baneful influence, and nothing remaining 
^ them, but a prospect of perpetual exclusion from 
^*^^ benefits of the Constitution, ... If the House 
^^lieved the Irish to be a brave, a warm-hearted, a 
^ ^^iignine, a high-spirited people , . , the dangerous 

t^^ect of such a disappointment would be formidable 
*>^ the same proportion.' 
Xt will be seen that this reference to the Prince's 
-^^tner opinions on this subject gave great offence. 
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Mr. Pcrcevars Government was dow firmly estsr 
bltshed, with tho full confidence and support of the 
Regent, but only for a few months. On the 12th of 
May 1812^ it was brought to a violent termination by 
the hand of an assassin ;* and as no one then con- 
templated Uio possibility of an Administration Ijeing 
formed out of the materials he had left behind him, 
which should defy all opposition and retain nndis- 
turbed possession of power for the next fourteen years, 
it waa deemed necessary once more to have recourse 
to the parties in Opposition. 

But even this acknowledged necessity could not 
now induce the Regent to call again upon those in 
whom, little more than a year before, he had pro- 
fessed to repose his entire confidence. They were 
noti indeed, to be openly cast oflf^ but such proposi- 
tions were to be made to them, through others, as 
could not, by possibility, lead to any result. 

Lord Wellesley was, in the first instance, commis- 
sioned to form an Administration, to be constituted^ 
if possible, from the ranks both of the Opposition 
and of the existing Government, of which the basis 
should be — 

1st. That of taking into the early and serious con- 
sideration of the Executive Government^ the state of 
the laws affecting the Roman Catholics^ with a sincere ^ 

■ However opposed to Mr. Perceval in his political o^^inioos^ inj^ 
father did full justice to ths public honest j and dtmntei^tedtioai 
iliftt stateam&Q, &nd seconded ilie Address from the Hoaa* of IxHrtIa 
the Regent un hta atrocious jnurder^ giving his cordial support to %h 
I provision propoaoti to be made for hm i^milj* 
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aiKl earnest desire to bring that important question to 
a Imal and satisfactory settlement. 

2Qd. That of the prosecution of the war ia the 
Peninsula with the best means of the country. 

With this view, while Mr. Canning entered into 
comiuuoieation with Lord LiTerpool and other mem- 
bers of the Government, Lord Welleslcy himself eom- 
munii^ated directly with my father and Lord Gren- 

H In their answer to a proposal made to thorn by 
■iiord Wellesley on the 23rd of May, they admitted 
^tho * duty of all public men, both by finnk and con- 
ciliatory explanations of principle, and by the total 
abandonment of every personal object, to facilitate, 
* as 6ir as may be in their power, the means of giving 
'cct to the late KesoUition of the House of 
lOns/* They assured Lord Wellesley of their 
''•dinesa warmly to support any proposal made by 
^y Minister for the immediate consideration of tho 
|h ^atliolic claims, and expressed their concurrence iu 
^j^iio wish to bring the war in the Peninsula to a suc- 
H fOsfiil termination ; though on the latter j>oint they 
■ add^j^ that they thought the ' direction of military 
^^xrations in an offensive war, and the more or less 
^i^rous prosecution of those operations, are qucs- 

^^ Mr. 8t.u*rt Wortley (tho kto l.ord Whanicliffa) hail moved an 

^^^^raw to the Kcgent praying bim to take steps for forming a ' fitrtiDg 

I * *^*<l d&dent Admiiuatmtian^' which had been carried against tlie Go- 

] ^^*Kaa«at hj ouo huudreJ und 5eve«ty-fom' tg ouo huadred and 
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* tions, not of principle, but of policy, to be regulated 

* by circumstuuces in their nature temporary and flue* 

* tuating, by the engagements of the country, the 

* prospects of ultimate success,' &c. 

But while there appears to have been so far a gene- 
ral agreement between Lord Wellesley, my father, 
and Lord Grenville, as to the principles of the basis 
on which a new Government might be formed, diffi- 
culties arose in the course of Mr. Canning's negotiation 
with Lord Liverpool * and the members of the exist- 
ing Administration which induced Lord Wellcsley to 
declare^ on the 27th of May, that his mission was at 
an end. And though this was immediately pro- 
nounced to be a mistake, and a renewed and more 
formal proposition was made by him on the 1st of 
June, it was with no better success. This second pro- 
position was indeed utterly inadmissible. To the first, 
merely defining the principles on which it was hoped 
that a strong and comprehensive Administration 

* Lord LiTerpool's answer to tlie communication made to him by- 
Mr. Canning, was, that he decluaed entering into any consideration of 
the proposed baaia, as be and hia colleagues felt themaeli^es * bound, 
' particularly after what has recently paased, to decline the proposal of 
*■ becoming members of an Adminiatration to be formed by Lord Wei* 
' lealey.' Some diacusBion appears to have gone on iu the hope of 
inducing a cbange in this determination, but witliout effect. In 
announcing the final failure of hia attempt to form an Admiuist ration^ 
Lord WoUesley ascribed it to the e3dHteDC5e of the * moat dreadful per- 

* sonal animoaitiea,' &c. i and in answer to the storm of disclaimers of 
having been actuated by such motives, which was brought upon him 
from all aides— from my father and Lord Grenville, aa well a» from i 
Lord Mojrii, on the part of the Prince to whom tlieexpreaaion had bee: 
very genenilly applied — he referred to Lord LiTerpool** answer to Mr. 
Conning, as an amjUe Justification of what he bad ^d. 
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niigbt be rormec!, my hJher and Lord Grenrille had 
shown themselTeSf as prored by the answer quoted 
abore, not indisposed to listen. But die second, in 
vvhioh ihe members to be brongiit by each party into 
(be Cabinet were already defined, being based^as it ap- 
peared to them, npon a * new and objectfooable princi- 
' pic/ tending * to establish within the Cabinet itself a 
' system of counteraction, inconsistent with the prose- 
' cutiiia of any uniform and beneficial course of policy/ 
was at once rejected by them.* In faet^ the raditul 
<>l«JL'< tioii to the whole proposal was one that could 
sranely be removed, namely, that it was sought to 
unite men in GoYernment, who up to that very moment 
W luen, and indeed still were, opposed to each other 
oti all the * leading features of the policy of the empire,' 
ADti from whose Junction in the same Administration, 
oagood could be expected, sufficient to counterbalance 
^^ bad effect of the shock which public opinion could 
^i fail to receive from such a union. 

' When an union could lie honourable,*— ^ray father 
^ already said in the House of Lords in the Delmte 
ofl the pmposal tna^le, as already related, through the 
^e of York—* when an union could be honourablo 



* StKj letter from Lord W(;l]oaU>y, with the answer fixkm my father 

M Lflj^l Grenville, in Apiietidi* IT., p. 454 et seq. 

^ iatwreating »ocmmt of th<i oircutaatancses TiiiJor wlUoh L^nl Wol- 
'^y tmgsxed office im January, 1612, wjd of the port be took in th« 
"**"*tlQeni acgutiatiutiHi for the formation of a mora uffideiit Adinluia- 

•**<io, will b« fnund in a Memoir written by Colonel Me^rioVt Shawe, 

' ^^U, and publia^bcKl in tbe acfeuth supple nientary Toluoie of fche 
' t oi W«l&xigton'a Duspatcbt^a^ 




290 LIFE AKD OPINIONS OF 

* and advantageous to the nation, he would ever be 

* ready to unite. But character was as ranch the 

* strength of men, as it was that of a nation, and he 

* could conceive nothing more dangerous thau to shock 

* the public opinion, by an appearance of sacrificing 
» principle for the sake of attaining office and emoln- 

* ment.' , * . ' They had heard/ he added, * of broad aid 

* narrow Administrationa ; and the Noble and Learned 

* Lord on the Woolsack (Lord Eldon) had observed 

* that nothing was so mischievous as a brojwl-bottomcd 
' Administration, With thia character he was dis- 

* posed to concur, if the Noble Lord meant Huch a broad 
' and liberal basis, as should comi>rehend persons of 

* the most discoRlant opinions ; who, for the sake of 
' coalition, must either sacrifice their own interest, or 

* carry dissensions into the Cabinet* It was only to 
be expected, therefore, that any attempt to form an 
Administration on the principle proposed through 
Lord W^ellesley, would fail, and the commission with 
which he had been intrusted for that purpose was 
finally declared on the 3rd of June, to be at an end. 

Had the Princess feelings towards ray father and 
Lord Grenville remained the same as he had i>ro- 
fessed in the spring of 1811 — had his opinions on 
questions of public policy been the same as he had 
then avowed — a plain and simple course was befoi-^ 
him ; namely, to call upon my father and Lord Gren- 
ville to carry into effect the arrangements for form in 
a new Administration with which they had been pre^^ 
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pared, with his own ossent and concurrence, at the 
time that he first assumed the Regency. This course, 
too, W been pointed out by my father, in answer to 
a letter which he received on the 3rd June from Lord 
Moira, who» during all these transactions, was in 
constant and confidential communication with the 
Prince. Lord Moira had written to explain his 
ovn conduct and that of the Prince after the ter- 
mination of Lord Wellesley's commission; and the 
next day wrote a second letter suggesting a conference 
for the purpose of considering the means of forming a 
strong Administration. * It is ray deliberate convic- 
tion/ my father writes, in answer, * that till the Prince 
aliall see, that to render our services useful to himself, 
't is necessary that he should give us fiill powers in 
'^king the arrangements in every part of the Govern- 
'^^cnt, in the same manner as he professed to do in 
^e spring of 1811, and as he promised to do when- 
^^^t the restrictions on his authority should cease ; 
**^ short, till he is prepared to give us his fiill confi- 
'^^^Uce both as to men and measm-es, it certainly is 
^ot desirable for us, and perhaps not for him, that 
^^<i should be called to his councils. 

* I am afraid there is no chance of such a disposition 

^^ this on the part of the Prince ; and when you ask 

**ie whether a private conference between us might 

'^^able you to put matters in such a train as would 

*^*^ likely to produce a useful result, all I can say 

called 
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' Prince to form an Administration comprehending the 

* persons with whom we have been in communication, 

* fonnded on the principles which have already been 

* stated, and with full assurance of support in carrying 
' other important measures which have not yet been 

* talked of, but upon which, I am confident, there 

* would be no disagreement between you and me ; 

* everything in the formation of that Administration, 
*■ in all its branches, being lefk open to fair consident- 

* tion and decision ; — if such a result should be 

* probable, I would go to the conference which you 

* suggest with the greatest readiness, and with a 

* sincere hope that its effect might be such as we 
' desire. But if this prospect is not afforded me, I 

* should despair of succesa 

* In a disposition to conciliate I trust you will not 
' suppose me to be wanting. But after what has 
' passed, I could not venture to undertake any share, 

* however unimportant, in the dangerous task of 
' Government, without the full security of its being 

* composed of persons on whose support and co-opera> 
' tion I could depend in all its departments, and the 

* strongest evidence to the public, both in the [Minciple 
' and the details of its formation, that it was so."* 

But the course pointed out by my &ther was one^ 
which, if in the power of the Regent, it was no longerr 



* Letter to Lord Uoira, June 4, 1812. It oertainlr 
ordinary that Lord Moira, with this letter before him, shoold 
only two days afterwards acquiescence in his conditioa not to 
the Household ! 
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wish to adopt. It was not only that he had 
ually become identified, as my father had foreseen 
he iffoald, duriog the year which had since elapsed, 
wi til the jwlicy and system of his present advisers, 
aiici had become in the same degree estranged from his 
former friends ; but in the course of the discussions in 
Farhument tliat followed the negotiation attempted 
through the Duke of York, grave cause of offence had 
been found. 

My father, in the course of the csplanationg which 
then took place, had alluded, as has been already 
incstitioned, to the former siipix>sed opinions of the 
Prince on the Catholic Question. This seems to have 
l^eeii ill taken ; and Lord Moii-a, while the result of 
^rd Wellesley's commission was still uncertain, had 
'*^Htten (on the 31st of May) to ask an explanation of 
^'h^i he had then said. *' It is difficult,* my father writes 
*'* reply, - to remember precise expressions so long 
^lltr they were spoken, but I ca,nuot be far wrong 
^ti slating the substance of what I said as follows: — 
■^ was speak iug on the subject of the Irish Catholics, 
^►lid particularly on the charge of intemperate con- 
duct which had been urged against them. I stated 
^Auit great allowances were to be made for this, con- 
sidering their repeated disappointments, and I cited 
sa^ instances of these, the recall of Lord FiUwilliatu,* 

^ tn n05» by Mr. Pitt's ti ovarii luent, Ho bad bc^eu appointed I^rd 
• ^^- '- w Uiuait of IrclaiKl ttfter the split in the Wliig ]t»ftrly, occasional by 
' ^-^^ ibSavenct of opuiiou on the policy rcoUei-ed neceaaary by the French 
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* and the Union. I then said tJiat the most distiii* 

* aQcl authentic pledges had been givcu to them of tl 

* Prince's wish to relievo them from the disabilitii 

* of which the}" complained ;* that I spoke in tl 
' lieariug of jwrsons who could contradict me if whi 

* I said was unfounded, and who would, I was sot 

* support its truth, if questioned ; that now, when tl 

* fultUment of these pledges was confldentlj expect© 

* to see an Administmtion confirraed in power whii 

* stood on the express principle of resisting the 
' claims;, was^ perhaps, the bitterest disappointmei 

* they had yet experienced ; and that it was not so 

* prising, if, under such circurastances, they felt an 

* acM ia ft vfm that all well-wishers to the 

* the empir? must regret 

* T\m I give as ihe substance, and by no means 

* a correct repetition of the particular expressions us 
^ by me ; and this statement I can neither retract 
' ewd<nivour to explain away. If, in consequence ol 



L 



«NW m Hm Cyibofie CUw^ Mr. Fattenby «9s oJled sp hj 
mmMm «f Ut4 CtMmm^ m tbis wbiael* tni eteted. ■ I n^ 

* llw Wl4ft l^te (BmIIM> kMr U t^ k«wt «r Um Msh Gore 
' Mwl «t3««IC *^ n«ft«« onmitiwtif^ nol mcnly p«musaaoD, 1 

' tir TTxn" "T IV rraii ^ri'trr if Tn^l.iiiltTiit ha 
«M«I it <»imM ««tr b« MM W fhilit Oai * ifc «w uieoGstjtut] 

* IMiwx <yr W\fc>M^ |wi^— > to y» mtmmm to Qw w g a i tj 
' «f«lttll«to^|iMMliatt«k*«w«HlkitoytoteM«Mhi« 
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tie Prince feels a strong pei*sonal objection to 

* ^% I am only repeat what I have already said 

to you, that I am perfectly ready to stand out of 

* the way ; that my friends sball have my complete 

* concurrence in taking office without me, and my 

toost cordial support in the Government, if tiieir 

measures are directed, as I am sure they always 

iiust be, by the principles ou which we have acted 

' together: 

"l^his answer was considered satisfactory by Lord 

^*oira (whatever it may have been by his master), and 

"^ eongmtidates himself, in acknowledging its receipt, 

*^^ having thus * removed preliminary obstacles from a 

'Negotiation in which the dearest interests of the 

^oimtry were at stake/ 

35ut in the same speech in which he had made these 

illusions to the Prince*s former opinions on the Car 

^-ixrilic Question, my father had referred to another 

t*^iDt, on which, though no explanation seems to have 

^*^en asked for, it appears still more probable that 

^^^tiiig offence must have been taken. He had de- 

^^lanced in strong terms * the existence of an unseen 

^lid separate influence,' (he also called it * a cursed and 

V^anefnl influence,) which lurked behind the throne,* 

^^ influence to which he could alone ascribe the letter 

^^ January 1812 to the Duke of York, should 

^^ inisters deny having advised it. * Would they (the 

^^iiiisters) deny,' he had also asked in the House, * that 

L'onsultcd on the letter ? If so, it would 



t:.hey 



were 
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' <iHUibliHli the point that there was an iBflwBoe hAind 

* iUti tlironcs the most daogercraB tiiat orndd exist." 
Aim! htt \m\ declared it to be his 'rooted and unalter- 

* able prineiplo not to accept of ofl&oe witfaoot ooming 

* ti> an uridorAtanding for the abolition of this destiue- 

* tivo HyHt(»m.* 

In th'm dotorm (nation, further strengthened as it was 
by the courHO mloptcd by the Bcgentinthesabseqoent 
tic^jjjotlatioHH, HO dinuiily at variance with the pro- 
ft^HHioim h(^ had nuulo in 18 11, we have the explanation 
and tlu^ juMtilUiition of the stand taken on the subject 
of I ho llouMohold ap[K)intmcnts, on which the fresh 
nogtttiiitions o}H'nod by Lord Moira, upon the final 
fiviluh* of U>hl \Volloaloy*s attempt to form an Admi- 
ui»*fnMii>n. »t omv bn>ko off. 

ThiM. uogt Miction (H>mmcni'od on the 5th of June by 
u riHpuv«( (Kmu \am\\ Moira to my &thcr and Lord 
i)hMn\l)o \h\\ Uu\v would i\>nfor with him, in the hope 
\\\\\\ it uukUi U>(^d lo (ho (x^bility of ' cooperation in 

* tho rri\uv*!» sx^rvuv/ • Xo jklT^antagc, however,* they 
lluM«iih^ * \^«s likoK u> Tt\?uli from pursuing this 

* a«l;hvi 1\> \nv«^>uhx^n^\i diiviusskws,' and the con- 
h\»vnxv \H «isi d«vlu>^l It x»-5fc!t ihcfcfoTO Bccessary for 
\^\»>1 M,MW t\^ i^V'UTx'^ oir^vi MiiboritY from the 
^^^*;^^^^^ I\n i^)>jv^\ io w\x ^jij^r A::jd LM>i Givnville, or 

11u> <^»uh»>4^\> )>o ?tvvv;xx\v *3ki 001 ihe 6th the ^ 
^v>?^,s,'j>x aj>,^ >»;v^j«,x ,v f.icTi&ajy: *x Administrations 
w,\»v 4v^««5s^vi Jvi^%vj ilk Oct .J jk Amvexsatioiu oP 
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which a minute was afterwards drawn up and read in 
6<3th Hunses.* 

The explanations respecting measures which ap- 

|>ea.red ' to be of the greatest urgency at the present 

-* moment,' were declared to be satisfactory. But as 

Xord Moira refused to acquiesce in the demand of 

TMxy father and Lord Grenville that the ' apiwint- 

• ments to tliose great offices of the Household which 

• liAve been usually included in the political arrani^e- 

• ments made on a change of Administrntiou,' should 
Vxs considered in the same manner on the present 
occaision, the negotiation was at once terraiuated ; and 
o«i. the 8th of July, Lord Lirerpool in the House of 
X^ords, and Lord Castlereagh in the House of Commons^ 
announced that the Prince Eegcnt had named the 
^>nner nobleman First Lord of the Treasury, and 
icfctmsted him with the Uvsk of forming a new Admi- 
m«tiution. 

In the explanations which ensued in both Houses, 

^'^^^ father and Lord Grenyille were violently attacked ' 

^^^^ buvitig acted, as it was said, * on a settled design 

<^i hurailiating the Prince Regent, and of irritating 

^is feelings.* This my father indignantly denied. 

^*^^3th he and Lord Grenville emphatically stating that 

^**- making the demand above alhided to, they * acted 

^:«i public grounds alone, and with no other feeling 

>prhatcver, than that which aroso from the necessity of 

^ving to a new Govemmeul that ehantcter of efB- 

• Soe Minute m Appendix V., p, 158, at tby eutl ol iho voluiuu.t 






' ii-^L-r- iZfL fT3.::CiT7. izii :ii«:€e aarfcs of the coDSti- 
' 'r.'i- ciil ?^.rt.ir. ::' 'JL*z '.r^jTrz. whidli were required 

• :.. ■Tiaiil'r :: :•: i-:- ^iieriZj 5:.r the pablic service; 
' i.i'i -Jhi: :i -Ji:.-?*^ rririz-if .: ir-c-esirt*! to tfaem indis- 

■ lez-ri Mr ±;ia -jLr: xczeriic Of the great offices of 

■ -1-i »1'. ir: TK-1± -J:"^ r«:L--.:Ll A iniiiftniaon should be 

TlL^ rrii- :t'.^ ii :. -s- f-:- gtz-rraliy admitted, and -Kz^d 

':Z>:Li5 V. II " h. t:r±^T :Liz. i: was then sought to <3».zo 

ar-r/iT :: — en". ra-iLi j i? i: lo^ --X^i^, not only the -^^ ^g 

:.Trti: •.•r::'«. ':.::: -:t^zj fiTiirloi. in the Household held ^^^ d 

r.r ::i-r7::r>rr? •:: ■e'lL-:: E:^:5e of Parliament — that one -^ je 

• fi". i^:iir'>:lj ci'ivriti::-! ::s having, at this time, been .Mr^m: -n 
rv-::. brii'L: iL:M i\u-25:::-. Sir Rorien Peel carried -tj»-d 
ihr prlricicl-i: =«> tar a? to make the noD-dismissal even mum: n 
fn rY.i; wives of the f.-mier Miaisiers, the gronnd for 'rm: ^)r 
rf:fui:i:.2 to Uikv ofice in H40. 

My father al.s:» repelleil the accusation that when 
they in<\?,iefl nrxjn the prt-liminaiy condition of the 
f/^wer to di-rmLrS ihe Household, they must hare 
known that the principal members of it had already 
declared their intention to resign. This had been said 
by Lf^rfl Yarmouth, who stated in the House of 
Commons, for himself and other members of the 
I Iou«r>hold, that they had had this intention, and had 
taken every means of making it known, communicating 
it in particnlar ' to a right honourable gentleman who 

• had taken an active part in the negotiations.' Mr. Pon- 
son by declared that whoever this right honourable gen- 
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tloxnan might 1m», * he could state with certainty that 

* nothing of the import of what had fallen from the 

* nohle lord had been ever etatod to himself or to my 

* I-iOrds Grey or GrcuvUle.' And Mr, Tieraey added, 
thaxt on api>h ing to Mr. Sheridan, in consequence of 
tli^ reports that were spread of intended resignations, 
li^ was met by the offer of a bet of five hnudred 
^*:» incas that * no such thing was ever in contemplation.' 
^^Cr, Sheridan, in a shuflling explanation, inter rnpted 
01:1 ce by illness, and which branched off into every irre- 
l^^^-ant topic, could not deny either the conversation 
''^^ith Lord Yarmouth, or the bet to which Mr» Tiemey 
alluded. The latter> however, he said, referred only to 
tti^ 'contingency on which the resignationa were to 

depend/ And as to the former — the com muni cation 

^l laded to by Lord Yarmouth— that nobleman 'knew 

<Jiat he was one of the kist persons to whom the 

authority for making such a communication would 

tiave been given. The noble lord knew that lie was 

«3ot in the habit of having political communications 

'^vith Lord Grey, much less with Lord GrenvUle. A 

^nessage of that sort he would not take, &^ &c" 

^^yfiither declared at the same time, in the House 

^^f liords, that he had never heard of the intended 

'^^^dgnation of the * Household from anj' thing in 

^e shajw of authority, and the very loose rumour 

lie did hear was immediately contradicted,' Nothing/ 

'^^ addetl, * could l>c further from his wishes or 

^ inteutioDi? ihan to do auythinji that could be 



•vS^sism: -R -Sit Faust. Twv- iMfiMi g d ealy tlie 

* ^.asmtss laiK hut \hssl jEa^ mpm. a guMu l dmige 
- *jC ^'jF*n3BesLi^ If 'aiET wnui hnv liefie¥^ the 
' rfs&rusjQBS ic- vt jOfno; »> ns^ fibtt, ihev would 

* iaiT« i^Oi v^fsdbwr ^acyrfinaL joid wvmid htve ao- 
' *x^0ud lift ikCsa(ca&£3S ii. Ae waBuaa mosL agreemble 
'■tfj'o/t Fna&b^tM lA fat £«£is</ dv individials 

Bex tfere vis a&e caasiaai viikoat vkk^ nddier 
<ei fide vx <«. i£r c4ka- owiagB. could mv &tlier be 
iuiiKiEd «> aeoefA tbe saukia of a lfhii*=a?r respoii- 
eU^k ior the poiky c^ tike comtiy : and diat was» the 
asQiabce of faaving the cotsdmtianal siqiport irf' Uie 
Cn>vii in bruLgmg fbrvard tke measnres whidi he 
eooadered that die interests of the coo&tiy required. 
^ For mrseli^ mr Lords,' he said, ^ I vill neTCf become 

* ODe of anv GoTenunent, unless I have complete 
*' asBoranoe and secnritr that the principles I have 

* professed diall be fullv and fairly discossed, and the 

* measores which I consider absoiutelT necessary for 
*' the salTation of the coontry, adopted ; and with these 
' sentiments I have now ^ttle prospect of being called 

* to the cooncils of my Sovereign/ 

And had the late negotiations been of a nature to 
give him reason to hope that if he accepted office sach 
woold l>e his position in the €U>vemment? or had the 
propositions made to him been soch in themselves, or 
lia^l they l>cen introduced in a manner, to encourage 
such a hope ? A short recapitolation of the various 
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oftlw» iifffiikU ocg> wMth I mmst ike at die 
risk of appearing tedioiis; inO Aam kt^r hr tiiis was 
fmiD being the caae. 

^VVhile thedisciuaiaittOD t^ Begieiief BQl were stOl 

in progress, the Prwe tad opeahr deduvd his intett- 

tion of mtmstuig bit fiitber and lord GrenTille with 

Uie formadoQ of an Admim^tration ; and he had £9* 

^^Hsed with them the g^eoend aifaageinents which they 

h^d agreed in propoeing; in a maimer that mr &ther 

_ ^solce of as entirely 8attgGM*torT,* 

^ WTien this intention was abandoned for the moment, 

'^^der the pressoi* put npon him on the ground of the 

^fceu state of the King's health, the Prince had Tolon- 

■ ^^^red to my father the assurance that as soon as the 

•"^^strictions, which had been imposed upon him for a 

^e^r, shoold expire, he would again recur to their 

^•<3irice. But when this period arrived, what had been 

^ tli^ conduct of the Regent ? Without the occurrence 

H of* a single erent to merit the forfeiture of the con- 

'fitienc^ which he had professed to repose in them, 

^»nd in direct eontradictioa to the assurance thus 

"V-oluntarily given to them, my father and Lord Gren- 

"^ille found themselves merely invited to consider the 

possibility of forming a Junction with the existing 

Administration. 

^or even on the death of Mr. Perceval, when a 
sh attempt to strengthen the Government was, as 

S«e extract from a letter to my rootber of Uie 2l8t Juiuary 18U» 
^^«>*.ed in the last Cfhapter. 
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it were, forced upon the Prince, had he thonght 
proper to make a direct appeal to his former chosen 
counsellors. ' The negotiations for forming a new Go- 
vernment were, in the first instance, committed to 
Lord Wellesley* and Mr. Canning, whose employment 
on sach a mission by the Regent had been character^ 
ized by my father as far back as the preceding August 
(when a report of their being so commissioned already 
prevailed) as 'inconsistent with the communications 

* he (the Prince) entered into with Grenville and me 
' last spring, or with the language and professions 

* which he thought proper to use when he parted with 

* us.'t * How stood,'— my father said, in the course of 
the explanations that took place on the 8th of June, — 

* How stood our affairs at the commencement ? Can 
' I forget that I received authority to form an Admi- 

* nistration, but that His Majesty's Government was 

* continued by His Royal Highness from the most 

* amiable motives — the hope of the recovery of the 

* King. But at the same time we received assurances 

* that if his Royal Father should not be restored, and 

* the Prince should assume the reins of Government, 

* he would act upon those principles he had formerly 
' entertained, and that the commission with which I 
' had at first been intrusted, should be renewed. 

* I have not thought it necessary to enter into the details of the 
second projKwition made by Lord Wellesley. The Minute and Answer 
in the Appendix sufficiently show the nature of that proposal, which 
was one that no one attempted for an instant to say ought to have been 
accepted. 

t Letter to Lord Holland, August 4, 1811. 
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Conscious of nothing that should induce His Royal 
Higbness to recall his gracious purpose, we did en- 
tertain hopQS of being indulged with the confidence 
of our SoTcreign. We wore disappointed ; yet to the 
* first proposition made by the Noble Marquis (Welles- 

I' ley), confessedly without authority, we returned an 
■ answer which showed our disposition to conciliate, 
* in compliance with the general wish of the nation.' 

*Ix)rd Wellesley's miasion failing, and a more direct 
communication with the Opimsitioa leaders becoming 
tina. voidable, the Regent did not even then take the 
I simple and direct, as well as the customary, course, of 
sending for those who were to be at the head of the 
Administration, and giving them full powers for its 
formation (a course which only a few days before my 
H Entlier had intimated to Lord Moira was the only one 
^ likely, as far as he and Lord Grenville were concerned, 
^ l)C attended with success*) ; but a third person was 
again employed. Their acceptance of office was to be 
4 Subject of negotiation ; and in the course of that 
negotiation, on asking the preliminary question— a 
question which the course of these transactions made 
i^ ID their opinion, more than ever imperative upou 
^m to put — as to the extent to which they were to 
poeseas the powers with regai-d to the Ho uphold 
^pp^iutments, usually granted to tliose charged with 
tJ»e formation of a new Ministry, and the possession of 
'l«kb was supposed to mark more particularly the 

* 8*1 etinct ftlready quoted from letters to Lord Moim of 4tb Jula. 
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ccoifioHsiQe of "te SprcMEiL Ou winnc diiB, under 

-r^re v.ud -diK liipr ipgrc: iuofisd » poaBesB ill diese 
|iiEnr*3S. inn 'vriiii laK- imdasEKiifizig lint Act elioold 

Bbli^-xiitc. IS SIT ^san- cid.izi ^ existaice of a 
Bttppen ii±iKiK« — XL iufneiitt- -vioc^ k»d fiisi promptod 
&!*: <4Scr sAd^ V' i2i£SL i3crc«Eii ibe ]>ike of Yoik,aiid 
la^i 2rt«rv&rQr -arnifd =l aie vmr (f ^bit diierc appeal 
v> Lzmsi^ aiii Lr:<ra «^fSLTiI>- viicii iber had a rigbt 
lo e^«e^ — lirjkrfijs ii tbe exkusee of socii an 
iif^^cOK:. nka wocjd ppi-^ttinlT kw be exerted to 
ULTsn Lib i:: pcEssziz ibit pc&r to Ibnraid which 
cr.c>i }jK Li« c^cly <:>b)eec ii. joiLiaz the AdministEatkMi, 
vas it wssTifitc ijr hira to aojaiesee in soch a condition ? 
Had rafA [a?t occarrezKes siren him a li^t to be 
more tfaazi nsoali v on his guard r And had not the 
circom^tai/res anecding die different proposals made 

* ]Cr. OkExJx^ in ^ieSesdrr.-x Lccd ITosn ior ha ffondnrt oa ibm oeett- 
ts/Xiy caifi, fc« Ecrelj ' resissed ice ftc^ccasioa ^ a power vldch lie 
'«:fcxx.'«!ft«i2»d to exist ;' bzc be ixes cctiras noUemsi ail die zv^odb- 
btl'^7 of fiaving pTerectedtiie fcfTziA;doa of «nev Aiiminatnckian, vfaen 
i£. nlaAit^ -what occcmd en the tenn-naticc. of Lord M<Hzm's ooorena- 
tvM With iDjr ftther and Lord GreniiQe^ be prooeeda to state vpoo 
a^j^b/zrhj, that whec ' be (Lord Hoiia) Rtorsed to the Boyal pceaenoe 
' be yit Xkd* qrifestion directlj : " Is roar Royal Highnewa prepared, if I 

* «br>filrl so advise it, to part with all the offioHS of yoor hoaaehold? " 

* Ttu: aaawftr «a«, " I am." *• Then,"' said Lord Moira^ •* jour EojaL 

* Hi;^hri«H shall not part with one of them." * 

[»r'i Moira laid himself open to mach snspidoQ, as to the mottrea ons. 
whi<;h he had acted on this occasion, bj acceptiz^ the appointment oC 
';o'/<;ni//r-^;':it«nJ of India from Lord Liverpool, only a few months 
Jat'sr. * I pretend to no chiralry/ my father writes on that occasion to 
f^tni Holland, * but I would rather rot and die in gaol than act aa 

* Mmra has done.' 
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lo him, amply justified him in expressing, in the Flonse 
uf Lonls, tiie suspicion — ■* either that we were not to be 
'tulmittal to tlie Cabinet at all, or that we were to be 

* bitniul rlown m such a manner, that the public should 
'kvp security thai the principles and measures to 
^whick, during our whole Parliamentary existence, 
'we have been pledged, should be decidedly over- 
*rul<;f]. The same suspicion,' he continued, * occurred 

* to my ijoble friend near nie, Lord Grcnville. Was 

* iliis, 1 appeal to the House, a fit, a decent jiroposnl 

* for us to accept ? What is there in ray conduct — 
'what is there in ray life— which should induec oven a 
' njomentary belief that I would consent to degrade 
' myself iuto an instrument— a tool, to accomplish the 
'*Jesigi,g of others? Was it really believed that I 

l^ould now support measures I have stremionsly and 
^ifonnly condemned? Shall I permit myself for an 
* tiiHtiinI to indulge the idea, that any man could dare 
' to bf >pe, that fur the despicable emoluments of office 
' J Would barter the principles that have actuated 
' ^T life \ or that T would now abandon the measures 
'which, in ray opinion, arc essential to the salvation 
•«^f the State?' 

In contending, therefore, for the recognition of the 

F^'tT to make such changes in the Hou<?ehold as they 

pgbt deem requisite, my father and Lord Grenville 

only con tend inpr, as they l>elieved, for the power, 

wHhonl which tlun' could not honoural)ly accept of!ic<^, 

^^ ^arryins into effect the policy to which they were 

X 
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>iede£d.* Xer did rhey do this in any principle of 

rxnnsMMi. Thej had shown in their answers to Lord 

Xeiiesiiiv mat chey were not only willing to act with 

iXLT aiiHL who dsieed with, diem on the general prin- 

ipnifrui 'ne loiicy do be a«£K)pied. bat that they were 

Li^ r^ftkiv :o ^vaive :±e dbjim which they nndonbtedly 

]^ :7^*n ihe Besienc. lo be tiliemselves at the head of 

jLSiy new :irTan!seiiie&c.f Bat this simple and constita- 

iuuskL ~iew of die case was stodioosly kept oat of 

r^dlu A i.'ry was raised of a design to homiliatc 

ae i.\e'£euc. This pretence was eagerly seized npon_j 

* Loc*A ^luim in lus dxplaoation, treated the mmtter as a mere * p(Hii1P-^ j 
■'i t'oriu.' viiwii lie oonsidered it improper to press, and a * prttensioa, 
iM NjoiimivubUtiiift oi yieidiiig to whi<^ * would have been nngalarii^^ ^ 
•iiuicuiuvua^.' I^ni '.irenville replied, * that it ma not on a pnttnsiox.'^ 

■ ida-'.tM uvbie Sari ^rms it, bat on a difference regarding a most i 

- uttfiaufc ^mc of the Constitation, necessary as we conceive to th 

- >(,u«M ;^>«nuueuc ol; tJie timpire that our dissension vza founded. 
lth» iu«t»uou waft no Ibhs than this — whether we could ooDSoit 
i>«i;vMM <;lfici«QC members of an Administration formed on a principr< 
«uuoi, .u our deiiberace opinion, was calculated to overthrow the 
iuMWJMged L>nctice of the Constitution.' It is difficult to undi 

^>u N%iiafc ^ijrouud or pnnciple Mr. Canning spoke of the * wish of tKT 
iigiM IorU» :o have the whole power of the Government put into tTi «=^ 

■ hauJbn* a^ ^h« douuitxon of their acceptance of office,asaa * undue 
.«UM>ut ' ytu uMtr pari. 

f {%<M i>a^e :icsr. — Colonel Mejiick Siawe, in a memoir publi 
u iu« ^v«u&h auppiementaiT volume of the Duke of Wellingtoi^c: 
'^^^,ifr'vi-f «how» tiiafe Lord Welkeky reoognized this oU%ation 
vJM t^<» ^^ 'uo Frinc« Begent* and advised him to act upon it. He 
s>MM4^wU» Aft^'^mttiy by the ftince, as to the Gk>vemment he sh* 
V4U^ a;< t'iw C.VVW v«' ths) year of rostriction. In answer, Lord Welles' 
^x^ • i» * i«*w«ily vTMited that yoor Royal Highness is pledged 
MitjMulac ^« «»c UMtt. It is of great importance to the ocontiy 
Cv ^v%u«w^' ^h^c y^ur Ooverument (in your own name) should < 
' Mvu<>j Hiiiik uub^wtii»hed hotoour. My advice therefore is, that 
Alt mii ^9*^* '***^ MMmmet^ jfM^ umndermrdj co$t what it may* 
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iw an nnreformed atid siibsei'\'ieijt House of Coin- 
mons; and llie same Ministers, who, when a change of 
GoT€mment seemed imminent, were condemned, \\y 
the (lelibemte vote of the House, as unequal to the 
exigeneies of the times, were, now that they appeared 
to be eonfirmed in power, assured of the confidence 
atid support of the same House by a majority of one 
hundred and twent} -five ! 

I must not conclude my notice of these negotialions 

"Without mentioning that there was considerable dif- 

ft^rcnce of opinion amongst the members of the Whig 

r*arty themselves, as to the course pui*sued by my 

^thcr and Lord Greuville in refusing the Oovernmcnt 

^*^i the conditions offered. Many of their friends, 

^'^ciccd, condemned their conduct very strongly. 

^^Iii thread/ ray father wrote to Lord Hollantl, * is 

Against OS on the subject of the HousehohL He says 

t.lie jK>iut of honour was saved by Moims stating 

tliat we had power to change the oflQcers in that 

clepartinent, and that . . . we ought not to have 

iiisiflted on the exercise of the power;' and Mr. 

^r^rner writes to Mr. Hallam : ' I regret very mmh 

ttal you arc not satisfied with the conduct of Lortl 

Orey and Lord Grenville in their rupture of the 

icg«>liatio!L' Mr. Horner himself took what seems 

me a very just view of what occun*ed. * Their 

mode of closing the negotiation was' — he pives it as 

Hi« opinion, — *thc most honourable and uprighl for 

Ibemselvos, though with a little more n^serve Ihey 

X 2 
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* might have left it to be terminated with more di&- 

* gnce to the Prince. . . I am now satisfied/ he adds, 
looking back to the whole intrigae, that they neyer 

' had any chance of coming into office ; and am if^me- 

* what inclined to apprehend that the high tone of 
' personal honour, and the strict stoical maxims of 

* politi(jal conduct, which the present leaders of the 

* Wliig Opposition are guided by, ... are not 

* ciilculatcd to obtain place for thein, except in a 

* favourable conjuncture of accidents, or to win imme- 

* (liaic favour for them with the public. . . I will not 

* Huy tiiat nothing of the peculiarities of temper was to 
' bo dotoctod in their prompt and peremptory manner 

* of nogotialing ; but, on the other hand, they negotiated 

* with ail the odds t^inst them, arising from their 

* iutogrity tuul rigid honour being known to those who 

* iutriguiHl against them with fewer scruples.' And 
u>»\iu« in s)Hniking of the difficulties they would have 
IumI to \>n\tond agiunst in office, he says : ' From all 

* this thov jm^ ssivoil. Noi by any want of courage 

* \M^ th^Mr !ii\K\ but by the triumph of inveterate 

* d\i(v\ioiv> X aiul the k^w arts of a palace over an 

* uuKa^Mo 5^:^', j^rvHid iiitecrity. I belicTe the gene- 

* ml ^^J^\u^\i\ \o Iv At |v^^^r.t ;9i£aiiDst the Whigs ; and, 

* wuh ^h\^ xv^*,»l 5;i^>city i>f the public, they see 
' ^N^h^,^^ U;i « str,;^V iv ;ih frir pbces in the deter- 

?^^^, ^\^^iv ^V s-AsTts 3«^ ^T ji Prifice who had 
<.i.%.v;r,N\i Xn¥ V;>ftftH,\\ ^vt^ A i« yWfcRi bdiore, the title 
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one of the 'old, firm, and uniform ailberents of 

* ^oi,' to ill trod Qce into his Government the advo- 

•^^tes and representatives of the principles which it 

^iul been hia owu boast to have learnt from that great 

Jttian 1 And from this time, to the end of his life, his 

estrangement and separation from his * early friends ' 

"^^erc final and complete. 

Of the two questions which had been put forward 

'jr Lord Welleslcy in his attempt at the formation of 

s*- Qovernment, as those an agreement on which might 

^iorin the basis of a negotiation — I need not add 

*^> ^ord to what I have already said iu explanation 

^r nij fatlier's views respecting the claims of the 

C*atholics. His opinions on that question never Taried 

tin its final settlement iu 1829. But shortly after 

"tl^o termination of all the negotiations for a change of 

-A.<iiniiiistration above mentioned, a vote was come to 

^^y the House of Commons which might well provoke 

^lie contrast which he drew between the course the 

Blouse seemed now disposed to adopt, and the circum- 

stasces under which it had been elected in 1807, On 

^^e 22ud of June Mr. Canning moved, and carried by 

^ inajority of 129, a resolution pledging the House to 

^n early consideration, in the next Session, of the 

Rornan Catholic claims, with a view to their 'final 

' and conciliatory adjustment.'* And the next day, 

* Tlie numbers were ; — 

For Mr, Canning's Eesolation .. .. 235 

Against it .. .. 106 

Bi^ority .. .. 12D 
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when Lord Wellesley gjftve notice of his intention i 
make a similar motion in the House of Lords, in 
father thus alladed to the vote of the preceding nigl 
in the other Honse. m 

' Yesterday,* he aiid, * it was exactly fire ym 

* since this Parliament met, after the dismission of :i 

* Administratioa for brining forward an inadeqaatc 

* measure in fiiroor of tLe Catholics, He said inadi 

* qnate, becanae he felt it to be so, but was at the san: 

* time satisfied that more could not have been came 

* at that period. It would be recollected under whi 

* circumstances this Parliament was assembled, j 

* ccy was sent forth through the country against th 

* dismiased Administration, upon the members of whic 

* every species of obloquy was cast, for the effort whic 

* they had made towards the conciliation of His Mj 
'jesty's Roman Catholic subjects. Yet he now 

* the satisfaction to witness^ and he congratulated 

* self and the country upon the event, that in this vj 

* Parliament, the House of Commons had agreed 

* proposition, the object of which was the comj 

* conciliation of His Majesty's Roman Catholic 

* jects^ and that proposition brought forward b^ 

* who was a member of the Administration 

* whose auspices this Parliament was assembled.] 

his word* «n repofted vwidd Mem to iDOffyt bal, besMiae wmij^ 
am to tba BoBuCSiUMfiea, fa<iinveri2iglii»««sol9«c^ 
Otti gADsnlljr be mote waiitififftctoiy than Um repovta of 
BMtttarjr dobt lea si Uut time, vxieoi^ vliicli my fOiMr i 
^•^ifs acBt ossnelcd reporta of tMr own Hpet A ok. 
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* wonld teach him still more forcibly to pcrisevere in 
^ tbe line of duty, whatever obloquy might be cast 
* ^mn him, satisfied that, sooner or later, his motives 
'would be justified to the public, and his conduct 
' sliown in its true and proper light.' 

Ijorti Wellesley's motion was only rejected by a 

niajority of one ; and such a division in the House 

^^fLords, which had always been considered to be the 

3tmnghold of the anti-Catholic3, following the decisive 

Oiajonty by which the principle of conciliation had 

**^en affirmed in a House of Commons chosen under 

*ll the excitement of a 'No Popery* cry, might well 

^^oouragc a hoi>e on the part of the Catholics, that the 

[ ^^ccess of their cause was not far distant. 

But an expedient had been for some years adopted 
^ hh respect to this question, infinitely more fatal to 
* *^ success, and better calculated to defeat the hopes 
^^^ Its advocates, than any direct opposition could have 
J^^OTcd ; that, namely , of making it what ia called an 
^*l>cn one. The effect of adopting this principle has 
^'^nply been to exempt the Grovernment, ujion this the 
**iost iraj>ortant question that could be brought under 
'^Uf^ir consideration, from the necessity of declaring, as 
^ Government, any policy whatever, and thus to save 
^He Minister at its head from the usual consequences 
^f a vote adverse to his views. Indeed it would seem 
^^ if this expedient had been expressly hit upon, as a 
laoans of satisfying the consciences of those who pro- 
fessed to be in favour of the policy of concession, yet 
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who were not prepared to sacrifice office (o the advo- 
cacT of tiuu poller. And thoo^ the Cabinet MIdis- 
teis were on this occasion, and continued to be 
throngfaoat Lord liTeipool's Administration, pretty 
equally divided in both Houses on the subject of the 
Catholic claims, the only result of their balanced 
uliinions was the long disappointment of every hope 
which the present faTounible demonstration in both 
Ilofises might hare tended to encourage. Seventeen 
years were yet to elapse—seventeen years of miserable 
and mischievous, yet, considering all things, of per- 
haps not inexcusable agitation — ere the concessions 
which could not be obtained from the justice were 
wrung from the fears of a British Parliament. 

And am I not right in attributing this unhappy con- 
sequence rather to the professed friends than to the 
avowed opponents of the Roman Catholic claims? 
Can any one doubt that if Mr. Canning, Lord Castle- 
reagh, and others who acquiesced, as members of 
Govcruiiient, in making this an open question, though 
acknowledging the importance of settling it in the only 
way in which it could be settled, had followed the 
example of my father and Lord GrenviUe in making 
tiuit settlement a sine qua non condition of their accept- 
auce of office, it would have been utterly impossible foi^ 
either Mr. Perceval or Lord Liverpool to have formed. 
Admin Lstratious which did not admit the principle of" 
<:(jneessioii to the Catholics ? Xor, at the commence- 
ment of the Regency, did the difficulty which had beert 
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hitherto interposctl by the personal objections of the 
&vemgn anj longer exist. George III. in 1812 was 
''elplessly insane, and admitted to be so; and the 
%'ent was still supposed to be favourable to a cause 
"/ircli he had hitlierto avowedly siipjx)rted. 
The vigorous prosecution of the war in the Pen- 
'iisiila was the second question proposed by Lord 
'^'^ellesley, on which agreement was necessary before 
'Negotiations could be entered into for a new Adnii- 
'^istration ; and to this I must advert at some length, 
^*^T on no subject have the opinions of my father been 
'^ore grossly or more systematically misrepresented. 
-*^ti Jact the systematic misrepresentation of the opinions 
^•-'^d sentiments expressed by their opponents was one 
^^^ the most effectual weapons used by Ministers and 
**<>ir supportjers to defend themselves from attack, 
^^y^ father had more than once complained of this, and 
'^AVj in the course of the explanations arising out of 
^ **<^ late political negotiations, he said : * He was well 
[ ^ware that he had little chance of escaping consider- 
^^lile misrepresentation, for he knew from experience 
tliat* say what he would, he could not exempt him- 
self from havings in the course of a few days, and 
5"requcntly in the course of a few hours, sentiments 
imputed to him directly opix)site to those which he 
swtuallv delivered.' 
It lias been seen that no one had hailed with more 
eagier hope and sympathy the first rising of the 
Spaniards against their French invaders \ that he had 
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entiivljapproTcdofthe policy ofsiipportingthciii witll 
the best means of the country \ and, when negotiations 
with France were subsequently spoken of, that he had 
declared his opinion that no greater infamy conltl 
attach to any country, than would attach to England, 
if she consented even to treat upon the condition ol 
abandoning Spain to the French usurpation. H^ 

But he had never contemplated our making otff! 
selves principals in the contest. TVc shoiild give the 
Spaniards, indeed, onr best assistance, and that with 
no niggard hand, both as to men and money* But it 
was for them to work out their own deliverance. And 
the result of Sir John Moore*3 campaign, proving hovi 
little dependence c-onld be placed in Spanish promises 
or on Sjmuish exertion, had led him to question the 
policy of continuing the war in the Peninsula at sue! 
an expenditure of the resonrces of the country as i1 
seemed likely to entail u|3on us. 

This opinion had been further strengthened hy 
issue of the Talavera campaign, when faith in Spanisl 
assurances had again nearly led to fatal results •, anc 
even after Lord Wellington's great successes in 18 Ij 
and 1812 had given a brighter aspect to oar afTairs h 
the Peninsula, my father felt his hopes much dampe< 
by the disgust with which the conduct of the Spanisl 
Provisional Government continued to inspire him, ani 
which he feared was * preparing for ns new disappoint 
' ments/ 

Having this opiuion of the Spaniarils, aiid au almoai 
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equal distrust of the Portuguese Government, it is not 
smijrising that when, at the close of IS 10, Lord Wei- 
liwgtoQ had been forced to retire upon Lisbon, and 
ivbeu he saw the whole of Spain overran and occupied 
by an overpowering French force (amounting at that 
time to neiir 400,000 men), he should have doubted 
Ihe fiossihility of the 30,000 or 40,000 British troops 
fflio held the lines before Lisbon, being enabled long 
to maintain their ground against well-directed efforts 
on die part of the French, or that he should express 
bts fear lest it should prove impracticable to withdnivv 
'^ar armj, without ' either a convention, or Uie certain 
*Joj^ of a considerable portion of it,' 

He could not believe that Napoleon, departing from 
""O principle to which much of his great success had 
liitlierto been owing, of finishing one war Ijcforo en- 

■ P^^iiig in another, would now embark in so insane a 
" prty^jct as that of the invasion of Russia, leaving lie- 

t'**Utl him, as an open sore, calculated of itself to 
f^^haust the resources of his empire, a war in Spain 
^'hii-li^ go far from promising a speedy conclusion, was 
^ily gatliering fresh intensity, and a wider sphere of 
*^portanee, as it proceeded. 

■ So strong was this opinion, that even in the month 

^f August 1811, when Portugal had been finally 

^^H-ctiated by the French, and our prospects of ulti- 

'^is^tc success had assumed a much brighter appearance^ 

^ expresseil in writing to Lonl Holland his disbelief 

b Uie rumoured * war in the north, as he could not 
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* made bira anxious to follow the noblo Earl, and to se- 

* cond the present motion/ These were * the apparent 

* contrast, or eontimliction, m some might call it, be- 

* tween the sentiraents he had now deliver-ed, and the 

* opinions he had expressed on former occasions when 
' the nature and policy of the cami>aign in Portugal 
' were the subject of discnssion* . . * He trusted their 
' Lordships would do him the justice to believe that 

* the opinions which he had fonuerly delivered, though 

* now happily contradicted by the event, were at least 
^ the sincere and honest dictates of his mind, taken up 
' from no illiberal or invidious feeling. He had no 
' hesitation to qualify and retract them ; and this very 
' circumstance, perhaps, gave a value to his vote oa 

* the present occasion which would render it, pro- 
' bably, not less grateful to him who was its object^ 

* and which would not have belonged to it had h& 

* been one of those who anticipated success from thc» 
' greatness of the means employed to obtain it. Tliosc» 
' who looked forwaM to success at all periods of ih 
' campaign, were bound to acknowledge the valour am 

* consummate skill of the commander of the alliec 

* forces; but that acknowledgment was still mor 
' amply due from those who, like him, did conc^iv 

* the diflBculties in which Lord Wellington was plac^ 

* to be such as to threaten him and his army with tl 

* greatest danger, and greatly to diminish the ho] 
' a successful issue. This was the only use he wish^EH 
' to make of these recollections and idlusions, whi ^ 
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only served to exalt in ]m miad the character of this 

* oonsumniate CoDimander, and to heighten his ^'rati- 

* trUde for that transcendent skill and valour wlilrh 

* la ad surmounted such formidable difficulties/ 

He hailed with equal joy and hopefulness the news 
[of* the brilliant yictorj'of Salamanca in 1812, and most 
i^smrtily and sincerely did he congratulate Lord Hol- 
►nd, who had ever been the fast friend of the Spaniard?, 
►¥:i. that event *I must congratulate you/ he writes, 
»u tlie confirmation of Lord WcUiugton*s victory, 
C5or although the official accounts have not yet reached 
maie, tliosc which appeared in the jmpers brought by 
"Che last i>ost, show that it must have been decisive 
sind complete. This is indeed a g:reat event in what- 
*3ver view you may take of it, whether you look to 
iifi effects immeiliately on the war in the Peninsula, 
^>r to its possible, and I hope not int probable, in- 
flaeoue on that which is carrying on in the north of 
Europe/ 
Xo this latter war, indeed, when (contrary to the belief 
i^e had expressed, and which, indeed, was only founded 
^tipoii the reasonings of common sense) Naiioleon had 
irly conmiittcd himself in the invasion of Russia, ho 
lool^ed from the first with the most sanguine hope that 
*^ ttiust lead to ultimate success iii tho general struggle 
^^ea^iast French domination; and before the French 
^arrny had suffered a single reverse, while it ^vas still 
Ivancing in unbroken and overpowering strength, 
expressed his just aiipreciation of the pusiUon of 
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the French Emperor. * In the north/ he writer *if 

* Bonaparte is unsuccessful, or indeed if he does not 
' obtain some decisive success, its consequences (those, 

* namely, of the victory of Salamanca) may be incal- 

* culable. For though 1 do not believe that he has 
' sustained anything like even a partial defeat, and 

* though it cannot be doubted that his niancjeuvres 
' have obliged the Russians to abandon a positioa 
' which they mxist have intended to defend, and have 

* enabled him to overrun a great portion of tenitorr, 
' from which he will draw eonsidemble resources for 

* the future prosecution of the war ; yet it seems to 
' me equally clear that he has failed in his object of 
' bringing on an action which might have had a more 
' decisive result j* and Ms disappointment is strongly 

* expressed in the complaints, which his bulletins con- 

* tain, of the failure of some of liis expectations from 

* the inactivity or negligence of his genemls. In 

* short, the Russian army is still untouched, and a pro- 

* tracted war at such a distance, particularly with the 
' loss both of reputation and power, which he is sus- 



* Tlie Duke of Wellington, I have heard, considered that Napoleou^a 
great fault iti this war was, that he mad© a great battle the object of 
the campaigit, and that ho ooutinuvd to nin after at till he had boen 
<irawQ on to Moscow, Jrom 'whence b, retrcut without dtaaster w»s 
imposaible. A battle, he thought, ahould tieveT be sought Tor »fw^, 
If one btscarae neoesaary in pursuing some well-considered and defiovd 
object, it ought to be accepted, but could nover^ in Tiia opiuion^ M«nd 
itae!f in the place of such an object. Napoleon, however, who had been 
accustomed to dce the princes opposed to him brought at onoa to his 
feet by a single victory, had sunie excuse for arting differently. 
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* taioing in Spain must place hira in the greatest 

' difficulties/* 

Sanguine, however, as were the hopes which my 
yiier had expressed, ' they depentled,' lie added, * on 
' two circumstances. First, that Bonaparte shall be 
'detained in Russia without gaining any decided 
j'sQCcess; and, secondly, that your friends the 
J* Spaniards shall at last make only a moderate 
'«iertion in their own cause; and surely such an 

''erent would animate even stones. I must admit, 
'however, that experience justifies strong apprehen- 
's'ons on this subject' t 
The events which followed the battle of Salamanca, 

*nd the disastrous retreat of the British anny from 

fiurgos, seemed amply to justify these apprehensions, 

** I Imd hoped,' he writes to Lord Holland, in December 
is 1 2, * that the opportunity afforded them by the 
* victory of Salamanca, and the Russian war, might 
1* ha?e produced some exertion ; but if this oppor- 
* ttiiiity has been lost, and if, even with the force 
'^ttiaining in Spain, the French have regained so 
*^^cided a superiority over Lord Wellington, what 
f ^^X>Q could there have been, if Bonaparte had con- 
y *^*Ucled such a peace with Russia, as w^ould have 
^tiahled him to apply his undivided power to the war 
^^ the Peninsula ?' And how much less hope if he 
^^ never pushed his differences with Russia to a 
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rnptnre, which it is clear that Power was auxions tc 
avoid ; or attempted, even in the event of war, his 
insane invasion of her territory. 

Bnt the tnm which affairs had taken in Rnssia, ani 
the accounts which were daily arriving of the reversa 
and sufferings of the French army daring the &ta] 
retreat from Moscow, inspired him with a sangainc 
hope that, notwithstanding the shortcomings of the 
Spaniards, the French wonld not be able to maintain 
the contest in the Peninsula. ' The events in Bnssia,' 
he writes to Lord Holland, * are, indeed, beyond aU 

* hope, and almost beyond comprehension. Thai 
' Bonaparte might have lost a decisive battle I can 
' conceive. Accident, mistake, the failure of a column, 
< the misunderstanding, negligence, or cowardice of a 

* commander in an important point, might have pro- 

* duced this effect, without the &ult of the general, 

* and in spite of the best^joncerted plan of operations. 
' But that he should have pressed on in such a 
' country, at such a season, and to such a distance, as 

* to have no retreat, and to expose his army to de- 

* struction, almost without a battle, is quite incon- 

* ceivable.' * Our being in Spain,' he says in the 
same letter, * when the French give up the straggle, 

* will, perhaps, be a great advantage.' This proved, 
however, he thought, that * the success of the contest 

* depended on other causes, in a much greater degree, 

* than on our exertions ; and if it were not for these, 

* I see no ground for your hope that the enemy must 
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' retire again to the Ebro, or that they would not, if 

* tfiejr forces were under one commander, very soon 

* compel us to quit the Peninsula altogether* 
It was not, however, to the backwardness of the 

Spaniards alone that he ascribed the disap|)ointnient 

of the hopes that had been raised by the victory of 

Salamanca, Oar own Ministers had, he thought, been 

sadly wanting in exertions to provide Lord Wellington 

'^ith tlie means of following up his success, and he 

''^armly supported a motion for inquiry which was 

made on the subject by Lord Wellcsley, in March 

P1813. 
There was at this time a great appvoximation of 
opinion between Lord Wellesley, who had resigned 
ti^e office of Foreign Secretary' sliortly before the 
^eath of Mr. Perceval, and the Whigs. — On the 
C?a,tholic Question — the first of the two questions pro- 
fK^sed by him as the basis of negotiation for a new 
-^^^iQistry in the preceding May, — there was, indeed, a 

■ r*<^Tfect agreemeut.—On the second question, it is 
^*^e — that, namely, of the conduct in the war in the 
«^«ninsula, — there was apparently an important dif- 
ference of opinion, Lord Wellesley contending that we 
^liould * engage in the contest as principals,' while my 
father and Lord Grenville thought we should only act as 
^laxiliaries. * If we continued to be left as principals 
ia the war of the PeD insula,' my father said, in his 
speeeli on the vote of thanks to Lord Wellington already 
ttJentioned, * he much doubted, still, the chances of our 

y2 
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* being ultimately &iia?essful. There must be ve 

* different exertions made from what we had hitherto 

* witnessed on the part of the SpaTiianl,' to enable 

* us to entertain a rational hope that the indepen- 

* dence of the Peninsula woald, or could be fiuallj 

* established/ 

Lord Grenville, who had ever been, and who con- 
tinued to be, a strenuous advocate for the vigorous . 
prosecution of the war with France, condemned, still 
more strongly than my father, the policy of makiogr; 
England a principal in the Spanish war, and bad evec:! 
gone the length of doubting the propriety of sendin 
trooiis to Spain at all. 

It docs not seem, however, that this difference i 
opinion between my father, and Lord Grenville, aii ^ 
Lord Wellesley, would have led to any practi 
difficulty between them — feeling, as they did, on bot-^; 
sides, the necessity of making every exertion possible 
to strengthen Lord Wellington, and to place him in i 

* Even Lord Wellealey, in tbe ODume of his speech on the xaotioi: 
above meotjoned, said^ ' that it had always appeared to liim from tbf 

* very beginbiiig of the struggle, that the only eghd ground of suooeaa-^ 

* the only reasonable hope of ultimate victorj', the only praolioal sys-^-" 

* tem of resistance which could be adopted, was to awaken in thi 
' people of Spain a spirit of hostihty to France. . . If they could h 

* brought to this pitch of patriotism and resiatanco^ CTerything migL^ 
' be hoped from the contest. It was true, indeed, that the peTseyeran(^^ 
' he had descrihed was a sjieeida of which philoaophy atTorded no d( 

* nition, nor liiatory any record, bat it was by thai ^/irit idtrnt- that an_ ^ 

* thing great could be achieved in the stniggle between Spain 
' France,' 

Ifi this opinion quite consistent ivith that which he pronouni 
the Bome apeech, in favour of our beiog * engaged as prinoipala ?" 
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position to be able to pmfit by any opportunity, that 
tlto events in ihe North of Europe were likely to open 
to Itini. 

Hy father had watched these events in their conrso 
w i th the most intense interest, always hoping that they 
am ight lead ultimately to the re-establishment of gene- 
rax 1 peace. The reverses which the French Emperor 
hsid sustained mighty he thought, now induce him to 
lis tea to proposals made in a sincere and moderate 
p'pirit ; and having no confidence in the constancy of 
the Continental Powers in a prolonged struggle, or, 
sliould the war contmue, in their military operations 
^eing so conducted as to aflFord much prospect of ulti- 
mate success against such a commander as Napoleon, 
^^*i tiding tbe whole resources of the French nation, and 
directing its armies by his single, undisputed will ; it 
**as his opinion that the opportunity now offered of 
^•^tcring upon negotiations, with some hope that 
*^^y might lead to a satisfactory result, should not be 
** ^elected. 

In January 1813, before the first successes of the 
** **etieh army in the campaign of that year had cucou- 
'^^ged the Emperor Napoleon to refuse his assent to 
t-Iie terms of peace proposed by Austria,* and before 
tuat Power had, in consequence of his refusal, declared 
^Sa^inst France, there had been some talk of a mission 

, * 1 tliink lie never poaitiyely rejected the terms proposed; but 

.^^itttled 80 long, that wWq at laat iuatnictions were sent to M. de 

Oaillea to agree to ikem, it was too kto^ and Autjtriii bad joiued th« 
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to Vienna. Mr. Adair had been led to believe in the 
possibility of its being proposed to him to nndertake 
this mission ; and, in contemplation of such a proposi- 
tion being made to him, he consulted my father as to 
tiie propriety of his accepting it. 

The answer to this appeal involved other considera- 
tions beyond those of the nature of the mission and its 
objkvts, and of the probability of success or failure in 
undertaking it. It involved, further, a question of 
pany allegiance, and on such a subject my lather always 
thought that every man must judge for himself, ac- 
coixiing to his own feeling, of the course which it 
becsune him to pursue. The more strong his own feel- 
ing was on the subject, the less he was inclined to 
offer advice which might not be well received. But 
his long and intimate friendship with Mr. Adair led 
him in this instance to give his opinion freely and 
without r«erve, and he thus replied to the appeal 
uukde to him. 

• With r^^spoot to this matter,' he says, * I feel some 

* doUi'aoy. and no small degree of difficulty, the more 

* as I am convinced that to tell any of my Mends that 

* ihoy ought not to accept any employment from per- 

* s^^us to whom we an? opposed together in a party 

* ^H^aiuvtiou, is nothing less than to condemn them to 

* a |vr|vtual exclusion from all employment. But 

* this is a tVvliug which cannot and ought not to pre- 

* WMU mv Slating frankly what I think, even at sncb 
' w visk. u^ >v'«. . . . 
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* I must fairly state, then, tliat in j our situatioD, 
' standing as you do with respect to the present Minis- 
ters, I think I should uot accept such a mission if it 
^vere proposed to me. The obligations of a party 
c^onncctionwill no doubt sometimes interfere with the 

opportunities of public service ; but looking at such 

s^ party as ours, as constituted on a public principle, 

s*.ud ill itself Jbrming a great public interest^ it resolves 

i tself into the weight of one public duty balanced 

Against another. Genemlly spoaking, therefore, the 

laarm that is done to public characters by such a con- 

Mimectiou with political opponents (for you may be 

«*ssured that the world is too uncharitable not to put 

^* Imd construction upon it), and the example and 

^incoojagement it gives to others, without the same 

■inotiyes or the same justification, for a defection from 

the cause in which they are engaged, are evils which, 

i n my raind^ greatly overbalance the partial good 

"V'hich may result from the use of an occasion such 

^ that which we are contemplating. 

* But I am convinced that your acceptance of a mis- 
sion to Ticnna under these Ministers woidd eventu- 
ally implicate you in the greatest difficulties. To 
accept it at all, except on the principles and terms 
^vhich you have described, is evidently out of the 
question. But suppose these terms and principles 
aeeeded to, what security can you have for their being 
5icted upon in their true spirit ? lu the firet place, 
iHilieviiig these Ministers to be the creatures of the 
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* moment, and to have no settled views or system, even 

* if they at this moment desire peace, I can have no 

* security that some new speculation, founded upon 

* nothing better perhaps than the idle rumour of some 

* disturbance in France, would not entirely alter their 

* inclination. In the next place, you cannot doubt 

* that their own views of policy would give way at 

* any moment to those of the Court ; and between the 

* two, though they might profess fairly, and give you 

* instructions ostensibly suitable to your own opinion, 

* you must be sanguine indeed if you could hope, that a 

* plausible rupture of any negotiations which you 

* might be directed to bring about with France, and 

* the acquisition of Austria as an ally in the war, 

* would not be their first object, instead of being, as 

* they ought to be, secondary only upon the failure of 

* a fair, open, and moderate attempt at peace. The 

* consequence would be, that you would find yourself 

* involved in their measures without the possibility of 

* exempting yourself from the blame ; for between the 

* obligations of duty in such a situation and the various 

* means by which the objects of your mission might 

* be defeated, whilst the word of promise was kept to 

* the ear, you would be deprived of all power of mak- 

* ing out a plain and intelligible case in your own de- 

* fence. 

* This you will say resolves itself into not accepting 

* a confidential mission from persons in whom you can 

* have no confidence, or rather, whom you have every 
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* reason to distnist In tnilli I think so. I sbonld 

* have much more to say, but I have said enough iu a 

* tase where mj opinion is so strong and so decided as 
' in tliis. I shall be sorry if it does not agree wi 111 

* 3*ours; but being asked the question^ I feel that I 
" should have no excase in not answering it without 
' iTserve/ 

Th<} hopes of peace which the French losses in 
liiissta had eneouraged my lather to indulge were 

Esodh* damped by the hesitation of Napoleon to en- 
tertain the proposals of Austria, by the adherence 
of that Power to the confederacy against France, and 
^y the resnmption of hostilities. But as the events of 
^^ war in Germany proved more and more un favour* 
k*^l^ to the French ann.s as the successes of the allies 
h t,hc campaign of 1813 Ibllowecl each other in rai>id 
■^^cession, until crowned by the decisive victory of 
^^"^ipsic, his hope again rose that a permanent and 
^^^^^^ure peace might be the result. 
^P ^iut to efiect thij^, he thought our true policy was to 
^ *^^:>w moderation in our demands \ and, notwithstand- 
I^P^^ the decisive nature of the victor)' gained by the 
' •*'*X ies at Leipsic, he held it to be impolitic to push 
**^ otters to an extremity^ or to risk driving the enemy 
^-^^ dcsiieration, by insisting on terras which he would 
^■^^ther tight to the last than agree to; with all the 
^» ^liances that his own sujjcrior skill, and the great 
**feeo«recs of France would still atlbrd him, in a pro- 
V>Dged contest carried on ou her t>wn soil. 
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** The time ia eomej my filler writes to Mr. Adair 
oa the I4dt of Nov^nber I^I3« ^wfaen we maj ho|K 
» to make a peace apaa sieh principles as to afford a 

* reasonable hope of permaaency and seciuitT. Bat 

* in my mind diis wiH depeid mnch more on its bong 
*■ made whilst die wei^c and anion of the Confedoacy 
*- are entire, than upon the particular concessions to 
' be ^ined from Fiance. So mnch of coocessioD 

* nndoobcedly most be inasted on, as to secare botii 
^ the general and separate independence of the allies; 
^ bat if this is sopp^eed to be nnattainable, except by 

* the redaction of France within her ancient limits, I 

* very madi iear, if we act upon that principle, we 
*■ ahaU prodoce another fiital reaction from France^ <Mr 
' in a protracted contest (for who can hope that sncfa 
*• an object can be accomplished by a short effort ?), that 
' we shall see the present Confederacy dissolve.' He 
was always most mistrastfdl both of the constancy 
of onr various allies, and of their ability to maintain 
a prolonged struggle. 

• Approving, therefore, of the policy which would 

* cultivate our allies, which would endeavour to imite 
' them in peace as well as in war, and which should have 
' for its main object the establishment of a balance to 

* the power of France, I may, perhaps, from the fear 

* I have expressed, be more inclined to negotiation, 

* upon terms short of what at the beginning of the 

* last century would have been thought necessary, 

* than many of our friends would approve. I confess. 
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' thcpefore, that I should have been better pleased if 
' Lord Crrenvillc had not gone, as he appears to me to 
' have done, beyond the line which tlie Ministers had 
' marked in the Prince's speech, and particularly if he 
' M omitted what he said about Holland. Not 
'because I do not wish Hollanil, and Italy, and 

* Smtzerland, and the Netherlands too, to be sepa- 

* mted from France, but because I think there is so 
'much dauger in the attempt, that I apprehend losing 
' l>y it the advantages we now possess. It is possible, 

* ^(lecd, that the consequences of this campaign and 
' iis effects both in France aad in the other countries 

of Europe, may be such as to open this prospect 
' fairly to our hopes ; bat till we see our way more 
t^'Iearly, I should think It very uuadvisable to pledge 
oursglygg to more than our owo means and the 
circumstances of the alliance may appear to place 
'^'ithin our reach.' 

After stating his fear, that 'if we endeavour to 
Soad or bribe * Austria, whose views were supposed 

1^ b^ moderate, 'to undertake more than her own 
^ie^s of her present policy would suggest, the first 
'^^ Verse wiU produce a dissolution of the Confede- 
*'^^T,' he proceeds: * Above all things, therefore, I 
**^U3k it necessary to negotiate in time, and for such 
*^ Ejects as the allies wQl mutually and cordially 
l>Ursue ; rather than for the sake of obtaining what, 
tliough most desirable, or almost neceasary, may 
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* limited advantages which it is now in oar power to 

* secure. 

' When I Ppcakj however, of what is now in our 

* power, I mast guard myself against being supposedj 

* to lie too confident. Perhaps I ought rather to say. 
' what it would be felt both by friends and enemies in 

* general, our present situation gives us a right 'to 
' demand. To this I am not very sangnine in my 
' belief that Bonaparte would now consent Much 
' will depend upon the feeling of the people of whose 

* resources he has the disposal. But I think the trial 

* should be made whenever it can be done with the 

* gentral consent and good will of the allies. ... I 

* am not sorry,' he adds, 'that I was not present ou 

* the first <iay ; for I should, I have no doubt, have 

* been thought too pacific. If 1 had spoken, I should 

* have been under the necessity not only of putting 

* some j^ards on what Grenville said about Holland, 

* but of disclaiming the support of the present Con- 

* federacy, as being the necessary result of the policy 
' of Pitt's Government in the original war against 

* France, Perhaps, if I had heard Grenville, I might 
^ not have felt the difficulty which appears in the 

* rejxirt of his speech ; but if we are to talk about the 

* questions of 1793, 1 must show that the jire^nt 

* alUunee is supported by me upon the ground that it 
' is directly contrasted with the coalition of that 

* jKTiod* The fact is, that the allies have now been 

* plnt'rtl by France in the situation in which France 
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"•was originally placed by the allies. The success of 
fjotli has been occasioned by the spirit of resistance 
produced by injury and oi^pression ; and my great 
liivpes of the present confederacy are chiefly derived 
from this, that it has arisen rather from the feeling 
of the people, than the policy of the GoTernmcnts 
*• •vliich it embraces.' 

If, contrary to the apprehensions expressed by my 
father, the [)oliey of those who advocated a prosecution 
of the war till France should be agaiu reduced to her 
ancient limits, was successful— the cnuse, as all who 
^iVQ read Uie various bistories which recoixl the events 
»f 1813 and 1814 must be aware, lay entirely with 
*^e Emperor Napoleon himself, who threw away, 
•'^dcr the uifluencc of some partial and fleeting snc- 
3s, re|)eated opjiortnuities of concluding peace on 
fcoixourablc and advantageous terms, 

Aly father at all times attached the great^^st importr 
'^^^Oc to the maintenance of a cordial understanding 
■ Ui the Continental Powers. His opinion at this 
^***ie, as expressed in another letter of January 5th, 
^ ^ 14, to Mr. Adair was, that * the first object we ought 
^^Ky have in view is that of a defensive connection 
"^vith the |«*cseDt Confederates in peace: and that no 
^iTontier, no territorial arrangement whatever, is of 
^s^ual value to tho preservation of that ctinnection. 
Viy this you will not imagine that I mean to sur- 
^Hinder the care of all Britii^h interests to the discre- 
* lion of the alHcs in the negotiation and the terms 
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' d. ^Batst. Tsaa qa ^dtr facyea wIim ty or «» 

' sflaafBiXfEa::! ir^ j:Be aZl iii£sa«p k ihor covndls 
- TLk -vC oe si'js ifecaaZIj prcrided aeuBat, wbei 
^ ly ft ^nsJL •fxyjsfasL of tvv« dli<iigd io tbe eon- 
' BM. t€££kv:. ssd ft ci:«daef icnbaed bv s finn and 
^ ir&exfti |»&7. v-<& hsitre lihas eoafideace whidi cu 

* ftk&e seesre o ^ ^ tc^z^i we oaejht to posECSs; 
' vA vtidk scfasaoies. bribed witk evo- «o profiide 

* ft bft&d, vm Eioc ftcqniie. if ^tt pcdkr i« wftndng.' 

Daring the Ifttor part cf 1512. and the beginning 
of 1^13, there had been Taiioss iadieatioiis of a desire 
00 the pan of Lofd TTetteskr to diaw nearer to my 
fufaer and Lord GfenTiUe. Theie vas, as I have 
alread J remarked, a great approximation of opinion 
between them on the main qnestioDS of the day, and 
consequently there existed cm my fiither s side evenr 
dL<fXjsition to consider fiiTooiably any proposal diat 
might be made for a junction with Lord Wellesley. 
When, therefore, in the mondi of April 1813, a direct 
overtnre to that effect was made by the latter through 
3f r. Adair, my &ther thus replied : * I really do not 
' wish to add a word to what was so well and so 
' jodicioosly said by yon in answer to the commnnica- 

* tion from Lord Wellesley. You have pot the 
' principle of coalitions in the tme light They never 
' can be nsefnl or honourable, unless the parties oon- 
' cemcd in them can be brought to feel that the public 
' interests must claim the first, and personal arrange- 

* raents only the second consideration. ... If a 
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* pmspcct opened to us of co-operation on the honour- 

* able ground of a concurrence in principles and 

* optuionB, a just sense of public duty must command 
' tJDj endeavoars to give it effect ; and if we unite 
' oordially and systematically to rescue the country 

* from the dangers which threaten it, future oflicial 

* arrangements, should we be called upon to fonn any, 
' '^■ill come to be discussed, as you have well stated, 

x^iot between persons jealous of each other, but 
sDimongst friends united in a common cause, and 
iabonring for a common end* Do not, however, 
^^uppose me so romantic, as to conceive that even 
^Chen personal considerations will not, and ought not» 
^o have their fair influences ; as poor Fox says, in a 
letter published in Harditig*s life of Lord Charle- 
:»nant, to persuade men to disgrace themselves is no 
^)art of my system ; and in forming a junction upon 
jioblic principles^ it would be my wish that those 
"^«^hom I join, should not only really have, but api>ear 
to have, the degree of influence which i\xirly l»elongs 
to them, which is necessary to the support of their 
Jiublic character, and which is therefore required to 
•t'ndcr their services satisfactory to themselves find 
tlieir friends, and useful to the public. 
■ With such a disposition, ready to allow to others 
<^U that I claim for myself, I should come to the (Va^- 
<^nssion of any fair proposition for an union of par- 
tics. . . . But this nnion can onlv take place bv a 
full and unreserved coramuniaition of our rc^'peclive 
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' views aod opinions, by the complete banishment 
' of all disposition to intrigue, and, above all, by the 
' imiuodiato and firm rejection of every intimation 
' wliicli may be held out by the Court of its separate 

* favour, and the absolute renunciation of all separate 

* pretensions ou that account/ * * . 

Nothing, however, came of the overture tlius made 
by Lord Welleslcy. The great obstacle in the way 
of an arrangement was Mr. Canning, to a junction 
with whom several of the principal members of the 
Whi^ imrty had the strongest objections ; and though 
my father himself did not push hia own objections so 
for as to think, if there was a fair prospect of present 
agreement in principles and opinions^ that past differ- 
ences sliould be allowed to stand in the way of a junc- 
tiott which would be of ad\*antage to the public, yet 
ho too Kiid, * If he (Mr. Canning) is to be for ever 

* staling that the country owes its salvation to Pitt, 
' and that it has now no other hope of safety but in 

* ftdhert^ucc to his svstem. I do not see how wc can 

* ho^v Ui act with him.* 

But it was not only found impracticable, at this 
tiw*\ U> give increased strength to the Opposition by 
n Jimotiim with other i^arties professing an equal dis- 
iippr\>lmtkMj of the coorse pursued by the Government, 
ti pmviHi a-aiwHy less difficult to preserve harmony 
ill tUi* nmk* ivf iho (Ippositkxi as it alieady existed, 
Tho siHMO vnUeni sectioii»of whose {Moecediogs m 
\\\t\wT Wd Already ao often bad resson to comptm' 



LOBD GREY. 337 

was again working him similar aDDoyanco ; ami in 
ooQtemplation of the prospect before him, and the 
slight hope it afforded that he would l)e able to main- 
tun that nnitv, without which the Opi)osition could 
act to no good purpose, he not only felt indisposed to 
leave the North to involve himself in difficulties which 
he was ' convinced,' he said, ' that he could do little 

* or nothing to obviate by his presence,* but even ex- 
pressed a desire to withdraw himself entirely from the 
lead of the party. * If I am absent; he writes to 
Lord Holland, ' I hope it will be generally felt I shall 

* be able to say with truth that I stand clear of Whit- 
' bread's motions.' And alluding to his own want of 
power to induce Mr. TVhitbread to modify these mo- 
tions, and to the consequences that must inevitably 
follow his adhering to them, he proceeds : * The strong 
'inclination of my mind is to believe that tlie only 

* remedy is your taking the place which I now occupy 
' in the party. Do not imagine that this is any move- 
' ment of spleen, or that I do not know all that your 
'friendship will make you feel at my even hinting 
' such a proposition ; but it is my sincere wish to see 

* the thing in your hands. When known to bo placed 
'there by my desire, I am sure no dissatisfaction will 
' be felt even amongst my most particular and nearest 

* friends, and I am persuaded that to all others of our 

* branch of the Opposition such an arrangement would 

* ^ most acceptable. You would have my conii)lete 

* snpport, even my active support in Parliament when 
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Still acting cordially together. Tliey had watched 
with equal interest the result of the French invasion 
of Russia, and the eveDts which had followed in 1813, 
both in Germany and the Peninsula, and which had 
&r exceeded my father's most sanguine expectations, 
high as those espectations had been raised from the 
moment that he bad seen the French Emperor fairly 
committed within the Russian territory. They had 
ecpiaDy lamented the want of rigour and capacity, 
which, as it appeared to them, preYeoted our Govern- 
ment from turning these CTents to the best advantage, 
and they concurred in condemning the conduct of 
Ministers, as failing on the one hand to profit by the 
many opportunities afforded by the success of the 
allied arms in 1813, for entering upon negotiations for 
peace under the most favourable ciremnstanceSf and 
wanting, on the other hand, in those vigorous efforts 
for the prosecution of the war, which that success 
seemed to point out as alone wanting to insure its 
speedy and triumphant tennination. 

But however desirous they might be Qf combined 
and vigorous exertion in the common cause, there was 
one measure adople^l by Ministers (probably with that 
view) to whidj, as fraught in their opinion with the 
most flagrant iujustice, and opposed to every principle 
which sliotild regulate the mutual relations of inde- 
jwudeut nations, they gave their most strenuous 
nppo.sition. This wa?, the signature of a treaty with 
Swtnlcu, whtcli committed us as parties to the forcible 
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transfer of Norway to that Power — a transfer by 
whicli Deumark was to be punished for her continued 
adlierence to FmncCj and the co-operation of Sweden 
i^th the Allies was to be rewarded, 

Ofl the 3rd of March 1813, a treaty was signed 
between Great Britain and Sweden, by which it was 
stipulatedj that * in consideration of the proof given 
'by Sweden of her desire to contribute to the success 
' of the common cause, . . . His Britannic Majesty 
' wiU not only not oppose any obstacle to the annexa- 
* tion and union in i>erpetnity of the kingdom of 
Norway as an integral part of the kingdom of 
Sweden ; but also will assist the views of His Majesty 
the King of Sweden to that effect, either by his good 
offices, or by employing, if necessary, his naval co- 
operation in concert with the Swedish and Russian 
forces.' 

In June 1813, when this treaty came under dis- 
*^^:^ssioii in the House of Lords, my father denounced 
^^^*.e coarse pursued by Government as being * incon- 
sistent as well with policy as with justice ; with 
Xhose maxims which were necessary to the common 
protection of aU nations ; with those principles of 
imblic law, the violation of which, on the part of 
J'rance, that House had so often heard reprobated 
ixi terms as severe as they were just/* 
Though concurring in the policy which bad been 

* Tbe trefttment of Denmark Beemed the more unjust, op. iti tbe 
^^^*ith of February, and before the conclusion of the aboT© treaty, aha 
^"^^*^ espreasitjd her readiueaa to co-oporate vuth the Allies. 
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urged ia defence of the treaty, of cultivating the 
closest connection with Russia, my father regrettM 
that * tliat connection should have been sullied by 
' engngemenU which bound us to assist in robbing an 
* independent Power ;* and declared that he would 
' never consent to purchase any advantages at the 
' expense of justice/ 

But it was not only that he objected to the treaty 
as sanctioning an unjust and unmerited spoliation of 
Denmark ; he took his stand yet more strongly against 
the principle so extensively applied afterwards to the 
temtorial arrangements of the Treaty of Tienna; 
the principle by which certain great Powers arrogated 
to themselves the right of disposing of independent 
States, without regard to the wishes or interest of the 
people thus disposed of And when, after the termina- 
tion of hostilities m 1814, Denmark had found herself 
compelled to agree to the cession demanded of her, 
and it was sought, by means of a blockade, maintained 
by British ships, to coerce the Norwegians into sub- 
mission to this transfer of their allegiance, it seemetl 
to him to be a gross and unjustifiable outrage against 
the rights and lil>crties of an independent people, and 
as sneh, it met with his determined but unarailtng 
opposition. 

Ill arguing against the treaty with Sweden, he had 
expressed his opinion, as regarded our treatment a 
Denmark, that ' British policy liad never sustained 
' dee[>er shoc-k— the British character had never re 
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red a deeper staio — tliao by that transactiou.' He 
now contended, m regarded Norway, tbat eren the 
oousent of Denmark could not justily its transfer to 
^LXiother Power, contrary to tbc wisltes of its people. 
* Tlic rights of Uie soTcreign over his subjects,' he 
' are not the rights of property. They do not 
confer the privilege of trausferring them from one to 
another like cattle attached to the soil. . . . No 
matter to what degree the impunity of power might 
silence the claims of right, its nature cannot be 
altered ; it is equally sacred, cqualh^ imjK>rtant^ and 
is equally to Ije recognised, in every attempt to pro- 
tect the weak against the strong.' 
Arguing ujxiu those principles, he contended that 
nder the reciprocal engagements that bind a sovc- 
^IgQ and his people to each other, and by which 
Uegiance is given in return for i>rotection, the King 
^>^ Denmark had no right to alienate tlie sovereignty 
*^^ Norway, without the consent of the people of that 
^^^*^\iiitrj'.* * lie might withdraw himself,' he said, 
fwxnu their protection. He might absolve theiu hmn 
t-lu'ir allegiance to himself; but he had no right to 
I ^Taasfer that allegiauco to any other State. It be- 

^f ^same, ihcn, the right of the jw^ople to decide to whom 
^1*^ their allegiance should be given.' 
^^ In answer to the argument by wh ich it was attempted 



• LnrA QrouviBo, iti MupportiutJ tlui dddrt-as inovtii hy ruj iktlier, 
*'l>«kir aIbo uf thus ' horriblv ktijuatiuu by wLiich aii uuofluudiiig pc(j|tle 
ttn io bfl lioiii iM the dominion of a for«igu i)ower,* 
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* the general liberties of mankiBd, and for the peao^ 
' security, and happiness of Great Britain/ my father 
was disposed to concur. ' It was the best,' he thought, 

* with only one exception ; for he could have wished 

* that what had recently been done in Paris in the 

* presence of a foreign force, had been accomplished 

* by the uninQucnced exertions of the French j>eopIe,' 

However he might assent to the expediency of the 
exceptional course which the state of things in France 
seemed, as it were, to force ui>on the Allies, stUl the 
right of every independent people to choose their own 
form of Government was sacred in his eyes, and he 
could not, without reluctance and regret, consent to 
see it even terapoiurily set aside. 

But though he thus agreed, under the peculiar 
circumstances of the time, in the principle of the 
settlement proposed after the termination of hostUitics 
in 1814, as far as related to the restomtion of the 
Bourfjon dynasty in France, he 'strongly condemned 
the proceedings of Congress with regard to the stipu- 
lations and territorial arrangements by which that 
settlement was to be accompanied ; and to the course 
now pursued by the Allies he was inclined, with Lord 
Grenville and Lord WeUesley, principally to attribute 
the return of Napoleon from Elba. 

That event occurred in March 1815, while the^ 
Congress was still sitting at Tienna, and on the Ttlia 
of April was the subject of debate in the Hotisc ot 
Lords, on a motion of Lord Wellesley's, who di 
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nonnced, in the Btrongcst language, ' the conJuct of 

* Congress as having led to the events which they had 

* to regret," . . . and ' the sysitem which the Powers 
*8t Tienna had established, as having been in his 

* opinion, the tnie cause of the dethronement of the 

* august family of Bonrbon : if that/ Lord Wellesley 
^5aid, 'could be called a system which was nothing 
*" bat an undigested mass of mutilated materials. No 

* general system/ he further said, ' had been acted 

* upon. The mere will and pleasure of the parties 
Was consulted, and the sovereigns at Yienna had 

punished one Power because it first entered into the 

Contest with them, and another because it had last 

c^Tiitted the cause which it had espoused. Tho 

*"esalt had been, that instead of fixing a system of 

I>ermancnt tran(|uillity and happiness, the labours of 

Cl'oiigress had been devoted to establish a system of 

J^ross iiijnstice and absolute discordance. . . France 

iiad been severely punished, while other Powers bad 

Vieeii aggmndized to an immense extent, and great 

^^cessions of territory had been given to those who 

ttacl, from various causes, become objects of peculiar 

favour. This it was that had produced so strong a 

feeling in Fmnce against the Bourbons; for the 

^leople considered them merely as agents in the 

>mnds of foreign Powers, who had made them the 

iostrunients of degmdation and injustice to the 

French nation. One of the chief advantages obtained 

'%y Bonaparte, and of which he had made such ample 
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' use in his declaratioDS, was that France had tieen de- 
' graded and lowered in the eyes of Ed rope, by means 

* of those whom foreigners had placed upon her throne/ 

My father snpported the view taken by Lord 
Wellcslcy in a powerful speeeh ; and in answer to 
the plea of Ministers that ' Europe could not revert 

* from a state of military armament to a condition of 

* tranquillity and social happiness, without some cou- 
' vulsion and disturbance in our progress to that 

* condition,'— admitting the truth of this proposition, 
he complained that * instead of measures having been 
' taken to avert the evils which the Koble Lord 
' asserted were foreseen, all the arrangements of 

* Congress had contributed to produce that convulsion 
' and disturbance. By the neglect of Ministers,' he 
said, ' the total want of principle which had marked 

* their conduct, and a most culpable blindness to con- 
' sequences which they now wished to persuade the 

* House thoy had contemplated, the highest interests 

* of Earope aud of the world had been sacrificed ; 

* and to them, he thought, was principally to be 

* attributed the new war in which we were about to 
' be engaged* . . The Noble Earl,' (Liverpool,) he 
proceeded, *had argued that it was oor interest t 
' conclude a peace honourable to France* Unqn 

* tionably, that was the fit line of policy. , , But:*^ 
' instead of pursuing it, as the Noble Marquis (Wei — ^ 

* Icaley) had said, our conduct bail been totally dif-^^ 
I * ferent, and we had given Bonaparte and the Freoc 
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' people reason to say, tbat we bad made the family 
* of Bourbon instruments in tbe disgrace and degra- 

* dation of France in the eyes of the world/ 

Lord Grenville concurred m this condemnation of 
the proceedings of the allied Powers at Vienna, and 
spoke of the ' loose and negligent stipulations which 

* liad produced the dreadful alternative that lay before 

* them ;'— chamcterizing tbe treaty by which tbe war 
hiid been terminated in 1814, as 'affording no sccu- 
' rity agaittst its instant and immediate renewal.* 

But though my father and Lord Grenville were 

tlins of one mind as to the causes which had led to 

tlie existing state of things in France, they differed 

"Widely as to the course which tbat state of things 

*^ndered expedient ; and tbe unfortunate difference 

^uq springing up between thera, though not irame- 

aiately followed by their political separation, may be 

*^nsidcred as the Orst step towards tbat result, wliicb 

*^*X>ke the strength, and for so many yeai-s paralysed 

^^A the exertions of Opixisition. 

Ix>rd Grenville starting on the assumption that 
^'Oal peace with Bonaparte on the throne of France 
Waa absolutely unattainable/ was of opinion * that 
^te best hopes of a successful resistance (where 
*"^aistance in some shape or other was a matter of 
t^eccssity) were to be found in immediate and vigor- 
^^Tis exertion on our part, as the only means of 
^i>oml)ining and animating the exertions of the Con- 
(.inental Powers/ And with this view he thought 
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that our object ought to be * to renew the concert of 

* last Tcar with a view to immediate actioD.* 

He supported these opinions on two grounds : the 
first derired from the u at are of Bonaparte's power, 
founded and maintained as that power had been by 
military success, which made war, and * above all, 

* war with England, an absolute necessity for him ;' 
the second, resting on the hope that ' in the present 

* moment the impressions nnder which those Powers 

* acted hist year would be still fresh in their minds. 
' They had then found out, however late, that their 
*- only safety was in united resistance. They had seen 
' and felt the destruction they had bronght upon 

* themselves, by suffering themselves to be succes- 

* sivcly disuuited by the bait of partial and temporary 

* advantages. These feelings must be still uppermost 

* in their mintls. But I would not answer tor it,' he 
continues, 'that if we disconrage them by showing 

* hesitation in our own conduct, and if, by teinporiz- 

* ing ourselves, we give time and scope for French 

* intrigue, we may not see a rccnrrence of the same ^ 

* disgraceful and miserable policy. And thou we are jse 

* left absolutely without hope/ Another eousidera . 

doa with hira was, * the greater difficulty whicLa:: 

* Bonaparte must now feel in bringing forward,^. J 
'exactly in the present moment, the resources aniE:^ 

* meoiis of France, than if time be given him for frestM^ 

* coiiscrii>lions,'* A'c. 

* Loiter hata Uad Qrm^nSk to mj Citli0r, AptQ IBU^ 
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Mj father, in his answer to the letter in which 
Greaville commuQicated to him the above 
opinions, admitted the critical situation in which the 
<5oniitry was placed by the re-establishment of IJoria- 
^>arte ; and that both * his personal character, and the 
■* nature of his power rendered the permanent security 

* of any peace with France, while he was at the head 

* f>f the Government, to eay the least, extremely 

* donbtful,' The gn>uadt also, he thought, 'on which 

* any statesman innst act, was that of considering that 

* a power was established in France which threatened 

* the most formidable dangers to this country; and 

* Hiat our safety required us to pnt ourselves imme- 
* d lately on our guard against it.* 

-Agreeing, however, thus with Lord Grenville aa to 

tlie character and nature of Napoleon's power, and as 

to the necessity consequently entailed upon us of im- 

^Jiodiate and vigorous preparation ; and also concurring 

*^ the prudence of renewing, if |X)ssible, the * conoort 

Cfcf lagt year,' he dilTered widely as to the object for 

^Viich that concert should be renewed. Lord Gren- 

^ille would renew it * with a view to immediate action/ 

ily this,' ray father says, * I must undei'stand that 

^ou would immediately go to war with France, 

^nn;rely becausi^ Bonaparte is Emperor. I should 

ay that our object ought to be to renew the concert 

>f last year on a principle purely defensive. That 

^•*i should consider the Treaty of Paris as a treaty 

^»etw»H'n (wo countries not necessarily abmgat^'d by 

2 a 
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a cbange in the GoTemment of either; * , . and, 
consequently, that we should not engage anew in 
hostilities without such a cause as would, in other 
circumstances, justify that melancholy extremity be- 
tween two independent Powers. . . . This I should 
urge as the true line of our policy, even if I went 
with you the length of believing all peace with Bona- 
parte to be absolutely impossible. Even in that 
case I should say, more, ninch more, would depend 
upon the evident justice of our cause than on any 
supposed present advantage from our greater forward- 
ness in preparation. Upon what principle could you 
now declare war against France, except that which 
is so unfortunately and so rashly (I think so unjnsti- 
ably) annouiiced in the declaration, viz., the principle - 
of excluding Bonaparte personally from the throne of 'J^, 
France, (the dticlaration says fi-om the world !) ?— thus^j 
leaving yourselves no alternative but the full attain-^cr j 
ment of that object or the most irretrievable failur&rr^ 
and disgrace, * . . Remember that Pitt, in the vcrj^-M-j* 
height of his popularity and power, was obliged t(*cr 
give way, at the very beginning of the war of tb»rf^ 
Revolution, when I brought forward a motion i^ 
repudiate the principle that the character of thcf^ 
existing Government in France precluded negotisrcf^offi 
tion. He was made to feel that neither the publ'Xcnl 
nor the Parliament would support him in the op€>^:x 
avowal of such a principle. . . . The first effe^-sTl 
then, of attacking France in the way which yon (»M ft 
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^oorself called upon to recommend, would be to 

cilvide tbe country at home and to increase and con- 

eoUdale the power of the enemy ; nay, to assist and 

expedite the re-cstablishmcnt of that very military 

system, the present dissolution of which in many of 

its most material parts, you assign as one of your 

' main inducements to immediate action. Would the 

'' ho|>e be much better with respect to the other Powers 

^ cf the confedei*acy ? I fear not. Violent counsels 

' are seldom supported with constancy and firmness. 

' Past experience, as well as the recent proceedings of 

* the Congreas, show how little their union is to be 

* dei>euded on when their separate interests come in 

* the way. After all that I have seen in the last 

* twenty years, I should not be very sanguine as to 

* their perseverance under reverses, even in a war nn- 
^ dcrtaken on the strictest principles of self-defence; 

* but I am sure a confederacy formed for the pnr|x)se 

* of expelliDg Bonaparte from the throne of France 

* would break to pieces amicbt mutual complaints and 

* accusationSj on the first bad success. 

• Even if I were certain, then, that peace with Bonar 
' parte could not ultimately be preserved, I should say, 

* take care that your cause is evidently just \ but, 

* at>ove all, take care that ypu do not undoi-take the 

* war on a principle which may strengthen your enemy, 
'weaken and divide yourselves, and diminish a hope 

* of a persevering ellbrt in the confederacy which you 

* wish to form. Prepare* indeed. That your safety 

2 a2 
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* requires. Bat wait till some aggression has given 
' yon a just cause of war.' 

Nor did my father believe, with Lord Grenville, 
that peace with Napoleon^ though doubtftil, was im- 
possible, and he thought there were circumstances in 
his situation which might well be expected to render 
hira more pacific. Without, however, laying much 
stress upon this consideration, he argued fiirther^ on 
the score of expediency^ in favour of delating any hos- 
tile declaration. He doubted, in fact, whether Fmnce 
was not actually better prepared for immediate action 
than the Allies, ' The best part of our army, much 
' reduced by misfortune, is/ he said, * in America. The 

* Kussians are beyond the Tistnla, and Poland tin* 

* settled* The Prussians have their Saxon spoliation 

* to secure and to maintain. Austria will find in Italy 

* occupation for a very large proportion of her force. 
' France, on the contrary, with an anny already perhaps 

* too eager for war, more numerous and better eqiiipi>ed 
' than you seem to appreheud, will find in the Nelher- 
' lands not only an object which her whole population 

* is desirous of pursuing, but allies anxious for her 

* assistance ; and in the interior of France such num- 
\ bers of returned prisoners and disbanded soldiers, as, : 

* for a time at least, will fiJl her ranks without the 

* necessity of conscriptions:' 
My father thus suras up his reasons against imme- 
diate war \ — 

* 1st. Because I think the principle of attaekini 
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l*^ranee. for thf* purpose of coinpelliug her to renounce 
tlic governmeut of Bonaparte, utterly unjustifiable, 

• 2iid. Bccanstj I think such an attempt exposed to 
accumulated disadvantages and dangers ; and, if it 
foils, tliat it leaves us no hope of escaping absolute 
ruin. 

• 3rd- Because, though I feel the greatest doubts of 
t.lie jxjssibility of preserving peace, I do not aljso- 
liitely despair of it; and I think that chance, however 
doubtful, ought to be preferred to a declaration of 

*And, Ithly, Because by gaining time you leave 

3rourselves open to the chances which that time may 

XiCford; and ultimately, if compelled to engage in 

hostilities, it seems more likely that you wouhl gain, 

tbati that yon would lose by the delay/ 

The reasons thus given failed to convincje Lord 
trenville ; and though equally lamented on Iwth 
Bides, the subject of difference was felt by each to be 
t-oo important to admit of a compromise. * We must 

* both feel/ Lord Orenville wrote, in answer to the 
Xctter above quoted, ' in such a case the necessity of 

* dec hiring our sentiments such as they really are. 
^ To know that yonrs differ from mine in any degree, 

* gives me, as you well know, the greatest pain.* And 
^giiin he says : * How deeply 1 lament this it is necd- 

* less to say. We must both of as discharge our duty, 

* luid all I can further my is to assure you, that every 
feeling of nty hairt will always lead nie to make llmt 
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' difference as small in character and as remote in time 
* as dnty will pennit» and at all events to confine it 
'strictly to those pcnnts on which it does leallj 
'exist'* 

My htber expresses in his r^ly his sorrow for the 
difference diat had thns arisen between them in still 
stronger language. He, too, felt that the qnestion wae 
' too important to allow either of ns to suppress oi 
*■ compromise onr opinions upon it. But,' he proceeds, 
^ to say that I lament the difference that exists between 

* us would be to express myself too feebly. Since 
' Fox's death I hare looked to you as the person best 
' qualified to take the chief direction of the party in 
' which we have acted together. You know how little 

* I have sought for myself any such distinction. Separ 
' rated from you, I must abandon all hope of being 
' useful ; and I probably shall withdraw myself from 

* all further interference in politics, except upon occa- 
' sions, if any such should arise, when my duty as an 
' individual peer may require that I should state my 

* opinions.' 

The opinions expressed in the letters above quoted, 
were afterwards stated on either side in the debato 
which took place in the House of Lords on the 23rd 
May, on the occasion of a motion by Lord Liverpool 
for au address to the Regent, to assure him of th» 
' cordial support of that House in all measures whiclk. 

* it may be necessary for His Royal Highness to adopts 

* lA'tter from Lord Grenville to my fether, April 1816. 



LORD GUEY. 



3b9 



' in conjtmction with His Majesty's Allies, against the 
* common enemy, at this important crisis,' 

My fiithcr, lamenting that he had * on this occasion 
to differ from a noble friend of hia, whose enlarged 
luiderstanding, whose liberal opinions, and whose 
ea:tensive experience entitle him to the greatest 

* respect ;* bat considering ' the discharge of dnty 

* paramount to every other consideration/ moved an 
;a.fneudraent to the address, in which he proposed to 
sixid to any assurances of support, * in all measures 

* necessary for maintaining the honour of His Majesty's 

* Crown,' an expression of dissent from the principle 
oF making the personal proscription of Bonaparte the 
e^^oand of renewed war with France. ' Snch a war/ 
^Ix^ amendment said, * appears to us questionable in 

its principle and fraught with the greatest dangers, 
l^^atring ns no alternative with a view to the re-estab- 
lishment of peace, but complete enccess in destroying 
Uae Gbvernmeut so proscribed, or hamiliation and 
<li^race in submitting to acknowledge it after such 
^roecriptiuu.* 
The battle of Waterloo, with its enormous results, 
^^sadiDg to the immediate and cnfire overthrow of 
^^0 proscribed Govern meut, averted all the dangers 
"^^hich my father had apprehended from the principle 
^^n which we had re-embarked in hostilities; and 
t^liose who advocated the ixjlicy on which the English 
l^ovemment acted, have a right to plead the success 
Xjrith which that policy was attended. But on a edm 
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review of all the circumstances and events of the time, 
will any one say that there was no ground for such 
fears as my father had expressed? His belief that 
France was better prepared than the Allies for imme- 
diate action was verified by the initiative which Napo- 
leon was enabled to take in the short campaign that 
ensued. And without going the lengtJi of saying, 
with Kapoleon at St, Helena, that, in fighting the 
battle of Waterloo, eighty chances out of one hun- 
dred were in his favour, will any one contend that 
' thure was no monieut during the protracted struggle 
of the 18 th, at which the fortunes of England and of 
the world seemed to tremble in the balance ? And 
had the scale turned against us, does any one believe 
that my father's apprehensions, as to the consequences 
which such a reverse would have had on the con- 
federacy, would not have been amply realised ? 

The difference which had thus arisen between my 
father and Lord Grcnville was confined at this time to 
the one subject above referred bo. On other subjects 
the agreement between them was still undisturbed; 
and almost concunently with the discussions on the 
renewed war in which this difference of opinion had 
shown itself, they had been acting cordially together 
on a question which was destined in later years to 
exercise a fatal influence over the union of parties,, 
and the stability of successive Administrations. 

The state of the Corn Laws had been brought 
under the consideration of Parliumeut during the i^^e^ 
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mom of 1814 aod 1815, and the measure proposed hj 

the Government for giving increased protection to the 

sigricnltru-al interest had excited the most violent op- 

ixisition aad agitation throughout the conn try, and had 

led, in Ixjndon, to serious riots, attended with loga^ 

life. My fother formed one of a small minority in 

the House of Lords which supported Lord Greu- 

ville in opposiDg the new laws. Lord Orenville, tar 

in advance on such subjects of the statesmen of the 

day, and in anticipation of the policy which has now 

I>een universally acquiesced in in England, deprea\ted 

ly legislation whatever in this matter. *If he were 

cjalled upon/ he said, * to describe one of the greatest 

causes? of mischief in this country, — one of thetcnden* 

cies most deeply to be lamented, — he knew nothing 

tliat appeared to him to be a more prolific source of 

<3vil than the proneness to this over-love of legis- 

lative interference, lie believed it would be much 

more advantageous to the community at large, he 

was sore it would be infinitely more beneftcial to the 

" iiiterestsof agriculture and of trade, if the Legislature 

* could \ye pei*suaded to abstain from endeavours to 

^ meet temporary inconveniences, at every turn, by 

*• some Bill, some protection, some remedy. He was 

^ persuaded that nothiog could be more wise than that 

* Uriiicijile which it was tlie fashion always to admire 

* in theory, but always to abandon in practice, of 

* refraining froui i^rpctual attempts to supply defects, 

* to correct errors, to guide speculations, to restrain 
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' enterprise, to limit profits, to reduce hazards, by 
' legislative interference. If it was true that provi- 

* dence bad implanted in the mind of every man an 
' industrious and sagacious view of his own interest, 

* by which he was much better directed to Ae attain- 
' ment of his objects than by any legislative assistance, 
' why were their Lordships condemned to hear that it 
*' was so, and yet condenmed at the same time to wit- 

* ness perpetaal and successful attempts at the violar 

* tion of the principle ?* ... He did not advocate, 
however, any * sweeping or sudden change.' * If the 

* measures,' he continued, ' which had formerly been 
' adopted for the protection of trade and manu&ctures 

* were right, let them be continued — if wrong let them 

' be abrogated ; not suddenly, but with the caution -i 

* with which all policy, however erroneous, so engrafted J 
' into our usage by time, should be changed.' . . 

My father's opposition, however, was grounded -• 

chiefly on the consideration that the House was not ^* 

in possession of such information upon the subject as ^ 

should precede, or be the condition o^ any legislation ^^ 

upon it. * The petitioners against the Bill,' he said, «> ^ 

* uniformly stated that the measure would have the 

* effect of preventing a cheap supply of food to the 

* labouring classes. . . . They might probably be 

* labouring under a mistake ; their feelings migiht^ ^^^* 
' have been improperly excited, . . . but the tni& "^ 
' corrective of this evil would be to go into a diqns— 

* sionate inquiry into the subject. ... If the people "^^ 
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* were right m their views they had a claim on their 
' Lurdships to interfere to protect them from the in- 
' jar>* they apprehend ; if they were wrong it was 

* their Lordshijis' pammount duty to endeavour to en- 

* lighten their judgment, and to show at least that 

* they had themselves examined the subject/ 
Upon the general principle of protection which was 

involved in the question, my father did not pronounce 
SLny decided opinion. He implied, indeetl, that if the 
ejtisting bwa comjielled the agriculturist to pay more 
for his coat, he thought tliat it would be only just that 
lije should be enabled to obtain more for his corn. 
But this was one of those questions of political eco- 
*iOtny for which, as I have mentioned in the til's t 
■fCtiiiptcr of this memoir, he had little taste \ and what- 
^^^v-^r his personal bias might be, he was prepared at 
^■^^1. times to give the subject his most dispassionate 
"^^"Cuisidemtion. Without such consideration, which he 
^^^^iitended had not been given in this instance, and for 
M^^fcich they were not in possession of the requisite 
B^*^ibniiation, he deprecated what he now considered 
^'^e party legislation of Government, as he deprecatal 
*^ Rafter years the means taken to excite and agitate 
*^e country on the subject, in order to reverse the 
l^^licy which, up to Uiat time, had been constantly 
^^ursued. 

My fathers motion to refer the measure to a Special 
^^mmitiee was negatived by a great tuajority, aud 
%.he opposition whith he supported Lord Grenville in 
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giving to the Bill in its different stages, was equaJl- , 
nnavailing. The principle of protection was then 
umphant, and continued to prevail for more than 
quarter of a century longer. 

The difference of opinion between my fkther at 
Lord Grenville, which had been ^occasioned by t^! 
return of Napoleon from Elba, was un fortunately rea^" 
newed in 1816, with res|)ect to the main provisions 
the arrangement by which, after the final overthroB 
of the French Emperor, it was sought to secure tbe^^ 
peace of Europe against fiitnre disturbance. 

Lortl Grenville, impelled by his aversion to the Im- 
perial r^ime in France, to which, perhaps not without 
reason, he principally ascribed the troubles in which 
Europe had been so long involved, was disposed to 
acquiesce in the policy, now adopted by the Allies, of^* 
formally proscribing by treaty all the members of the^»J 
Bonaparte family from any future share in the Groveni- 
ment of France, and of guaranteeing the possession oi:< 
the French throne to the old dynasty in legitimat 
succession- This was an amount of interference in th^j 
affairs and internal Government of an independentj 
nation, which my father thought utterly at varianc*i 
with the principles which he had ever been taught 
regarti as inviolable, * I cannot consent,' he wrote U^ 
Lord Grenville, * to the doctrine of legitimacy as noi^-^ 

* asserted and acted upon* It seems to me absoluteLf- 

* contradictory of the principles of our own revolatioir:^: « 
' and, if true, I do not see how we can deny that o^- 
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present Government originated in treason ; and that 

^lie faniUy now on the throne sit there by an usurped 

^itle.* Not denying that the * restoration of the 

lineal heir of Louis XYI/ was a * desirable event,' 

^"ith a view to the permanence of peace, — *the 

«|uestion/ he said, 'will be with respect to the nature 

^ of the transaction by which this end has been ac- 

■ complished, and whether or not it is consistent with 

those principles which 1 have been taught to consider 

as the true foundation of Government, rea% kgiti- 

rmte^ and of the independence of nations, as well as 

* with the obligations of good faith. At the com- 

* raenceraent of the war I expressed, as well as I was 
^ able, my utter repugnance both to the principle and 

* policy of an attempt to force upon the people of 

* France a Government to which they were adverse.* 

* Such an intention was solemnly and publicly dls- 

* claimed, and if the event has been to compel the French 
** to submit to a Government which nothing but the 

' presence of a foreign force can maintain, and to 

* engage this country by a formal guarantee to main- 

* tain it by these means, the objections which I 
' stated to the attempt, are increased to its accomplish- 
' ment, by the breach of the assurances by which the 
' people of both countries have been deceived.' , , . 

• Lord GreavUle thought our right of iuterfereooe with the imma- 
diate Govemmeiit of Fitince ud question able under existing circum- 
stances. * Aft the war/ he said^ • waa nec«esarj, it wafl just, and the 
' conqueror had a right hy the law of nations, to impose wyon the con- 

* quered such ternaa as would prevent the recurrence of the evi! for the 

* remetlf of which the war was undertaken.' 
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* Thus far, if I ooUect your opinions rightly from your 
' lettar, I fear ther^ must be a wide dxfiference between 

* us.* And in contemplation of this difference he 
reconciled himself to the circumstances which made 
it impossible for him to be present at the opening of 
the Session, and deprived him of the opportunity, of 
which he would otherwise have wished to avail himself, 
of * stating his opinions on the principles of the peace, 

* and the securities by which it is to be maintained.' 

With respect to these principles, and the proposed 
securities, my fether*s opinion coincided with that of 
Lord GrenviUe, * I certainly,' he writes, • consider 

* them as highly objectionable on all the grounds 

* that you have stated. They leave France in pos- 

' seasion of nearly the whole of her former population ^ 

* and territory, and they are at the same time so in- ^ 

* snlting, that no Government of that couDtri% legiti- — 

* mate or illegitimate, Bourbon or other, can avoid 

* feeling the most vehement desire to seize the first:*' 

* opportunity that may offer, to throw off such a loai 

* of injury and disgrace. They depend on the unio 

* of Powers so little bound together by a common^*: 

* interest, the danger which immediately threatene<^» 
^ them being removed^ and so likely to be divided b ^^ 

* clashing pretensions, that even during the negotiation 

* of the Congress, they were seen arraiug and enterin 

* into defensive alliances against each other; and th 

* produce the necessity of a system at home, whic 

* however favourable it may be to what I am pi^^^r- 
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'soaded is a settled design of the Court, is equally 
'dangerous to our Const! tutiou aud to our linauces/ 

And he thus protests against the course which was 
now adopted (with what success let the events of 
J 830-31 declare), of fashioning the map of Europe 
according to the will and supposed interests of certain 
great Powers, without reference to the wishes or feel- 
, ings of the people whom they thus arrogated to them- 
soItcs the right to dispose of. * There is/ he says, * a 

* jjrinciple of the general arrangements essentially con- 

* nected with the peace of France^ from which I fnu- 

«3ajneu tally dissent, as being inconsistent with any 

^ruc notion of the balance of Europe, and most 

^3angerous in practice ~T mean the principle of par- 

^*:.ition, by which it is supposed peace is to be main- 

"Gained by rounding and balancing in some pro[)or' 
^^ion of e^jual force the dominions of three or four 
It Powers, without any regard, where tliis supposed 
DDvenienee is interrupted by the possessions of 
^weaker States, to the claims of right or justice ; I 
4ini afraid I might add» in some cases^ to the obliga- 
tions of treaties, or what is equivalent to them.' 
Lonl Grenvillc had argued in the letter to which 
^^^iat from which the preceding extracts have lieen 
^veu was an answer, that it would have been a wise 
^^loUcy ujion the conclusion of peace, * material]}' to 
^^ abridge the territory of France/ *The events^ he 
^^id, * not only of the last twenty-five years, but the 
" experienif of a century and a half/ demonstmtiiig 
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' that necessity, with a view to the peace and tran- 
' quill ity of Europe/ 

In this view my father so far concurred, as to feel, 
he said, * the reduction of the power of France to be 
' at all times a great object both of British and Euro- 
' pean policy/ Nor did he deny, 'if it be true that 

* we cannot be secure against any Government in 
' France out of the line of her ancient kings, that such 

* a reduction of territory as would prevent that Power 
' from being formidable would, on that ground also, be 
' a legitimate object/ 

But then he thought that in pursuing such an object 
it must be clearly shown that it was with reference to 
onr own safety, and, above all, that any arrangements 
by which it was sought to elTect it, * should be such as 

* to relieve us from the necessity of any interference 
' in any new change/ 

There was another point incidental to the main 
question of the terms and stipulations of the peace, o 
the inexpediency and impolicy of which my flithe 
and Lord Grenville entirely agreed. They both ob 
jected to the continued occupation of France by th 
allied armies, as a measure that could serve no pur- 
pose but to irritate the French nation withont neces- 
sity, and without any compensating advantage,* 

* Lord Gr&tiviUe also objected to it as affording a pretence for 1 
iQg up a large military establifihrnent ; a policy wMch be deprecai 
UBConatdtutional and dftngerouja in its conaoquences* He was wftnal; 
supported in this obj action by Lords Hollaod and LansdoWDo, &c. My 
father him self was absent when the terms of the peace were diaCfUBoed m 
1816. 




^Witb respect to our conduct in the arrangements 

''^^^rding France/ my father said in the debate on 

^*^^ sjddross on the opening of Parliament in January 

^^ i 7 i * There was but one of two courses to pursue, 

-^^itherwe should have conciliated the goodwill of 

*^*>« French people, by abstaining, after the destruc- 

*-*^«^n of their former Gorernment, against which alone 

« protested that our hostility was directed, from 

'*^y further interference in their internal aflfairs,— a 

^:>urse which I should have preferred, because, in 

J opinion, it would have been more consistent with 

isdora, liberality, and justice, and therefore our 

^**ue policy (for from true policy, wisdom, liberality, 

^^^id justice are inseparable) ; or, if it had appeared 

*-1iat the people of France were in such a state, and 

'fcTiat the seeds of disorder were so widely dissemi- 

^*r:iated in that unhappy country, as to render her 

^3angerous to the general tranquillity, it was open to 

'Xis^ having unsheathed the sword and conquered, to 

Insist on our rights as conquerors, aud to take secu- 

* rities for our own safety, and for the reduction of the 

power of France to such a degree aa would enable us 

* to repose in security. But neither of these courses 

' was taken by His Majesty's Government, They 

'adopted a third description of proceeding. They 

• determined on maintaining a British force in France, 

' for the support of the family on the throne } and the 

' consequence is, that without having reduced the 

iower of that great concentrated empire they have I 

9 13 ■■■ 
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* gpwTUffd an iipliCThle spirit of animosi^ on Uie 
'pan of die people.* 

Widi die coRespood»Ke between diem on die sab- 
ject of the peace, the poMtkal intercoaiBe and connec- 
tion between my bAer and Loid GraiTiUe may be 
said to bare tenninatfd Qoestions soon arose at 
home, producing a more important difference between 
them, which piaced them once more, as they had been 
dnring Mr. Pitt's first Administration, in direct ofqx)- 
sidon to each other on points, not merely of policy or 
temporary inexpediency, but of constitutional prin- 
ciple. 

The conchision of peace had been followed by an 
unprecedented arnoont of distress pervading all branches 
of our national industry— commercial, manufacturing, 
and agricultural ; and this distress had, as usual, led 
to feelings of discontent, of which a few mischievous 
and obscure agitators had taken advantage, to excite 
the people to partial attempts at insurrection, if indeed 
the disturbances whidi took place in London, and in 
some of the Midland counties, may be dignified with 
snch a name. 

In the speech from the Throne on opening the Ses- 
sion of 1817, the Regent had alluded to the * attempts 
' which have been made to take advantage of the 

* distresses of the country for the purpose of exciting 
' a spirit of sedition and violence.' And this had been 
followed on the 3rd of February 1817, by a message 
recommending the Houses of Parliament to take into 
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their immediate and serious coDsideratioii ' the infor- 
fcaiation which he had commanded to be laid before 
•hem * respecting certain practices, meetings and com- 
^ binations in the metropolis, and in different parts of 
*^ the kingdom, evidently calculated to endanger the 
"* public tranqnillityj to alienate the affections of His 
^ Majesty's subjects from His Majesty's person and 
'^* Government, and to bring into hatred and contempt 
'* the whole of our laws and constitution,' 

The House of Lords responded to this message by 
the appointment of a Secret Committee * to take t^e 
information thus laid before them into consideration, 
of which Committee Lord GrenviUe was a member. 

On the ISth the Committee made its report, ex- 
pressing, after detaUing at some length the circum- 
stances which had led them to form it, * tlieir decided 

* opinion that furtlier i>ro visions are necessary for the 

* preservation of the public peace, and for the protec- 

* tiou of interests in which the happiness of every class 

* of the community is deeply and equally involved.' 
In pursuance of this recommendation, Bills were 

introduced, with the entire concurrence of Lord Gren- 
viUe, for the suspension of the Habeas Corpus Act, — 
for the more effectual suppression of seditious meet- 
ings, — and for punishing any attempts to seduce the 
troops from their allegiance. 



* These Committ«eft weaw appointed by ballot^ whichi whien the 
ereat majoritj of the lloiiae aupported the Government, insured their 
Ijeing conopoaed of members devoted to it. 

2b2 
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' He felt it his bounden duty,* Loixi Grenville said, 
ia the debate on the suspeasion of the Habeas Corpus 
Act, 'to declare that he considered the present sitiia- 
' tion of the country to be one of extreme danger, 

* and that some extraordinary legislative measures 

* were absolutely necessary. . . . , Such being the 

* serious conviction of his mind, he felt it to be his 

* duty openly to declare his opinion, and to give his 

* cordial support for the passing of a Bill for the tem- 

* porary suspension of the Habeas Corpus Bill* That 
Bill was introduced in the House of Lords by Lord 
Sidmouth (Home Secretary) on the 24th February, 
and the two other Bills alluded to, in the House of 
Commons on the same day by Lord Castlereagh. 

My father, as he had done in 1794 and 1795, took 
his stand against the policy now adopted by the Goveni- 
ment. In the debate on the address he had already 
strongly deprecated the exti-aordinary measures which 
the espressiona in the Regent's speech, with referent 
to the disturbances which had taken place, led him 
anticipate. ' That it is in human nature, when di 

* tressed,' he said, * to express its discontent, who wU 

* deny ? A free people will sometimes express thei: 
' feelings in a manner not the most guarded. Nobod 
' has been more obnoxious to popular assemblies, 

* the friends of Reform, than myself. On no man havi 

* more severe remarks been made. But, my Lor 

* though they may continue to stigmatise me as a per- 
' tiou who has forfeited their con^dence, and whos> 






moderation is hateful to them, I am far from wishing 
to deal out the same uncharitable measure to them. 
Though I extremely disapprove of their views, whicb^ 
if they could be carried into effect (and I am per- 
suaded they cannot), would prove most pernicious,* 
I believe many of them to have sincerely good in- 
tentions, . . . I should be sorry to believe that there 
' existed in any great number of them a disposition to 
"^ overthrow the Constitution. I should therefore most 
"■*" deeply regret if what has occurred f should be made 
"^ the pretext for introducing new laws, inconsistent 
^ with the true spirit of the British Constitution. If any 

* individuals should appear to be animated with evil 

* designs, that ought not to be advanced as a reason 

* for depriving the people of England, who have borne 

* the heavy" burthens imposed on them with patience 

* 80 exemplary, of their constitutional rights and pri- 
' vileges — their best possessions and their best hopes, 

* If such Ije the conduct that your Lordships should 

* unfortunately pui-sue, will not the people with justice 

* exclaim — We sought for bread, and are requited with 

* Meeiinga had been very geoe rally held for the purpose of getting 
^P petitions for FarUameutary Beform, of which the general prajer was 
^or iiuiversal auffrage and annual Parliaments ; and thosa whose views 
^id Eot go this extreme length, were denounced, as stated bj my father, 
^J5 no truQ fricndfl to Reform. In like manner, tho«e who are aatisfi&d 
"^^itli the length to which lleform was carried in 1832, or who desire at 
^ciO«t to remedy the defects of that measure, are now denounced aa 
^^poetatea if they oppose the views of those who advocate the bdlot, 
'^::riciaiiifl] parliamenta, and a democratic extension of the franchise ! 

f Alluding to the attack made on the Regent, aa he was returning 

Itrotu upening the Sea^ion, when the window of his oarriage was broke 

either by a stone, or a bullet from an air^guu. 
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* a stone ! Will jon show them Hal '. 
' anxious to limit their li^tE dut to 
' wants — to stifle the Toice of conq^uiit 

* attend to the prayer of their aggnTated i 

My £itber did not object to tiie iilLitj a LC of 
subject to a Select Committee. ' Unioabiedhr/ 
said, on that proposition being made on ike 4& 
February, * it was the duty of ]liinisters to cgnnnnnf-r .^ 

* catc any information they might hare re ce i ved o^. -^ 
^ practices threatening danger to the Constitiitioi^K^^ 
' to Parliament ; and they oonld not do 90 in a mnr ^ 

* prrjfjer manner, than by adopting the course whic^;^Bi 
' had been pursued on similar occasions.* But k&^ ^ 
regretted that any such necessitT sfaoold ha^^ — e 
arisen, and could not, he said, but think it ' a moi^^t 
' unfortunate circumstance, a most lamentable 'm haa t . 

' sity, that at this period of distress and misery, wh^^ n 

* no one measure of reduction or retrenchmeiit 

* lK*en carried into effect, ... a measure should 

* proposed which, there is too much reason to appi 

* hend, may lead to some invasion or infringi^s- 
^ ment of the people*s rights/ He repeated the a<=3- 
juration of the Ministers, that ' their Lordships wonKd 

* proceed to the inquiry without favour, without pa-:»- 

* tiality, and without fear.* * Or if,' he added, * fe^«r 

* should mingle with their deliberations, with at lea-^st 

* as much fear and apprehension of weakening 9i:M.d 

* impairing the liberties of the people, as of injarir^g 
' the Constitution/ 
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Wheu the Committee made its report, and the 
GoTcmment proceeded, in accordance with its recom- 
xaiendation, to introduce their repressive measures, he 
objected strongly to the suspension of the Habeas 
Corpus Act, proposed by Lord Sidraouth> on the 
ground that no suflScient case of necessity had been 
:Biade out. * He did not wish,' he said, ' to underrate 

* the danger that might exist. He could have no 

* interest in doing so. Whatever of rank or of pro- 

* perty he possessed, he was anxious, like every other 

»• man, to tmnsmit unimpaired to his children ; and if 
" the schemes mentioned in the report of the Com- 
^ mittee were capable of being carried into effect, he 
' could not be so foolish as not to know that he must 

»* be amongst the victims/ He admitted, indeed, the 
necessity of granting to Government such a power as 
they now asked, on extraordinary emergencies, but 
only on such emergencies. * If,' he said, * they had 

»* it at all times it would be found too strong for 
' freedom ; while, on the other hand, if they were 
* without it in eases of extreme urgency and danger, 
* there would be no safety for the Throne, the Con- 
P * stitution, or the country/ He did not, however, 
now believe the danger to be * of that imminent 
K * nature, which the Ministers of the Crown would have 
■ * the House to believe,' and which would alone justify 
such an infringement of the public liberties. The 
danger, such as it was, might, he was convinced, be 
' effectually met and guarded against by the enact- 
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' ments already existing. . . . Fortified and en- 
' trenched as they were,' he said, * up to the very 

* teeth, by the influence of the Crown, and by a large 

* military force, he would ask had they no other 

* securities still ? Let them look at their laws. There 

* were enactments which restrained the liberties of the 
'Press — which regulated popular meetings — which 
' punished illegal oaths — and yet they came to ask 

* for a suspension of the Habeas Corpus Act !' 

Lord Grenville and his friends now supporting the 
Government, a very small minority voted with my 
father in opposition to the Government policy. The 
second reading of the Bill was carried by a majority, 
including proxies, of one hundred and fifty to thirty- 
five, and it was then committed, reported, read a third 
time and passed, on the same day. 

The measures introduced at the same time in the 
House of Commons were afterwards carried with equal 
fecility through the House of Lords, but my father 
took no part in their discussion. 

But the repressive measures adopted by the Gt>- 
vemment did not stop here. On the 27th of March 
Lord Sidmouth issued his famous circular letter to the 
Lords-Lieutenant of counties, acquainting them with 
the opinion given by the law officers, that a justice 
of the peace might issue a warrant for the apprehen- 
sion of any person charged with selling, or in any way 
publishing, blasphemous or seditious libels, and might 
compel him to give bail to answer the charge. 
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This letter, and a copy of the opinion of the law 
c^fficers having been laid on the table of the House, 
<3n the motion of my father, he brought it under con- 
sideration on the 12 th of Ma\% in a speech of which 
Xord Holland said that he ' believed an abler legal 

* argument never had been delivered either at the Bar 

* or from the Bench.* Lord Erskine also said that he 

* had prepared himself to enter fully upon the legal argu- 

* ment, but it would now be pedantry to do so, as the 

* able and convincing speech of his noble friend had 
' received no answer." Even the Lord Chancellor 
(Eldou) observed that though he could not agree with 
Lord Grey, * be had no difficulty in declaring that he 

* had argued the case with sucli ability as held him in 

* some degree of check.* 

This speech, the longest my father ever made, and 
which occupied four hours in the delivery, was one of 
the few that was ever corrected by himself, and was 
separately printed. Its length makes it impossible to 
give more here than a short summary of it ; nor, 
perhaps, consist! ug, as it does» for the most part of 
an elaborate legal argument, would lengthened ex* 
tracta possess much interest for the general reader. 

He first argued against the legality of the power 
^sseiled in this letter, supporting his argument by 
the opinions of our greatest law authorities^ which 
all went to show that a justice of the peace had 
never been held to possess the jx)wer now claimed 
for him. 
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Next he showed the dangerons tendency of sncfa a 
power in cases of alleged libel, even if it should 
legally exist. 'In all the varieties of writings,' he 
said, * which might constitnte that offence, what is more 
' difficult to be decided than the question of their 
' guilt or innocence ? What more exposed to the in- 

* fluence of undue motives in its decision ? It has 

* been formerly stated by some of the most eminent 

* persons in the profession of the law, nay, by almost 
' all of them, to be so nice and difficult a question that 

* it could not be left safely even to a special jury, that 

* they were only to find the fact of publication, and 

* that the criminality of the writing as a question of 

* law, was exclusively for the decision of the Court. 

* This, my Lords, was long contended for, and long 
'acted upon as law, till, happily for the freedom 
' of the Press, and for the liberty of the country 

* of which the Press is the great palladium, by the 
' perseverance of my noble and learned friend near 

* me (Lord Erskine), and by the exertions of the 
' man whom in public life I most loved and ad- 

* mired (Mr. Fox), whom I had nearly called one 
' of the greatest lawyers, but who certainly was one 

* of the greatest men the country ever produced, that 
' principle was at length exploded, and by the Libel 
' Bill it was at last established, that in prosecutions 

* for libel, both the law and the fact were within the 

* province of the jury, and to be decided by them. 
' But, my Lords, what avails this just and beneficial 
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statote, wliat security is there for the freedom of the 

Press, or the liberty of the subject, i^ whilst you 

liave imposed this salutary restraint upon the judges 

in trials for libel, you gire to justices of the peace, 

Ijefore trial, a right to decide that difficult question, 

and to commit to prison (in many cages, perhaps, to 

inflict a severer piuiishment than the Court upon 

conviction would adjudge) upon a charge which, after 

ail, may turn out to have had no foundation but in 

the false interpretation of words perfectly innocent, 

■ by the justice before whom the charge was bronght? 

^ I cannot, my Lords, I will not, believe that you can 

^ sanction the exercise of such a power. That it is not 

* law, 1 think I have already shown. But if it is law 

* your duty calls upon you to lose no time in altering 

* it. With respect to oftences over which this au- 

* thority is acknowledged, it is ordinarily a simple and 

* intelligible fact, of which the magistrate has to judge. 
' . . . But upon libel, where the whole guilt or inno- 

* cence of the offence must depend ni)on the intention, 

* and must be inferred from the construction and the 

* inuendoes, often difficult for the most impartial and 

* unbiassed person to decide, where the prejudices, 
' interests, or passions of the justice before whom the 
' charge is brought, are so likely to influence his 

* interpretation of the words; where in political or 

* religious libels, more especially, his particular opi- 

* nions and attachments must unavoidably have so 
in cases o f this sort, to place uj 
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' the charge of any common informer the personal 
' liberty of every writer and publisher oa politics, 

* religion, or law, or any other public question, the nu- 

* fettered discussion of which is of the very essence 

* and principle of a free Government, at the discretion 
' of magistrates mixing in all the contests of the time, 

* and partaking on one side or the other, in all the 

* heats and prejudices which personal or party interests 

* engender-, — if such be the power of the magistrates, 

* and if this be law, where, I ask, are all the boasted 

* securities of our inclepeudcnce and freedom ?' 

Having next shown that in the absence of an 
statute conferring such a power on Justices of thej 
peace, there was also no such ancient and contiuuedl 
practice as could form a plea in its justification, h^ 
proceeded to argue against the act of the Secretary o4 
State in sending this circular, as an unconstitutional 
interference with the magistracy in the exercise a^ 
their judicial functions. 

* It is, ray Lords,* he said, * amongst the very fir^ 

* principles of a free Government, that there shonft 

* be an insurmountable line of separation between thdj 

* executive and the judicial authorities, — that tie ; 

* latter should be kept independent of the former; 

* and hitherto any interference of a Minister of tk 

* Crown with the administration of justice, has been 

* considered as a political oflence of so serious a ten- 
' dency to the liberty and security of the subject, that 
' at other times it would have calletl down the indig. 
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* JatToii of Parliament on the head of the offender. I 
say, my Lords, this has been such an iiiterfcreDce,^ 
^i direct interference, not ^Yith the ministerial, but 
^rith the judicial dnties of the magistrates, — hy in- 
structing them in what manner they are to administer 
tflie law with respect to a particular class of offences ; 
the consequence of which is, to subject to the power 
^ «>f arrest, and imprisonment, if hail cannot be pro- 
«ared, every author, printer and publisher,— nay, 
X>erhaps, every possessor, of any writing which, in 
ttcir judgment, they may deem a libeL' * 
My father's opposition to this proceeding of the 
^^i Ulster was as fruitless as that which he bad offered 
*^o the suspension of the Habeas Corpus Act, and the 
**iotion with which he concluded, for the production of 
^•li^a case submitted to the law officers, on which the 
*^l>inion was founded by which liord Sidmonth justified 
**^is letter, was negatived by seventy-five to nineteen, 

3t does not appear that there was any formal dccla- 
*'^'1iion of the dissolution of the political connection be- 
^'^'^^en my father and Lord Greuville.t But the very 

^^ In the SeaaJon of 1818, Lord Erakine intfoduced a Bill to prevent 
^^^^■^^etB by justices of the peace for libel, before indictnient found ; but 
"^*as thrown out on the sacond reading by a majority of thirty -one to 
*-t*A»teen. 

^ In the Memoira of the Courts of George III. and the Regency, pub^ 

^^ Vied by the present Duke of Buckingham, no letters are glTen for the 

^^*^%jfi 1815, 1816, and 1617, most important years to omit; but it 

^^^uld appear from those published for the year 1818, in which great 

^^l*-*-^ety is ehown on the part of Home of Lord GrenviUe'a friends to 

'^^Tn a ' third Party/ (evideutly as a atep towards joining the Govem- 

^^■^nt,) and from the disapprobation aipreaaed on one occasion by Lord 

^**^[i'sille of the reception, by Lord Temple, of a communication from 
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different view now taken by diem of the oonditioii of 
the ooontrr, and of the measures which that ooQdition 
rendered expedient, led Tirtnally to that result ¥11116 
my &ther (as has been seen) raised his Toice loadly 
against a conrse of policy whidi he considered no less 
impolitic than nnconstitational. Lord Grenyille sop- 
ported the (joyemment in all their ooerciye measures* 
And it was probably in contemplation of that sqnia- 
tion which snch a difference rendered inevitable be- 
tween the parties that had hitherto composed the 
Opposition, that the hitter, in supporting the Bill pro- 
posed by Ministers in June 1817, for prolonging the 
suspension of the Habeas Corpus Act^* spoke of the 
probability of that being 'almost the last occasion on 
' which he should have to claim the attention of their 
* lordships.' 

The conduct, indeed, of those who were now eagerly 
pressing the discussion of Parliamentary Reform, and 
promoting meetings for the purpose of getting up peti- 
tions for that object, at which both the language used, 
and the views advocated, were often of extreme vio- 
lence, was such, as, with Lord Grenville's known 
opinions on such subjects, made his further co-operation 
with the Opposition impossible. 



Lord Liverx>ool, that though he (Lord Grenville) had withdrawn Snm 
any active part in Farliament the connexion with the Whig party had 
never been formally dissolved. 

* In the first instance the Habeas Corpus Act had only been sos — ^ 
pended till the Ist of July. In Jxme, a second Bill was introduced Uc^^^ 
continue the suspension. 
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I My fatlier himself, though disapproving strongly of 
the coercive measures to which the Govemment had 
recoarse in order to meet this agitation, or rather the 
consequences which they chose to attribute to it, was 
us much opposed as Lord Grcuville himself could be, 
to the view8 advocated by the Ultra-Reformers. I 
hare already quoted at some length a speech whicli he 
made in 1810,* in moving an address to the King ou 
the state of the nation, in which he disclaimed all par* 
tieipation in the views of the so-called Radical Re- 
formers. He now repeated, ia presenting a petitiou 
from the Lord Mayor and Corporatiou of London, on 
tlie ISth of September 1817, praying, amongst other 
lliitigs, for a Reform of Parliament, that he most fully 
' disckiraed the project of annual parliaments and 
* universal suffrage. His noble friend (Lord Holland) 
*" liad shown, to the conviction of that House, that such 
■ doctrines never were acknowledged by the Coustitu- 
' tiatt. That they never would become part of the 
^ Constitution he most sincerely hoped. .... In his 
' constrience he believed that their realization would 
not only be unattended with any salutary or beneficial 
improvement, but would lead to the subversion of all 
that this nation, over every other part of the world, 
enjoyed/ 

r Bat he was not prepared to * impute to every man 

iko held such doctrines, improper or sinister designs. 

It was natural, he felt, that the people should 

under tlie pressure of unparalleled distress, to 

• See Chapter V, 
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* every measure likely to obtain redress.* And though 

* he conld not conceal from himself that in the very 

* anxiety for that redress, they were ready to subscribe 

* to plans and systems of Reform without particulariy 

* weighing the specific merits or applicabilit}' of such 
' propositions,* still less was he prepared to concur, 
on that account, or on account of the disturbances 
of which it was said the language used at the Reform 
meetings had been the cause, in the coercive measures 
now proposed by Ministers and supported by Lord 
Grenville. If mischievous men took advantage of the 
existing distress to encourage irritation, and used the 
opportunity afiforded by the meetings in favour of Re- 
form to preach revolutionary doctrines, ' the suspension 

* of the Habeas Corpus Act was not the proper remedy 

* for the discontents that prevailed.' Nor was it, he 
thought, either politic or just, * because there were a 

* few designing persons ready to take advantage of the 
' distressed, to urge them to acts of violence, that the 

* whole people of England were to be deprived of theii 

* liberties, and those discontents aggravated, which a 

* wise Government would endeavour to remove.' * 

The separation between my father and Lord Gren- 
ville was thus, from the commencement of these dis- 
cussions, complete ; and the united and powerful party 
which had constituted the Opposition for the last ten 
years, under their joint leadership, was thenceforward 
irrevocably broken up. 

Speech on the renewal of the suspension of the Habeas Corpus Act, 
1817. 
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|Xv the preceding chapters I have attempted to give 

amt' idea of the principles on which my father's 

political opinioiis were founded, aod by which his 

puhlic conduct was invariably guided. My object has 

**cen less to vindicate their trath and justice (though 

^litertainiDg myself the most implicit ikith in both) 

^an to show that, such as they were, they were the 

k'^oiitHst convictions of his miiid ; that, as such, being 
^i~nesUy and sincerely adopted, no motive of self- 
l^xiiterest — no consideration of party advantage— no 
^^<^ire for ollice, such as the vulgar idea is too apt to 
Jtupyte to public men — not even the nobler ambition 
obtain power for the sake of the good it might 
'*^54ble him to effect, could induce him, for a single 
itaat, to abandon or even to comproiuisc them. 
To the possession of office he was at all times not 
^^\j indifferent but indisposed \ and he ever contcm- 
^^«Ued the possibility of the course of events leading to 
being (.oilkd upon to take a share in the Govern- 
iut of tlic ctnaitry, as a sacrifice which his duty 

2c 
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might, under certain circumstances, render imperative ; 
but still as a sacrifice of that domestic comfort and 
happiness which no man perhaps appreciated more 
highly, or clung to more fondly, than himself. 

The continued existence of successive Tory Admi- 
nistrations, he regarded, under the circumstances of 
the times, as a national misfortune; and he joined 
eagerly and zealously in the Opposition which had for 
its object the substitution of a Government based on 
more liberal principles. But great as, in his opinion, 
would be the national advantage of the establishment 
of a Liberal Administration in power, that advantage, 
he also thought, might be too dearly purchased if 
attained at any, even the slightest, sacrifice of cha- 
racter. Nor was it enough, as regarded himself, that 
there should be no real abandonment of political prin- 
ciples for the sake of place ; there must not be even 
such an apparent compromise of it, as might lead the 
public to doubt for a moment the purity of the motives 
on which he had acted. He held the character of a 
public man to be a national property that must not be 
lightly trifled with; nor could it, in his idea, be 
damaged in any degree, without corresponding injury 
to the public interests. 

It was this feeling that led to the interruption of the 
various negotiations for changes in the Administration 
which I have already noticed. It cannot be denied 
that, in acting upon this conviction, the bulk of the 
party did not always go with him ; and on more than 
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one occasion llic unl>ending spirit, which alooe stood iu 
the way of his accession to power, was loudly con- 
demned by many of its members, who could ill un- 
demtand his liigh principle of action, and who could 
only feel resentment against one to whom they attri- 
bfitcd the disappointment of their hopes. 
I am aware that the passing of tlie Reform Bill has 
been urged as a reason why such eleyated notions of 
tlie obligations of a public man, should in latter times 
have apparently ceased to opcmte, and that a Ministry 
j^is not only thought to be justified, but to be called 
ipon by duty, to adhere to office after defeats which 
fjn other times would have been considered to render 
Jinimediate resignation the only course compatible with 
531, due regard to character and honour. I cannot^ 
laowever, concur in this opinion, or join with those 
"^rho attribute to the Refonn measure the weakened 
^luthority of successive Administrations. To my mind 
xt seems more correct to trace the general disrepute 
mnto which all Governments have undeniably fallen, 
^lud the existing want of confidence in the honesty of our 
public men, to the abandonment of that high principle, 

I^wbich, as it prevented my father from accepting ofl&ce 
Tvithout full power to carrj^ his own policy into effect, 
would never have allowed him to retain it, by the 
constant sacrifice of his opinions to the ever-increasing 
exigencies of a party, 
'i'here can be no doubt, however, that if the acqui- 
sition or retention of power is to be the first object of 
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» pQhlic nmu this is not tbe wiy to secure it ; and 
my &dKr hink^df affoctfe a saiking prooi^ tint sach 
[vriSiCtFtles of *ctiQQ cui only result in almost peipetoal 
esdttstoQ firam office* and in ilie oooseqaent loss of 
\iflMCtiuurr tuk «dM mack good, that, with a ks8 
valwcidi^ sfuif — vish a lover standard of pablic 
vinae — he wa»i ymis bdbre have heett in a positioo 
10 acvvBii^i^. To d^ it is safficient to answer that 
it /mffk iK'C v^ be si>: aad had odbeis been actuated 
by $LiiLiur hk^ zscoffiis of pcctical hoooiir and con- 
^&f:c»!cy — ftiai taoey usaie. a^ he ol. th& pow^ to gire 
edStfirc x^ ^ir TCUiciDiies a isie qici s.oa cocditioa of 
dseiT ;KvYc>CkZ!C« c<* cdSice: ix Bsaziwv as I haT« 
ttOK ^BUL coix v'Ceim-ii aj^aiy. aaii mast again 
)K^%;iu. 1^ ^aiu'es wac 7c:QS39ec %> shire his Ug&f in 
aie y:^ uXt^Y^sa»x 3u' :3it tiOK*^ «^th^ siec^CBifi&t of 
;3)it Oa^^oc v^«&!!S02iL. xx^ae aac secriimTiHrt as he did. 
a vVQK^Qu'iL v*c :3i!ir l:rnfmg ^iirs i£ ais- GoviasiKcf — 
he wvttiji ul^c lavu oaii ilt if:u: a -onirair •sf a <es.sciy 

hi> yxmt^ z n/r wiroai. a ^shssaaaa. Jtt7% ck^tl ^ 
i£t ^Uttji,. :tctr««A£ :iiii£ r^auTsiL Ji a ^^osn. i£ ao^fiaal 

Ti^MBSUTi: n lls^c;]L-%: iau. :*>jui2li2iciua ion imL wssl so 
1 ic^^SN^ ji 'hit irr^ac J^aoo:!: Zi cjvt a ^ubi 
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ips, there are few men so distingaiahed in public, 
'whoso life in private was so devoid of all Incident 
-which coald render its lengthened description generally 
interesting. Its even and unvarying tenonr might 
almost be termed monotonoua, if monotony did not 
seem to imply ennui and weariness — feelings from 
which no man's daily life was ever more completely 
free. Each portion of the day had its appropriate 
oocupation 5 none was mis-spent or trifled away, and 
Vjctween the well-regulated hoars devoted to business 
c«r study^ and those given to liis family, his life passed 
on, as I have said, in an even and unvarj'ing tenour, 
liut one singularly happy in its course. 

It would be impossible m language to give any 
*ideci!iate idea of the spirit of gentleness and afl"ection 
that marked all his intei-course with his family and 
familiar friends. Nor shall I attempt it, farther than 
say, that no one was ever endowed in a higher 
Sdegree with those domestic qualities, which insure to 
their jjossessor the attachment of children, friends, and 
dependents. High-minded as were the principles, and 
^pure the motives, that marked his public career, it 
ras in private— in the every -day relations of family 
life— that the whole beauty of his character becarao 
most apparent. But he was not demonstrative by 
nature, and a certain reserve of manner in geueral 
society, led the world to judge him most erroneously. 
The most imlulgent of men towanls others—the most 
laimble aiul modest in his judgment of himself — has 
been represented as haughty and overiicaring! one 
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whose lieart was overflowing with feelings of kiiidneas 
and sympathy for all around him, has been described 
as ill-t<3mpered and unforgiving! I shall be disap- 
pointed, however, if the extracts which I give in the 
course of this memoir, from his letters to my mother, 
Mr. Fox, &c», do not lead those who read them to 
estunate him more correctly. 

I know little of my father's life, when not attending 
his Parliamentary duties, before his marriage. It is 
probable^ however, that much of his time was spent 
either iu the North, or with his father, w^ho then com- 
manded ill the South of England, 

In 1794, as I have mentioned in the first Chapter, he 
married the daughter of Mr., afterwards Lord, Pon- 
sonby, of Bishop s Court, in the County of Kildare, 
whose family had long taken a lead in the party 
opposed to the Grovernment in Ireland. He was thus 
brought into intimate relations with the most distin- 
guished of the Irish Liberals. 

On his marriage he took a small house in Hertford 
Street, May Fair, where he lived during the Sessious 
of '95, '96, '97, and '98, spending the summer of the 
three former at Howick, the seat of his uncle Sir 
Harry, and his own future residence during many long 
and hapiiy years ; and that of '98, |mitly in Hertford — 
shire, and partly with Lord Frederick Cavendish, sl^ 
Hulker, in Lancashire.* 

^er'tj gmndtoother» Lady Betty Ponionby, wt9 sistsir 
^usbire; and this roUtion 




X7^ 




Ill 1797 my father was twice called down to 

Brighton, where my grandfather and grand motlier were 

then living. First, on account of the illueas of the 

iortner ; and, again^ on the distressing errand of comniu- 

rxicatingto them the intelligence of his brother's death, 

d^olonel Thomas Grey, who died in command of a 

:M:"egiraent at the Cape of Good Hope» after a lingering 

Sexiness. I mention these visits to Brighton, though 

'^^ell aware how little of interest their mention can 

^^zKJSsess for strangers to himself and his family, because 

"fc-liej give me the opportunit}^ of quoting extracts from 

X-ettei's of his to my mother, which show his character 

lL3etter than anything I could myself say, 

I * Though I hate leaving you even for a minute,* he 

r rites to my mother, on the first of these occasions, * I 

■^ am very glad I came here, and I think it will be some 

^ relief to them. I am sorry to tell you that I think 

^ my father looks very indifferently. He has not been 

'*■ out of the house these two months^ and some time 

^ ago had a spitting of blood.' . . . And the next 

^ay he adds : * I cannot help wishing that I had 

* brought you here and remained some time, as I think 

* I might have been able to do my father some good. 
' Even these fine days have not tempted Mm to go 

* out, and he is so low that it is quite distressing to 
' see him. I am sure you will feel for my poor 
' mother, who has everybody else, as well as herself 

* to support. I think my grandmother is the best of 

* the family both in health and spirits. When I 
rish to stay here, if my other avocations 
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* would permit it, I assure you it is only from the 
*' motive of doing good to my father : I never saw a 

* place I should so much dislike to lire at for any 

* time/ 

In April, when he again went down with the news 
of his brother's death, he writes : * This has been a 

* sad scene of affliction, as you may too well conceive ; 

* for though we ought all to have been in some degree 

* prepared for the loss, yet it was impossible not to 

* feel the shock which the certainty of it must occasion. 

* My father and mother are both as well as I could 

* expect them to be. Indeed, the fortitude of both, 

* under many severe trials, but none so severe as this, 

* to which I have seen them exposed, cannot be ex- 

* ceeded. I think our coming here has been of great 

* use, and I liope we shall stay at least till Tuesday* 

* though I cannot help regretting every moment I am 
' kept from you.' , . , * We had a most prosperous 
' journey, and arrived here at half-past eight During 

* the latter part of it, I cannot describe to you wbat I 

* felt in the reflection that I was carrying suet un- 

* happy intelligence to persons at the time, probably, 
' quite unconscious of it, perhaps engaged in a pleasant 

* party, and withoat a thought of the miserj^ whicli 
' was approaching them/ 

The following day lie adds i ' We all continue 

* well as you could wish us, with the exception of tb e 

* most material, I mean my father and mother. The- j;^ 
' are neither of thera well ; particularly the formcsr r, 

* who is sadly reduced by his last illness, and ila. js 
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' most heavy loss af^jeais to press npoo them more 

' faeavflr, as they think more of it. Indeed, it is 

' impossible to recall to one's mind all poor Tom's 

* amiable qualities, without feeling, if possible, still 

' xmore from reflection.' 

In 1799 my lather gave up his house in Hertford 
Street, and took one on Ham Common, where he lived 
foT the next two years. The drawback to this situa- 
tion was its distance from London, which made it 
iixipossible for him to return at night after attending 
Hm^ House of Commons. Thus it frequently happened 
iJkmsX he was detained in town for the whole week ; and 
tbis at a time when the state of the neighbourhood 
y^ss such, as naturally to fill him with anxiety on 
account of his family. Nearly every house on the 
Common, I believe, except his own, had been broken 
into while he lived there. My mother, however, 
passed much of the time of his unavoidable absences 
with Lord Frederick Cavendish, at Twickenham Park. 
In November 1799, my father s brother, William, 
wlio had been severely wounded in Holland, having 
■^Cen landed at Yarmouth, in Norfolk, he accompanied 
^'^y grandfather and grandmother to that place, which 
^ again mention only to introduce the following ex- 
^■^KctB from his letters written on that occasion. 

' We arrived,' he writes on the 21st, ' yesterday 
^▼ening between six and seven, and found poor 

* William as well, I think I may say better, than I 

* ^Kxpected. ... I have had a conversation with 

* Hr. Tudor, the surgeon, who gives us everj' reason 
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' to hope that his life will be safe, though the limb is 
' still in danger. Indeed, the probability is that he 
' will lose it, and in the most favourable event he will 
' have a stiff joint/* ... * We have got very 

* tolerable lodgings exactly opposite to the hotisc he - 

* is in, and where I shall remain for some da3?s. My ^ 

* father and mother go away on Sattirday. On tliis ^ 

* unfortunate occasion my being so long and so far "w. 

* separated from you is not the least of my grievances. _ ^ 

* I cannot at present fix any time to return, andt^ 

* though I am sure that my absence is no less painfaW^^B:: 

* to you than it is to me, yet I am also sure that jo^nzm-^ 

* will not wish me to come away, whilst I can be 

* any use to poor William/ 

On the 22nd he says : * My father and mother ha 

* determined to stay till to-morrow ; which I am ve] 

* glad of, as it appears to gratify poor William/ A 
he thus describes the apix?arance of some of the Rv 
sian soldiom who, after their defeat at the Ileldcr, h; 
been brought to Yarmouth in our fleet : * I have se 

* some of the Russians, and do not at all wonder — ^ ^ 

* their being beaten. My lather cannot get over ^Immmis 
' astonishment at their appearance. They really ai»»t? 

* not human, and their filth is shocking to the greate^:^^ 

* degree. Those that are landed, to be carried to ffc=:»e 

* hospital, are immediately washed from head to foot £ a 
' a warm bath, their heads are shaved, and new clolJicr^s 

* given to them to prevent contagion. Soch jjarts cn^t 

* their own clothes as can be rendered wholesome a»^^ 

* lliis w«ft the reoiilt. 
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* iiseful by washing, are reserved for theni, and the 
' fx^i are burned. But it is quite impossible to give 

^ow any adequate idea of their sordid, miserable ap- 
F»earance. The conyicts in the galleys in France, or 
in the hulks in England, come the nearest to them 
^Tx general resemblance and dress. Most of them are 
in rags, squalid and disgusting to the sight, or wrapped 
^1> in a large loose white great-coat, of a texture 
lj<3tween a blanket and cloth, which is tied by a 
^i^triug or dirty pocket-handkerchief round the waist, 
Xii f^ort, you would take them to be anything but 
^fcoldiers. 

* Your letter, which I received yesterday/ he writes 
|^^»X the 24th, * has been the greatest comfort I have 
Experienced since I came here. The assurances that 
:3^ou are all well, and that my sweet children are 
'x^'cll, make me most happy. There is, however, one 
little sentence for which I have a great mind to 
<|uarrel with yon. I should do so most seriously, 
if I thought you could really imagine that any- 
thing could make tip to me the want of you and 
my children. Riches — I mean in moderation, for I 
* am not sure that great possessions do not briug with 
^ them as much embarrassment as pleasnre^ — riches 
^ ill moderation might add to our comforts, but the 

* want of thenij I trust, will never destroy our happi- 

* ness. Look at all your rich acquaintance, and tell 

* me whether the situation of any of them is really and 

* intrinsically as happy as ours. I will answer the 
' question for myself, and in doing so I think I may 
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liirnsolf to the Buke of Bedford at Wobura: ' I did 
xicit find so large a party as I expected. It con- 

* &tst8 at present of only Fox, Lord Robert (Spen- 
^ Cier), Fitzpatrick, Lord John Townshend, Francis 

* CSir Philip), Dudley North, Richardson, and myself. 

* Sheridan and Adair are expected to-day, and Hare 

* to-morrow. Pleasant as the people are with whom 

* I am living, and comfortable as this place is, they do 

* r^^ot make np to me for your absence and that of my 

* :a^eet children. They are so necessary to me that 
^ I cannot enjoy as I ought to do society anywhere 

* ^rom home. I should here if anywhere, for the style 
<3f the house is the best imaginable, and I never felt 
^30 completely at my ease and comfortable, under 
^iuy roof that was not my own. I feel nngratefol 
"^s-hen I form a wish beyond what I possess, for who 

^ver possessed snch real blessings? Indeed, if I 
^•ere at liberty to make my way of living conform 
to my situation, I feel confident that I should have 
no regrets to disturb m}^ happiness, A small com- 
fortable house, a little land to aiford me occupation 
out of doors, are all that are necessary to me ; but if 
^ we were only rich enough [to entertain occasionally 
* at home a small society with comfort, I should not have 
"* a wish ungnitified/ — Such a society, in fact, as he 
■^vas then enjoying at Wobum, composed of men no 
less distinguished by their abilities and patriotism in 
public life, than by the genial qualities which threw so 
great a charm over their intercourse in private. 
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Of the foremost man amongst them all, to whose 
memory he clung with the most devoted affection 
till the latest hour of his own life, he thus speaks on 
the same occasion: *Fox is in the highest spirits. 
' It is quite delightful to see such a man in the midst 

* of a society which he appears to like, so nnas- 
' suming, good-humoured, and cheerful. Everything 

* seems to be a source of enjoyment to him, and I 

* hardly know which to envy most, his amiable dis- 

* position or his unrivalled talents. When I descend 

* from admiring him to think of myself, how I 

* sicken at the contrast ! He is enthusiastic about 

* poetry, and admires Spenser as much as we do. 

* You may remember how cheap Francis appeared 

* to hold us for this taste at Woolbeding.* He is not 

* stout enough to disparage Spenser as much as he 

* did then, before Fox, but I assure you his opinions 
' on the subject, as far as he has ventured to express 

* them, have gained him no applause.' 

* I gave you an account,* he writes the next day, 
' of the party yesterday ; and though the society is gay, 

* cheerful, and amusing, there is no great variety of 

* events and occupations which would afford yon any 

* interest. We sit up rather too late, and dine too 

* early, considering the hours we keep ; but otherwise 
' nothing can be pleasanter than the manner in which 

* the day passes. The room we inhabit is the library, 

* The seat of Lord Robert Spencer, near Midhurst, in Sussex, and a 
frequent resort of Mx. Fox and the leading Whigs. 
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^%'liere we lounge over books, or join in conversation, 
SJLS suits our inclination. In this inaniier the morn- 
ing, or the greater part of it, passes, with perhaps a 
^Baantering walk in the pleasure grounds, or the 
t:emiis-court, where Fox and Lord Robert generally 
I>lay for an hour or two. We dine at four, and genc- 
»ra.lly walk out after coffee ; after which there is a party 
<z>f good players, from which I am excluded, at whist, 
i M a room which opens into the library, where the 
x*cst of the party amuse themselves as in the morning. 
Supper is served in another adjoining room about 
«^leven ; after which we generally sit up pretty late, 
TThe library is the most delightful room you ever saw. 
-All the castles I have been used to build about 
^!Eowick are fading away very fast, and, to say the 
'truth, I wish T could divest myself of all remaining 
X>tii'ti^lity to ^t« The distance will certainly not only 
\iQ a groat inconvenience on account of the education 
^f our dear children, bttt will make it almost impos- 
sible to have any society that is pleasant, which God 
inows the county itself cannot afford/ 
But Eowick was soon to become his permanent 
^'^sidence ; and instead of divesting himself of his cxist- 
**ig partiality to it, that partiality deepened into an 
Attachment to the place which has been rarely 
Equalled. 

He had only taken the house on Ham Common for 

two years, and he thus writes during a short absence 

Loudon during the spring of 1801 : 'We must soon 
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* ^«Es^ %i dkmk ag B wna y ^ jone Adm after the 1st 

- •ciif Ht J. via£& jp^wdtiis Tov faeL Wkat I ^oold 

* '^ki 'e0tSL. v^5cd bit s& Bibt a kM» m town Idt a 

- <K<xptt>: ^ mtjiixlis: uos I fear w« coaU kk aSord one 

* w^aeh. ip«aijij feM is ami ^t cfci Mic a viik ainr oQm- 
*^fcn: aadbesDii^ eke cx{Kffi3t d* sfvriag twice is an 

* bai^jOMLt tfja^saaaa^ I foaacdBes think it would 

* Ut a grjcfi p^iui. if I <xMjd iwnvw die aioDer, to boy 

* sfjoBus: asal! pSace vidi a ISew acrs of ground. The 

* i&ter&st v«cji lie ks than th^ lent we mnst pay lor 

* a£:T hired place. A liitie gnnifed wooM assist veiy 

* miKh in oar hmtsfkie^iES, and being our own, it 
' might fimi^ as with some occupation. Shoidd 

* better times aniTe, which mi^t make us wish to 

* change, we ooaU not kee by selling it, and it, which 

* I think most probable, for the sake of being nearer 
' town for the education of oor childien, and for other 

* reasons, we should find it prudent to remain, the im- 

* provements which, even in a little way, we might 
^ now carry on, would serve to attach us to the place, 
' and contribute to our future comfort. I am much 
' inclined to something of the sort, for I really am 
' quite tired of this uncertain and unsettled life, with- 

* out any hope, and without an}- occupation.* 

His yeanuDg was now, as it always was» for the 
comfort and happiness of home. 

This question of home was settled for him in the= 
liappiest manner. The circumstances under which hes 
anticipates, in the above letter, a possible desire tc= 
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change any residence in which* thej might now esta- 
*^lish themselves, were doubtless those attending his 
PiMliable saccissiou to Howick on the death of bis 
**ftck'. But the kindness of that uncle, by allowing 
^itn to fix himself there at once, made such future 
^tiange unnecessary. 

June had found him still uncertain as to hia future 
Pl^as; but in the coui^se of that month he thus writes 
*^ my mother, then at Lord Frederick Cavendish's at 
^ Mickenham : — 

* I have no news to tell you but such as will I think 
Vie equally surprising and pleasing to you. Sir Harry 
laas, in the handsomest way possible, consented to our 
^oing to Howick, and to our living there, on our own 
^iceount, in futare. I have only a moment to save 
l)0st, and must defer particulars till I see you to- 
inorrow. He seems quite impatient that we should 
«et out, and thought I fixed a very late day when I 
talked of the middle of July, You must begin soon 
to make your preparations, and, above all, prepare 
yourself to become a notable farmer's wife, for we 
shall be very poor, but, I hope, very comfortable.' 
I think it was on the 17th of July, 1801, that he 
Arrived at Howick with his family ,* and on the anni- 
versary of that day, forty-four years later, he there 
l>r<?athed his last I During the whole of this period, 
isrhen not attending his Parliamentary duties, and 
with the exception of three winters passed in Devon- 
shire for ray mother's health, and of the few years 
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when he was afterwards in office, l)y far the greati>st 
portion of each year was here spent. How be lovod 
the place, — with what relnctance he at all times left 
it,^ — and with what delight he ever returned to it, his 
letters abundantly testif}" ! And had he not a right to 
love a place, as it may in truth be called, of bis owri 
creation ? Where, with the exception of the few old 
trees about the house and garden, and in the glen lead- 
ing to the sea, there is scarcely one which is not of hia 
own planting, — where there is not a walk or an im- 
provement but of his laying out,— and where he could 
look Tonnd on the comfort and happiness of all aliout 
him, with the proud satisfaction of feeling how much 
he had himself contributed to thera. 

A minute description of Howick^ its house and 
grounds, would be of little interest to strangers. Tet 
any account of my father's private life would be 
incomplete, without some notice of the place to 
which he was so fondly attached, and with which his 
whole life, from this time forward, was so completely 
identified. 

Situated about a mile from the sea, on the eastern 
coast of Northumberland,— some thirty miles, by the 
road, south of Berwick, and forty north of Newcastle, 
— Ho wick, though it hEis no pretensions to be classed 
amongst the fine places of England, and tJiough the 
surrounding country has little beauty to recommend itj 
3^et may be confidently asserted to be, as it nowexistSgd 
the creation of my father, one of the moat comforts^ 
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Lble and enjoyable residences to be foutid in the king- 

The house stands on tJie north side of a little brook, 
"%^'hich issuing from woods, mostly of my father's own 
'planting, to the west, makes a tolerably wide sweep 
«3irectly" in its front, and then again disappearing be- 
tween high banks, winds its way through a pretty glenj 
Mor about a mile and a half to the sea, Down this 
^lon, which is wooded on both sides to tJie very beach, 
^vinds, witli the windings of the stream in a south- 
-easterly direction, a most delightful walk, which* after 
emerging on the searshore, turns to the north, and fol- 
lowing Uie indentures of the coast, just above the rocks, 
^of which it here almost entirely consists, is con tinned I 
lor another mile and a half, to the northern boundary 
«f the estate. 

Other walks there were— broad, sociable, enjoyable 
walks — about the gardens, and up the brook, and 
through the woods to the west of the house, till they 
extended in dilferent directions to an aggregate length 
of little less than seven miles— all laid out by my 
father himself^ formed and kept with the greatest care, 
and from the nature of their formation, dry in a few 
minutes after the heaviest raia But the walk down 
the glen, known as the 'long walk,' and that along the 
sea-shore, have seemed to me to deserve especial men- 
tion, not only as giving in fact a character to the 
place, but as the round which each Sunday In succes- 
sion, weather permitting (and it must indeed have been 
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a bad day that kept us at home), mj &ther would take 
with his family. If it is difficult to exaggerate the 
beaatr and yarietv of the sea and coast yiews that met 
yoa at eyery tarn on the sea walk (so was that along 
the shore called), it is still more difficult adequately to 
describe my father s enjoyment of them, or the happi- 
ness of those who accompanied him. 

But a description of the eyery-day life at Howick in 
its eyen and unbroken course, the morning occupations, 
the afternoon rides, the eyening readings, — though 
to my fiaither*s family it might recall the recollections of 
a childhood and youth of more than common happiness, 
reminding them of some particular instance of the affec- 
tionate indulgence of him to whom they owed it, yet to 
the general reader such a detail might appear monoto- 
nous and uninteresting. I shall not, therefore, attempt it. 

When I speak of a childhood and youth of more 
than common happiness, I do not speak too strongly. 
Rarely indeed, if eyer, has the grown man or woman 
had reason to look back upon that early period of 
life with such fond recollection. The hours for study 
were strictly regulated ; but, out of those hours, it was 
my father's system to leaye his children to enjoy them- 
selyes in their own fashion. Uncontrolled by the pre- 
sence of either goyerness, or tutor, or seryant, they 
were free, — subject only to the condition of obserying 
the prescribed hour of return, — to roam at will oyer the 
country; and this almost from their yery earliest 
vears. This freedom, he justly thought, not only 
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t^c*iided to their health and happiness, but also taught 

tljem to be selt-dej>endeDt., accustom iag them early to 

^L4L!t and think for themselves. He thus explains, in 

JL 804, the views he entertained on the education of chil- 

<3 reu generally, and on which he acted with regard to 

i:^- IS own. ' I am afraid/ he says, * that — — - will ulti- 

^ mately be found rather to have overpowered than 

'^ improved her children. After all, health is the first 

* object ; even for the improvement of the mind^ it is 

^ the first. For without brisk animal spirits, and a 

^^ good state of health, there will not in general be very 

*^ great powers of mind. I know this by woful expo- 

**" rience. Then, though adequate instruction is not to 

^^ be neglected, I am convinced that children may be 

^ taught too much as well as too little, To exercise 

** and strengthen faculties by placing them in situations 

■* to act and think for themselves, seems to me at 

* least as necessary a part of education, as to t^ach 

* them what others have thought and done. But on 
' this subject I know we agree/ 

Most parents would shudder at the manner in which 
the freedom thus allowed was exercised ; at the dis- 
tances and places to which the enterprise of the 
children, thus left to themselves, would often lead 
them ; — and, certainly, considering the nature of the 
rocks forining the coast at llowick, and over which 
we clambered at will, it does seem almost like a 
special protection of Frovideiice, that averted any 
serious accident. 
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The increased distance at which ray father was now 
from London, added to tho aversion he so constantly 
expressed for political life. In the fii-st years of his re- 
sidence at Howick, the expense of the long journey 
made it impossible for him to move hia family, when 
forced himself to go to town by bis Parliamentary 
duties. This naturally increased his reluctance to 
leave home, and his correspondence with Mr. Fox, 
from 1802 to 1806, shows the difficulty with which he 
was brought up, even in the most important political 
crises ; — and when thiis alone in London, his longing 
desire to return to the happiness of his own domestic 
circle, almost unfitted him for the business in which 
he had to engage. Mr. Fox saw this 80 strongly, that 
on one occasion, when urging his attendance at the 
opening of the Session, he writes : * And now, as you 

* have addressed yourself to Mrs. Fox, let me do so 

* to Mrs. Grey ; and beg of her not to think of letting 

* you come alone, or that at least she will follow very 

* soon after. God knows, when you are in town 

* without her you arc unfit for anything, with all your 

* thoughts at Howick ; and as the time for which 3*our 

* stay may be necessary must be uncertain, yon will 

* both be in a constant fidget and miserj^* 

My father's answer to this appeal shows the feeling 
with which he yielded to it : 'I have at last,' he sayj^, 
'determined to set out, though most unwQlingly. 
' Indeed, you cannot conceive what it costs me ; and in 
' return for the sacrifice I now make, I must stipulak*^ 
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* that if, towards the end of the Session, I should 
' detcrniiQe to resign my seat, you will not say a word 
* against it/ 

The whole of 1802 seems to have been passed 

cjaietly at Howick;— but the apparent imminence of 

^^^ar with France, aod the Kings message on the sub* 

J<^ct^ of the 8th ol March 1803, would not permit my 

^^t-ber any longer to disregard Mr. Fox's urgent entrca- 

*'io^s for his attendance. * Another fine day,' he writes, 

^**om the road on his way up, ' but a most uielancholy 

t<:*ne to me ! Have you been riding, or planting 
<^ iittings of laurel ? Whatever doing, I hope you 
*:Mave been well^ and as happy as you can be* I try 
^^uo figure to myself all your occupations through the 
■ "^^ay • When shall I hear from you ?' 

He was detained iu London on this occasion till the 
"^^ 1st of May. Unable to leave town while the question 
S peace or war was still in suspense, or till the termi- 
ation of the discussions that followed the renewal of 
ostilities, he had borne this long separation from his 
family with ever-increasing impatience, aggravated by 
^he discomfort of the lodging in which he lived. * I 
^ feel quite provoked," he writes, on the 4th of April, 
*^at having been taken away so soon. It will make it 

* more difficult for them to move me another time/ 
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May, *with the statft of uDoertamtr in which things 

* still remain, aod with vexation at having been so 

* long absent from yoa, and literally for nothing It! 

* mast end this week, however ; and thongh I eannoti 
' now fix the Tth of May for setting oat, I think no^ 

* tiling can detain me beyond Saturday, or, at furthest, 

* Monday se*nniglit I think the communication pro- 
*mised by Addington will probably be made oo 
' Friday, and the debate on it take place on Monday! 

* next, and if I allow the rest of the week for anv dis^ 
'cnssions that may follow, I think I shall do Ten- 
' handsomely. As to negotiations for office, I do not 

* see the least possibility of any/ ... * The whole 
'situation of public affairs presents on every side sci' 
'many onpleasant circumstances, with so little tempta- 
' tion to any honourable ambition, that ray disposition 
' to withdraw myself from it entirely mcreases every 
' hour . . . We have had a great deal of rain for the 

* last two days, which from your account apjiears ta 

* be much wanted in the North, and 1 hope will enables 

* yon to plant the evergreens. How does your garden 

* look ? particularly the American plants, the planttngj 

* of which was one of our Uist occupations ? I hope 
' you will not scruple making any improvement yott 

* like. You do all yon can to reconcile me to your 

* solitude. I think I see yon at your dinner, and the 

* children at their supper with an appearance of com- 

* fort which makes me hope that you pass that hour at 
*lraist in happiness. How I do wish that I had fol- 
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jonrnev ; * not very slow either, for I have come about 

* «ne hundred miles to-daj, bat as melancholy as 

* leart can be. I feel more than my usual pain at 

* ieaving you, and as I look forward to all the business 

* in which I am going to engage, the less hope I feel 

* that it can come to any good. I never felt less 

I* lieart; the contest does not animate me, and I 
* hardly wish for success.' 
The fight was over, and Addington was out when 
^^e arrived. Then followed the discussions between 
^^e leaders of parties ; the final arrangement of Mr. 
-^itt*s second Administration ; the delay in the public 
•^^sinesa occasioned by the re-election of the new 
^^inisters; — all detaining my father necessarily in 
-*^-««:3ndon, while his heart was at Howick with his family 
^*^d his improvements. 'I wish/ he writes, on the 
, ^ "^th of May, ' that I conld go to yon without further 
^3elay, but I know you would uot wish me to do so 
^*gainst my own conviction of what is right. It cer- 
^fainly would have a bad appearance to leave town 
before any Parliamentary business comes on, and 
Subject me to an imputation of coming from an ex- 
^lectatioo of office, In this respect things have hap- 
^ pened very unluckily \ first in the delay which the 

* re-election of the Ministers occasions, and next from 

* the intervention of the Whitsuntide holidays at the 

* beginning of next week.* ... * I hope your north- 
-east wind has at last left you. We had it here about 
*the time 3'ou wrote, but it is now as warm as ever. 
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'Fox wa3 at St. Anne's on Sanday and Monday, and 
' he says he never saw so fine a spring ; the lilacs 
' and labnmoms in fnll beaaty, and the foliage of the 
' trees uncommonly fine. This was confirmed by the 
'appearance of the garden at Carlton Honse on Tnes- 
'day, which was qnite beantiM. How I do wish I 
'was with yon superintending our improvements ! 
' Why do you give way to Taylor ?' (The gardener.) 
' He is conceited and obstinate, and I think you may 
'depend upon your taste correspouding better with 
' my taste, than his. Have you saved the walnut-tree ?' 
Again, on the 24th, when the delay in the intro- 
duction of Mr. Pitt's measures was still prolonging 
his stay in London : * Enough of politics/ he says. ' I 
' am going to dine at Whitbread's, and shall pass the 
' evening there if they do not go out, in which case my 

* only resource will be Des-Haye*s benefit. I never 

* was less gaily iuclineil, but I cannot bear the gloomi- 

* ness of my own solitary room. It is not like a room 
' one is settled in,, and I generally pass as much of 
' the day as I can in the streets. I am almost ashamed 
' of this confession, for I do not see why I should not 

* be able to occupy myself with a book or with busi- 

* ness. But my restlessness increases rather than 

* diminishes by the length of my stay, and I can look 

* to nothing but Howick for the means either of occu- 

* patio n or comfort.* 

Notwithstanding what he here says, no one, per- 
haps, ever possessed a gi-eater power of occupying 
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^Jiiinself at almost all times. Even those broken 
iiQate$» those odd quarters of an hour^ which form, 
in the aggregate, so large a portion of all men's lives, 
^€rc seldom thrown away by him. While waiting 
till others were ready to walk or ride, or on other 
I similar occasions— even for such short moments — he 
cotild take up his book, and had the power of giving 
it. at once his nndividcd attention. This power of con- 
[oc5ritrating his thoughts on whatever he was abont^ 
was, in him, very remarkable. He seldom took notes 
during a debate; yet, in reply, he rarely missed a 
poiiit it was necessary to answer, and would take tlie 
arguments of his opponents in their order with an 
accnracy, and, I may add, a fairness, which has been 
•^iroly equalled, if, indeed, it has been ever attemptetl, 
^y any other great Parliamentary debater. And this 
JQlty, which he early acquired, he was wont to 
?rilxj to Mn Fox, who on one occasion, when he was 
''ct young in Parliamentary life, stopped him as he 
about to follow the example of others in leaving 
*^ci House as some dull member rose to speak, and 
**^oulcated upon him the necessity, if he would himself 
^^^^Oeecd in debate, of patiently listening to all speakers, 
^'^^n the dull ones, as from the dullest ho might derive 
^^ag which he could afterwards turn to his own use. 

To revert to tiie period of his stay in Loudon 

* firing the months of May aud June, 1804. His 

home Imd been still farther delay txi by the 

of the King's health, which had led to a corre- 
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=eKi Sc? ih^ &SK t3K m ikt Hoose of Lords ; and once 

iif:«?r vrrr'T.'C &:*is liie inn viiere be passed the fiist 
LkLi : *I SJL qzlie w±IL but ixKist nuliappT at baving 

* kfi jdt Tri I am Terr sanguine, nar, tcit oonfi- 
' deLt, tkix lET 5I&T in ike pilaoe tbat I hate most will 

* l«e ^iKffT. I f&ee to;: all at ihis ixM>meiit in the draw- 

* hiS-rO'.-m^ airi wo of my sweet children at the 
*■ piaiiOic.ne.' AtA apdn on the thiid ni^t of his 
jounieT : • We Lare ba-i a mo?i delightful dav, which 
' I hof<e ha? l»een eqisallv fine at Howick. When the 
' sun was sLiLirg. with a fine^ mild air, I figured to 
' mvself yon aiid my two sweet giris on the Hengh.' 
(A hill to the west of ihe house, round which there 
was a labourite gallop, and whence there was a niag- 
nificeijt view over the house and woods to the sc 
taking in all the indentures of the coast, &r to the^^^e 
fiorth and south — with the ruined castles of Dunstan — mimh- 
borough a?.d Bamborough in the extreme distance (Xx^zMm 
the one side, and Warkworth and Coquet Island, witills' jih 
ihi white lighthouse, on the other.*) * I saw Ida gomr ^^ZKLng 

* At Coquet Isle their beads ther tell 
To the good saint who owned the oell ; 
Then did the Ahie attention claim. 
And Warkworth, proud of Percy s name ; 
And next the}- crossed themselves to hear 
The whitening breakers' sound so near. 
Where boiling through the rocks they roar 
On Dunstanborough's cavemed shore ; 
Thy tower, proud Bamborough, marked t&ey there, 
King Ida's castle, huge and square, 
From its tall rock look grimly down. 
And on the swelling ocean frown. 

Marmiun, canto u. 
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* hiwitifully, and the liglil in llie bouse, and the cmig 
Ijchiiid, with the calmjike sea, were delightful lb my 
imagination. Oh ! that I con Id see them in roalitr !* 
He was kept in Londou, pcirtiT bv the bnsincsa of 
I' Session, and parOy by the illness, ending in the 
leath, of his nude Sir Harry, till the lieginning of 
tpriL when he returned to Howidc, 
M\' Ihther s love for the country was second only 
that for his home and family ; and whenever he 
in London by himself, he eagerly embraced every 
^Dpp<irtunitA' or jspending a nig:ht or two in the eom- 
^kiarative quiet and freshness of Holland Honse, or of 
Bfjassing a few days with Mr. Whitbread at Sou thill, 

or the Duke of Bed lord at Woburn. 

H The charm and attractions of the society at Holland 

RHousc, as it was then, are well known ; and my father 

" had, besides, tlie most sincere love and affection for 

U)Tt\ Holland, which I believe to have been aa sincerely 

reLiirncd.* ' I came here yesterday/ he wrote from 

IHoUand House, in January 1808, 'as I told you was 
* my intention, and, having been most kindly pressed 
I)uuslaul>orough, about three tnilea north of Ilowick, finoly «ituftto<l 
«U a bold pmniontory, and containing aoven ncrea within the walls, wm 
^ lavourila Iton of viatters at Howiok — as wiut Warkworth^ eight miJes to 
^Im aoulh, uii the prcttj river Coquet. Quceu Miugitrot is aaid to havo 
to^dod at Duoatawhtwougb befbro the battle of I^ham. 

* Lntd Holland's lioea on himself, found amongBt tiis pajiers at Lu 
caib, are well kcowti : — 

Nejihew lo Fox and fnoud to Qroy, 

Enoitgh my uiotfd of fame — 

If tiutae whu*vt« deigiiM to watch me, my 
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' to do SO, shaU stay till to-morrow. . . . Independently 
' of my liking to be here, or, indeed, anywhere rather 
' than in London, the least breath of conntry air 

* always makes me feel so mnch better than I do in 
' London, that tiiis alone wonld make it pleasant to 
' me.' And the next day he repeats from the House 
of Lords : ' They have put off coming to town, and I 

* am so mnch happier there ; and sleeping oat of town 
' does me so much good, that I am going back with 
' Holland.* 

In May 1809 he writes from Wobnm on his way 
back to Howick from another short absence of three 
weeks, to which he had submitted at the earnest 
request of his friends: * Since I began this I have 

* been taking a drive, and every time I come here I 
' am more indignant at the fashionable injustice of 
' calling this an ugly place. Some of the ground is 

* beautiful. There are everywhere the finest trees, 
' and an extent of flourishing young plantations that 

* excite my envy. One part of the drive was through 

* a beautiful wood, in which I do not exaggerate when 

* I say that the lily of the valley is as thick as the wild 

* hyacinths at Howick. I never saw the country in^ 

* greater beauty. The laburnums are loaded with^ 

* blossoms ; and the richness of the verdure of the grass^ 

' and of the foliage of the trees, is very refreshins" 
' after the dirt of London.' 

The care of his own plantations was always s^ 
favourite occupation with him, and one which h.^ 
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thoroughly understood, and all planting and thinning 
till the very last years of his life were conducted 
under bis own gupcrinlGudenoe, I ehould in vain 
attempt to paint him, as he was in the midst of liis 
wood-cnttersi Suffice it to say that there never was 
a happier time, either for himself or his children, than 
that m Bpent. 

In ISIO, my father took a house in Portman Square ; 

[tnd from this time forward my mother and sisters 

accompanied him regularh^ each season to London. 

In January, however, of that year, he had been agaia 

there by himself to be present at the opening of the 

&8sion. * I must confess,* he writes on the 24th, 

* that you have had lately cause ta c<»mplain of my 

* letters. They have Ijecn very uncomfortable and 

* verj^ short. In truth 1 have found it diflieult to 

* write. The shoals of jieople that will come in 

* whether 1 am refused at the door or not ; the quan- 

* tity of papers I have liad to read ; the plague of 

* settling our house ; and, above all, the nervous agita- 

* tion which always precedes a debate, particularly the 

* first debate of the season, ^have altogether made it 
' impossible for me to writ-e more. When I say that 

* I Itave been nervous about the debate, you have 

* seen me too often in that state to require any further 

* description of it, I think I hardly ever felt so much 
90, and I have been continually asking myself, how, 

^* without the slightest chance of doing any good, 1 can 

* lie such a fot>l as voluiilanly to create to myself so 

2 K 2 



420 



UFE AKD OPINIONS OF 



' raueli niieiu?!nc*s8. Thank God, however, ray firpt 

* effort is over, and, if I may believe my friends, was 

* not entirely unsnccessful. 1 sbonM say myself it 

* was alx)Ut the standard of ray ordinary productions, 
' which you know I am not disposed to admire to 

* excess/ 

But I need not follow in detail the various oocasioos 
OB which, in successive years, my father was taken by 
himself to London in order to attend his Parliamentary 
doties \ or reproduce more of the lettem written by 
him during these separations. I have already, per- 
haj>s, quoted more than enough to show the nature 
and strength of his feelings when forced to leave 
home; and very few and short passages from his 
letters in 1819 shall l3e the last I will extract. In that 
year he had felt himself compelled to go alone to town, 
once more to offer his most strenuous opposition to 
the c5oercive policy with which Grovcrnment met the 
disturbances in the country, which distress and other 
causes had occasioned. But his stay there was one of ' 
protracted vexation. He was at this time» and eon-- 
tinned to be some years, subject to sudden attacks in»: 
the stomach — spasms of pain, producing violent sick-: 
ness, for which weakening remedies were necessary 
Dispirited by repeated attacks of this character, ht 
felt acutely the lukewammess and even disaffection od 
some of his friends, who could not be brought to fac 
jority arrayed against them, or who, reall ^ 
at the state of the country, were now di8|)ogesa 




LORD GKEY. 



421 



to BupjKjrt the Ministerial measures ; and the hopeless- 
ness of tiie contest in which he was engaged, increas- 
ing tiie disgust with which politics always inspired 
Um, wruiig from him repeated expressions of his wish 
to withdraw from them altogether. The day after his 
arrival in town he writes: 'In addition to my regn^t 
' at leaving you, I have before me all the annoyances 
' which the present state of polities must bring upon 
' me. Oh! how I wish I was again at Ho wick !* 
' I shall not hare a happy moment,' he aiys in 
f another letter, after recounting all the vexations and 
I cliflBculties with which he had to contend, ' till I see 

■ * the carriage at the door to take me back to Howick/ 
B — Again : ' I sometimes almost resolve to discharge 
I * my mind of it, and to declare I cannot go through 

* what is required of me. The truth is that I ought to 

■ * have stayed quietly at Howiek/ 

" * I have not shrunk, and I hoj>e I shall not shrink,* 
H -iiG writes a few days later, * from the |>erformance of 
" * my duty. But there are times in which a man who 

* feels that his efforts are useless may withdmw him- 

I* 8elf from a scene of unavailing contest, in which, 
* without advantage to any individual, he risks his 
* health, and sacrifices his family comfort/ 
I shall have to recur to the events of 1819, and to 
the circumstances uuder which the lettera, from which 
the above are extracts, were written, should I return, 
in auotlier volume, to give some further account of luy 
liers public life. 
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The year 1820 was one of repeated separations. My 
mother, with two of my sisters, went in the month of 
May to visit her mother at Bishop's Court near Dublin, 
— the first time she had been io Ireland since her mar- 
riage in 1794 — and my father was called up to London 
no less than three times on account of the unfortunate 
proceedings against the Queen in the House of Lords. 
This business belongs also to a future chapter ; and it 
is not necessary, after the many extracts I have 
already given from his letters written on other occa- 
sions of absence, to say more than that now also they 
were filled with the usual yearnings for his own fire- 
side, and the comfortable evening readings with his 
family for his audience, and with lamentations over 
the * sad manner in which this poor year has been cut 
* up by various separations/ 

In 1821 my mother had a dangerous illness, from 
which, in consequence of the severity of the treatment, 
her recovery was very slow; and in 1823 it was 
deemed essential that the winter should be spent in a 
milder climate than Northumberland. And this being 
made known to the Duke of Wellington, he kindly 
ofi*ered my father the use of Government-House at 
Devonport, which belonged to him as Governor of Ply- 
mouth. 

The next three winters were spent there — indeed 
the greater part of each year — only interrupted by 
short visits of my father to London — and one journey 
by himself, in 1824, to the North. During this ab- 
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seDce my graudmother died at Weatworth. * I know 

* it is impoasible,' my father writes from the Norths 

* that you should not feel— deeply feel — the loss 3*ou 

* have suffered. Your poor mother's amiable qualities, 
'and the confidence and afl'eetion which made her 

* more to you than a mother, can never recur to your 

* mind without the most painful reflection on your 

* Ijeing deprived of them in this world for ever. But 

* they ought also to be a source of comfort and cou- 
' solation, in the other reflection which as naturally 

* accomjjanieg them, that they were returned by you 
' with more than the attachment and devotion of a 
' child, and that you have not a reproach to make to 

* yourself for any one act of your life with respect to 

* her, and that under many severe distresses and dis- 

* appointments, she always found in your affection the 

* means of comfort and happiness. I do hope, there- 

* fore^ that with deep and bitter regrets, more com- 

* fortable feelings also attend the thoughts wliich 

* necessarily turn to her.' ....*! hope further that by 

* degrees you will reconcile youi'self to the inevitable 

* conditions of our mortal existence, and that you will 

* find in the duty which you owe to yourself and to 

* those who have surviving claims upon you, the 

* strength of mind which is necessary to the support 

* of evils to which we must all submit .... And 

* now I will dismiss this painful subject, not from any 

* indifference to it, fur I really loved her as a niotiier, 

* but bctaui^e I think it is a duty, of which 1 ought to 
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' set you the example, not to dwell on recollectious 

* which can be of no use to those who are the objects 
' of them, and which cannot be indulged too much, 

* without interfering with what we owe to others.' 

In the spring of 1826 he bade a final adieu to De- 
vonshire; and from that time until 1843, with the 
exception of the three years and a half he was in office, 
from November 1830 to July 1834, the accustomed 
life at Howick was resumed, broken only by the usual 
visits to London for two or three months in each 
season. 

The events of these years will be matter for a future 
volume which, I trust, my brother will himself under- 
take, and which may contain a true history (still want- 
ing, notwithstanding the many publications that have 
appeared professing to give an account of that period) 
of the Eeform Administration. In that volume, any 
incidents, connected with my fathers private life in 
these latter years, which may seem deserving of 
mention, may find their place. For the present I have 
said enough, and quoted enough of his correspondence 
with my mother, to prove the happiness of his domes- 
tic life, and the unwillingness with which he ex- 
changed it, at any time, for the troubles and vexations 
of party politics. I need only farther say that these 
feelings gained strength with his advancing years, as 
the two following extracts — one from a letter in 1824, 
when there was a general idea that a change of govern- 
ment was imminent, the other from his famous reply 
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cjii the tlcltatc for the seconcl rcadiiig of the Reform 
_Bili — will abaudaritly testify i— 

* You talk of scolding I But wbat do you call what 

* I have just received for not speaking ? In the parti- 

* cular instance it was most unjust For in the state 

* iu which the debate ended .... I should not in the 

* most active period of my life have thought it neces- 
*■ sary to say one word. But really I cannot believe, 
' when you consider the matter cooUy, that you will 

* think me really to blame for witlidrnwing from all 

* active polities. I really am unequal to constant 

* attendance and exertion even out of office. In office 

* it would bo quite impossible for me to support the 
' fatigue and anxiety which must attend any leadiuf^: 

* situation iu the Government. I am now past sixty. I 

* have arrived at that age having been but one year iu 
' the ministry. I had not in that short period the means 

* of acquiring oMcial knowledge aud experience . . , , 

* Looking at all these circumstances^ surely a scene is 

* exhibited which may well excuse a jjerson, long past 
' the vigour of his life, for wishing to pass the remain- 

* der of it in peace and retirement/ 

' I had no desire/ he said on the second occasion to 
which I have alluded^ ' for place, and it was not sought 
' after by me. It was offered to me under such cir- 

* cumstances that nothing but a sense of duty could 

* have induced me to accept it .... I have lived a 

* long life of exclusion from office — I had no official 

* habits — X iiossessed not the advantages which those 
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' official habits confer. I am fond of retirement and 
' domestic life, and I lived happy and contented in the 

* bosom of my family. I was surrounded by those to 

* whom I am attached by the warmest ties of aflfection : 

* what then but a sense of duty could have induced 
' me to plunge into all the difficulties, not unforeseen, 

* of my present situation ? what else in my declining 

* age ?— 

" What else could tempt me on the stormy seas, 
Bankrupt of life yet prodigal of ease !" 

* I defy my worst enemy, if he has the most moderate 

* sense of candour, to find ground for charging me 

* with any other motive/ 

In 1843 the long illness commenced which ended, 
after sufferings borne with the most exemplary patience 
and resignation, in my father's death on the 17th of 
July, 1845. 

Leaving now the reader to form his own estimate 
of his character from the materials which I am aware 
I have most imperfectly put before him, I shall 
conclude this volume with an extract from a notice 
of his public life, supposed to have been written by 
one who had been brought up in the opposite camp,* 
and which, amid much that is fanciful and imaginary, 
shows, on the whole, a just appreciation of the high 
honour and consistency, the elevated and generous 
principles, and the pure and disinterested patriotism 
which marked my father's whole career. 

* Ascribed, I know not how correctly, to the Hon. George Smythe, 
ftfterwards Lord Strangford. 
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* The old Whig traditians/ says this writer, * were 
preserved bj him pure and intact, sacred and com- 
plete. Their greatest modern iUustrations were of his 
acbievemeDt. The abolition of the slave trade in 
1807, when he was Foreign Secretary ; the abolitioa 
of slavery in 1834, when he was Prime Minister ; 
their long and magnaiiimouB exile from power, from 
^ 1806 down to 1 830, for the sake of the emancipation 
*• of Ireland ; the Reform Bill which he propos^ed in one 
' century, and which he carried in another. Such were 
^ among the triumphs of his niagnificent career. Bare 
* trophies, and almost unexampled in one public life I 

* . . . .And these great deeds were memorably car- 

* ried, not by artifice, nor machination, nor statecraft; 

* not by the maxims of *' the Prince," here bowing to 

* the monarch, there bending to the people —here aba(> 

* ing a principle, there compromising a truth; but by 

* a stmightforward, open, and honest, public-hearted, 

* English course of conduct.' 

To this I may further add the following inscription 
written by the late Eev. Sydney Smith, for the statue 
erected to my father in Newcastle, but which, as Lady 
Holland* says in the Memoirs of her father, *as it 

* did not entirely meet the views of all the subscribers, 

* was not adopted ; though I have reason to believe 

* it was much approved of by the family.* 



• Daughter of the Rev. Sj-dney Smith, married to Sir Henry Holknd, 
M.D. 
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To CHARLK SABL OBEY, K.G., 

Of HuwitiL, in ^otHmiiiiw ilinOi 

TiEEi MostMin; 

In s tpirtt of aokniii i—ii ee t 

And deep gnShofdev 

Is erected hy many of Us fie!knr-citiaeo& 

Tliey have seen him tliroqgfa slang life 

JjwHrsting his fine tAlents to promote the heet intera 

OflfsDkind, 

And, in erfl dsjs, with fa^ mocsl cooiage, 

befeoding the ahnoet extingaished Liberties of fiig^ 

Thej owe to him thst memorable Befnm, 

Which, blending Freedom with Loyatty snd Order, 

Hss mfoaed fresh life and energy into sll 

Oar Institations : 

A Reform which he planned in his youth. 

And brou^t to triumphant perfection in hia advanced i 

Bemembering these things, 

They have deemed it an act of sacred justice 

To record, by a Public Monument^ 

Tlieir admiration of this great Statesman : 

Not without hope 

That the young; seeing what those qualities are 

Which command the gratitude of mankind. 

May strive to be as good and pure as he 
Whose image is here placed before their eyes. 
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'^^'^r frtmi Mr. Perannl to Lord Grey^ at id Lord 

Greg's Answer, 

Mt Lord ' Windsor, September 23, 1809. 

*Tl]e Diike of Portland having f^ignifled to ITis 

^^^ajesty, his intention of retiring from His Majesty's 

'^^rviee, in consequonce of the state of Im Grace's 

*^ -ealth, His Majesty has anthorised Lord Liyerpool, 

^ Xi conjunction with myself, to communicate with your 

-ilLordship and Lord Grcnville, for the purpose of form- 

* ng an extended and combined Administration. 

* I hope, therefore, that your Lordship, in consequence 
-^f this communication, will come to town in order 

that as little time as jx)ssible may be lost in for- 
warding thig important object; and that you will 
have the goodness to inform rae of your arrival. 

* I am also to acquaint your Lordship that I have 
*■ received His Majesty's commands to make a similar 

* communication to Lord Grenville of His Majesty's 

' pleasure. , 

^ I think it right to add, for your Lordship's info^J 



* mation, that Lord Castlereagh and Mr, Canning bave 

* intiiuated their intention to resign their oGBces. 

* I have, &c., 

(Signed) * SpE!fCER Percevai,.* 



L 



Lord Grey to Mr, Perceval, 

♦ SlR^ ' Howick, September 25, IfiOfl. 

*I have this evening had the honour of re- 
ceiving your letter of the 23rd, informing me that 
in consequence of the Diikc of Portland's intention of 
retiring from His Majesty's service, His Majesty had 
authorised you, in conjunction with Lord Liverpool, to 
communicate with Lord Grenville and myself, for the 
purpose of forming an extended and combined Ad- 
ministration, and expressing a hope that, in conse- 
quence of this communication, I would go io London, 
that as little time as possible might be lost in for- 
warding this important object. 

'Had His Majesty been pleased to signify that he^. 
had any commands for me personally, I should notJ^^ 
have lost a moment in showing my duty and obedi-^^H 
ence, by a prompt attendance on his Royal Pleasure ^s^E 

* But when it is proposed to me to communicate:^ 
with His Miyesty's present Ministers for the purpos-^e 
of forming a combined Administration with them, I 
feel I should be wanting both in duty to His Majesty, 
and in fairness to them, if I did not fmnkly and at 
onee declare, that such an imion is, with resj)ecl In 
me, under tlie present circumstances, impossible. 
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* This being the answer which I 6nd myself nnder 
the Deceasity of giving, my appearance in London 
could be of no advantage, and might, at a moment 

^ like the present, be attended with some inconvenience. 

* I have thought it better therefore to request that 
' you will have the goodness to lay my duty at the 
^ feet of His Majesty, humbly entreating him not to 
' attribute to any want of attachment to his Royal 
' Person, or to a diminished zeal for his service, mj 

declining a communication which, upon the terms 
proposed, could lead to no useful result, but might 
be of serious detriment to the country, if, in conse- 
quence of a less decisive answer from me, any further 
delay should tiike place in the formation of a settled 
' Government. 

* I have, &c,, 

(Signed) ' Grey/ 



n. 

Answee of the Prince to the Two Houses of Par- 
liament ON ASSUMING THE ReGENCT, JaN. 1811. 



Draft of A?imer proposed hy Lord Grey, 
*Mt Lords and Gentlemen, 

* I receive the resolutions communicated to rae 
on the part of the two Houses, with all the cousidera- 
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* tion dne to their high authority, and with those 

* feelings which an occasion so deeply interesting to 

* me must necessarily inspire. 

* A sense of the duty which I owe to my King and 

* Father, and to my country, will not allow me to 

* decline the arduous charge thus offered to my 

* acceptance. But I cannot be insensible in this 

* season of great and increasing difficulty, to the 

* possible practical inconvenience, and to the dauger- 

* ous principle of the limitations annexed to it, how- 

* ever short their duration. 

' The two Houses cannot be more anxious than I am 

* to make all necessary provisions for His Majesty's 

* present comfort, and for the future exercise of His 

* Royal Functions, whenever, by the blessing of God, 

* he shall be enabled to resume them. Proportioned 

* to the pain I now feel, will be the happiness of that 

* day when I shall be called upon to restore to the 

* King those Powers, which, as belonging only to him, 

* are in his name, and on his behalf, now to be entrusted 

* to me. It will be, in the mean time, my earnest and 
' unremitting endeavour to administer them in such a 
' manner as may be most conducive to the honour of 

* His Majesty's Crown, and as may best accord with 
' the general spirit and principles of our free con- 

* stitution. 

*With this object nearest to my heart, I shall 

* anxiously study, at all times, to conciliate the aid 

* and jLssistance of the two Houses of Parliament, and 
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*^-Ilie support of a generous and loyal people; con- 
^^s^cioua that on these my hopes of a successfiil Ad- 
liuistratiou must, uudei* the Divme Providence, 
::liiefly depend/ 



' mft of Answer proposed by Loixl GrenviUe and Lord 
Gre^f and rejected by the Prince, 

* My Lords and Gentlemen, 

* Under the heavy affliction which has fallen 
Dpoa us, I can have no greater consolation than in the 
testimonies of your regard and favoumble opinion. 
These are my best encouragement, and their continu- 
ance must be my chief support in the unexampled 
difficulties of the task on which I am about to enter. 

* With respect to the proposed limitations of the 
authority to be iutrusted to me, I retain ray former 
opinions. The two Houses cannot be more anxious 
than I am to make all necessary provisions for the 

' present comfort of His Majesty, and for the future 
exercise of his royal functions, whenever, by the 
blessing of God, he shall be enabled to resume them. 
Proportioned to the pain which I now experience, 
will be the happiness of that day when I may restore 
to him those powers which, as belonging only to him, 
are, in his name and on his behalf, to be intrusted 
to me. 

' For such a purpose no restraint can be necessary 
to be imposed on me. 



* To the arraDgemeots, however, whicli yoor wisdom 
' shall ultimately deem best suited to snch an oecasion 

* I shall readily accede ; oonsoious tliat whatever 
' degree of confidence yon may think fit to repoee in 

* me, it will at least be justified by the integrity of 

* my views, by my attachment to your welfare, in 

* which my own is inseparably involved, and by my 

* unceasing soUeitude for the discharge of all the 

* varioos duties which I owe to my Father and to my 
' Sovereign. 

* For myself I can desire nothing more than that I 

* may, with your assistance, uphold the glory, aad the 

* essential interests of his Crown ; that he may resume 

* the government unimpaired and undiminished when- 

* ever it shall please Providence to restore him to our 

* prayers ; and that he may then have the satisfaction 

* to learn that the conduct of his son, in this perilous 

* crisis of our affairs, has been snch as was best eal ^ 

' culated to promote the objects nearest to his heart — 

* the safety and happiness of his affectionate and faith 

* ful people/ 



Draft of Answer prepared htf Mr, Sfteridan as adipte 
by the Prince. 

' My Lords and GtENTlemen, 

' I receive the communication which the tv^^^ 
* Houses have directed you to make to me of tbef>' 
' joint Resolutions on the subject of ** providing for the 
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* royal authority duriug the contiimance of His 5fa- 
*je8ty's illness," with those sentiments which I am 

* bound to feel for the united desires of the two Houses. 

' With the same sentimeuta I receive the expressed 

* hopes of the Lords and Commons, that, from my 

* regard tor the interest of His Majesty and the nation, 
' I should be ready to undertake the weighty and im- 

* portant trust, projwsed to be invested in me, under 

* the restrictions and limitations stated in those reso- 
' lutions. Conscious that every sentiment of my heart 
^ would have prompted me from dutiful affectiou to ray 
'' beloved Father and Sovereign to have shown all the 
" reverential delicacy inculcated in those Resolutions, 
*■ 1 cannot refi-aiu from expressing some degree of 
*" regret, and no less of m or tit5 cation, that I should be 

* stript of the opportunity of manifesting to his loyal 
*■ and afflicted subjects that such would have been my 

* conduct 

* Deeply impressed, however, with the necessity of 

* tiun quinizing the public mind, and determined to 

* submit to every personal sacrifice consistent with the 

* regard I owe to the security of my father's Crown, 

* and the equal regard I owe to the welfare of the 

* people, I do not hesitate to accept the office and 

* situation proposed to me, restricted as they are — still 
' retaining every opinion expressed by me upon a 

* former and similar distressing occasion. 

' In undertaking the trust proposed to rae, I am 
' well aware of the difficulties of the situation in which 

2f 2 
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* The draft which they humbly submitted to your 
*■ Roya3 Highocss, was considered by them m open to 

* evefy remark which might occur to yoor Royal 
' Higfaness's better judjrment On cTery occasion, 

* but more especially in the prepaiation of your Royal 

* Highnesses first act of Government, it would have 

* been no less their desire than their duty to have 
' profited by all such objections, and to have laboured 
^ to accomplisb, in the b^ tnanner they were able, 

* eveiy command which your Royal Highness might 

* have been pleased to Lay upon them« Upon the 

* objects to be attained, there could l>e no difference of 

* aentiment These, such as they have above de- 

* scribed, are, they confidently believe, not less impor- 

* taut in your Roval Highnesses view of the sobjecl, 

* than in that which they themselves have ventua'd 

* to express. 

* But they would be wanting in that sincerity and 

* openness by which they can alone hope, however 

* imperfectly, to make any return to that gracious con- 
' fidence with which your Royal Highness condcscend- 

* ed to honour them, if they suppressed the expression 
' of their deep concern, in finding that their humble 

* endeavours in your Royal Eighne^s's service have 

* been submitted to the judgment of another person, by 

* whose advice your Royal Highness has been guided 

* in your final decision on a matterj in whith they alono 

* had, however unworthilv, been honoured with vour 

* Royal Highnesses commands 
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ance, it was distinctly expressed to him that your 
-Iloyal Highness had condescended to select him, in 
«:onjunction with Lord Orey, to l>e consulted with as 
tlie public and res}X)nsible advisers of that answer; 
and Lord Grcnville can never forget the gracioos 
manner in which your Royal Highness had the good- 
ness to lay these your orders upon him. It was also 
on the same ground of public and responsible ad- 
vice, that Lord Grey, honoured iu like manner by the 
most gracious expression of your Royal Highness 's 
confidence on this subject, applied himself to tlie con- 
'' sideration of it, conjointly with Lord Grenville. 

* They could not but feel the difficulty of the under- 
"^ taking which required thera to reconcile two objects 
*■ essentially different, to uphold and distinctly to mani- 

* fest that unshaken adherence to your Royal High- 

* ness's past and present opinions, which consistency 
^ and honour require ; but to conciliate at the same 

* time, the feelings of the two Houses by expressions 

* of confidence and affection, and to lay the foundation 
'* of that good undc standing between your Royal 

* Highness and the Parliaraent, the establishment of 
' which must be the first wish of every man who is 
' truly attached to your Royal Highness, and who 
' knows and values the constitution of his country. 

' Lord Grey and Lord Grenville are far from the 
■ presumption of believing that their humble endea- 

* voui*s for the execution of so difficult a task, might 

* not be susceptible of many and great amendments. 
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' and as worded in some parts in a very undignified 

* uiaoner. Of the other he said, that if the Prince had 

* objections to any part of it, what he ought to have 

* done was, to have sent for you and Grenville, to whom 

* those objections ought to have been submitted \ cs- 

* pressing himself very strongly upon the impropriety 
' of sul>stituting another answer, after having desired 

* the advice of Lord GrrenviUe and you concerning the 
' answer he was to give. I think the answer you sent 
' not so good as that you read to me in the morning,' 
(see first drafts given al)ove), * and there is a passage 

* at the beginning of it which is really objectionable* 
' But that is a totally separate consideration, 

* The impropriety of the whole transaction was for- 
' cibly stated to Sheridan, and he was distinctly told 

* by Holland that the Prince must be considered as 
' withdrawing his confidence from Lord Grrenville and 

* you, if he adopted an answer suggested by another^ 

* and rejected that which had been drawn up at his own^ 

* request At the same time the obvious com*se was- 

* pointed out to him ; that if he disapproved of any 
' part of what had been submitted to him, he ought to 
' have sent for Grenville and you to learn his objec- 

* tions, and afterwards to draw out such an amended 
' answer, as, consistent with your opinions, you oonld 
' advise His Royal Highness to make. 

' Sheridan muttered something about his thinking 

* that the Prince was not yet in a situation to !iave a 

* responsible adviser, which was flatly couti-adicted. 
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* aud he was told that such certainly was not the 
' opiaion of the Prince, who had employed you and 

* Lord Grrenville to draw it out, after explanation of 

* his intention to confide in you* Adam and he must 

* have returned to Carlton House with the impression 
' that Holland thought the Prince had only one line 
' wliich with propriety he could pursue — that is, to 

* send for Grenville and you in the morning, and 

* submit the whole to your joint consideration. 

* You will see that 1 could do nothing to prevent 

' this discussion, for they were actually engaged in 

'' reading one of the answers when I returned. 

' Youi*s, 
(Signed) *L , 



m. 

Proposal made by the Prince Regext to Lords 

kGREY AND Grenville through the Duke of 
York at the expiration of the year of 
restrictions. 
Tfie Prmce Regent to the Duke of York^ 
' My DEAREaT Frederick, 
» ' As the restrictions on the exercise of the 

* royal authority will shortly expire, when I must 
' make my armngements for the future Administnition 

* of the powers with which I am invested^ I think it 

* right to communicate to you those sentiments which 
' I was withheld from expressing at an earlier period 
' of the Session, by my earnest desire that the ex* 
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pected motion on the affairs of Ireland might undergo 
the deliberate discussion of Parliament^ unmixed 
with any other consideration. 

* I think it hardly necessary to call yonr recollection 
to the recent circumstances under which I assumed 
the authoritj- delegated to me by Parliament. At a 
moment of unexampled difficulty and danger I was 
called upon to make a selection of persons to whom 1 
should intrust the functions of executive Govern- 
ment. My sense of dutj* to our royal father solely 
decided that choice, and mery private feeling gave 
way to considerations which admitted of no doubt or 
hesitation. I trust I acted in that respect as the 
genuine representative of the august person whose 
functions I was appointed to discharge > and I have 
the satisfaction of knowing that such was the opinion 
of persons for whose judgment and honourable prin- 
ciples I entertain the highest resiject. In vario 
instances, as you well know, where the law of th* 
last Session left me at full liberty, I Imve waiveil 
my personal gratification in order that His Majesty 
might resume, on his restoration to health, every 
jK>wer and prerogative belonging to his Crown. 1 
certainly am the last person in the kingdom who can 
\ye permitted to despair of our royal father*s recovery. 

* A new era is now arrived, and I cannot but reflect 
with satisfaction on the events which have distiit* 
guishcd ilie short period of my restricted Iiegeu< 
Instead of suffering the loss of any of her j>ossessi 
by the gigantic force which has l>een emp 
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against them, Great Britain has added most im- 
portant acquisitions to her empire. The national 
faith has been preserved inviolate towards our allies; 

* and, if character is strength as applied to a nation, 

* the increased and increasing reputation of His 

* Majesty's arms will show to the nations of the Con- 
' tinent how much they may still achieve when ani- 

* mated by a glorious spirit of resistance to a foreign 

* yoke. In the critical situation of the war in the 

* Peninsula, I shall be most anxious to avoid any 

* measure which can lead my allies to suppose that I 

* mean to depart from the present system. Persever- 

* ance alone can achieve the great object in question 5 

* and I cannot withhold my approl)ation from those 

* who have honourably distinguished themselves in 

* support of it. I have no predilections to indulge; 

* no resentments to gratify ; no objects to attain but 

* such as are common to the whole empire. If such is 

* the leading principle of my conduct, and I can appeal 

* to the past in evidence of what the future will be, I 

* flatter myself I shall meet with the support of Par- 

* liament and a candid and enlightened nation. 

' Having made this comniunication of my sentiments 

* in this new and extraordinary crisis of our affairs, I 

* cannot conclude without expressing the gratification 
' I should feel if some of those persons with whom the 
' early habits of niy life were formed, would strengthen 

* my hands and constitute a part of my Government. 
With such support, and aided by a united and vigo- 



APPENDIX, 

rou3 Admin istration, formed on the most liberal 

* basis, I shall look with additional confidence to a 

* pi-osperous issue of the most arduous contest in which 
' Great Britain was ever engaged. 

* You are authorized to communicate these senti- , 
' mciits to Tjord Grej, who, I have no doubt, will 

' make them known to Lord Grcuville. 

*' I am always, my dearest Frederick, 

* Your ever affectionate brother, 

(Signed) * Georqe, P. R/ 

* Carlton House, 
•February 13, 1812. 

* P.S, — I shall send a copy of this letter immediately 
to Mr, Perceval.' 



^ 



Lords Grey and Grmville to the Duke of Ycnrk, 

*SlRj 'FeWuarj 15, 1812. 

*We beg most humbly to express to youc" 

* Royal Highness our dutiful acknowledgments for th(3 

* gracious and condescending manner in which yoa 
' have had the goodness to comniuiiicate to us the 

* letter of His Royal Highness the Prince Regent* oa 

* the subject of the arrangements to be now made for 

* the future Administration of the public affairs. And 

* we take the liberty of availing ourselves of your 

* gracious permission to address to your Royal High- 

* ness, in this form, what has occurred to us in con- 

* sequence of that communication. 
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• The Prince Regent, after expressing to your Eoyal 

' B^igliness, in that letter, his sentiments on various 

^ablic matters, has, in the concluding paragraph, 

<z»ndescended to intimate his wish **that some of 

^hosc persons with whom the early habits of his life 

^vere formed* would strengthen His Royal High- 

:k^ss's hands, and constitute a part of his Govern- 

:»Jient.'* And His Royal Highness is pleased to add, 

** that with such support^ aided by a vigorous and 

'tJQited Administration, formed on the most liberal 

l>asis, he would look with additional confidence to 

*lie prosperous issue of the most arduous contest in 

'^vliich Great Britain was ever engaged/* 

* On the other parts of His Royal Highnesses letter 
^v^e do not presume to ofter any observations. But 
*^»i the conchidiug paitigraph, in m far as we may 
"v^enture to suppose oui^clves included in the gracious 
"^iVish which it expresges, we owe it, in obedience and 
<iuty to your Royal Highness, to explain ourselves 
'^ith fmnkness and sincerity. 

' We Ixjg leave most earnestly to assure your Royal 
Kighness that no sacrifices, exce[it tht^ie of honour 
?ind duty, could appear to us too great to be made 

* for the purpose of healing the divisions of our coimtry, 

* and of uniting both its Government and its people, 

* All personal exclusions we entirely disclaim. We 

* rest on public measures ; and it is on this ground 

* alone that we must express, without reserve, the im- 

* possibility of our uniting with the present Govern- 
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' ment. Our difiFerences of opinion are too many and 

* too important to admit of sach a nnion. His Boyal 
' Highness will, we are confident, do us the justice to 
' remember that we have twice already acted on this 

* impression; in 1809, on the proposition made to us 

* under His Majesty's authority ; and last year when 

* His Royal Highness was graciously pleased to require 
' our advice respecting the formation of a new Groveni- 
' ment. The reasons which we then humbly submitted 

* to him are strengthened by the increasing dangers of 

* the times ; nor has there, down to this moment, 
' appeared even any approximation towards such an 
' agreement of opinion on the public interests, as can 

* alone form a basis for the honourable union of parties 

* previously opposed to each other. 

* Into the detail of these differences we are unwilling 

* to enter. They embrace almost all the leading 

* features of the present policy of the empire. But 

* His Royal Highness has himself been pleased to 
' advert to the late deliberations of Parliament on the 
' aflfairs of Ireland. This is a subject, above all others, 

* important in itself, and connected with the most 
' pressing dangers. Far from concurring in the senti- 

* ments which His Majesty's Ministers have on that 
' occitsion so recently expressed, we entertain opinions 

* directly opposite. We are firmly persuaded of the 

* necessity of a total change in the present system of 
' Government in that country, and of the immediate 

* repeal of those civil disabilities under which so large 
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* a (lortion of His Majesty's subjects still labour on 

* account of tbeir religious opiuions. To recommend 

* to Parliament this repeal h the first advice which it 
' would be our duty to offer to His Royal Highness, 

* Nor could we, even for the shortest time, make 

* ourselves responsible for any further delay iu the 

* proposal of a nieasm*e without which we could enter- 
' tain no hope of rendering our services useful to Hia, 

* Koyal Highness or to our country. 

* We have only, therefore, further to beg your Royal 

* Highness to lay before the Prince Regent the ex- 
*• pressiona of our humble duty, and the sincere and 

* respectful assurance of our earnest wishes for what- 

* ever may best promote the ease, honour, and ad- 

* vantage of His Royal Highness's Government, 
' and the success of his endeavours for the public 

* welfare. 

* We have the honour, &c. 

(Signed) * Guey* 

' Grenville. 

' Hk Royal Highneaa the Dtiko of York, E.G. 
Ac, &c/ 



Copy of * Minutes of a Conversation which took 

* place between His Koyal Highness the Duke of 

* York, and Lords Grenville and Grey, on the 15th of 

* February, 1812, drawn up by His Royal Highness, 

* with the corrections ol' Lords Grenville and Grey in 

* red ink: (Thus endorsed by my father,) The paper 
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when sent by the Duke of York for correction was 
accompanied by the following note from Mr. Adam : — 
* My dear Lord Gret, 

* I SEND you a fair copy of the Diike of York*s 

* account of the convei'sation, with your amendments 

* inserted in red ink,* to all which His Royal Highne^ 

* accedes, subject to some observations inserted in 

* common ink. Tlie Duke of York expressed much 

* gratification at the manner in which your Lordship 

* expresses Lord Grrenville's sentiments and your own, 

* regarding His Royal Highness. 

' Your Lordship's ever most faithfully, 
(Signed) * William Adam/ 



Minutes of my Conversation with Lords Grey and 
Gf^mviile, I5tk Feb., 1812. 

LoKD Grenvillk began by stating 
to me, that he and Lord Grey had 
thought it most advisable to put 
their sentiments upon the Prince 
Eegent*s letter to me in writing 
(of which he delivered to me two 
copies, as well as returned me the 
letter itself), and was sorry to ac- 
quaint me, that, after the most mar 
ture deliberation , they were under 

* The red ink ftmendmenta of the original MB. are imerted in etunU 
type in the mat^gio. 
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the necessity of declining to enter 
into the proposed fiegotiatimi ; to 
which I replied, that I lamentetl 
most sincerely this communication, 
but begged leave to read the 
answer through, aud to state any- 
thing that might strike me as want- 
ing explanation in it 

Having read it, after a short 
pause, Lord Grey began by saying 
that they disclaimed all personal 
exclusions, but that a it was quite 
impossible for them to unite with 
the present Grovemment And 
upon my expressing my surprise at 
this notion of the proposal, and 
asking an explanation, Lord Grey 
answered that it was collected from 
the espremon in the Prince's letter of 
his wieh that some of those persons 
with whom the early habits of his 
public life were formed, would 
strengthen his hands, and which 



The proposal that had 
l>eea made to them ; 



both Ijord GrenvUla and 
Lord Grey said, 

political uoioiiB could 
not be honourable where 
there was not an agree- 
ment on public mea* 
Bures, smd that on thiA 
ground 



whole tenor and oon^ 
etructiou of the Prince's 
letter which consisted of 
a> communication of His 
Royal Highoees's aon- 
timents on the advaxi- 
tage resulting from the 
Bjatem pursued by the 
pt^e^ent Go7emment| 
and concluded, after 
having made this oom- 
municatioD, by oipreaa- 
ing the gratification the 
Prince would feel if 
some of the 



2a 



460 APPENDIX. 

they understood to mean a junction therefore they oouid 

, »■••• . only understand 

With the present Administration. 
To which I replied, that this was 
by no means the Prince's intention. 
That his idea was to form an Ad- 
ministration upon a broad basis, 
by a union of different parties, of 
which he should consider himself 
the keystone and as a centre round 
which their Lordships and others 
might rally ; and that this was one 
of the reasons for which he had 
chosen to employ me upon this 
overture, as it had generally been 
considered as a piece of political 
etiquette that the person who was 
employed in such negotiations was 
considered to be at the head of the 
new Administration, whereas that 
could never be the case in my in- 
stance. ^^ *^ p*"* of ^^^ 

conversation the Doke 
of York mentioned the 
difference in this reelect 
between this proposal 
and that of 1809, which 
had been made through 
Mr. Perceval ; to which 
Lord Grenville answer- 
ed, that, in that respect, 
there was a total differ- 
ence, and that nothing 
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^And upon Lord G^rey's saying that 
this eay>ressmi had not been under- 
stood till his es'plimation^ I pro- 
;^osed, as this might make a dif- 
ference in their sentiments, that 
t:hey should recoasider their paper, 
JjQvd Grey seemed at first to ked- 
tate^ hut soon answend that it would 
_prohahly occasion an aUemtion only 
of an eapression without making 
any change in tJw genet^al sentiments 
m of the paper ; and that as this was 
the impression they derived from the 
ktter till explained by me^ the answer 
ought not to be altered^ 



could be moTO honour- 
able to Lord Grey and 
tumaelf thao tho Duk« 
of Fork being the ch&n- 
nel of the present com- 
muiiicatiiin, but tbat 
thia circumatiuice, flat- 
termg oa it was to them, 
could not vary their 
answer to the iortoB of 
the letter. 

esplaoation could not 
be collected fifom the 
letter itself by anybody 
who read it» 



To this Lord Grey said 
that what they were re- 
quired to consider, was 
a written statement of 
the Prince's Eentiments, 
that to this an answer 
could only be made in 
writing, and that they 
couJd not, under a ver- 
bal explanation, answer 
a written statement, 
affixing to it a sense 
which it obviously would 
not bear ; that^ undoubt- 
edly, ii the proposal to 
them had been to form 
an Administration, com- 
prehending aa large a 
description of persona as 
could be brought to 
agree with them in their 
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vieiPBofthepalilioiiito. 
lestsi adiflBarait ansirar 
would have been gireo, 
and tiiat if in their pf»> 
sent answer they ahonld 
appear to the ]Mnoe to 
have miHrmdanatood his 
meaning, the misldn 
mij^t be oorreoted. 

To this ooneotioa the 
Duke of York added the 
following remaifc,<Ido 
<not ezaoUy reodlaci 

< this passage^ bat I le- 

* member something like 
' it. HoweTer, my view 
' of this part <tf the sob- 

* jeot had been abeadj 

< given by me, vis. that 
' it wasinoonaistent with 

* my being the pexson 
'to make the overture, 
' idudi was to av(mi the 

* proposal assuming the 
'sh^e of c(Mning from 
'either party, but as 

* being the Prince's pn>- 

* posal, of which he con- 
( sidered himself to be 

* the centre.* 



Lord Grey then slightly touched 
upon the question in the Prince's 
paper, of his i^robation of the 
management of the political con- 
cerns of the nation, bnt entered 
warmly into his and his friends* 
fooliugs on the subject of Catholic 
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Emancipation, and hinted at the 
Princess former opinions upon that 
head in the years 1803 and 1804 ; 
to which I answered that I was 
not informed of thera, bnt asked if 
their Lordships had not been ac- 
quainted with the Prince's senti- 
ments on that head in the years 
1806 and 1807, which still con- 
tiDued the same, and his wish to 
prevent the question being brought 
forward. To which they answered, 
that they had equally wished to 
keep it back then ; that it had 
been brought forward at that time 
against their wills, and that it was 
likewise so this year. 



Lord Grey certainly 
did not say that it bad 
been his wish to Iteep it 
back this year, which 
would have been, con- 
trary to the fact. His 
fitatement was, that be 
had endeavoured to pre- 
vent its bedog forced in- 
to discosaign in 1607, 
but that the danger waa 
now sogreat and so much 
increased in Lord Grey 'a 
apprehension, by the 
probable effect of the 
disappointment which 
would foUow, if the 
olaima of the Catholica 
were not acceded to by 
the GrOTemxnent of the 
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Frinoe BegmA, that ha 
ooold not take upon himr 
self the reBpooallulity of 
the flhorteot debj. 

I then asked if this was the only 
impediment to forming a combined 
Administration; when both Lord 
Grfey and Lord Grenville said that 
they differed with the present Ad- 
ministration npon almost every 
political subject, many of them of 
the highest importance, and only 
secondary to the Catholic Qaestion, 
so that they saw no hq)e or possi- 
bility of any &yoiurable termination 
to a negotiation. A It then only re- for an union with them. 
mained for me to express that I 
shoold carry the answer with a 
heavy heart to the Prince, who, I 
was sore, would lament it equally 
with myself. 

IV. 

Lord Wbllkslky's Seooxd Negotiation for the 

Formation op a Government. 



Mimite of a Cammtmication made by Lord WeUesley to 
Lord Grtn/y at Lord Greys house. 

June 1, 1812. 

Lord Wellesley stated that he had on that morning 
rooeiveii ftill authority from the Prince Regent, to 
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form an AdmiiiistratioQ under his Royal Highnesses 
commands ; and that he was specially authorised to com* 
municate with Lords Grey and Grenville on the subject. 
That his Royal Highness entertained no wish to 
exclude from the proposed Administration any person, 
or description of persons, who could unite io the prin- 
ciples on which the Atlministration was to be founded. 
That the two propositions stated in Lord Welles- 
ley's Minute of the 23rd of May (and sabsequcntly 
explained by the letters wliich passed between Lord 
Wellesley and Lortl Grey of the dates of the 27th, 
28th, aud 29th of May 1812) were intended by his 
Hoyal Highness to constitute the foundation of this 
JVdmLulstration. 

That his Royal Highness had signified hiq pleasure 

that Lord WeUesley should conduct the formation of 

the Administration, in all its branches ; and should 

lie First Commissioner of the Treasury; and that 

Lord Moira, Lord Erskine, and Mr. Canning, should 

be members of the Cabinet. 

That it was probable that a Cabinet formed on an 
enlarged basis must be extended to the number of 
twelve or thirteen members \ that the Prince wished 
Lords Grey and Grenville, on the part of their friends, 
to recommend for his Royal Highness's approbation 
the names of four persons (if the Cabinet should 
consist of twelve), and of five persons (if it should 
consist of thirteen), to be appointed by his Royal 
Highness to fill such stations in his Comicils as might 
hereafter be arranged. 



I left the selection of the 
Grey and GrenTiOe, without any 

dw nev Mimgement, the 
gnated to Lord Welleslej eotire 
lAcftT to prDfn@ev far his Bojml Hi^ess's approbar 
tna^ tfe mmm of uj pemws now ocenpying stations 
IB Ui Bo^ H^ftMSB*s Oomdls, or of any other 
penoH: tfcai if the pp o positi on made to Lords Grey 
aai GicsfiDe AtmSd be ftceqited as the outline of aa 
■m^geMtnt, sB other ntttters would be diseossed 
with the »08t snxIcMS sollcitade to promote kumony 



WFI.T.K8LEY. 




(Sg«a) 



^ Lords Grmf aitd GramSU, 

*- Mt Lorb, 

* We have considered with the most serioas 
attention the Minote which we have had the hononr 
to receive, and have communicated it to snch of onr 
friends as we have had the opportnnity of consulting* 
On the occasion of a proposal made to us under the 
authority of the Prince Regent, we wish to renew, in 
the mo6t solemn manner, the declaration of our un- 
feigned desire to have Militated, as far as was in onr 
power, the means uf giving effect to the late vote of 
the House of Commons, and of averting the imminent 
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* and unparalleled dangers of the country. Ko sense 

* of the public distress and difficulty, no personal feel- 

* ings of whatever description would have prevented us, 
I * under such circumstances, from accepting with dutiful 

* submission, any situations in which we could have 
'hoped to serve His Royal Highness usefully and 

* honourably. 

I' But it appears to us, on the most dispassionate 
' reflection, that the proposal stated to us by your 
* Lordship, cannot justify any such expectation. We 

* are invited, not to discuss with your Lordship, or with 
' any other public men, according to the usual practice 

* in such cases, the various and important considera- 
' tions both of measures and arrangements which belong 

* to the formation of a new Government in all its 

* branches ; but to recommend to His Royal Highness 
*a number, limited by previous stipulation, of persons 

* willing to be included in a Cabinet, of which the out- 

* lines are already definitively arranged. 
• To this proposal we could not accede without the 

* sacrifice of that very principle which the House of 

* Commons has recommended — the formation of a strong 

* and efficient Government We enter not into the 
'examination of the relative proportions, or of the 

* particular arrangements, which it has been judged 
•necessary thus previously to establish. It is to the 
'principle of disunion and jealousy that we object To 
*the supposed balance of contending interests in a 

* Cabinet so measured out by preliminary stipulations. 

2b 



458 APPENDIX. 

'The times imperiously require an Administration 

* united in principle, and strong in mutual reliance— 
/possessing also the confidence of tilie Crown, and 

* assured of its support in those healing measures which 

* the public safety requires, and which are necessary to 
'secure to the Government the opinion and affections 

* of the people. No such hope is presented to us by 
*this project, which appears to us equally new in 
' practice, and objectionable in principle. It tends, as 
*we think, to establish within the Cabinet itself, a 

'^system of counteraction, inconsistent with the prose- 
*cution of any uniform and beneficial course of policy. 

* We must therefore request permission to decline all 
'participation in a Government constituted on such 

* principles : satisfied as we are, that the certain loss 

* of character to ourselves, would be productive only 

* of disunion and weakness in the administration of the 
' public interests. 

(Signed) *Grenville. 

*Grby/ 



Y. 

Minute of a Conversation between Lord Moira and 
Lords Grey and GrenvUle, at which Lord JErsUne 
was present, 

St. James's Place, June «, 1812. 

Lord Moira stated to Lords Grey and Grenville 
that he was authorized by the Prince Regent to 
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consult with tiiera on the formation of a new Govern- 
meat; and satisfectory explauations having taken 
phico between them respecting such measures as ap- 
peared to be of the greatest urgency at the present 
moment, more especially with reference to the situa- 
tion of His Majesty's Roman Catholic subjects, and 
the differences now unhappily subsisting with America ; 
and that Lord Moira had received this commission 
without any restriction or limitation whatever beiug 
laid by the Prince on their considering any point 
which they judged useful for his service ;— they ex- 
pressed their satisfaction with the fairness of this 
proposal, and their readiness to enter into such dis- 
cussions as must precede the details of any new 
arrangement. 

As a preliminary question, which appeared to them 
of great importance, and which they thought it ne- 
cessary immediately to bring forward to prevent th« 
moonvenience and embarrassment of the further delay 
which might be produced if this negotiation should 
break oflf in a more advanced state, they asked 
whether this full liberty extended to the consideration 
of new appointments to those great offices of the 
Household, which have been usually included in the 
political arrangements made on a change of Adminis- 
tration, Intimating their opinion that it would be 
necessary to act on the same principle on the present 
occasion. Lord MoIra answered that the Prince had 
I laid no restriction upon him in that respect, and had 
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never pointed, in the most distant manner, at the pro- 
tection of those officers from removaL That it vonld, 
however, be impossible for him (Lord Moira) to 
concur in making the exercise of this power positive 
and indispensable in the formation of the Administra- 
tion, becaose he should deem it, on public grounds, 
peculiarly objectionable. To this Lords Grey and 
Grenville replied, they also acted on public grounds 
alone, and ¥rith no other feeling whatever than that 
which arose from the necessity of giving to a new 
Grovemment that character of efficiency and stability, 
and those marks of the constitutional support of the 
Crown, which were required to enable it to act usefully 
for the public service ; and that on those grounds it 
ai^)eared to them indispensable, that the connection of 
the great offices of the Court with the political Ad- 
ministration should be clearly established in its first 
arrangements. 

A decided difference of (pinion as to this point 
having been thus expressed on both sides, the conver- 
sation ended here with mutual declarations of regret. 
Nothing was said on the subject of official arrange- 
ments, nor any persons proposed on either side to fill 
any particular situations. 

THE EXD. 
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